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Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 622.49 Annual catch limits (ACLs) 
and accountability measures (AMs). 

(a) Gulf reef fish—(1) Greater 
amberjack—(i) Commercial sector. If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the applicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(v), the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Fisheries, NOAA, (AA) will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. In addition, if despite 
such closure, commercial landings ex-
ceed the quota, the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the ap-
plicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(2)(ii), the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the recreational sec-
tor for the remainder of the fishing 
year. In addition, if despite such clo-
sure, recreational landings exceed the 
quota, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year, and to reduce the length of 
the recreational fishing season for the 
following fishing year by the amount 
necessary to recover the overage from 
the prior fishing year. Further, during 
that following year, if necessary, the 
AA may file additional notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to readjust the reduced fishing season 
to ensure recreational harvest achieves 
but does not exceed the intended har-
vest level. 

(2) Gray triggerfish—(i) Commercial sec-
tor. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the applicable quota 
specified in § 622.42(a)(1)(vi), the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register to close the 

commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. In addition, if despite 
such closure, commercial landings ex-
ceed the applicable annual catch limit 
(ACL), the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount the prior-year ACL was exceed-
ed. The commercial ACL for 2010 and 
subsequent fishing years is 138,000 lb 
(62,596 kg). 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the ACL, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register reducing the length of the fol-
lowing recreational fishing season by 
the amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings do not exceed the 
recreational target catch for that fol-
lowing fishing year. The recreational 
ACL for 2010 and subsequent fishing 
years is 457,000 lb (207,291 kg). The rec-
reational ACT for 2010 and subsequent 
fishing years is 405,000 lb (183,705 kg). 
Recreational landings will be evaluated 
relative to the ACL based on a moving 
multi-year average of landings, as de-
scribed in the FMP. 

(3) Other shallow-water grouper (Other 
SWG) combined (including black grouper, 
scamp, yellowfin grouper, and 
yellowmouth grouper)—(i) Commercial 
sector. The IFQ program for groupers 
and tilefishes in the Gulf of Mexico 
serves as the accountability measure 
for commercial Other SWG. The com-
mercial ACL for Other SWG is equal to 
the applicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(iii)(A). 

(ii) Recreational sector. If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock complex ACL specified in 
paragraph (a)(3)(iii) of this section, 
then during the following fishing year, 
if the sum of the commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the applicable ACL 
specified in paragraph (a)(3)(iii) of this 
section, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the recreational sector for the 
remainder of that fishing year. 

(iii) The stock complex ACLs for 
Other SWG, in gutted weight, are 
688,000 lb (312,072 kg) for 2012, 700,000 lb 
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(317,515 kg) for 2013, 707,000 lb (320,690 
kg) for 2014, and 710,000 lb (322,051 kg) 
for 2015 and subsequent years. 

(4) Gag. (i) Commercial sector. The IFQ 
program for groupers and tilefishes in 
the Gulf of Mexico serves as the ac-
countability measure for commercial 
gag. The applicable commercial ACLs 
for gag, in gutted weight, are 0.788 mil-
lion lb (0.357 million kg) for 2012, 0.956 
million lb (0.434 million kg) for 2013, 
1.100 million lb (0.499 million kg) for 
2014, and 1.217 million lb (0.552 million 
kg) for 2015 and subsequent fishing 
years. 

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) Without 
regard to overfished status, if gag rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the applicable ACLs specified in para-
graph (a)(4)(ii)(D)of this section, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, to close 
the recreational sector for the remain-
der of the fishing year. On and after 
the effective date of such a notifica-
tion, the bag and possession limit of 
gag in or from the Gulf EEZ is zero. 
This bag and possession limit applies in 
the Gulf on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat 
permit for Gulf reef fish has been 
issued, without regard to where such 
species were harvested, i.e. in state or 
Federal waters. In addition, the notifi-
cation will reduce the length of the 
recreational SWG fishing season the 
following fishing year by the amount 
necessary to ensure gag recreational 
landings do not exceed the recreational 
ACT in the following fishing year. 

(B) If gag are not overfished, and in 
addition to the measures specified in 
paragraph (a)(4)(ii)(A) of this section, if 
gag recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceed the applicable 
ACLs specified in paragraph 
(a)(4)(ii)(D) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to maintain the gag 
ACT, specified in paragraph (a)(4)(ii)(D) 
of this section, for that following fish-
ing year at the level of the prior year’s 
ACT, unless the best scientific infor-
mation available determines that 
maintaining the prior year’s ACT is 
unnecessary. 

(C) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraphs (a)(4)(ii)(A) and (B) 

of this section, if gag recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the applicable ACL specified in 
paragraph (a)(4)(ii)(D) of this section, 
and gag are overfished, based on the 
most recent status of U.S. Fisheries 
Report to Congress, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year to reduce 
the ACL and the ACT for that fol-
lowing year by the amount of the ACL 
overage in the prior fishing year, un-
less the best scientific information 
available determines that a greater, 
lesser, or no overage adjustment is nec-
essary. 

(D) The applicable recreational ACLs 
for gag, in gutted weight, are 1.232 mil-
lion lb (0.559 million kg) for 2012, 1.495 
million lb (0.678 million kg) for 2013, 
1.720 million lb (0.780 million kg) for 
2014, and 1.903 million lb (0.863 million 
kg) for 2015 and subsequent fishing 
years. The recreational ACTs for gag, 
in gutted weight, are 1.031 million lb 
(0.468 million kg) for 2012, 1.287 million 
lb (0.584 million kg) for 2013, 1.519 mil-
lion lb (0.689 million kg) for 2014, and 
1.708 million lb (0.775 million kg) for 
2015 and subsequent fishing years. Rec-
reational landings will be evaluated 
relative to the ACL based on a moving 
multi-year average of landings, as de-
scribed in the FMP. 

(5) Red grouper. (i) Commercial sector. 
The IFQ program for groupers and 
tilefishes in the Gulf of Mexico serves 
as the accountability measure for com-
mercial red grouper. The applicable 
commercial ACL for red grouper, in 
gutted weight, for 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years is 6.03 million lb (2.735 
million kg). 

