
232 

50 CFR Ch. I (10–1–12 Edition) § 25.22 

§ 25.22 Lost and found articles. 
Lost articles or money found on a na-

tional wildlife refuge are to be imme-
diately turned in to the nearest refuge 
office. 

§ 25.23 What are the general regula-
tions and information collection re-
quirements? 

The Office of Management and Budg-
et has approved the information collec-
tion requirements contained in sub-
chapter C, parts 25, 32, and 36 under 44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned the fol-
lowing control numbers: 1018–0014 for 
Special Use Permit Applications on 
National Wildlife Refuges in Alaska; 
1018–0102 for Special Use Permit Appli-
cations on National Wildlife Refuges 
Outside Alaska; and 1018–0140 for Hunt-
ing and Fishing Application Forms and 
Activity Reports for National Wildlife 
Refuges. We collect information to as-
sist us in administering our programs 
in accordance with statutory authori-
ties that require that recreational or 
other uses be compatible with the pri-
mary purposes for which the areas were 
established. Send comments on any as-
pect of these forms to the Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, MS 222 ARLSQ, 
Washington, DC 20240. 

[74 FR 41355, Aug. 17, 2009] 

Subpart C—Public Notice 

§ 25.31 General provisions. 
Whenever a particular public access, 

use or recreational activity of any type 
whatsoever, not otherwise expressly 
permitted under this subchapter, is 
permitted on a national wildlife refuge 
or where public access, use, or rec-
reational or other activities previously 
permitted are curtailed, the public 
may be notified by any of the following 
methods, all of which supplement this 
subchapter C: 

(a) Official signs posted conspicu-
ously at appropriate intervals and loca-
tions; 

(b) Special regulations issued under 
the provisions of § 26.33 of this sub-
chapter C. 

(c) Maps available in the office of the 
refuge manager, regional director, or 
area director, or 

(d) Other appropriate methods which 
will give the public actual or construc-
tive notice of the permitted or cur-
tailed public access, use, or rec-
reational activity. 

Subpart D—Permits 
§ 25.41 Who issues refuge permits? 

We authorize the refuge manager of 
the facility where an activity is to 
take place to issue permits required by 
this subchapter C unless the regula-
tions in this subchapter C require the 
applicant to obtain the applicable per-
mit from the Director or Secretary. In 
those situations, the refuge manager 
will so inform the applicant, giving the 
applicant all necessary information as 
to how and where to apply. 

[67 FR 58942, Sept. 18, 2002] 

§ 25.42 Permits required to be exhib-
ited on request. 

Any person on a national wildlife ref-
uge shall upon request by any author-
ized official exhibit the required Fed-
eral or State permit or license author-
izing their presence and activity on the 
area and shall furnish such other infor-
mation for identification purposes as 
may be requested. 

§ 25.43 Who may terminate or revoke a 
permit and why? 

The refuge manager may terminate 
or revoke a permit at any time for non-
compliance with the terms of the per-
mit or of the regulations in this sub-
chapter C; for nonuse; for violation of 
any law, regulation, or order applicable 
to the refuge; or to protect public 
health or safety or the resources of a 
national wildlife refuge. 

[67 FR 58943, Sept. 18, 2002] 

§ 25.44 How do we grant permits for 
easement area uses? 

(a) The provisions of this subsection 
shall govern the regulation of activi-
ties that affect easement interests ac-
quired by the United States. All other 
provisions of subchapter C shall apply 
to activities within such easement 
areas, but only to the extent that those 
provisions are directly or indirectly re-
lated to the protection of those ease-
ment interests expressly acquired by 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 11:53 Dec 06, 2012 Jkt 226234 PO 00000 Frm 00242 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\226234.XXX 226234em
cd

on
al

d 
on

 D
S

K
67

Q
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



233 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 25.45 

the United States which are specified 
in the easement agreement itself, and 
are not inconsistent with the provi-
sions of this subsection. 

(b) We require permits for use of 
easement areas administered by us 
where proposed activities may affect 
the property interest acquired by the 
United States. Applications for permits 
will be submitted in writing to the Re-
gional Director or a designee. We may 
grant special use permits to owners of 
servient estates, or to third parties 
with the owner’s agreement, by the Re-
gional Director or a designee, upon 
written determination that such per-
mitted use is compatible. If we ulti-
mately determine that the requested 
use will not affect the United States’ 
interest, the Regional Director will 
issue a letter of non-objection. 

(c) In instances where the third appli-
cant is a governmental entity which 
has acquired a partial interest in the 
servient estate by subsequent con-
demnation, a special use permit may 
be granted to the governmental entity 
without the servient estate owner’s 
agreement if the regional director or 
his or her designee determines: 

(1) The permitted use is compatible; 
and 

(2) The permitted use is consistent 
with the partial property interests ob-
tained through condemnation. 

(d) Regulations pertaining to rights- 
of-way in easement areas are contained 
in 50 CFR part 29.21. 

[51 FR 7575, Mar. 5, 1986, as amended at 65 FR 
62482, Oct. 18, 2000] 

§ 25.45 Appeals procedure. 
(a) Who may appeal. Any person who 

is adversely affected by a refuge man-
ager’s decision or order relating to the 
person’s permit granted by the Service, 
or application for permit, within the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. This 
section does not apply to permits or 
applications for rights-of-way. See 
§ 29.22 for the hearing and appeals pro-
cedure on rights-of-way. 

(b) Preliminary procedure. Prior to 
making any adverse decision or order 
on a permit or application for permit, 
the refuge manager shall notify the 
permittee or applicant orally or in 
writing of the proposed action and its 
effective date. The permittee or appli-

cant shall have twenty (20) days after 
notification in which to present to the 
refuge manager, orally or in writing, a 
statement in opposition to the pro-
posed action or date. The permittee or 
applicant shall be notified in writing 
within twenty (20) days after receipt of 
the statement in opposition, of the ref-
uge manager’s final decision or order. 

(c) Appeals, how taken. If the refuge 
manager still intends to proceed with 
the proposed action, the permittee or 
applicant shall have thirty (30) days 
from the postmarked date of the refuge 
manager’s final decision or order in 
which to file a written appeal to the 
appropriate area manager. The appel-
lant (permittee or applicant) shall be 
notified in writing within thirty (30) 
days from the postmarked date of the 
appeal of the area manager’s decision. 
The appellant shall have (30) days from 
the postmarked date of the area man-
ager’s decision to further appeal in 
writing to the appropriate regional di-
rector. 

(d) Decision of regional director. The 
regional director’s decision shall be 
final and issued in writing to the appel-
lant within thirty (30) days from the 
postmarked date of the appeal. 

(e) Oral presentation. The appellant 
shall be provided an opportunity for 
oral presentation before the area man-
ager or the regional director within the 
respective thirty (30) day appeal peri-
ods. 

(f) Addresses. The addresses of the ap-
propriate officials to whom appeals 
may be taken shall be furnished in 
each decision or order. 

(g) Suspension pending appeal. Compli-
ance with any decision or order of a 
refuge manager shall not be suspended 
by reason of an appeal having been 
taken unless such suspension is author-
ized in writing by the area manager or 
regional director (depending upon the 
official before whom the appeal is 
pending), and then only upon a deter-
mination by these officials that such 
suspension will not be detrimental to 
the interests of the United States or 
upon submission and acceptance of a 
bond deemed adequate to indemnify 
the United States from loss or damage. 

[42 FR 64120, Dec. 22, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 7575, Mar. 5, 1986] 
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