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headboat permit for Atlantic dolphin 
and wahoo may not be purchased or 
sold if harvested from the Atlantic 
EEZ. 

(3) Dolphin or wahoo harvested in the 
Atlantic EEZ may be purchased only 
by a dealer who has a permit for Atlan-
tic dolphin and wahoo and only from a 
vessel authorized to sell dolphin or 
wahoo under paragraph (i)(1) of this 
section. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 622.45, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 77 FR 51942, Aug. 
28, 2012, § 622.45, paragraph (d)(5) was sus-
pended, effective Aug. 28, 2012, through Dec. 
31, 2012. 

§ 622.46 Prevention of gear conflicts. 

(a) No person may knowingly place in 
the Gulf EEZ any article, including 
fishing gear, that interferes with fish-
ing or obstructs or damages fishing 
gear or the fishing vessel of another; or 
knowingly use fishing gear in such a 
fashion that it obstructs or damages 
the fishing gear or fishing vessel of an-
other. 

(b) In accordance with the procedures 
and restrictions of the FMP for the 
Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico, 
the RA may modify or establish sepa-
ration zones for shrimp trawling and 
the use of fixed gear to prevent gear 
conflicts. Necessary prohibitions or re-
strictions will be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. 

(c) In accordance with the procedures 
and restrictions of the FMP for Coastal 
Migratory Pelagic Resources, when the 
RA determines that a conflict exists in 
the king mackerel fishery between 
hook-and-line and gillnet fishermen in 
the South Atlantic EEZ off the east 
coast of Florida between 27°00.6′ N. lat. 
and 27°50.0′ N. lat., the RA may pro-
hibit or restrict the use of hook-and- 
line and/or gillnets in all or a portion 
of that area. Necessary prohibitions or 
restrictions will be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 64 
FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999] 

§ 622.47 Gulf groundfish trawl fishery. 

Gulf groundfish trawl fishery means 
fishing in the Gulf EEZ by a vessel that 
uses a bottom trawl, the unsorted 
catch of which is ground up for animal 
feed or industrial products. 

(a) Other provisions of this part not-
withstanding, the owner or operator of 
a vessel in the Gulf groundfish trawl 
fishery is exempt from the following 
requirements and limitations for the 
vessel’s unsorted catch of Gulf reef 
fish: 

(1) The requirement for a valid com-
mercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish 
in order to sell Gulf reef fish. 

(2) Minimum size limits for Gulf reef 
fish. 

(3) Bag limits for Gulf reef fish. 
(4) The prohibition on sale of Gulf 

reef fish after a quota closure. 
(b) Other provisions of this part not-

withstanding, a dealer in a Gulf state 
is exempt from the requirement for a 
dealer permit for Gulf reef fish to re-
ceive Gulf reef fish harvested from the 
Gulf EEZ by a vessel in the Gulf 
groundfish trawl fishery. 

§ 622.48 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the applicable FMPs, the 
RA may establish or modify the fol-
lowing items: 

(a) Caribbean coral reef resources. Spe-
cies for which management measures 
may be specified; prohibited species; 
harvest limitations, including quotas, 
trip, or daily landing limits; gear re-
strictions; closed seasons or areas; and 
marine conservation districts. 

(b) Caribbean reef fish. Fishery man-
agement units (FMUs), quotas, trip 
limits, bag limits, size limits, closed 
seasons or areas, gear restrictions, 
fishing years, MSY, OY, TAC, max-
imum fishing mortality threshold 
(MFMT), minimum stock size thresh-
old (MSST), overfishing limit (OFL), 
acceptable biological catch (ABC) con-
trol rules, ACLs, AMs, ACTs, and ac-
tions to minimize the interaction of 
fishing gear with endangered species or 
marine mammals. 

(c) Coastal migratory pelagic fish. For a 
species or species group: Reporting and 
monitoring requirements, permitting 
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requirements, bag and possession lim-
its (including a bag limit of zero), size 
limits, vessel trip limits, closed sea-
sons or areas and reopenings, annual 
catch limits (ACLs), annual catch tar-
gets (ACTs), quotas (including a quota 
of zero), accountability measures 
(AMs), MSY (or proxy), OY, TAC, man-
agement parameters such as overfished 
and overfishing definitions, gear re-
strictions (ranging from regulation to 
complete prohibition), gear markings 
and identification, vessel markings and 
identification, allowable biological 
catch (ABC) and ABC control rules, re-
building plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions, 
and restrictions relative to conditions 
of harvested fish (maintaining fish in 
whole condition, use as bait). 

(d) Gulf reef fish. For a species or spe-
cies group: Reporting and monitoring 
requirements, permitting require-
ments, bag and possession limits (in-
cluding a bag limit of zero), size limits, 
vessel trip limits, closed seasons or 
areas and reopenings, annual catch 
limits (ACLs), annual catch targets 
(ACTs), quotas (including a quota of 
zero), accountability measures (AMs), 
MSY (or proxy), OY, TAC, management 
parameters such as overfished and 
overfishing definitions, gear restric-
tions (ranging from regulation to com-
plete prohibition), gear markings and 
identification, vessel markings and 
identification, allowable biological 
catch (ABC) and ABC control rules, re-
building plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions, 
and restrictions relative to conditions 
of harvested fish (maintaining fish in 
whole condition, use as bait). 

