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that the tobacco does not contain pro-
hibited pesticide residues. 

[54 FR 24663, June 9, 1989] 

§ 29.500 Fees and charges for inspec-
tion and acceptance of imported to-
bacco. 

(a) The fee for inspection of imported 
tobacco is $.0099 per kilogram and shall 
be paid by the importer. This inspec-
tion fee applies to all tobacco imported 
into the United States except as pro-
vided in § 29.400. Fees for services ren-
dered shall be remitted by check or 
draft in accordance with a statement 
issued by the Director, and shall be 
made payable to ‘‘Agricultural Mar-
keting Service.’’ 

(b) The fee for sampling, accepting, 
and certification of imported flue- 
cured and burley tobacco for prohibited 
pesticide residues is $.0077 per kilogram 
and shall be paid by the importer. 

(c) The fee for accepting imported 
flue-cured and burley tobacco not ac-
companied by a certification that it is 
free of prohibited pesticide residues 
shall be an additional $.0077 per kilo-
gram. The minimum fee assessed pur-
suant to this paragraph shall be $162.00 
per lot. Fees for services rendered shall 
be remitted by check or draft in ac-
cordance with a statement issued by 
the Director, and shall be made pay-
able to ‘‘Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice.’’ 

[56 FR 34003, July 25, 1991, as amended at 58 
FR 42413, Aug. 9, 1993] 

Subpart C—Standards 

OFFICIAL STANDARD GRADES FOR FLUE- 
CURED TOBACCO (U.S. TYPES 11, 12, 13, 
14 AND FOREIGN TYPE 92) 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 511b, 511m, and 511r. 

SOURCE: 42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 29.1001 Definitions. 

As used in these standards, the words 
and phrases hereinafter defined shall 
have the indicated meanings so as-
signed. 

§ 29.1002 Body. 
The thickness and density of a leaf or 

the weight per unit of surface. (See 
Elements of Quality Chart.) 

§ 29.1003 Class. 
A major division of tobacco based on 

method of cure or principal usage. 

§ 29.1004 Clean. 
Tobacco is described as clean when it 

contains only a normal amount of sand 
or soil particles. Leaves grown on the 
lower position of the stalk normally 
contain more sand or dirt than those 
from higher stalk positions. (See Rule 
4.) 

§ 29.1005 Color. 
The third factor of a grade based on 

the relative hues, saturations or 
chromas, and color values common to 
the type. 

§ 29.1006 Color intensity. 
The varying degree of saturation or 

chroma. Color intensity as applied to 
tobacco describes the strength or 
weakness of a specific color or hue. 
(See Elements of Quality Chart.) 

§ 29.1007 Color symbols. 
As applied to flue-cured tobacco, 

color symbols are L—lemon, F—or-
ange, FR—orange red, R—red, V— 
greenish, K—variegated, KR—varie-
gated red or scorched, G—green, GR— 
green red, GK—green variegated (may 
be scorched), GG—gray green, KL—var-
iegated lemon, KF—variegated orange, 
KV—variegated greenish, KM—varie-
gated (scorched) mixed, KD—varie-
gated dark red, and LL—whitish- 
lemon. 

[48 FR 29670, June 28, 1983] 

§ 29.1008 Combination symbols. 
A color or group symbol used with 

another symbol to form the third fac-
tor of a grademark to denote a par-
ticular side or characteristic of the to-
bacco. As applied to flue-cured tobacco, 
the combination symbols are XL—lug 
side, PO—oxidized primings, XO— 
oxidized lugs or cutters, BO—oxidized 
leaf or smoking leaf, GL—thin-bodied 
nondescript, GF—medium-bodied non-
descript, LP—lemon (primings side), 
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and FP—orange (primings side), KK-ex-
cessively scorched. 

[48 FR 29671, June 28, 1983, as amended at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1009 Condition. 
The state of tobacco which results 

from the method of preparation or 
from the degree of fermentation. Words 
used to describe the condition of to-
bacco are: Undried, air-dried, steam- 
dried, sweating, sweated, and aged. 

