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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv., Interior § 84.11 

Subpart A—General Background 
§ 84.10 What is the purpose and scope 

of this rule? 
The regulations in this part establish 

the requirements for coastal State par-
ticipation in the National Coastal Wet-
lands Conservation Grant Program au-
thorized by Section 305 of the Coastal 
Wetlands Planning, Protection and 
Restoration Act (Pub L. 101–646, title 
III; 16 U.S.C. 3954). The primary goal of 
the National Coastal Wetlands Con-
servation Grant Program is the long- 
term conservation of coastal wetlands 
ecosystems. It accomplishes this by 
helping States protect, restore, and en-
hance their coastal habitats through a 
competitive grants program. Results 
are measured in acres protected, re-
stored, and enhanced. 

§ 84.11 How does the Service define 
the terms used in this rule? 

Terms used have the following mean-
ing in this part: 

Coastal barrier. A depositional geo-
logic feature that is subject to wave, 
tidal, and wind energies; protects land-
ward aquatic habitats from direct wave 
attack; and includes all associated 
aquatic habitats such as adjacent wet-
lands, marshes, estuaries, inlets, and 
nearshore waters. These can include is-
lands; spits of land connected to a 
mainland at one end; sand bars that 
connect two headlands and enclose 
aquatic habitat; broad, sandy, dune 
beaches; or fringing mangroves. Coast-
al barriers are found on coastlines in-
cluding major embayments and the 
Great Lakes of the United States and 
its territories. 

Coastal Barrier Resources System. A de-
fined set of undeveloped coastal areas, 
designated by the Coastal Barrier Re-
sources Act of 1982 (Pub. L. 97–348) and 
the Coastal Barrier Improvement Act 
of 1990 (Pub. L. 101–591). Within these 
defined units of the System, Federal 
expenditures are restricted to discour-
age development of coastal barriers. 

Coastal States. States bordering the 
Great Lakes (Illinois, Indiana, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, and Wisconsin); States bor-
dering the Atlantic, Gulf (except Lou-
isiana), and Pacific coasts (Alabama, 
Alaska, California, Connecticut, Dela-

ware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, North Carolina, Oregon, Rhode 
Island, South Carolina, Texas, Vir-
ginia, and Washington); and American 
Samoa, Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands, Guam, Puerto 
Rico, and the Virgin Islands. (Lou-
isiana is not included because it has its 
own wetlands conservation program 
authorized by the Coastal Wetlands 
Planning, Protection and Restoration 
Act and implemented by the Corps of 
Engineers with assistance from the 
State of Louisiana, the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the Depart-
ments of the Interior, Agriculture, and 
Commerce.) 

Coastal wetland ecosystems. Eco-
systems that consist of multiple, inter-
related coastal land features. They in-
clude wetlands in drainage basins of es-
tuaries or coastal waters that contain 
saline, brackish, and nearshore waters; 
coastlines and adjacent lands; adjacent 
freshwater and intermediate wetlands 
that interact as an ecological unit; and 
river mouths and those portions of 
major river systems affected by tidal 
influence—all of which interact as an 
integrated ecological unit. Shorelands, 
dunes, nearshore islands, barrier is-
lands and associated headlands, and 
freshwater wetlands within estuarine 
drainages are included in the definition 
since these interrelated features are 
critical to coastal fish, wildlife, and 
their habitats. 

The definition of a coastal wetland 
ecosystem also applies to the Great 
Lakes and their watersheds, where 
freshwater plays a similar hydrologic 
role. The Great Lakes coastal wetland 
ecosystem is made up of multiple 
interrelated coastal landscape features 
along the Great Lakes. The Great 
Lakes coastal wetland ecosystem in-
cludes wetlands located adjacent to 
any of the Great Lakes including Lake 
St. Clair and connecting waters, and 
mouths of river or stream systems 
draining directly into the Great Lakes. 
Shorelands, dunes, offshore islands, 
and barrier islands and associated 
headlands are included in the defini-
tion since these interrelated features 
are critical to Great Lakes fish, wild-
life, and their habitats. 
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