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§679.50 Groundfish Observer Program.

* * * * *
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(1) Unless otherwise specified in para-
graphs (c)(4) through (8) of this section, ob-
server coverage is required as follows:

* * * * *

(8) Longline catcher/processor subsector. The
owner and operator of a catcher/processor
subject to §679.100(b) must comply with the
following observer coverage requirements:

(i) Increased observer coverage option. If the
vessel owner selects the increased observer
coverage option under §679.100(b)(1), at least
two observers must be aboard the vessel at
all times when the vessel is operating in ei-
ther the BSAI or GOA groundfish fisheries
when directed fishing for Pacific cod is open
in the BSAI, or while the vessel is groundfish
CDQ fishing. At least one of the observers
must be certified as a lead level 2 observer as
described at §679.50(j))(1)(vV)(E)(3). More than
two observers are required if the observer
workload would otherwise preclude sampling
as required under §679.100(b)(1)(ii).

(ii) Scales option. If the vessel owner selects
the scales option under §679.100(b)(2), one
lead level 2 observer as described at para-
graph (j)()(v)(E)(3) of this section must be
aboard the vessel at all times when the ves-
sel is operating in either the BSAI or GOA
groundfish fisheries when directed fishing for
Pacific cod is open in the BSAI, or while the
vessel is groundfish CDQ fishing.

* * * * *
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(3) A ‘““lead” level 2 observer on a vessel
using nontrawl gear must have completed
two observer cruises (contracts) of at least 10
days each and sampled at least 30 sets on a
vessel using nontrawl gear.

Subpart F—American Fisheries Act
and Aleutian Island Directed
Pollock Fishery Management
Measures

SOURCE: 67 FR 79734, Dec. 30, 2002, unless
otherwise noted.

§679.61

§679.60 Authority and related regula-
tions.

(a) Regulations under this subpart
were developed by the National Marine
Fisheries Service and the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council to imple-
ment the American Fisheries Act
(AFA) (Div. C, Title II, Subtitle II,
Public Law 105-277, 112 Stat. 2681 (1998))
and the Consolidated Appropriations
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-199, Sec.
803). Additional regulations in this part
that implement specific provisions of
the AFA and Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act of 2004 are set out at §§679.2
Definitions, 679.4 Permits, 679.5 Record-
keeping and reporting (R &R), 679.7
Prohibitions, 679.20 General limita-
tions, 679.21 Prohibited species bycatch
management, 679.28 Equipment and
operational requirements, 679.31 CDQ
reserves, and 679.50 Groundfish Ob-
server Program.

(b) Regulations developed by the De-
partment of Transportation to imple-
ment provisions of the AFA are found
at 46 CFR part 356.

[70 FR 9867, Mar. 1, 2005]

§679.61 Formation and operation of
fishery cooperatives.

(a) Who is liable for violations by a fish-
ery cooperative and cooperative members?
A fishery cooperative must comply
with the provisions of this section. The
owners and operators of vessels that
are members of a fishery cooperative,
including vessels under contract to a
cooperative, are responsible for ensur-
ing that the fishery cooperative com-
plies with the directed fishing,
sideboard closures, PSC limits and
other allocations and restrictions that
are applicable to the fishery coopera-
tive. The owners and operators of ves-
sels that are members of a fishery co-
operative, including vessels under con-
tract to a cooperative, are responsible
for ensuring that all fishery coopera-
tive members comply with the directed
fishing, sideboard closures, PSC limits
and other allocations and restrictions
that are applicable to the fishery coop-
erative.

(b) Who must comply this section? Any
fishery cooperative formed under sec-
tion 1 of the Fisherman’s Collective
Marketing Act 1934 (15 U.S.C. 521) for
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