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) Without 
regard to overfished status, if red 
grouper recreational landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the applicable ACL 
specified in paragraph (a)(5)(ii)(D) of 
this section, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, to close the recreational sector 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
a notification, the bag and possession 
limit of red grouper in or from the Gulf 
EEZ is zero. This bag and possession 
limit applies in the Gulf on board a 
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vessel for which a valid Federal charter 
vessel/headboat permit for Gulf reef 
fish has been issued, without regard to 
where such species were harvested, i.e. 
in state or Federal waters. 

(B) If red grouper are not overfished, 
and in addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(5)(ii)(A) of this 
section, if red grouper recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the applicable ACL specified in 
paragraph (a)(5)(ii)(D) of this section, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to main-
tain the red grouper ACT, specified in 
paragraph (a)(5)(ii)(D) of this section, 
for that following fishing year at the 
level of the prior year’s ACT, unless 
the best scientific information avail-
able determines that maintaining the 
prior year’s ACT is unnecessary. In ad-
dition, the notification will reduce the 
bag limit by one fish and reduce the 
length of the recreational SWG fishing 
season the following fishing year by 
the amount necessary to ensure red 
grouper recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational ACT in the fol-
lowing fishing year. The minimum red 
grouper bag limit for 2014 and subse-
quent fishing years is two fish. 

(C) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraphs (a)(5)(ii)(A) and (B) 
of this section, if red grouper rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the applicable ACL speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(5)(ii)(D) of this 
section, and red grouper are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL and the ACT for 
that following year by the amount of 
the ACL overage in the prior fishing 
year, unless the best scientific infor-
mation available determines that a 
greater, lesser, or no overage adjust-
ment is necessary. 

(D) The recreational ACL for red 
grouper, in gutted weight, is 1.90 mil-
lion lb (0.862 million kg) for 2012 and 
subsequent fishing years. The rec-
reational ACT for red grouper, in gut-
ted weight, is 1.730 million lb (0.785 mil-
lion kg) for 2012 and subsequent fishing 
years. Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL based on 

a moving multi-year average of land-
ings, as described in the FMP. 

(6) Deep-water grouper (DWG) com-
bined (including yellowedge grouper, war-
saw grouper, snowy grouper, and speckled 
hind)— 

(i) Commercial sector. The IFQ pro-
gram for groupers and tilefishes in the 
Gulf of Mexico serves as the account-
ability measure for commercial DWG. 
The commercial ACL for DWG is equal 
to the applicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(ii). 

(ii) Recreational sector. If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock complex ACL specified in 
paragraph (a)(6)(iii) of this section, 
then during the following fishing year, 
if the sum of commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the applicable ACL 
specified in (a)(6)(iii) of this section, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the recreational sector for the remain-
der of that fishing year. 

(iii) The stock complex ACLs for 
DWG, in gutted weight, are 1.216 mil-
lion lb (0.552 million kg) for 2012, 1.207 
million lb (0.547 million kg) for 2013, 
1.198 million lb (0.543 million kg) for 
2014, 1.189 million lb (0.539 million kg) 
for 2015, and 1.105 million lb (0.501 mil-
lion kg) for 2016 and subsequent years. 

(7) Tilefishes combined (including 
goldface tilefish, blueline tilefish, and 
tilefish)—(i) Commercial sector. The IFQ 
program for groupers and tilefishes in 
the Gulf of Mexico serves as the ac-
countability measure for commercial 
tilefishes. The commercial ACL for 
tilefishes is equal to the applicable 
quota specified in § 622.42(a)(1)(iv). 

(ii) Recreational sector. If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock complex ACL specified in 
paragraph (a)(7)(iii) of this section, 
then during the following fishing year, 
if the sum of commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the applicable ACL 
specified in (a)(7)(iii) of this section, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the recreational sector for the remain-
der of that fishing year. 
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(iii) The stock complex ACL for 
tilefishes is 608,000 lb (275,784 kg), gut-
ted weight. 

(8) Lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and 
banded rudderfish, combined. If the sum 
of the commercial and recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceeds the stock complex ACL, then 
during the following fishing year, if the 
sum of commercial and recreational 
landings reaches or is projected to 
reach the stock complex ACL, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of that fishing year. 
The stock complex ACL for lesser 
amberjack, almaco jack, and banded 
rudderfish, is 312,000 lb (141,521 kg), 
round weight. 

(9) Silk snapper, queen snapper, 
blackfin snapper, and wenchman, com-
bined. If the sum of the commercial and 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceeds the stock complex 
ACL, then during the following fishing 
year, if the sum of commercial and rec-
reational landings reaches or is pro-
jected to reach the stock complex ACL, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the commercial and recreational sec-
tors for the remainder of that fishing 
year. The stock complex ACL for silk 
snapper, queen snapper, blackfin snap-
per, and wenchman, is 166,000 lb (75,296 
kg), round weight. 

(10) Vermilion snapper. If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, reaches 
or is projected to reach the stock ACL, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the commercial and recreational sec-
tors for the remainder of the fishing 
year. The stock ACL for vermilion 
snapper is 3.42 million lb (1.55 million 
kg), round weight. 

(11) Lane snapper. If the sum of the 
commercial and recreational landings, 
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the 
stock ACL, then during the following 
fishing year, if the sum of commercial 
and recreational landings reaches or is 
projected to reach the stock ACL, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of that fishing year. 

The stock ACL for lane snapper is 
301,000 lb (136,531 kg), round weight. 

(12) Gray snapper. If the sum of the 
commercial and recreational landings, 
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the 
stock ACL, then during the following 
fishing year, if the sum of commercial 
and recreational landings reaches or is 
projected to reach the stock ACL, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of that fishing year. 
The stock ACL for gray snapper is 2.42 
million lb (1.10 million kg), round 
weight. 

(13) Cubera snapper. If the sum of the 
commercial and recreational landings, 
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the 
stock ACL, then during the following 
fishing year, if the sum of commercial 
and recreational landings reaches or is 
projected to reach the stock ACL, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of that fishing year. 
The stock ACL for cubera snapper is 
5,065 lb (2,297 kg), round weight. 

