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§ 1280.624 Facilities. 

Each county FSA office will provide: 
(a) a voting place that is well known 

and readily accessible to persons in the 
county and that is equipped and ar-
ranged so that each person can com-
plete and submit their ballot in secret 
without coercion, duress, or inter-
ference of any sort whatsoever, and 

(b) a holding container of sufficient 
size so arranged that no ballot or sup-
porting documentation can be read or 
removed without breaking seals on the 
container. 

§ 1280.625 Certification and ref-
erendum form ballot form. 

Form LS–86 shall be used to vote in 
the referendum and certify eligibility. 
Eligible persons will be required to 
complete a ballot in its entirety, vote 
‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ to continue the pro-
gram, enter the number of lambs (vol-
ume of production) owned and pro-
duced; owned and fed; or slaughtered 
during a representative period and pro-
vide documentation such as a sales re-
ceipt or remittance form showing that 
the person voting was engaged in the 
production, feeding, or slaughtering of 
lambs during the representative period. 
The person or authorized representa-
tive shall sign the ballot certifying 
that they or the entity they represent 
were engaged in the production, feed-
ing, or slaughtering of lambs during 
the representative period and that the 
volume of production voted is true and 
accurate. 

§ 1280.626 Certification and voting 
procedures. 

(a) Each eligible person shall be pro-
vided the opportunity to cast a ballot 
during the voting period announced by 
the Secretary. 

(1) Each eligible person shall be re-
quired to complete form LS–86 in its 
entirety, sign it, and provide evidence 
that they were engaged in the produc-
tion, feeding, or slaughtering of lambs 
during the representative period. The 
person must legibly place his or her 
name and, if applicable, the entity rep-
resented, address, county, and tele-
phone number. The person shall sign 
and certify on form LS–86 that: 

(i) The person was engaged in the 
production, feeding, or slaughtering of 
lambs during the representative period; 

(ii) The person voting on behalf of a 
corporation or other entity is author-
ized to do so; 

(iii) The person has cast only one 
vote; and 

(iv) The volume of production listed 
on the ballot is true and accurate. 

(2) Only a completed and signed form 
LS–86 accompanied by supporting docu-
mentation showing that the person was 
engaged in the production, feeding, or 
slaughter of lambs during the rep-
resentative period shall be considered a 
valid vote. 

(b) To vote, eligible persons may ob-
tain form LS–86 in-person, by mail, or 
by facsimile from county FSA offices 
or through the Internet during the vot-
ing period. A completed and signed 
form LS–86 and supporting documenta-
tion, such as a sales receipt or remit-
tance form, must be returned to the ap-
propriate county FSA office where FSA 
maintains and processes the person’s 
administrative farm records. For a per-
son not participating in FSA programs, 
the opportunity to vote in a ref-
erendum will be provided at the county 
FSA office serving the county where 
the person owns or rents land. A person 
engaged in the production, feeding, or 
slaughtering of lambs in more than one 
county will vote in the county FSA of-
fice where the person does most of his 
or her business. Forms obtained via the 
Internet will be located at 
www.ams.usda.gov/lsmarketingprograms. 

(c) A completed and signed form LS– 
86 and the supporting documentation 
may be returned in-person, by mail, or 
facsimile to the appropriate county 
FSA office. Form LS–86 and supporting 
documentation returned in-person or 
by facsimile, must be received in the 
appropriate county FSA office prior to 
the close of the work day on the final 
day of the voting period to be consid-
ered a valid ballot. Form LS–86 and the 
accompanying documentation returned 
by mail must be postmarked no later 
than midnight of the final day of the 
voting period and must be received in 
the county FSA office on the 5th busi-
ness day following the final day of the 
voting period. 
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(d) Persons who obtain form LS–86 
in-person at the appropriate FSA coun-
ty office may complete and return it 
the same day along with the sup-
porting documentation. 

[69 FR 77572, Dec. 27, 2004, as amended at 73 
FR 76194, Dec. 16, 2008] 

§ 1280.627 Canvassing voting ballots. 
(a) Canvassing of form LS–86 shall 

take place at the county FSA offices 
on the 6th business day following the 
final day of the voting period. Such 
canvassing, acting on behalf of the Ad-
ministrator, AMS, shall be in the pres-
ence of at least two members of the 
county committee. If two or more of 
the counties have been combined and 
are served by one county office, the 
canvassing of the requests shall be con-
ducted by at least one member of the 
county committee from each county 
served by the county office. The FSA 
State committee or the State Execu-
tive Director, if authorized by the 
State Committee, may designate the 
County Executive Director (CED) and a 
county or State FSA office employee 
to canvass the ballots and report the 
results instead of two members of the 
county committee when it is deter-
mined that the number of eligible vot-
ers is so limited that having two mem-
bers of the county committee present 
for this function is impractical, and 
designate the CED and/or another 
county or State FSA office employee 
to canvass requests in any emergency 
situation precluding at least two mem-
bers of the county committee from 
being present to carry out the func-
tions required in this section. 

(b) Form LS–86 should be canvassed 
as follows: 

(1) Number of valid ballots. A person 
has been declared eligible by FSA to 
vote by completing form LS–86 in its 
entirety, signing it, voting volume of 
production, and providing supporting 
documentation that shows the person 
who cast the ballot during the voting 
period was engaged in the production, 
feeding, or slaughtering of lambs dur-
ing the representative period. Such bal-
lot will be considered a valid ballot. 

(2) Number of ineligible ballots. If FSA 
cannot determine that a person is eligi-
ble based on the submitted documenta-
tion or if the person fails to submit the 

required supporting documentation, 
the person shall be determined to be in-
eligible. FSA shall notify ineligible 
persons in writing as soon as prac-
ticable but no later than the 8th busi-
ness day following the final day of the 
voting period. 

(c) Appeal. A person declared to be in-
eligible by FSA can appeal such deci-
sion and provide additional documenta-
tion to the FSA county office within 5 
business days after the postmark date 
of the letter of notification of ineligi-
bility. FSA will then make a final deci-
sion on the person’s eligibility and no-
tify the person of the decision. 

(d) Invalid ballots. An invalid ballot 
includes, but is not limited to the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Form LS–86 is not signed or all re-
quired information has not been pro-
vided; 

(2) Form LS–86 and supporting docu-
mentation returned in-person or by 
facsimile was not received by close of 
business on the last business day of the 
voting period; 

(3) Form LS–86 and supporting docu-
mentation returned by mail was not 
postmarked by midnight of the final 
day of the voting period; 

(4) Form LS–86 and supporting docu-
mentation returned by mail was not re-
ceived in the county FSA office by the 
5th business day following the final day 
of the voting period; 

(5) Form LS–86 or supporting docu-
mentation is mutilated or marked in 
such a way that any required informa-
tion on the form is illegible; or 

(6) Form LS–86 and supporting docu-
mentation not returned to the appro-
priate county FSA office. 

§ 1280.628 Counting ballots. 

(a) Form LS–86 shall be counted by 
county FSA offices on the same day as 
the ballots are canvassed if there are 
no ineligibility determinations to re-
solve. For those county FSA offices 
that do have ineligibility determina-
tions, the requests shall be counted no 
later than the 14th business day fol-
lowing the final day of the voting pe-
riod. 

(b) Ballots shall be counted as fol-
lows: 

(1) Number of valid ballots cast; 
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