§ 29.1010 Crude. 
A subdegree of maturity. Crude 

leaves are usually hard and slick as a 
result of extreme immaturity. A simi-
lar condition may result from fire-kill, 
sunburn, or sunscald. Any leaf which is 
crude to the extent of 20 percent or 
more of its surface may be described as 
crude. (See Rule 20.) 

§ 29.1011 Cured. 
Tobacco dried of its sap by either 

natural or artificial processes. 

§ 29.1012 Damage. 
The effect of mold, must, rot, black 

rot, or other fungus or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. Tobacco having the odor of mold, 
must, or rot is considered damaged. 
(See Rule 21.) 

§ 29.1013 Dirty. 
The state of tobacco containing mod-

erate to excessive amounts of dirt or 
sand, or tobacco to which additional 
quantities of dirt or sand have been 
added. (See Rule 24.) 

§ 29.1014 Elasticity. 
The flexible, springy nature of the to-

bacco leaf to recover approximately its 
original size and shape after it has been 
stretched. 

§ 29.1015 Elements of quality. 
Elements of quality and the degrees 

used in the specifications of the Offi-
cial Standard Grades for Flue-cured, 
U.S. Types 11–14, and Foreign Type 92 
are shown in chart form. Words have 
been selected to describe the degrees of 
each element. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 49 
FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.1016 Excessively scorched. 
As applied to flue-cured tobacco, the 

combination symbol ‘‘KK’’ when used 
as the third factor of a grademark de-
notes that a lot contains over 50 per-
cent of unripe tobacco. 

[51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1017 Finish. 
The reflectance factor in color per-

ception. Finish indicates the sheen or 
shine of the surface of a tobacco leaf. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1018 Fire-killed. 
Any leaf of which 5 percent or more 

of its surface has a set green color 
caused by excessive heat in the curing 
process. Any lot containing 5 percent 
or more of such tobacco may be de-
scribed as fire-killed. (See Rule 23.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1019 Flue-cured. 
Tobacco cured under artificial at-

mospheric conditions by a process of 
regulating the heat and ventilation 
without allowing smoke or fumes from 
the fuel to come in contact with the to-
bacco; or tobacco cured by some other 
process which accomplishes the same 
results. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1020 Foreign matter. 
Any extraneous substance or mate-

rial such as straw, strings, rubber 
bands, grass, weeds, or an excessive 
amount of dirt or sand. (See Rule 24.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1021 Form. 
The stage or preparation of tobacco 

such as stemmed or unstemmed. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1022 Grade. 
A subdivision of a type according to 

group, quality, and color. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 
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§ 29.1023 Grademark. 
A grademark normally consists of 

three symbols which indicate group, 
quality, and color. A letter is used to 
indicate group, a number to indicate 
quality, and a letter or letters to indi-
cate color. For example, B3F means 
Leaf, good quality, orange color. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1024 Green (G). 
A color term applied to immature or 

crude tobacco. Any leaf which has a 
green color affecting 20 percent or 
more of its surface may be described as 
green. (See Rule 19.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1025 Greenish (V). 
A color term applied to greenish- 

tinged tobacco. Any leaf which has a 
greenish tinge or a pale green color af-
fecting 20 percent or more of its surface 
may be described as greenish. (See 
Rule 18.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1026 Group. 
A division of a type covering closely 

related grades based on certain charac-
teristics which are related to stalk po-
sition, body, or the general quality of 
the tobacco. Groups in Flue-cured, U.S. 
Types 11–14, and Foreign Type 92 are: 
Leaf (B), Smoking Leaf (H), Cutters 
(C), Lugs (X), Primings (P) Mixed (M), 
Nondescript (N), and Scrap (S). 

[52 FR 28533, July 31, 1987] 

§ 29.1027 Injury. 
Hurt or impairment from any cause 

except the fungus or bacterial diseases 
which attack tobacco in its cured 
state, but which is not serious enough 
to be classified as waste. (See defini-
tions of Damage and Waste; see also 
Rule 14.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1028 Leaf. 
Whole, unstemmed leaf. Leaf, when 

applied to tobacco in strip form, shall 

describe the divided unit of a whole 
leaf. 

[49 FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1029 Leaf scrap. 

A byproduct of stemmed and 
unstemmed tobacco. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1030 Leaf structure. 