(14) Yellowtail snapper. If the sum of 
the commercial and recreational land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceeds 
the stock ACL, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, if the sum of com-
mercial and recreational landings 
reaches or is projected to reach the 
stock ACL, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial and rec-
reational sectors for the remainder of 
that fishing year. The stock ACL for 
yellowtail snapper is 725,000 lb (328,855 
kg), round weight. 

(15) Mutton snapper. If the sum of the 
commercial and recreational landings, 
as estimated by the SRD, exceeds the 
stock ACL, then during the following 
fishing year, if the sum of commercial 
and recreational landings reaches or is 
projected to reach the stock ACL, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of that fishing year. 
The stock ACL for mutton snapper is 
203,000 lb (92,079 kg), round weight. 

(16) Hogfish. If the sum of the com-
mercial and recreational landings, as 
estimated by the SRD, exceeds the 
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stock ACL, then during the following 
fishing year, if the sum of commercial 
and recreational landings reaches or is 
projected to reach the stock ACL, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of that fishing year. 
The stock ACL for hogfish is 208,000 lb 
(94,347 kg), round weight. 

(17) Gray triggerfish—(i) Commercial 
sector. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the commercial ACT 
(commercial quota) specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(vii), the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. In addition, if despite such clo-
sure, commercial landings exceed the 
commercial ACL, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year to reduce 
the commercial ACT (commercial 
quota) for that following year by the 
amount the prior-year ACL was exceed-
ed. The commercial ACL is 64,100 lb 
(29,075 kg), round weight. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the rec-
reational ACT, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the recreational sec-
tor for the remainder of the fishing 
year. In addition, if despite such clo-
sure, recreational landings exceed the 
recreational ACL, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACT for that following 
fishing year. The recreational ACT is 
217,100 lb (98,475 kg), round weight. The 
recreational ACL is 241,200 lb (109,406 
kg), round weight. 

(b) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (1) 
Golden tilefish—(i) Commercial fishery. If 
commercial landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(2), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial fishery 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the recreational annual 
catch limit (ACL) of 1,578 fish, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year, 
to reduce the length of the following 
recreational fishing season by the 
amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

(2) Snowy grouper—(i) Commercial fish-
ery. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(1), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial fishery 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 
523 fish, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the 
length of the following recreational 
fishing season by the amount necessary 
to ensure recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational ACL in the fol-
lowing fishing year. Recreational land-
ings will be evaluated relative to the 
ACL as follows. For 2010, only 2010 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; in 2011, the average of 2010 
and 2011 recreational landings will be 
compared to the ACL; and in 2012 and 
subsequent fishing years, the most re-
cent 3-year running average rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL. 

(3) Gag—(i) Commercial fishery. If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.42(e)(7), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial fishery for gag and all 
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other SASWG for the remainder of the 
fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. (A) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the recreational ACL of 340,060 lb 
(154,249 kg), gutted weight, and gag are 
overfished, based on the most recent 
Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Con-
gress, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the gag recreational fishery for 
the remainder of the fishing year. On 
and after the effective date of such no-
tification, the bag and possession limit 
for gag in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is zero. This bag and possession 
limit also applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
State or Federal waters. 

(B) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if gag recreational landings exceed 
the ACL, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the ACL 
for that fishing year by the amount of 
the overage. 

(C) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

(4) Red grouper—(i) Commercial sector. 
(A) If commercial landings for red 
grouper, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the ap-
plicable ACL in paragraph (b)(4)(i)(C) of 
this section, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial sector for 
the remainder of the fishing year. On 
and after the effective date of such a 
notification, all sale or purchase of red 
grouper is prohibited and harvest or 
possession of this species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 

valid Federal charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e. in state or Federal waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year to reduce the ACL 
for that following year by the amount 
of the overage in the prior fishing year. 

(C) The applicable commercial ACLs, 
in round weight, are 284,680 lb (129,129 
kg) for 2012, 315,920 lb (143,299 kg) for 
2013, and 343,200 lb (155,673 kg) for 2014 
and subsequent fishing years. 

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If rec-
reational landings for red grouper, as 
estimated by the SRD, are projected to 
reach the applicable ACL in paragraph 
(b)(4)(ii)(C) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the rec-
reational sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. On and after the effec-
tive date of such a notification, the bag 
and possession limit is zero. This bag 
and possession limit applies in the 
South Atlantic on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e. in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) If recreational landings for red 
grouper, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the applicable ACL, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, to reduce the rec-
reational ACL the following fishing 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(C) The applicable recreational ACLs, 
in round weight, are 362,320 lb (164,346 
kg) for 2012, 402,080 lb (182,380 kg) for 
2013, and 436,800 lb (198,129 kg) for 2014 
and subsequent fishing years. 

(iii) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if the combined commercial and 
recreational sector ACL (total ACL), as 
estimated by the SRD, is exceeded in a 
fishing year, then during the following 
fishing year, an automatic increase 
will not be applied to the commercial 
and recreational sector ACLs. The SRD 
will evaluate the landings data to de-
termine whether or not an increase in 
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the respective sector ACLs will be ap-
plied. The applicable combined com-
mercial and recreational sector ACLs, 
in round weight are 647,000 lb (293,474 
kg) for 2012, 718,000 lb (325,679 kg) for 
2013, and 780,000 lb (353,802 kg) for 2014 
and subsequent fishing years. 

(A) Following an overage of the total 
ACL, if there is no overage the fol-
lowing fishing year, the SRD will 
evaluate the landings data to deter-
mine whether or not an increase in the 
respective sector ACLs will be applied. 

(B) [Reserved] 
(5) Black sea bass—(i) Commercial sec-

tor. (A) If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(5), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial sector for 
the remainder of the fishing year. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
quota specified in § 622.42(e)(5), the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year, unless the SRD 
determines that no overage is nec-
essary based on the best scientific in-
formation available. 

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If rec-
reational landings for black sea bass, 
as estimated by the SRD, are projected 
to reach the recreational ACL of 409,000 
lb (185,519 kg), gutted weight; 482,620 lb 
(218,913 kg), round weight; the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the rec-
reational sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. On and after the effec-
tive date of such a notification, the bag 
and possession limit is zero. This bag 
and possession limit applies in the 
South Atlantic on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e. in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) If recreational landings for black 
sea bass, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the ACL, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register, to reduce the recreational 
ACL the following fishing year by the 

amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year, unless the SRD determines 
that no overage is necessary based on 
the best scientific information avail-
able. 

