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(iii) Any person with documented
participation in the pelagic longline
fishery on a Class A size vessel in the
EEZ around American Samoa prior to
March 22, 2002.

(3) Class B-1, C-1, and D-1 Permits.
Class B-1, C-1, and D-1 permits may
not be transferred to a different owner
for 3 years from the date of initial
issuance, except by bequest or intes-
tate succession if the permit holder
dies during those 3 years. After the ini-
tial 3 years, Class B-1, C-1, and D-1 per-
mits may be transferred only in ac-
cordance with the restrictions in para-
graph (i)(1) of this section.

(j) Permit renewal and registration of
vessels.

(1) Use requirements. An American
Samoa longline limited access permit
will not be renewed following 3 con-
secutive calendar years (beginning
with the year after the permit was
issued in the name of the current per-
mit holder) in which the vessel(s) to
which it is registered landed less than:

(i) For permit size Classes A or B: a
total of 1,000 1b (455 kg) of western Pa-
cific pelagic MUS harvested in the EEZ
around American Samoa using longline
gear, or

(ii) For permit size Classes C or D: a
total of 5,000 1b (2,273 kg) of western
Pacific pelagic MUS harvested in the
EEZ around American Samoa using
longline gear.

(2) [Reserved]

(k) Concentration of ownership of
permits. No more than 10 percent of
the maximum number of permits, of all
size classes combined, may be held by
the same permit holder. Fractional in-
terest will be counted as a full permit
for the purpose of calculating whether
the 10-percent standard has been
reached.

(1) Three year review. Within 3 years
of the effective date of this final rule,
the Council shall consider appropriate
revisions to the American Samoa lim-
ited entry program after reviewing the
effectiveness of the program with re-
spect to its Dbiological and socio-
economic objectives, concerning gear

§665.818

conflict, overfishing, enforceability,
compliance, and other issues.

§665.817 [Reserved]

§665.818 Exemptions for American
Samoa large vessel prohibited
areas.

(a) An exemption will be issued to a
person who currently owns a large ves-
sel to use that vessel to fish for west-
ern Pacific pelagic MUS in the Amer-
ican Samoa large vessel prohibited
management areas, if the person seek-
ing the exemption had been the owner
of that vessel when it was registered
for use with a Western Pacific general
longline permit, and has made at least
one landing of western Pacific pelagic
MUS in American Samoa on or prior to
November 13, 1997.

(b) A landing of western Pacific pe-
lagic MUS for the purpose of this sec-
tion must have been properly recorded
on a NMFS Western Pacific Federal
daily longline form that was submitted
to NMF'S, as required in §665.14.

(c) An exemption is valid only for a
vessel that was registered for use with
a Western Pacific general longline per-
mit and landed western Pacific pelagic
MUS in American Samoa on or prior to
November 13, 1997, or for a replacement
vessel of equal or smaller LOA than the
vessel that was initially registered for
use with a Western Pacific general
longline permit on or prior to Novem-
ber 13, 1997.

(d) An exemption is valid only for the
vessel for which it is registered. An ex-
emption not registered for use with a
particular vessel may not be used.

(e) An exemption may not be trans-
ferred to another person.

(f) If more than one person, e.g., a
partnership or corporation, owned a
large vessel when it was registered for
use with a Western Pacific general
longline permit and made at least one
landing of western Pacific pelagic MUS
in American Samoa on or prior to No-
vember 13, 1997, an exemption issued
under this section will be issued to
only one person.
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