
132 

7 CFR Ch. XXX (1–1–12 Edition) § 3015.90 

(2) The frequency for submitting re-
imbursement requests is treated in 
§ 3015.104. 

(b) Construction grants paid by letter of 
credit or Treasury check advance. (1) 
When a construction grant or a cooper-
ative agreement is paid by letter of 
credit or Treasury check advances, the 
recipient shall report its outlays to the 
awarding agency using Standard Form 
271, Outlay Report and Request for Re-
imbursement for Construction Pro-
grams. The awarding agency will pro-
vide any necessary special instruc-
tions. However, frequency and due date 
shall be governed by § 3015.82 (c) and 
(d). 

(2) When a construction grant or co-
operative agreement is paid by Treas-
ury check advances based on periodic 
requests from the recipient, the ad-
vances shall be requested on the form 
specified in § 3015.84. 

(3) The awarding agency may sub-
stitute the Financial Status Report 
specified in § 3015.82 for the Outlay Re-
port and Request for Reimbursement. 

(c) Accounting basis. The accounting 
basis for the Outlay Report and Re-
quest for Reimbursement for Construc-
tion Programs shall be governed by 
§ 3015.82(b). 

Subpart K—Monitoring and 
Reporting Program Performance 

§ 3015.90 Scope. 
This subpart establishes procedures 

for monitoring and reporting program 
performance of recipients. These proce-
dures place responsibility on recipients 
to manage the day-to-day operations of 
their grant and subgrant supported ac-
tivities. 

§ 3015.91 Monitoring by recipients. 
Recipients shall monitor the per-

formance of grant and subgrant-sup-
ported activities to assure that per-
formance goals are being achieved. Re-
cipient monitoring shall cover each 
program, function, or activity. 

§ 3015.92 Performance reports. 
(a) Nonconstruction. The awarding 

agency shall, if it decides that perform-
ance information available from subse-
quent applications contains sufficient 
information to meet its programmatic 

needs, require the recipient to submit a 
performance report only upon expira-
tion or termination of grant support. 
Unless waived by the awarding agency 
this report will be due on the same 
date as the final Financial Status Re-
port (as provided in § 3015.82 (d) and (e)). 

(1) Recipients shall submit annual 
peformance reports unless the award-
ing agency requires quarterly or semi- 
annual reports or unless covered under 
paragraph (a) of this section. Annual 
reports shall be due 90 days after the 
grant year; quarterly or semi-annual 
reports shall be due 30 days after the 
reporting period. The final perform-
ance report shall be due 90 days after 
the expiration or termination of grant 
support. If a justified request is sub-
mitted by a recipient, the awarding 
agency may extend the due date for 
any performance report. Additionally, 
requirements for unnecessary perform-
ance reports may be waived by the 
awarding agency. 

(2) Performance reports shall con-
tain, for each grant, brief information 
on the following: 

(i) A comparison of actual accom-
plishments to the goals established for 
the period. Where the output of the 
project can be readily expressed in 
numbers, a computation of the cost per 
unit of output may be required if that 
information will be useful. 

(ii) The reasons for slippage if estab-
lished goals were not met. 

(iii) Additional pertinent information 
including, when appropriate, analysis 
and explanation of cost overruns or 
high unit costs. 

(3) Recipients shall not be required to 
submit more than the original and two 
copies of performance reports. 

(4) Recipients shall adhere to the 
standards in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion in prescribing performance report-
ing requirements for subrecipients. 

(b) Construction. For the most part, 
on-site technical inspections and cer-
tified percentage-of-completion data 
are relied on heavily by awarding agen-
cies to monitor progress under con-
struction grants and subgrants. The 
awarding agency shall require addi-
tional formal performance reports only 
when considered necessary, and never 
more frequently than quarterly. 
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§ 3015.93 Significant developments. 
Events may occur between the sched-

uled performance reporting dates 
which have significant impact upon the 
grant or subgrant supported activity. 
In such cases, the recipient shall in-
form the awarding agency as soon as 
the following types of conditions be-
come known: 

(a) Problems, delays, or adverse con-
ditions which will materially impair 
the ability to meet the objective of the 
award. This disclosure shall include a 
statement of the action taken, or con-
templated, and any assistance needed 
to resolve the situation. 

(b) Favorable developments which 
enable meeting time schedules and 
goals sooner or at less cost than antici-
pated or producing more beneficial re-
sults than originally planned. 

§ 3015.94 Site visits. 
The awarding agency shall make site 

visits as frequently as practicable to: 
(a) Review program accomplishments 

and manage control systems. 
(b) Provide such technical assistance 

as may be required. 

§ 3015.95 Waivers, extensions and en-
forcement actions. 

(a) Reports from recipients. USDA may 
waive any performance report required 
by this subpart if not needed. 

(b) Reports from subrecipients. The re-
cipient may waive any performance re-
port from a subrecipient when not 
needed. The recipient may extend the 
due date for any performance report 
from a subrecipient if the recipient will 
still be able to meet its performance 
reporting obligations to the USDA 
awarding agency. 

Subpart L—Payment Requirements 

§ 3015.100 Scope. 
This subpart prescribes the basic 

standards and methods under which a 
USDA awarding agency will make 
grant payments to recipients, and re-
cipients will make subgrant payments 
to their subrecipients. 

§ 3015.101 General. 
Methods and procedures for making 

payments to recipients shall minimize 

the time elapsing between the transfer 
of funds and the recipient’s disburse-
ments. 

§ 3015.102 Payment methods. 

(a) Non-construction. (1) Letters of 
credit will be used to pay USDA recipi-
ents when all the following conditions 
exist: 

(i) There is or will be a continuing re-
lationship between the recipient and 
the USDA awarding agency for at least 
a 12 month period and the total 
amount of advances to be received 
within that period from the awarding 
agency is $120,000 or more per year. 

(ii) The recipient has established or 
demonstrated to the USDA awarding 
agency the willingness and ability to 
establish procedures that will mini-
mize the time elapsing between the 
transfer of funds from the Treasury 
and their disbursement by the recipi-
ent. 

(iii) The recipient’s financial man-
agement system meets the standards 
for fund control and accountability 
prescribed in Subpart H of this part. 

(2) Advances by Treasury check will 
be used, in accordance with Treasury 
Circular No. 1075, when the recipient 
does not meet the requirements in 
paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section but 
does meet the requirements in para-
graphs (a)(1) (ii) and (iii) of this sec-
tion. 

(3) Reimbursement by Treasury 
check shall be the preferred method 
when the recipient does not meet the 
requirements specified in either para-
graph (a)(1)(ii) or paragraph (a)(1)(iii) 
of this section. This method may also 
be used when USDA financial assist-
ance makes up only a minor portion of 
the program and where the major por-
tion of the program is accomplished 
through private financing or Federal 
loans. 

(b) Construction. (1) Reimbursement 
by Treasury check shall be the pre-
ferred method when the recipient does 
not meet the requirements specified in 
§ 3015.102(a)(1) (ii) or (iii), and may be 
used for any USDA construction grant 
unless USDA has entered into an agree-
ment with the recipient to use a letter 
of credit for all USDA grants, including 
construction grants. 
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