(6) Vermilion snapper—(i) Commercial 
fishery. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach a quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(4)(i) or (ii), the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
fishery for that portion of the fishing 
year applicable to the respective quota. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. (A) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the recreational ACL of 307,315 lb 
(139,396 kg), gutted weight, and 
vermilion snapper are overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the rec-
reational fishery for vermilion snapper 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
notification, the bag and possession 
limit of vermilion snapper in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ is zero. This 
bag and possession limit also applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in State or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if vermilion snapper recreational 
landings exceed the ACL, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year, to 
reduce the ACL for that fishing year by 
the amount of the overage. 

(C) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

(7) Black grouper—(i) Commercial sec-
tor—(A) If commercial landings for 
black grouper, as estimated by the 
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SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the applicable ACL in paragraph 
(b)(7)(i)(C) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of black grouper is prohibited 
and harvest or possession of this spe-
cies in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
is limited to the bag and possession 
limit. This bag and possession limit ap-
plies in the South Atlantic on board a 
vessel for which a valid Federal charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal 
waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and black grouper are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(C) The applicable commercial ACLs, 
in round weight, are 90,575 lb (41,084 kg) 
for 2012, 94,571 lb (42,897 kg) for 2013, 
and 96,844 lb (43,928 kg) for 2014 and sub-
sequent fishing years. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for black grouper, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the applica-
ble ACL, then during the following 
fishing year, recreational landings will 
be monitored for a persistence in in-
creased landings and, if necessary, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, to reduce 
the length of the following recreational 
fishing season by the amount necessary 
to ensure recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational ACL in the fol-
lowing fishing year. However, the 
length of the recreational season will 
also not be reduced during the fol-
lowing fishing year if the RA deter-
mines, using the best scientific infor-
mation available, that a reduction in 
the length of the following fishing sea-
son is unnecessary. The applicable rec-
reational ACLs, in round weight, are 
155,020 lb (70,316 kg) for 2012, 161,859 lb 
(73,418 kg) for 2013, and 165,750 lb (75,183 

kg) for 2014 and subsequent fishing 
years. 

(iii) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if the combined commercial and 
recreational sector ACLs, as estimated 
by the SRD, are exceeded in a fishing 
year, then during the following fishing 
year, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
stating that both the commercial and 
recreational sectors will not have an 
increase in their respective sector 
ACLs during that following fishing 
year. The applicable combined com-
mercial and recreational sector ACLs, 
in round weight are 245,595 lb (111,400 
kg) for 2012, 256,430 lb (116,315 kg) for 
2013, and 262,594 lb (119,111 kg) for 2014 
and subsequent fishing years. 

(8) Deep-water complex (including 
yellowedge grouper, blueline tilefish, silk 
snapper, misty grouper, queen snapper, 
sand tilefish, black snapper, and blackfin 
snapper)—(i) Commercial sector—(A) If 
commercial landings for the deep- 
water complex, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 343,869 lb 
(155,976 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for this complex for the re-
mainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of deep- 
water complex species is prohibited 
and harvest or possession of these spe-
cies in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
is limited to the bag and possession 
limit. This bag and possession limit ap-
plies in the South Atlantic on board a 
vessel for which a valid Federal charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal 
waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and at least one of the species in 
the deep-water complex is overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 
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(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for the deep-water complex, as 
estimated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 332,039 lb (150,610 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(9) Scamp—(i) Commercial sector—(A) If 
commercial landings for scamp, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the commercial ACL of 
341,636 lb (154,963 kg), round weight, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. On and after the effec-
tive date of such a notification, all sale 
or purchase of scamp is prohibited and 
harvest or possession of this species in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is lim-
ited to the bag and possession limit. 
This bag and possession limit applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and scamp are overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the ACL for that following year 
by the amount of the overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for scamp, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 
150,936 lb (68,463 kg), round weight, then 
during the following fishing year, rec-

reational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(10) Other SASWG combined (including 
red hind, rock hind, yellowmouth group-
er, yellowfin grouper, coney, and 
graysby)—(i) Commercial sector—(A) If 
commercial landings for other SASWG, 
as estimated by the SRD, reach or are 
projected to reach the commercial ACL 
of 49,488 lb (22,447 kg), round weight, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the commercial sector for this complex 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
a notification, all sale or purchase of 
other SASWG is prohibited, and har-
vest or possession of these species in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited 
to the bag and possession limit. This 
bag and possession limit applies in the 
South Atlantic on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and at least one of the species in 
the other SASWG complex is over-
fished, based on the most recent status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for other SASWG, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 48,329 lb (21,922 kg), 
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round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(11) Greater amberjack—(i) Commercial 
sector—(A) If commercial landings for 
greater amberjack, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.42(e)(3), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and greater amberjack are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for greater amberjack, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 1,167,837 lb (529,722 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(12) Lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and 
banded rudderfish complex, combined—(i) 
Commercial sector—(A) If commercial 
landings for lesser amberjack, almaco 
jack, and banded rudderfish, combined, 
as estimated by the SRD, reach or are 
projected to reach their combined com-
mercial ACL of 193,999 lb (87,996 kg), 
round weight, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for this complex for the remainder 
of the fishing year. On and after the ef-
fective date of such a notification, all 
sale or purchase of lesser amberjack, 
almaco jack, and banded rudderfish is 
prohibited, and harvest or possession of 
these species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(B) If the combined commercial land-
ings for the complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
complex (lesser amberjack, almaco 
jack, and banded rudderfish) is over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for the complex (lesser 
amberjack, almaco jack, and banded 
rudderfish), combined, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 261,490 lb (118,610 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
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if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(13) Bar jack—(i) Commercial sector— 
(A) If commercial landings for bar 
jack, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the commer-
cial ACL of 6,686 lb (3,033 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for the 
remainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of bar jack 
is prohibited and harvest or possession 
of this species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and bar jack is overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the ACL for that following year 
by the amount of the overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for bar jack, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 13,834 lb (6,275 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(14) Yellowtail snapper—(i) Commercial 
sector—(A) If commercial landings for 