The cell development of a leaf as in-
dicated by its porosity. (See Elements 
of Quality Chart.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1031 Lemon (L). 

Yellow. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1032 Length. 

The linear measurement of cured to-
bacco leaves from the butt of the mid-
rib to the extreme tip. Length, as an 
element of quality, does not apply to 
tobacco in strip form. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984, and fur-
ther redesignated at 51 FR 25027, July 10, 
1986] 

§ 29.1033 Lot. 

A pile, basket, bulk, or more than 
one bale, case, hogshead, tierce, pack-
age, or other definite package unit. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1034 Maturity. 

The degree of ripeness. (See Elements 
of Quality Chart.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 
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§ 29.1035 Mixed color (KM). 

Distinctly different colors of the type 
mingled together. (See Rule 16.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1036 Mixed Group (M). 

This group consists of tobacco from 
three or more groups or two distinctly 
different groups which are mixed to-
gether in various combinations. 

[49 FR 16755, Apr. 20, 1984. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1037 Nested. 

Any lot of Types 11–14 tobacco which 
has been loaded, packed or arranged to 
conceal tobacco of inferior grade, qual-
ity or condition. Nested includes: (a) 
Any lot of tobacco which contains in-
jured or other inferior tobacco, any of 
which cannot be readily detected upon 
inspection because of the way the lot is 
packed or arranged; (b) Any lot of to-
bacco which consists of distinctly dif-
ferent grades, qualities or conditions 
and which is stacked or arranged with 
the same kinds together so that the to-
bacco in the lower portions of the lot is 
distinctly inferior in grade, quality or 
condition from the tobacco in the top 
portion of the lot. 

[52 FR 28534, July 31, 1987] 

§ 29.1038 No-G. 

A designation applied to a lot of to-
bacco which is offtype, semicured, fire- 
killed, smoked, oxidized over 10 per-
cent, or has an odor foreign to the 
type. (See Rule 23.) 

[47 FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1039 No-G-F. 

A designation applied to a lot of to-
bacco that contains stalks, suckers, or 
foreign matter. (See Rule 24.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1040 No-G-Nested. 
A designation applied to a lot of 

Types 11–14 tobacco which is classified 
as nested. (See Rule 27.) 

[47 FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and fur-
ther redesignated at 51 FR 25027, July 10, 
1986] 

§ 29.1041 Oil. 
A soft, semifluid constituent of to-

bacco. (See Elements of Quality Chart.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1042 Offtype. 
Tobacco of distinctly different char-

acteristics which cannot be classified 
as Flue-cured, U.S. Types 11–14 or For-
eign Type 92. (See Rule 23.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 48 FR 29671, 
June 28, 1983. Redesignated and amended at 
49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and further redesig-
nated at 51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1043 Orange (F). 
A reddish yellow. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1044 Orange Red (FR). 
A yellowish red. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1045 Order (case). 
The state of tobacco with respect to 

its moisture content. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1046 Oxidized (O). 
A term applied to tobacco that has 

deteriorated and turned black during 
the curing process. Any leaf of which 10 
percent or more of its surface has been 
blackened during the curing process 
may be described as oxidized. Oxidized 
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tobacco is also known as barn scald or 
barn rot. (See Rules 23 and 25.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1047 Package. 

A hogshead, tierce, case, bale, or 
other securely enclosed parcel or bun-
dle. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1048 Packing. 

A lot of tobacco consisting of a num-
ber of packages submitted as one defi-
nite unit for sampling or inspecting. It 
is represented to contain the same kind 
of tobacco and has a common identi-
fication number or mark on each pack-
age. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1049 Papery. 

A term used to describe thin-bodied, 
oilless tobacco usually associated with 
whitish-lemon color. 

[51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986; 51 FR 28687, Aug. 
11, 1986] 

§ 29.1050 Prematurity. 

A condition of growth and develop-
ment characteristic of the lower leaves 
of the tobacco plant. Premature leaves 
have some appearance of ripeness due 
to a process of starvation caused by 
translocation of plant food elements 
from these leaves to other leaves high-
er on the stalk. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1051 Quality. 

