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(BE) Filing a stenographic record of
each administrative hearing where a
transcript is required.

(F) Preparing for certification and
certifying under the Secretary’s fac-
simile signature, material on file in
the Hearing Clerk’s office.

(G) Performing any other clerical du-
ties with respect to the documents rel-
ative to such proceedings as may be re-
quired to be performed.

(H) Cooperating with the Office of
Operations in the letting of contracts
for stenographic and reporting serv-
ices; and forwarding vouchers to appro-
priate agencies for payment.

(I) Receiving and compiling data,
views or comments filed in response to
notices of proposed standards or rules
or regulations.

(J) Performing upon request the fol-
lowing services with respect to any
hearings in such proceedings:

(I) Arranging for suitable hearing
place.

(2) Arranging for stenographic re-
porting of hearings and handling de-
tails in connection therewith.

(13) Other general. (i) Administer the
debarment authorities in section 14211
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2209j).

(ii) [Reserved]

(b) The following authorities are re-
served to the Secretary of Agriculture:

(1) Related to financial systems and
budget formulation and execution.

(i) Final approval of the Depart-
ment’s program and financial plans.

(ii) [Reserved]

(2) Related to human resources manage-
ment. Make final determinations in the
following areas:

(i) Separation of employees for secu-
rity reasons.

(ii) Restoration to duty of employees
following suspension from duty for se-
curity reasons.

(iii) Reinstatement or restoration to
duty or the employment of any person
separated for security reasons.

(iv) Issuance of temporary certifi-
cates to occupy sensitive positions.

[75 FR 43368, July 23, 2010]

§2.27

Subpart D—Delegations of Author-
ity to Other General Officers
and Agency Heads

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
subpart D appear at 60 FR 66713, Dec. 26, 1995.

§2.27 Office of Administrative Law
Judges.

(a) The following designations are
made by the Secretary of Agriculture
to the Office of Administrative Law
Judges:

(1) Administrative law judges (for-
merly hearing examiners) are des-
ignated pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 556(b)(3) to
hold hearings and perform related du-
ties in proceedings subject to 5 U.S.C.
556 and 557, arising under the Agricul-
tural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 601 et seq.); the
Commodity Exchange Act as amended
(7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.); the Perishable Agri-
cultural Commodities Act, as amended
(7T U.S.C. 499a et seq.); the Federal Seed
Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1551 et seq.);
the (Laboratory) Animal Welfare Act,
as amended (7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq.); the
Packers and Stockyards Act, 1921, as
amended and supplemented (7 U.S.C.
181 et seq.); the Forest Resources Con-
servation and Shortage Relief of 1990
(16 U.S.C. 630 et seq.); and any other
acts providing for hearings to which
the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557,
are applicable. Pursuant to the applica-
ble rules of practice, the administra-
tive law judges shall make initial deci-
sions in adjudication and rate pro-
ceedings subject to 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557.
Such decisions shall become final with-
out further proceedings unless there is
an appeal to the Secretary by a party
to the proceeding in accordance with
the applicable rules of practice: Pro-
vided, however, that no decision shall
be final for purposes of judicial review
except a final decision of the Secretary
upon appeal. As used herein, ‘‘Sec-
retary’” means the Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Judicial Officer, or other
officer or employee of the Department
delegated, pursuant to the Act of April
4, 1940 (7 U.S.C. 450c-450g), and Reorga-
nization Plan No. 2 of 1953 (5 U.S.C.
App.), ‘“‘regulatory functions’ as that
term is defined in the 1940 Act, in act-
ing as final deciding officer in adju-
dication and rate proceedings subject
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§2.29

to 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557. Administrative
Law Judges are delegated authority to
hold hearings and perform related du-
ties as provided in the Rules of Prac-
tice Governing Cease and Desist Pro-
ceedings Under Section 2 of the Capper-
Volstead Act, set forth in part 1, sub-
part I of this title.

(2) [Reserved]

(b) The Chief Administrative Law
Judge is delegated the following ad-
ministrative responsibilities subject to
the guidance and control of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Administration (See
§2.24(a)(12)):

(1) Exercise general responsibility
and authority for all matters related to
the administrative activities of the Of-
fice of Administrative Law Judges; and

(2) Direct the functions of the Hear-
ing Clerk as set out in §2.24(a)(12)(iii).

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 75
FR 43380, July 23, 2010]

§2.29 Chief Economist.

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of
Agriculture to the Chief Economist:

(1) Related to economic analysis. (i) Co-
ordinate economic analyses of, and re-
view Department decisions involving,
policies and programs that have sub-
stantial economic implications.

(ii) Review and assess the economic
impact of all significant regulations
proposed by any agency of the Depart-
ment.

(iii) Review economic data and anal-
yses used in speeches and Congres-
sional testimony by Department per-
sonnel and in materials prepared for re-
lease through the press, radio, and tele-
vision.

(2) Related to risk assessment. (i) Re-
sponsible for assessing the risks to
human health, human safety, or the
environment, and for preparing cost-
benefit analyses, with respect to pro-
posed major regulations, and for pub-
lishing such assessments and analyses
in the FEDERAL REGISTER as required
by section 304 of the Department of Ag-
riculture Reorganization Act of 1994 (7
U.S.C. 2204e).

(ii) Provide direction to Department
agencies in the appropriate methods of
risk assessment and cost-benefit anal-
yses and coordinate and review all risk
assessments and cost-benefit analyses
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prepared by any agency of the Depart-
ment.

(iii) Enter into contracts, grants, or
cooperative agreements to further re-
search programs in the food and agri-
culture sciences (7 U.S.C. 3318).

(3) Related to food and agriculture out-
look and situation. (i) Coordinate and
review all crop and commodity data
used to develop outlook and situation
material within the Department.

(ii) Oversee and clear for consistency
analytical assumptions and results of
all estimates and analyses which sig-
nificantly relate to international and
domestic commodity supply and de-
mand, including such estimates and
analyses prepared for public distribu-
tion by the Foreign Agricultural Serv-
ice, the Economic Research Service, or
by any other agency or office of the De-
partment.

(4) Related to weather and climate. (i)
Advise the Secretary on climate and
weather activities, and coordinate the
development of policy options on
weather and climate.

(ii) Coordinate all weather and cli-
mate information and monitoring ac-
tivities within the Department and
provide a focal point in the Depart-
ment for weather and climate informa-
tion and impact assessment.

(iii) Arrange for appropriate rep-
resentation to attend all meetings,
hearings, and task forces held outside
the Department which require such
representation.

(iv) Designate the Executive Sec-
retary of the USDA Weather and Cli-
mate Program Coordinating Com-
mittee.

(5) Related to interagency commodity
estimates committees. (i) Establish Inter-
agency Commodity Estimates Commit-
tees for Commodity Credit Corporation
price-supported commodities, for major
products thereof, and for commodities
where a need for such a committee has
been identified, in order to bring to-
gether estimates and supporting anal-
yses from participating agencies, and
to develop official estimates of supply,
utilization, and prices for commodities,
including the effects of new program
proposals on acreage, yield, production,
imports, domestic utilization, price, in-
come, support programs, carryover, ex-
ports, and availabilities for export.
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