yellowtail snapper, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 1,142,589 lb 
(518,270 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of yellowtail snapper is pro-
hibited and harvest or possession of 
this species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and yellowtail snapper is over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for yellowtail snapper, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 1,031,286 lb (467,783 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(15) Mutton snapper—(i) Commercial 
sector—(A) If commercial landings for 
mutton snapper, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 157,743 lb (71,551 
kg), round weight, the AA will file a 
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notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. On and after the effective date of 
such a notification, all sale or purchase 
of mutton snapper is prohibited and 
harvest or possession of this species in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is lim-
ited to the bag and possession limit. 
This bag and possession limit applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and mutton snapper are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for mutton snapper, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 768,857 lb (348,748 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(16) Other snappers combined (including 
cubera snapper, gray snapper, lane snap-
per, dog snapper, and mahogany snapper) 
complex—(i) Commercial sector—(A) If 
commercial landings combined for this 
other snappers complex, as estimated 
by the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the combined complex commer-
cial ACL of 204,552 lb (92,783 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 

with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for this 
complex for the remainder of the fish-
ing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of the snappers in this com-
plex is prohibited, and harvest or pos-
session of these species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 

(B) If the combined commercial land-
ings for this complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
other snappers complex is overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If the com-
bined recreational landings for this 
snappers complex, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 
882,388 lb (400,244 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL for this complex in 
the following fishing year. However, 
the length of the recreational season 
will also not be reduced during the fol-
lowing fishing year if the RA deter-
mines, using the best scientific infor-
mation available, that a reduction in 
the length of the following fishing sea-
son is unnecessary. 

(17) Gray triggerfish—(i) Commercial 
sector—(A) If commercial landings for 
gray triggerfish, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 305,262 lb 
(138,465 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
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Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of gray triggerfish is prohib-
ited and harvest or possession of this 
species in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is limited to the bag and posses-
sion limit. This bag and possession 
limit applies in the South Atlantic on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and gray triggerfish are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for gray triggerfish, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 367,303 lb (166,606 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(18) Wreckfish—(i) Commercial sector. 
The ITQ program for wreckfish in the 
South Atlantic serves as the account-
ability measures for commercial 
wreckfish. The commercial ACL for 
wreckfish is equal to the commercial 
quota specified in § 622.42(f). 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for wreckfish, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 11,750 lb (5,330 kg), round weight, 

then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(19) Blue runner—(i) Commercial sec-
tor—(A) If commercial landings for blue 
runner, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the commer-
cial ACL of 188,329 lb (85,425 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for the 
remainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of blue run-
ner is prohibited and harvest or posses-
sion of this species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and blue runner are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for blue runner, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceed the recreational 
ACL of 1,101,612 lb (499,683 kg), round 
weight, then during the following fish-
ing year, recreational landings will be 
monitored for a persistence in in-
creased landings and, if necessary, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, to reduce 
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the length of the following recreational 
fishing season by the amount necessary 
to ensure recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational ACL in the fol-
lowing fishing year. However, the 
length of the recreational season will 
also not be reduced during the fol-
lowing fishing year if the RA deter-
mines, using the best scientific infor-
mation available, that a reduction in 
the length of the following fishing sea-
son is unnecessary. 

(20) Atlantic spadefish—(i) Commercial 
sector—(A) If commercial landings for 
Atlantic spadefish, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 36,476 lb (16,545 
kg), round weight, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. On and after the effective date of 
such a notification, all sale or purchase 
of Atlantic spadefish is prohibited and 
harvest or possession of this species in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is lim-
ited to the bag and possession limit. 
This bag and possession limit applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and Atlantic spadefish are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for Atlantic spadefish, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 246,365 lb (111,749 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 

ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(21) Hogfish—(i) Commercial sector—(A) 
If commercial landings for hogfish, as 
estimated by the SRD, reach or are 
projected to reach the commercial ACL 
of 48,772 lb (22,123 kg), round weight, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the commercial sector for the remain-
der of the fishing year. On and after 
the effective date of such a notifica-
tion, all sale or purchase of hogfish is 
prohibited and harvest or possession of 
this species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and hogfish are overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the ACL for that following year 
by the amount of the overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for hogfish, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 98,866 lb (44,845 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
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reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(22) Red porgy—(i) Commercial sector— 
(A) If commercial landings for red 
porgy, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the quota 
specified in § 622.42(e)(6), the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. 

(B) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and red porgy are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for red porgy, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 197,652 lb (89,653 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(23) Jolthead porgy, knobbed porgy, 
whitebone porgy, scup, and saucereye 
porgy complex—(i) Commercial sector— 
(A) If commercial landings for jolthead 
porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone 
porgy, scup, and saucereye porgy, com-
bined, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the commer-
cial complex ACL of 35,129 lb (15,934 
kg), round weight, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for this complex for the remain-
der of the fishing year. On and after 
the effective date of such a notifica-
tion, all sale or purchase of jolthead 
porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone 

porgy, scup, and saucereye porgy, is 
prohibited, and harvest or possession of 
these species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(B) If the combined commercial land-
ings for this complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
complex is overfished, based on the 
most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries 
Report to Congress, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year to reduce 
the ACL for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for jolthead porgy, knobbed 
porgy, whitebone porgy, scup, and 
saucereye porgy, combined, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 112,485 lb (51,022 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season for this com-
plex by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(24) White grunt, sailor’s choice, 
tomtate, and margate complex—(i) Com-
mercial sector—(A) If commercial land-
ings for white grunt, sailor’s choice, 
tomtate, and margate, combined, as es-
timated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the commercial com-
plex ACL of 214,624 lb (97,352 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for this 
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complex for the remainder of the fish-
ing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of white grunt, sailor’s 
choice, tomtate, and margate, is pro-
hibited, and harvest or possession of 
these species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(B) If the combined commercial land-
ings for this complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
complex is overfished, based on the 
most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries 
Report to Congress, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year to reduce 
the ACL for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for white grunt, sailor’s 
choice, tomtate, and margate, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 562,151 lb (254,987 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season for this com-
plex by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(25) Red snapper—(i) Commercial sector. 
The commercial season for red snapper 
specified in § 622.35(l) and the commer-
cial trip limit specified in § 622.44(c)(9) 
serve as the commercial AMs for red 
snapper. The Southeast Fisheries 
Science Center (SEFSC) will monitor 
commercial landings in-season to de-

termine if the ACL has been harvested. 
If the SEFSC determines the ACL has 
not been harvested in the first 7-day 
opening, the RA may reopen the com-
mercial sector for an additional lim-
ited time. The commercial ACL for red 
snapper is 20,818 lb (9,443 kg), gutted 
weight. 