A division of a group or the second 
factor of a grade based on the relative 

degree of one or more elements of qual-
ity. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1052 Raw. 
Tobacco as it appears between the 

time of harvesting and the beginning of 
the curing process. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1053 Red (R). 
A brownish red. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1054 Semicured. 
Tobacco in the process of being cured 

or which is partially but not thor-
oughly cured. Semicured includes to-
bacco which contains fat stems, 
swelled stems, frozen tobacco, frozen 
stems, or stems that have not been 
thoroughly dried in the curing process. 
(See Rule 23.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1055 Side. 
A certain phase of quality, color, or 

length as contrasted with some other 
phase of quality, color, or length; or 
any peculiar characteristic of tobacco. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1056 Slick. 
A term used to denote tobacco hav-

ing a close or tight leaf structure. Any 
leaf of lemon or orange color of which 
20 percent or more of its surface is 
close or tight may be described as 
slick. (See Rule 17.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 
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§ 29.1057 Smoked. 

Any tobacco affected by smoke or 
fumes in the curing process. (See Rule 
23.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1058 Sound. 

Free of damage. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1059 Special factor. 

A symbol or term authorized to be 
used with specified grades. Tobacco to 
which a special factor is applied may 
meet the general specifications but 
which has a peculiar side or char-
acteristic which tends to modify the 
grade. (See Rules 10, 21, 22, 26, 28, 29, 
and 30.) 

[60 FR 36027, July 13, 1995, as amended at 65 
FR 46086, July 27, 2000] 

§ 29.1060 Steam-dried. 

The condition of unfermented to-
bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age by means of a redrying machine or 
other steam-conditioning equipment. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1061 Stem. 

The midrib or large central vein of a 
tobacco leaf. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1062 Stemmed. 

A form of tobacco, including strips or 
strip scrap, from which the stems or 
midribs have been removed. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1063 Strips. 
The sides of a tobacco leaf from 

which the stem has been removed from 
a lot of tobacco composed of strips. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1064 Sweated. 
The condition of tobacco which has 

passed through one or more fermenta-
tions natural to tobacco packed with a 
normal percentage of moisture. This 
condition sometimes is described as 
aged. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1065 Sweating. 
The condition of tobacco in the proc-

ess of fermentation. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1066 Symbol (S). 
As applied to Flue-cured tobacco the 

symbol (S) when used (a) as the third 
factor of a grademark, denotes slick, 
unripe tobacco in lemon or orange 
color, and (b) when used preceding a 
grademark, denotes tobacco in strip 
form. (See Rules 17 and 28.) 

[49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1067 Tobacco. 
Tobacco as it appears between the 

time it is primed and cured, and the 
time it enters into the different manu-
facturing processes. The acts of stem-
ming, threshing, sweating, and condi-
tioning are not regarded as manufac-
turing processes. Tobacco, as used in 
these standards, does not include man-
ufactured or semi-manufactured prod-
ucts, stems, cuttings, clippings, trim-
mings, siftings, or dust. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 48 FR 29671, 
June 28, 1983. Redesignated and amended at 
49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and further redesig-
nated at 51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 
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§ 29.1068 Tobacco products. 

Manufactured tobacco, including 
cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco, 
chewing tobacco, and snuff. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1069 Type. 

A division of a class of tobacco hav-
ing certain common characteristics 
and closely related grades. Tobacco 
which has the same characteristics and 
corresponding qualities, colors, and 
lengths is classified as one type, re-
gardless of any factors of historical or 
geographical nature which cannot be 
determined by an examination of the 
tobacco. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1070 Type 11. 

That type of flue-cured tobacco com-
monly known as Western Flue-cured or 
Old Belt and Middle Belt Flue-cured, 
produced principally in the Piedmont 
sections of Virginia and North Carolina 
and the district extending eastward to 
the coastal plains region. That portion 
of this type known as Old Belt Flue- 
cured, normally characterized by a 
heavier body and darker color shade 
and produced principally in the Pied-
mont sections of Virginia and North 
Carolina, may be classified as Type 11a; 
and that portion of the type known as 
Middle Belt Flue-cured, normally char-
acterized by a thinner body and lighter 
color shade and produced principally in 
a section lying between the Piedmont 
and coastal plains regions of Virginia 
and North Carolina, may be classified 
as Type 11b. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1071 Type 12. 