(e) Gulf royal red shrimp. Reporting 
and monitoring requirements, permit-
ting requirements, size limits, vessel 
trip limits, closed seasons or areas and 
reopenings, annual catch limits 
(ACLs), annual catch targets (ACTs), 
quotas (including a quota of zero), ac-
countability measures (AMs), MSY (or 
proxy), OY, TAC, management param-
eters such as overfished and over-
fishing definitions, gear restrictions 
(ranging from regulation to complete 
prohibition), gear markings and identi-
fication, vessel markings and identi-
fication, allowable biological catch 
(ABC) and ABC control rules, rebuild-

ing plans, sale and purchase restric-
tions, transfer at sea provisions, and 
restrictions relative to conditions of 
harvested shrimp (maintaining shrimp 
in whole condition, use as bait). 

(f) South Atlantic snapper-grouper and 
wreckfish. Biomass levels, age-struc-
tured analyses, target dates for re-
building overfished species, MSY, ABC, 
TAC, quotas, annual catch limits 
(ACLs), target catch levels, account-
ability measures (AMs), trip limits, 
bag limits, minimum sizes, gear re-
strictions (ranging from regulation to 
complete prohibition), seasonal or area 
closures, definitions of essential fish 
habitat, essential fish habitat, essen-
tial fish habitat HAPCs or Coral 
HAPCs, and restrictions on gear and 
fishing activities applicable in essen-
tial fish habitat and essential fish habi-
tat HAPCs. 

(g) South Atlantic golden crab. Bio-
mass levels, age-structured analyses, 
MSY, ABC, TAC, quotas (including 
quotas equal to zero), trip limits, min-
imum sizes, gear regulations and re-
strictions, permit requirements, sea-
sonal or area closures, sub-zones and 
their management measures, time 
frame for recovery of golden crab if 
overfished, fishing year (adjustment 
not to exceed 2 months), observer re-
quirements, authority for the RA to 
close the fishery when a quota is 
reached or is projected to be reached, 
definitions of essential fish habitat, 
and essential fish habitat HAPCs or 
Coral HAPCs. 

(h) South Atlantic shrimp. Biomass 
levels, age-structured analyses, BRD 
certification criteria, BRD specifica-
tions, BRD testing protocol, certified 
BRDs, nets required to use BRDs, times 
and locations when the use of BRDs is 
required, definitions of essential fish 
habitat, and essential fish habitat 
HAPCs or Coral HAPCs. 

(i) Gulf shrimp. For a species or spe-
cies group: Reporting and monitoring 
requirements, permitting require-
ments, size limits, vessel trip limits, 
closed seasons or areas and reopenings, 
annual catch limits (ACLs), annual 
catch targets (ACTs), quotas (including 
a quota of zero), accountability meas-
ures (AMs), MSY (or proxy), OY, TAC, 
management parameters such as over-
fished and overfishing definitions, gear 
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restrictions (ranging from regulation 
to complete prohibition), gear mark-
ings and identification, vessel mark-
ings and identification, allowable bio-
logical catch (ABC) and ABC control 
rules, rebuilding plans, sale and pur-
chase restrictions, transfer at sea pro-
visions, restrictions relative to condi-
tions of harvested shrimp (maintaining 
shrimp in whole condition, use as bait), 
target effort and fishing mortality re-
duction levels, bycatch reduction cri-
teria, BRD certification and decerti-
fication criteria, BRD testing protocol, 
certified BRDs, and BRD specification. 

(j) Gulf red drum. Reporting and mon-
itoring requirements, permitting re-
quirements, bag and possession limits 
(including a bag limit of zero), size lim-
its, vessel trip limits, closed seasons or 
areas and reopenings, annual catch 
limits (ACLs), annual catch targets 
(ACTs), quotas (including a quota of 
zero), accountability measures (AMs), 
MSY (or proxy), OY, TAC, management 
parameters such as overfished and 
overfishing definitions, gear restric-
tions (ranging from regulation to com-
plete prohibition), gear markings and 
identification, vessel markings and 
identification, allowable biological 
catch (ABC) and ABC control rules, re-
building plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions, 
and restrictions relative to conditions 
of harvested fish (maintaining fish in 
whole condition, use as bait). 

(k) South Atlantic coral, coral reefs, 
and live/hard bottom habitats. Defini-
tions of essential fish habitat and es-
sential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral 
HAPCs. 

(l) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bio-
mass levels, age-structured analyses, 
MSY, OY, ABC, TAC, trip limits, min-
imum sizes, gear regulations and re-
strictions, permit requirements, sea-
sonal or area closures, sub-zones and 
their management measures, over-
fishing definitions and other status de-
termination criteria, time frame for re-
covery of Atlantic dolphin or wahoo if 
overfished, fishing year (adjustment 
not to exceed 2 months), authority for 
the RA to close a fishery when a quota 
is reached or is projected to be reached 
or reopen a fishery when additional 
quota becomes available, definitions of 

essential fish habitat, and essential 
fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs. 