(ii) Recreational sector. The rec-
reational season specified in § 622.35(l) 
and the recreational bag limit specified 
in § 622.39(d)(1)(xi) serve as the rec-
reational AMs for red snapper. The rec-
reational ACL for red snapper is 9,399 
fish. 

(c) Caribbean island management areas/ 
Caribbean EEZ. If landings from a Car-
ibbean island management area, as 
specified in Appendix E to part 622, ex-
cept for landings of queen conch (see 
§ 622.33(d)), or landings from the Carib-
bean EEZ for tilefish and aquarium 
trade species, are estimated by the 
SRD to have exceeded the applicable 
ACL, as specified in paragraph (c)(1) for 
Puerto Rico management area species 
or species groups, paragraph (c)(2) for 
St. Croix management area species or 
species groups, paragraph (c)(3) for St. 
Thomas/St. John management area 
species or species groups, or paragraph 
(c)(4) for the Caribbean EEZ, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year, 
to reduce the length of the fishing sea-
son for the applicable species or species 
groups that year by the amount nec-
essary to ensure landings do not exceed 
the applicable ACL. If NMFS deter-
mines the ACL for a particular species 
or species group was exceeded because 
of enhanced data collection and moni-
toring efforts instead of an increase in 
total catch of the species or species 
group, NMFS will not reduce the 
length of the fishing season for the ap-
plicable species or species group the 
following fishing year. Landings will be 
evaluated relative to the applicable 
ACL based on a moving multi-year av-
erage of landings, as described in the 
FMP. With the exceptions of Caribbean 
queen conch in Puerto Rico and St. 
Thomas/St. John management areas, 
goliath grouper, Nassau grouper, mid-
night parrotfish, blue parrotfish, and 
rainbow parrotfish, ACLs are based on 
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the combined Caribbean EEZ and terri-
torial landings for each management 
area. The ACLs specified in paragraphs 
(c)(1), (c)(2), (c)(3), and (c)(4) of this sec-
tion are given in round weight. (See 
§ 622.32 for limitations on taking pro-
hibited and limited harvest species. 
The limitations in § 622.32 apply with-
out regard to whether the species is 
harvested by a vessel operating under a 
valid commercial fishing license issued 
by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands or by a person subject to the bag 
limits.) 

(1) Puerto Rico—(i) Commercial ACLs. 
The following ACLs apply to commer-
cial landings of Puerto Rico manage-
ment area species or species groups. 

(A) Queen conch—0 lb (0 kg), for the 
EEZ only. 

(B) Parrotfishes—52,737 lb (23,915 kg). 
(C) Snapper Unit 1—284,685 lb (129,131 

kg). 
(D) Snapper Unit 2—145,916 lb (66,186 

kg). 
(E) Snapper Unit 3—345,775 lb (156,841 

kg). 
(F) Snapper Unit 4—373,295 lb (169,324 

kg). 
(G) Groupers—177,513 lb (80,519 kg). 
(H) Angelfish—8,984 lb (4,075 kg). 
(I) Boxfish—86,115 lb (39,061 kg). 
(J) Goatfishes—17,565 lb (7,967 kg). 
(K) Grunts—182,396 lb (82,733 kg). 
(L) Wrasses—54,147 lb (24,561 kg). 
(M) Jacks—86,059 lb (39,036 kg). 
(N) Scups and porgies, combined—24,739 

lb (11,221 kg). 
(O) Squirrelfish—16,663 lb (7,558 kg). 
(P) Surgeonfish—7,179 lb (3,256 kg). 
(Q) Triggerfish and filefish, combined— 

58,475 lb (26,524 kg). 
(R) Spiny lobster—327,920 lb (148,742 

kg). 
(ii) Recreational ACLs. The following 

ACLs apply to recreational landings of 
Puerto Rico management area species 
or species groups. 

(A) Queen conch—0 lb (0 kg), for the 
EEZ only. 

(B) Parrotfishes—15,263 lb (6,921 kg). 
(C) Snapper Unit 1—95,526 lb (43,330 

kg). 
(D) Snapper Unit 2—34,810 lb (15,790 

kg). 
(E) Snapper Unit 3—83,158 lb (37,720 

kg). 
(F) Snapper Unit 4—28,509 lb (12,931 

kg). 

(G) Groupers—77,213 lb (35,023 kg). 
(H) Angelfish—4,492 lb (2,038 kg). 
(I) Boxfish—4,616 lb (2,094 kg). 
(J) Goatfishes—362 lb (164 kg). 
(K) Grunts—5,028 lb (2,281 kg). 
(L) Wrasses—5,050 lb (2,291 kg). 
(M) Jacks—51,001 lb (23,134 kg). 
(N) Scups and porgies, combined—2,577 

lb (1,169 kg). 
(O) Squirrelfish—3,891 lb (1,765 kg). 
(P) Surgeonfish—3,590 lb (1,628 kg). 
(Q) Triggerfish and filefish, combined— 

21,929 lb (9,947 kg). 
(2) St. Croix. (i) ACLs. The following 

ACLs apply to landings of St. Croix 
management area species or species 
groups. 

(A) Queen conch—50,000 lb (22,680 kg). 
(B) Parrotfishes—240,000 lb (108,863 

kg). 
(C) Snappers—102,946 lb (46,696 kg). 
(D) Groupers—30,435 lb (13,805 kg). 
(E) Angelfish—305 lb (138 kg). 
(F) Boxfish—8,433 lb (3,825 kg). 
(G) Goatfishes—3,766 lb (1,708 kg). 
(H) Grunts—36,881 lb (16,729 kg). 
(I) Wrasses—7 lb (3 kg). 
(J) Jacks—15,489 lb (7,076 kg). 
(K) Scups and porgies, combined—4,638 

lb (2,104 kg). 
(L) Squirrelfish—121 lb (55 kg). 
(M) Surgeonfish—33,603 lb (15,242 kg). 
(N) Triggerfish and filefish, combined— 

24,980 lb (11,331 kg). 
(O) Spiny lobster—107,307 lb (48,674 kg). 
(ii) [Reserved] 
(3) St. Thomas/St. John. (i) ACLs. The 

following ACLs apply to landings of St. 
Thomas/St. John management area 
species or species groups. 