That type of flue-cured tobacco com-
monly known as Eastern Flue-cured or 
Eastern Carolina Flue-cured, produced 
principally in the coastal plains sec-

tion of North Carolina, north of the 
South River. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1072 Type 13. 
That type of flue-cured tobacco com-

monly known as Southeastern Flue- 
cured or South Carolina Flue-cured, 
produced principally in the coastal 
plains section of South Carolina and 
the southeastern counties of North 
Carolina, south of the South River. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1073 Type 14. 
That type of flue-cured tobacco com-

monly known as Southern Flue-cured, 
produced principally in the southern 
section of Georgia, in northern Florida, 
and to some extent in Alabama. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1074 Type 92. 
That type of flue-cured tobacco com-

monly known as Foreign-grown Flue- 
cured, produced in countries other than 
the United States. 

[49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984. Redesignated at 51 
FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1075 Undried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco which has not been air-dried or 
steam-dried. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1076 Uniformity. 
An element of quality which de-

scribes the consistency of a lot of to-
bacco as it is prepared for market. Uni-
formity is expressed as a percentage in 
grade specifications. (See Rule 13.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 
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§ 29.1077 Unsound (U). 
Damaged. (See Rule 21.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1078 Unstemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including whole 

leaf and leaf scrap, from which the 
stems or midribs have not been re-
moved. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1079 Variegated (K). 
Any tobacco that does not blend with 

the normal colors of the types; any leaf 
of which 20 percent or more of its sur-
face is grayish, mottled, bleached, 
doty-faced, scalded, or sunbaked. (See 
Rule 15.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 48 FR 29671, June 28, 
1983, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and 51 FR 
25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1080 Variegated dark red (KD). 
A dark brownish-red discoloration 

which usually results from excessive 
sunbaking during the growing process 
or from storing cured tobacco over ex-
tended periods of time. Any leaf of 
which 20 percent or more of its surface 
is dark brownish-red may be described 
as variegated dark red. 

[48 FR 29671, June 28, 1983. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1081 Variegated red or scorched 
(KR). 

A red discoloration which usually re-
sults from excessive heat in the curing 
process. Any leaf of which 20 percent or 
more of its surface has been reddened 

in the curing process may be described 
as variegated red or scorched. (See 
Rule 16.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1082 Waste. 

The portion or portions of the web of 
tobacco leaves which have been lost or 
rendered less serviceable for use in to-
bacco products, including: 

(a) Portions which have decomposed 
or largely decomposed by field diseases 
and field-firing, pole-burning, bulk- 
burning; (b) portions which are dead, 
lifeless, and do not have sufficient 
strength or stability to hold together 
in the normal manufacturing process 
due to excessive injury of any kind. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1083 Wet (W). 

Any sound tobacco containing exces-
sive moisture to the extent that it is in 
unsafe or doubtful-keeping order. Wet 
applies to any tobacco which is not 
damaged but which is likely to damage 
if treated in the customary manner. 
(See Rule 22.) 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1084 Whitish-lemon (LL). 

A whitish-yellow color which usually 
results during wet growing seasons 
when rain leaches or washes out the 
yellow color from the leaf. Any leaf of 
which 20 percent or more of its leaf sur-
face has whitish-yellow color may be 
described as whitish-lemon. 

[48 FR 29671, June 28, 1983. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 25027, July 
10, 1986] 

§ 29.1085 Width. 
The relative breadth of a tobacco leaf expressed in relation to its length. Width, 

as an element of quality, does not apply to tobacco in strip form. (See Elements 
of Quality Chart.) 

