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(ii) [Reserved] 
(d) Electronic fish tickets. IFQ first re-

ceivers using the electronic fish ticket 
software provided by Pacific States 
Marine Fisheries Commission are re-
quired to meet the hardware and soft-
ware requirements below. Those IFQ 
first receivers who have NMFS-ap-
proved software compatible with the 
standards specified by Pacific States 
Marine Fisheries Commission for elec-
tronic fish tickets are not subject to 
any specific hardware or software re-
quirements. 

(1) Hardware and software require-
ments. A personal computer system 
with the following minimum require-
ments: 

(i) Processor: 500-megahertz (MHz) or 
higher processor; 

(ii) Random Access Memory (RAM): 
256 megabytes (MB) or higher; 

(iii) Hard disk space: 
(A) If already have MS Access 2007 or 

2010, 200 MB available disk size. 
(B) If loading the MS Access 2007 

runtime, then 700 MB available disk 
size. 

(iv) Monitor: 1024 × 768 or higher dis-
play resolution; 

(v) Operating system: Microsoft Win-
dows XP with Service Pack (SP) 2, 
Windows Server 2003 with SP1, or later 
operating system such as Windows 
Vista or Windows 7. 

(vi) Software: Microsoft Access 2007 
or Microsoft Access 2010, or a runtime 
version provided by the Pacific States 
Marine Fisheries Commission. 

(2) NMFS-approved software standards 
and internet access. The IFQ first re-
ceiver is responsible for obtaining, in-
stalling, and updating electronic fish 
tickets software either provided by Pa-
cific States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion, or compatible with the data ex-
port specifications specified by Pacific 
States Marine Fisheries Commission 
and for maintaining internet access 
sufficient to transmit data files. Re-
quests for data export specifications 
can be submitted to: Attn: Electronic 
Fish Ticket Monitoring, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Northwest Re-
gion, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 
7600 Sand Point Way NE., Seattle, WA 
98115. 

(3) Maintenance. The IFQ first re-
ceiver is responsible for ensuring that 

all hardware and software required 
under this subsection are fully oper-
ational and functional whenever they 
receive, purchase, or take custody, con-
trol, or possession of an IFQ landing. 
‘‘Functional’’ means that the software 
requirements and minimum hardware 
requirements described at paragraphs 
(d)(1) and (2) of this section are met 
and data transmissions to Pacific 
States Marine Fisheries Commission 
can be executed effectively by the 
equipment. 

(4) Improving data quality. Vessel own-
ers and operators, IFQ first receivers, 
or shoreside processor owners, or man-
agers may contact NMFS in writing to 
request assistance in improving data 
quality and resolving issues. Requests 
may be submitted to: Attn: Electronic 
Fish Ticket Monitoring, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Northwest Re-
gion, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 
7600 Sand Point Way, NE, Seattle, WA 
98115. 

[75 FR 78375, Dec. 15, 2010, as amended at 76 
FR 74733, Dec. 1, 2011; 77 FR 55155, Sept. 7, 
2012] 

§ 660.16 Groundfish observer program. 

(a) General. Vessel owners, operators, 
and managers are jointly and severally 
responsible for their vessel’s compli-
ance with observer requirements speci-
fied in this section and within §§ 660.140, 
660.150, 660.160, subpart D; § 660.216, sub-
part E; § 660.316, subpart F; or subpart 
G. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of the 
Groundfish Observer Program is to col-
lect fisheries data necessary and appro-
priate for, among other relevant pur-
poses, management, compliance moni-
toring, and research in the groundfish 
fisheries and for the conservation of 
living marine resources. 

(c) Observer coverage requirements. The 
following table provides references to 
the paragraphs in the Pacific coast 
groundfish subparts that contain fish-
ery specific requirements. Observer 
coverage required for the Shorebased 
IFQ Program, MS Coop Program, or C/ 
P Coop Program shall not be used to 
comply with observer coverage require-
ments for any other Pacific coast 
groundfish fishery in which that vessel 
may also participate. 
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(1) Shorebased IFQ Program—Trawl Fishery § 660.140, 
subpart D. 