(A) Queen conch—0 lb (0 kg), for the 
EEZ only. 

(B) Parrotfishes—42,500 lb (19,278 kg). 
(C) Snappers—133,775 lb (60,679 kg). 
(D) Groupers—51,849 lb (23,518 kg). 
(E) Angelfish—7,897 lb (3,582 kg). 
(F) Boxfish—27,880 lb (12,646 kg). 
(G) Goatfishes—320 lb (145 kg). 
(H) Grunts—37,617 lb (17,063 kg). 
(I) Wrasses—585 lb (265 kg). 
(J) Jacks—52,907 lb (23,998 kg). 
(K) Scups and porgies, combined—21,819 

lb (9,897 kg). 
(L) Squirrelfish—4,241 lb (1,924 kg). 
(M) Surgeonfish—29,249 lb (13,267 kg). 
(N) Triggerfish and filefish, combined— 

74,447 lb (33,769 kg). 
(O) Spiny lobster—104,199 lb (47,264 kg). 
(ii) [Reserved] 
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(4) Caribbean EEZ. (i) ACLs. The fol-
lowing ACLs apply to landings of spe-
cies or species groups throughout the 
Caribbean EEZ. 

(A) Tilefish—14,642 lb (6,641 kg). 
(B) Aquarium trade species—8,155 lb 

(3,699 kg). 
(ii) [Reserved] 
(d) Royal red shrimp in the Gulf. (1) 

Commercial sector. If commercial land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, exceed 
the commercial ACL, then during the 
following fishing year, if commercial 
landings reach or are projected to 
reach the commercial ACL, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of that 
fishing year. The commercial ACL for 
royal red shrimp is 334,000 lb (151,500 
kg), tail weight. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(e) Atlantic dolphin—(1) Commercial 

sector. If commercial landings for At-
lantic dolphin, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 1,065,524 lb 
(483,314 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of Atlantic dolphin is prohib-
ited and harvest or possession of this 
species in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is limited to the bag and posses-
sion limit. This bag and possession 
limit applies in the South Atlantic on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for Atlantic dolphin, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 13,530,692 lb (6,137,419 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 

ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(f) Atlantic wahoo—(1) Commercial sec-
tor. If commercial landings for Atlantic 
wahoo, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the commer-
cial ACL of 64,147 lb (29,097 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for the 
remainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of Atlantic 
wahoo is prohibited and harvest or pos-
session of this species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for Atlantic wahoo, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 1,427,638 lb (647,566 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(g) South Atlantic golden crab—(1) 
Commercial sector—(i) If commercial 
landings for golden crab, as estimated 
by the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the ACL of 2 million lb (907,185 
kg), round weight, the AA will file a 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 15:03 Nov 29, 2012 Jkt 226237 PO 00000 Frm 00345 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\50\50V12.TXT ofr150 PsN: PC150



336 

50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–12 Edition) § 622.49 

notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the golden crab 
fishery for the remainder of the fishing 
year. On and after the effective date of 
such a notification, all harvest, posses-
sion, sale or purchase of golden crab in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is pro-
hibited. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and golden crab are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(h) Coastal migratory pelagic fish—(1) 

Gulf migratory group king mackerel—(i) 
Commercial sector. If commercial land-
ings, as estimated by the SRD, reach or 
are projected to reach the applicable 
quota specified in § 622.42(c)(1)(i) (com-
mercial ACL), the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for that zone, subzone, or gear type 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the rec-
reational ACL of 8.092 million lb (3.670 
million kg), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to implement a bag and posses-
sion limit for Gulf migratory group 
king mackerel of zero, unless the best 
scientific information available deter-
mines that a bag limit reduction is un-
necessary. This bag and possession 
limit would also apply in the Gulf on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
coastal migratory pelagic fish has been 
issued, without regard to where such 
species were harvested, i.e. in state or 
Federal waters. 

(iii) For purposes of tracking the 
ACL, recreational landings will be 
monitored based on the commercial 
fishing year, July 1 through June 1. 

(2) Atlantic migratory group king mack-
erel—(i) Commercial sector—(A) If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.42(c)(1)(ii) 
(commercial ACL), the AA will file a 

notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. 

(B) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (h)(2)(i)(A) of this 
section, if the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (h)(2)(iii) of this 
section, and Atlantic migratory group 
king mackerel are overfished, based on 
the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the commercial quota (commer-
cial ACL) for that following year by 
the amount of any commercial sector 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If the sum 
of the commercial and recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceeds the stock ACL, as specified in 
paragraph (h)(2)(iii) of this section, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, at or near 
the beginning of the following fishing 
year to reduce the bag limit by the 
amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings may achieve the 
recreational annual catch target 
(ACT), but do not exceed the rec-
reational ACL, in the following fishing 
year. The recreational ACT is 6.11 mil-
lion lb (2.77 million kg). The rec-
reational ACL is 6.58 million lb (2.99 
million lb). 

(B) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (h)(2)(ii)(A) of this 
section, if the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (h)(2)(iii) of this 
section, and Atlantic migratory group 
king mackerel are overfished, based on 
the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the recreational ACL and ACT for 
that following year by the amount of 
any recreational sector overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(C) For purposes of tracking the ACL, 
recreational landings will be evaluated 
based on the commercial fishing year, 
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March through February. Recreational 
landings will be evaluated relative to 
the ACL based on a moving multi-year 
average of landings, as described in the 
FMP. 

(iii) The stock ACL for Atlantic mi-
gratory group king mackerel is 10.46 
million lb (4.75 million kg). 

(3) Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel—(i) If the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, reaches or is projected to 
reach the stock ACL, as specified in 
paragraph (h)(3)(iii) of this section, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
a notification, all sale and purchase of 
Gulf migratory group Spanish mack-
erel is prohibited and the harvest and 
possession limit of this species in or 
from the Gulf EEZ is zero. This posses-
sion limit also applies in the Gulf on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
coastal migratory pelagic fish has been 
issued, without regard to where such 
species were harvested, i.e., in state or 
Federal waters. 