Elements Degrees 

Maturity .............................................................. Immature ...... Unripe .......... Mature .......... Ripe ............. Mellow. 
Leaf structure ..................................................... Tight ............. Close ............ Firm .............. Open.
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Elements Degrees 

Body ................................................................... Heavy ........... Fleshy .......... Medium ........ Thin.
Oil ...................................................................... Lean ............. Oily ............... Rich.
Color intensity .................................................... Pale .............. Weak ............ Moderate ...... Strong .......... Deep. 
Width .................................................................. Stringy .......... Narrow ......... Normal ......... Spready.
Length ................................................................ ...................... (1 ) ................ (1 ) ................ (1 ).
Uniformity ........................................................... ...................... (2 ) ................ (2 ) ................ (2 ).
Injury tolerance .................................................. ...................... (2 ) ................ (2 ) ................ (2 ).
Waste tolerance ................................................. ...................... (2 ) ................ (2 ) ................ (2 ).

1 Expressed in inches. 
2 Expressed in percentage. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977. Redesignated at 47 FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 48 FR 29671, June 
28, 1983. Redesignated and amended at 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984, and further redesignated at 
51 FR 25027, July 10, 1986] 

ELEMENTS OF QUALITY 

§ 29.1101 Elements of quality and de-
grees of each element. 

These standardized words or terms 
are used to describe tobacco quality 
and to assist in interpreting grade 
specifications. Tobacco attributes or 
characteristics which constitute qual-
ity are designated as elements of qual-
ity. The range within each element is 
expressed by the use of words or terms 
designated as degrees. These several 
degrees are arranged to show their rel-
ative value, but the actual value of 
each degree varies with group. 

RULES 

§ 29.1106 Rules. 
The application of these official 

standard grades shall be in accordance 
with the following rules. 

§ 29.1107 Rule 1. 
Each grade shall be treated as a sub-

division of a particular type. When the 
grade is stated in an inspection certifi-
cate, the type also shall be stated. 

§ 29.1108 Rule 2. 
The determination of a grade shall be 

based upon a thorough examination of 
a lot of tobacco or of an official sample 
of the lot. 

§ 29.1109 Rule 3. 
In drawing an official sample from a 

hogshead or other package of tobacco, 
three or more breaks shall be made at 
such points and in such manner as the 
inspector or sampler may find nec-
essary to determine the kinds of to-
bacco and the percentage of each kind 

contained in the lot. All breaks shall 
be made so that the tobacco contained 
in the center of the package is visible 
to the sampler, except for baled to-
bacco that is not opened for inspection 
(see Rule 30). Tobacco shall be drawn 
from at least three breaks from which 
a representative sample shall be se-
lected. The sample shall include to-
bacco of each different group, quality, 
color, length, and kind found in the lot 
in proportion to the quantities of each 
contained in the lot. 

[65 FR 46086, July 27, 2000] 

§ 29.1110 Rule 4. 
All standard grades must be clean 

unless otherwise noted by a special fac-
tor. 

§ 29.1111 Rule 5. 
The grade assigned to any lot of to-

bacco shall be a true representation of 
the tobacco at the time of inspection 
and certification. If, at any time, it is 
found that a lot of tobacco does not 
comply with the specifications of the 
grade previously assigned, it shall not 
thereafter be represented as such 
grade. 

§ 29.1112 Rule 6. 
A lot of tobacco on the marginal line 

between two colors shall be placed in 
the color with which it best cor-
responds with respect to body or other 
associated elements of quality. 

§ 29.1113 Rule 7. 
Any lot of tobacco which meets the 

specifications of two grades shall be 
placed in the higher grade. Any lot of 
tobacco on the marginal line between 
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two grades shall be placed in the lower 
grade. 

§ 29.1114 Rule 8. 
A lot of tobacco meets the specifica-

tions of a grade when it is not lower in 
any degree of any element of quality 
than the minimum specifications of 
such grade. 

§ 29.1115 Rule 9. 
The use of any grade may be re-

stricted by the Director during any 
marketing season when it is found that 
the grade is not needed or appears in 
insufficient volume to justify its use. 

§ 29.1116 Rule 10. 
Any special factor approved by the 

Director of the Tobacco Division, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, may be 
used to show a peculiar side or char-
acteristic of the tobacco which tends to 
modify the grade. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.1117 Rule 11. 
Interpretations, the use of specifica-

tions, and the meaning of terms shall 
be in accordance with determinations 
or clarifications made by the Chief of 
the Marketing Programs Branch and 
approved by the Director. 