(2) MS Coop Program—Whiting At-sea Trawl 
Fishery.

§ 660.150, 
subpart D. 

(3) C/P Coop Program—Whiting At-sea Trawl 
Fishery.

§ 660.160, 
subpart D. 

(4) Fixed Gear Fisheries .................................. § 660.216, 
subpart E. 

(5) Open Access Fisheries ............................... § 660.316, 
subpart F. 

[75 FR 78376, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 660.17 Catch monitors and catch 
monitor service providers. 

(a) Catch monitor program training and 
certification. Catch monitor certifi-
cation authorizes an individual to ful-
fill duties as specified by NMFS while 
under the employ of a certified catch 
monitor provider. 

(1) A training certification signifies 
the successful completion of the train-
ing course required to obtain catch 
monitor certification. This endorse-
ment expires when the catch monitor 
has not been deployed and performed 
sampling duties as required by the 
catch monitor program office for a pe-
riod of time, specified by the catch 
monitor program, after his or her most 
recent debriefing. The catch monitor 
can renew the certification by success-
fully completing training once more. 

(2) Catch monitor program annual brief-
ing. Each catch monitor must attend 
an annual briefing prior to his or her 
first deployment within any calendar 
year subsequent to a year in which a 
training certification is obtained. To 
maintain certification, a catch mon-
itor must successfully complete the an-
nual briefing, as specified by the catch 
monitor program. All briefing attend-
ance, performance, and conduct stand-
ards required by the catch monitor pro-
gram must be met. 

(3) Maintaining the validity of a catch 
monitor certification. After initial 
issuance, a catch monitor must keep 
their certification valid by meeting all 
of the following requirements specified 
below: 

(i) Successfully perform their as-
signed duties as described in the Catch 
Monitor Manual or other written in-
structions from the catch monitor pro-
gram. 

(ii) Accurately record their data, 
write complete reports, and report ac-
curately any observations of suspected 
violations of regulations relevant to 
conservation of marine resources or 
their environment. 

(iii) Not disclose collected data and 
observations made on board the vessel 
or in the first receiver facility to any 
person except the owner or operator of 
the observed vessel, first receiver man-
agement or an authorized officer or 
NMFS. 

(iv) Successfully complete NMFS-ap-
proved annual briefings as prescribed 
by the catch monitor program. 

(v) Successful completion of a brief-
ing by a catch monitor consists of 
meeting all attendance and conduct 
standards issued in writing at the start 
of training; meeting all performance 
standards issued in writing at the start 
of training for assignments, tests, and 
other evaluation tools; and completing 
all other briefing requirements estab-
lished by the catch monitor program. 

(vi) Successfully meet all expecta-
tions in all debriefings including re-
porting for assigned debriefings. 

(vii) Submit all data and information 
required by the catch monitor program 
within the program’s stated guidelines: 

(b) Catch monitor certification require-
ments. NMFS may certify individuals 
who: 

(1) Are employed by a certified catch 
monitor provider at the time of the 
issuance of the certification and quali-
fied, as described at paragraph (e)(1)(i) 
through (viii) of this section and have 
provided proof of qualifications to 
NMFS, through the certified catch 
monitor provider. 

(2) Have successfully completed 
NMFS-approved training. 

(i) Successful completion of training 
by an applicant consists of meeting all 
attendance and conduct standards 
issued in writing at the start of train-
ing; meeting all performance standards 
issued in writing at the start of train-
ing for assignments, tests, and other 
evaluation tools; and completing all 
other training requirements estab-
lished by NMFS. 

(ii) If a candidate fails training, he or 
she will be notified in writing on or be-
fore the last day of training. The noti-
fication will indicate: The reasons the 
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