(ii) For purposes of tracking the 
ACL, recreational landings will be 
evaluated based on the commercial 
fishing year, April through March. 

(iii) The stock ACL for Gulf migra-
tory group Spanish mackerel is 5.15 
million lb (4.75 million kg). 

(4) Atlantic migratory group Spanish 
mackerel—(i) Commercial sector—(A) If 
commercial landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(c)(2)(ii) (commercial ACL), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. 

(B) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (h)(4)(i)(A) of this 
section, if the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (h)(4)(iii), and 
Atlantic migratory group Spanish 
mackerel are overfished, based on the 
most recent status of U.S. Fisheries 
Report to Congress, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-

eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year to reduce 
the commercial quota (commercial 
ACL) for that following year by the 
amount of any commercial sector over-
age in the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If the sum 
of the commercial and recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceeds the stock ACL, as specified in 
paragraph (h)(4)(iii) of this section, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, at or near 
the beginning of the following fishing 
year to reduce the bag limit by the 
amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings may achieve the 
recreational ACT, but do not exceed 
the recreational ACL, in the following 
fishing year. The recreational ACT is 
2.32 million lb (1.05 million kg). The 
recreational ACL is 2.56 million lb (1.16 
million kg). 

(B) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (h)(4)(ii)(A) of this 
section, if the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (h)(4)(iii) of this 
section, and Atlantic migratory group 
Spanish mackerel are overfished, based 
on the most recent status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the recreational ACT for that fol-
lowing year by the amount of any rec-
reational sector overage in the prior 
fishing year. 

(C) For purposes of tracking the ACL 
and ACT, recreational landings will be 
evaluated based on the commercial 
fishing year, March through February. 
Recreational landings will be evaluated 
relative to the ACL based on a moving 
multi-year average of landings, as de-
scribed in the FMP. 

(iii) The stock ACL for Atlantic mi-
gratory group Spanish mackerel is 5.69 
million lb (2.58 million kg). 

(5) Gulf migratory group cobia—(i) If 
the sum of the commercial and rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reaches or is projected to reach 
the stock ACT, as specified in para-
graph (h)(5)(ii) of this section, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register to close the 
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commercial and recreational sectors 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
a notification, all sale and purchase of 
Gulf migratory group cobia is prohib-
ited and the harvest and possession 
limit of this species in or from the Gulf 
EEZ is zero. This bag and possession 
limit also applies in the Gulf on board 
a vessel for which a valid Federal char-
ter vessel/headboat permit for coastal 
migratory pelagic fish has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal 
water. 

(ii) The stock ACT for Gulf migra-
tory group cobia is 1.31 million lb (0.59 
million kg). The stock ACL for Gulf 
migratory group cobia is 1.46 million lb 
(0.66 million kg). 

(6) Atlantic migratory group cobia—(i) 
Commercial sector—(A) If commercial 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the 
quota specified in § 622.42(c)(3)(ii) (com-
mercial ACL), the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for the remainder of the fishing 
year. 

(B) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (h)(6)(i)(A) of this 
section, if the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (h)(6)(iii) of this 
section, and Atlantic migratory group 
cobia are overfished, based on the most 
recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report 
to Congress, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, at or near the beginning of the 
following fishing year to reduce the 
commercial quota (commercial ACL) 
for that following year by the amount 
of any commercial sector overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational sector. (A) If the sum 
of the commercial and recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceeds the stock ACL, as specified in 
paragraph (h)(6)(iii) of this section, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, at or near 
the beginning of the following fishing 
year to reduce the length of the fol-
lowing recreational fishing season by 
the amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings may achieve the 

recreational ACT, but do not exceed 
the recreational ACL in the following 
fishing year. Further, during that fol-
lowing year, if necessary, the AA may 
file additional notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to readjust 
the reduced fishing season to ensure 
recreational harvest achieves but does 
not exceed the intended harvest level. 
The recreational ACT is 1,184,688 lb 
(537,365 kg). The recreational ACL is 
1,445,687 (655,753 kg). 

(B) In addition to the measures speci-
fied in paragraph (h)(6)(ii)(A) of this 
section, if the sum of the commercial 
and recreational landings, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceeds the stock ACL, as 
specified in paragraph (h)(6)(iii) of this 
section, and Atlantic migratory group 
cobia are overfished, based on the most 
recent status of U.S. Fisheries Report 
to Congress, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, at or near the beginning of the 
following fishing year to reduce the 
recreational ACL and ACT for that fol-
lowing year by the amount of any rec-
reational sector overage in the prior 
fishing year. 

(C) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL based on 
a moving multi-year average of land-
ings, as described in the FMP. 

(iii) The stock ACL for Atlantic mi-
gratory group cobia is 1,571,399 lb 
(712,775 kg). 

[73 FR 31843, July 3, 2008, as amended at 74 
FR 17610, Apr. 16, 2009; 75 FR 9118, Mar. 1, 
2010; 75 FR 74660, Dec. 1, 2010; 75 FR 82293, 
Dec. 30, 2010; 76 FR 82053, 82067, Dec. 28, 2011; 
76 FR 82410, 82418, Dec. 30, 2011; 77 FR 6998, 
Feb. 10, 2012; 77 FR 15927, Mar. 16, 2012; 77 FR 
28310, May 14, 2012; 77 FR 32420, June 1, 2012; 
77 FR 34259, June 11, 2012; 77 FR 45272, July 
31, 2012] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTES: 1. At 77 FR 28310, 
May 14, 2012, § 622.49(a)(2) was suspended and 
(a)(17) was added, effective May 14, 2012, 
through Nov. 10, 2012. 

2. At 77 FR 51942, Aug. 28, 2012, § 622.49, 
paragraph (b)(25) was added, effective Aug. 
28, 2012, through Dec. 31, 2012. 

§ 622.50 Caribbean spiny lobster im-
port prohibitions. 

(a) Minimum size limits for imported 
spiny lobster. There are two minimum 
size limits that apply to importation of 
spiny lobster into the United States 
-one that applies any place subject to 
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