§ 29.1118 Rule 12. 
In determining the grade of a lot of 

tobacco, the lot as a whole shall be 
considered. Minor irregularities which 
do not affect over one percent of the 
tobacco shall be overlooked. 

§ 29.1119 Rule 13. 
Degrees of uniformity shall be ex-

pressed in terms of percentages. The 
percentages shall govern the portion of 
a lot which must meet the specifica-
tions of the grade. (These percentages 
shall not affect limitations established 
by other rules.) The minor portion 
must be closely related, but may be of 
a different group, quality, and color 
from the major portion. 

§ 29.1120 Rule 14. 
The application of injury tolerance 

as an element of quality shall be ex-
pressed in terms of a percentage. The 

appraisal of injury shall be based upon 
the percentage of affected leaf surface 
or the degree of injury. In appraising 
injury, consideration shall be given to 
the normal characteristics of the group 
as related to injury. 

§ 29.1121 Rule 15. 

Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-
cent or more of variegated tobacco 
other than variegated red or scorched 
shall be described as variegated and 
designated by the color symbol ‘‘K,’’ 
‘‘KL,’’ ‘‘KF,’’ ‘‘KD,’’ or ‘‘KV.’’ 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983] 

§ 29.1122 Rule 16. 

Any lot of ripe tobacco which con-
tains 20 percent or more of variegated 
red or scorched tobacco shall be des-
ignated by the color symbol ‘‘KR.’’ Any 
lot of unripe tobacco which is under 20 
percent greenish or green but which 
contains 20 percent or more of scorched 
tobacco, or any lot of tobacco which 
contains 20 percent or more of a color 
distinctly different from the major 
color shall be classified as mixed color 
and designated by the color symbol 
‘‘KM’’. Any lot of unripe tobacco in the 
C, or B groups which is under 20 per-
cent greenish or green but which con-
tains 50 percent or more of scorched to-
bacco shall be classified as excessively 
scorched and designated by the com-
bination symbol ‘‘KK’’. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 51 
FR 25028, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1123 Rule 17. 

Any lot of lemon, or orange colored 
tobacco containing over 20 percent of 
slick tobacco shall be designated by 
the symbol ‘‘S’’ in the X, C, or B 
groups. 

§ 29.1124 Rule 18. 

Any lot of mature tobacco in lemon 
or orange color containing 20 percent 
or more of greenish tobacco, or any lot 
which is not green but which contains 
20 percent or more of greenish and 
green tobacco combined shall be des-
ignated by the color symbol ‘‘V.’’ 
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§ 29.1125 Rule 19. 
Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-

cent or more of green tobacco, or any 
lot which is not crude but contains 20 
percent or more of green and crude 
combined shall be designated by the 
color symbols ‘‘G,’’ ‘‘GR,’’ ‘‘GK,’’ 
‘‘GG,’’ or the combination symbols 
‘‘GL,’’ or ‘‘GF.’’ 

§ 29.1126 Rule 20. 
Crude tobacco shall not be included 

in any grade of any color except green, 
green red, green variegated, gray 
green, or the combination symbols 
‘‘GL,’’ or ‘‘GF’’ in the nondescript 
group. Any lot containing 20 percent or 
more of crude tobacco shall be classi-
fied as nondescript. 

§ 29.1127 Rule 21. 
Damaged tobacco which otherwise 

meets the specifications of a grade 
shall be treated as a special factor 
grade by placing the special factor ‘‘U’’ 
after the grademark. 

§ 29.1128 Rule 22. 
Sound tobacco that is wet or in 

doubtful-keeping order but which oth-
erwise meets the specifications of a 
grade shall be treated as a special fac-
tor grade by placing the special factor 
‘‘W’’ after the grademark. 

§ 29.1129 Rule 23. 
Tobacco shall be designated by the 

grademark ‘‘No-G,’’ when it is offtype, 
semicured, fire-killed, smoked, 
oxidized over 10 percent, has an odor 
foreign to the type, or is packed in 
bales which are not approximately 42 
inches wide × 42 inches high × 40 inches 
long. 