(m) Caribbean queen conch. Quotas, 
trip limits, bag limits, size limits, 
closed seasons or areas, gear restric-
tions, fishing year, MSY, OY, TAC, 
MFMT, MSST, OFL, ABC control rules, 
ACLs, AMs, ACTs, and actions to mini-
mize the interaction of fishing gear 
with endangered species or marine 
mammals. 

(n) Caribbean spiny lobster. Fishery 
management unit (FMU), quotas, trip 
limits, bag limits, size limits, closed 
seasons or areas, gear restrictions, 
fishing years, MSY, OY, TAC, max-
imum fishing mortality threshold 
(MFMT), minimum stock size thresh-
old (MSST), overfishing limit (OFL), 
acceptable biological catch (ABC) con-
trol rules, ACLs, AMs, ACTs, and ac-
tions to minimize the interaction of 
fishing gear with endangered species or 
marine mammals. 

(o) Caribbean corals and reef associated 
plants and invertebrates. Fishery man-
agement units (FMUs), quotas, trip 
limits, bag limits, size limits, closed 
seasons or areas, gear restrictions, 
fishing years, MSY, OY, TAC, MFMT, 
MSST, OFL, ABC control rules, ACLs, 
AMs, ACTs, and actions to minimize 
the interaction of fishing gear with en-
dangered species or marine mammals. 

(p) Gulf coral resources. For a species 
or species group: Reporting and moni-
toring requirements, permitting re-
quirements, bag and possession limits 
(including a bag limit of zero), size lim-
its, vessel trip limits, closed seasons or 
areas and reopenings, annual catch 
limits (ACLs), annual catch targets 
(ACTs), quotas (including a quota of 
zero), accountability measures (AMs), 
MSY (or proxy), OY, TAC, management 
parameters such as overfished and 
overfishing definitions, gear restric-
tions (ranging from regulation to com-
plete prohibition), gear markings and 
identification, vessel markings and 
identification, allowable biological 
catch (ABC) and ABC control rules, re-
building plans, sale and purchase re-
strictions, transfer at sea provisions, 
and restrictions relative to conditions 
of harvested corals. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 622.48, see the List of CFR 
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Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 622.49 Annual catch limits (ACLs) 
and accountability measures (AMs). 

(a) Gulf reef fish—(1) Greater 
amberjack—(i) Commercial sector. If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the applicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(v), the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Fisheries, NOAA, (AA) will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. In addition, if despite 
such closure, commercial landings ex-
ceed the quota, the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the ap-
plicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(2)(ii), the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the recreational sec-
tor for the remainder of the fishing 
year. In addition, if despite such clo-
sure, recreational landings exceed the 
quota, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year, and to reduce the length of 
the recreational fishing season for the 
following fishing year by the amount 
necessary to recover the overage from 
the prior fishing year. Further, during 
that following year, if necessary, the 
AA may file additional notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to readjust the reduced fishing season 
to ensure recreational harvest achieves 
but does not exceed the intended har-
vest level. 

(2) Gray triggerfish—(i) Commercial sec-
tor. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the applicable quota 
specified in § 622.42(a)(1)(vi), the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register to close the 

commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. In addition, if despite 
such closure, commercial landings ex-
ceed the applicable annual catch limit 
(ACL), the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount the prior-year ACL was exceed-
ed. The commercial ACL for 2010 and 
subsequent fishing years is 138,000 lb 
(62,596 kg). 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the ACL, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register reducing the length of the fol-
lowing recreational fishing season by 
the amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings do not exceed the 
recreational target catch for that fol-
lowing fishing year. The recreational 
ACL for 2010 and subsequent fishing 
years is 457,000 lb (207,291 kg). The rec-
reational ACT for 2010 and subsequent 
fishing years is 405,000 lb (183,705 kg). 
Recreational landings will be evaluated 
relative to the ACL based on a moving 
multi-year average of landings, as de-
scribed in the FMP. 

(3) Other shallow-water grouper (Other 
SWG) combined (including black grouper, 
scamp, yellowfin grouper, and 
yellowmouth grouper)—(i) Commercial 
sector. The IFQ program for groupers 
and tilefishes in the Gulf of Mexico 
serves as the accountability measure 
for commercial Other SWG. The com-
mercial ACL for Other SWG is equal to 
the applicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(iii)(A). 

(ii) Recreational sector. If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock complex ACL specified in 
paragraph (a)(3)(iii) of this section, 
then during the following fishing year, 
if the sum of the commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the applicable ACL 
specified in paragraph (a)(3)(iii) of this 
section, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the recreational sector for the 
remainder of that fishing year. 

(iii) The stock complex ACLs for 
Other SWG, in gutted weight, are 
688,000 lb (312,072 kg) for 2012, 700,000 lb 
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