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SOURCE: 48 FR 16858, Apr. 19, 1983, unless 
otherwise noted. 

NOTE: The information collection require-
ments contained in this part do not require 
approval by the Office of Management and 
Budget under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq., because 
there are fewer than 10 respondents annu-
ally. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 37.1 Purpose. 

These regulations implement the re-
quirement of section 1002(d) of the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act, 94 Stat. 2450, as amend-
ed, 16 U.S.C. 3142(d), that the Secretary 
establish guidelines governing surface 
geological and geophysical exploration 
for oil and gas within the coastal plain 
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 
Section 1002 mandates an oil and gas 
exploration program for the refuge’s 
coastal plain. The program shall cul-
minate in a report to Congress which 
contains, among other things, the iden-
tification of those areas within the 
coastal plain that have oil and gas pro-
duction potential, an estimate of the 
volume of oil and gas concerned, the 
description of the wildlife, its habitat, 
and other resources that are within the 
areas identified, and an evaluation of 
the adverse effects that the carrying 
out of further exploration for, and the 
development and production of, oil and 
gas within such areas will have on the 
refuge’s resources. It is the objective of 
this program to ascertain the best pos-
sible data and information concerning 
the probable existence, location, vol-
ume, and potential for further explo-
ration, development, and production of 
oil and gas within the coastal plain 
without significantly adversely affect-
ing the wildlife, its habitat, or the en-
vironment and without unnecessary 
duplication of exploratory activities. 
These regulations prescribe the re-
quirements and procedures for obtain-
ing authorization for and the conduct 
of such exploratory activities, and for 
submitting to the Department the re-
sulting data and information. These 
regulations also describe other matters 
relating to the administration of the 
program. 

§ 37.2 Definitions. 

The following definitions are applica-
ble to the sections of this part. 

(a) Act means section 1002 of the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act, 94 Stat. 2449, as amended 
by section 110 of Pub. L. 97–394, 96 Stat. 
1982, 16 U.S.C. 3142. 

(b) Adequate protective cover means 
snow or a frostline, or both, sufficient 
to protect the vegetation and soil from 
significant adverse effects due to the 
operation of surface equipment, as de-
termined by the Regional Director. 

(c) Coastal lagoons means the waters 
and submerged lands between the 
mainland and the offshore barrier is-
lands that lie between Brownlow Point 
and the Aichilik River within the 
coastal plain. 

(d) Coastal plain means that area 
shown on the map entitled ‘‘Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge’’, dated August 
1980, and legally described in appendix 
I of this part. 

(e) Cultural resource means any dis-
trict, site, building, structure, or ob-
ject significant in American history, 
architecture, archeology, engineering 
or culture, as determined in accordance 
with 36 CFR 60.6. 

(f) Department means the Department 
of the Interior and any of its compo-
nent bureaus and offices. 

(g) Director means the Director of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service of his 
authorized representative. 

(h) Exploration plan means the way in 
which a program of exploratory activi-
ties is proposed to be arranged and car-
ried out. 

(i) Exploratory activities means surface 
geological exploration or seismic ex-
ploration or both of the coastal plain 
and all related activities and logistics 
required for either or both, and any 
other type of geophysical exploration 
of the coastal plain which involves or 
is a component of an exploration pro-
gram for the coastal plain involving 
surface use of refuge lands and all re-
lated activities and logistics required 
for such exploration. 

(j) Harass means to pursue, hunt, 
take, capture, molest, collect, harm, 
shoot or kill or attempt to engage in 
any of the preceding by either inten-
tional or negligent act or omission. 
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