[65 FR 46086, July 27, 2000] 

§ 29.1130 Rule 24. 
Tobacco shall be designated by the 

grademark, ‘‘No-G-F,’’ when it con-
tains stalks, suckers, or foreign matter 
such as straw, strings, rubber bands, 
grass, weeds, or an excessive amount of 
dirt or sand. 

§ 29.1131 Rule 25. 
Any lot of tobacco containing 10 per-

cent or less of oxidized tobacco, except 
as provided in rule 12, shall be des-

ignated by the combination symbols 
‘‘PO,’’ ‘‘XO,’’ or ‘‘BO.’’ Crude or green 
tobacco containing 10 percent or less of 
oxidized shall be grade ‘‘N2.’’ 

§ 29.1132 Rule 26. 
Tobacco that contains a moderate 

amount of dirt or sand, but which oth-
erwise meets the specifications of any 
Primings grade, including the first 
quality Nondescript from the Primings 
group, shall be designated by placing 
the special factor, ‘‘dirt’’ or ‘‘sand’’ 
after the grademark. 

§ 29.1133 Rule 27. 
Tobacco in Types 11–14 shall be des-

ignated by the grademark ‘‘No-G- 
Nested’’ when it is nested. 

[47 FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982, as amended at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.1134 Rule 28. 
Tobacco in strip form which other-

wise meets the specifications of a grade 
shall be treated as a special factor 
grade by placing the special factor ‘‘S’’ 
preceding the grademark. 

[49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.1135 Rule 29. 
Any lot of tobacco containing 25 per-

cent or more of an adjacent group, 
which otherwise meets the specifica-
tions of a grade shall be treated as a 
special factor grade by placing the spe-
cial factor ‘‘M’’ preceding the 
grademark. 

[60 FR 36028, July 13, 1995] 

§ 29.1136 Rule 30. 
Any lot of baled tobacco that is not 

opened for inspection but which other-
wise meets the specifications of a grade 
shall be graded by the exterior only. 

[65 FR 46086, July 27, 2000] 

GRADES 

§ 29.1161 [Reserved] 

§ 29.1162 Leaf (B Group). 
This group consists of leaves nor-

mally grown at or above the 
midportion of the stalk. Leaves of the 
B group have a pointed tip, tend to 
fold, usually are heavier in body than 



95 

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 29.1162 

the other groups, and show little or no 
ground injury. 

Grades, Grade Names, Minimum Specifica-
tions, and Tolerances 
B1L—Choice Quality Lemon Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 
rich in oil, deep color intensity, spready, 20 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 90 per-
cent; injury tolerance, 5 percent. 
B2L—Fine Quality Lemon Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 
rich in oil, deep color intensity, normal 
width, 18 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 85 percent; injury tolerance, 10 per-
cent. 
B3L—Good Quality Lemon Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 
oily, strong color intensity, normal width, 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 per-
cent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 
B4L—Fair Quality Lemon Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 
only, moderate color intensity, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
B5L—Low Quality Lemon Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity, narrow. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 
percent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
B6L—Poor Quality Lemon Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity, stringy. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 
percent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
B1F—Choice Quality Orange Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, rich in 
oil, deep color intensity, spready, 20 inches 
or over in length. Uniformity, 90 percent; in-
jury tolerance, 5 percent. 
B2F—Fine Quality Orange Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, rich in 
oil, deep color intensity, normal width, 18 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 85 per-
cent; injury tolerance, 10 percent. 
B3F—Good Quality Orange Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, 
strong color intensity, normal width, 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 per-
cent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 
B4F—Fair Quality Orange Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, mod-
erate color intensity, normal width. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 per-
cent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
B5F—Low Quality Orange Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, weak color intensity, narrow. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 per-
cent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
B6F—Poor Quality Orange Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, weak color intensity, stringy. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 per-
cent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
B1FR—Choice Quality Orange Red Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, rich in 
oil, deep color intensity, spready, 20 inches 
or over in length. Uniformity, 90 percent; in-
jury tolerance, 5 percent. 
B2FR—Fine Quality Orange Red Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, rich in 
oil, deep color intensity, normal width, 18 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 85 per-
cent; injury tolerance, 10 percent. 
B3FR—Good Quality Orange Red Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, 
strong color intensity, normal width, 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 per-
cent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 
B4FR—Fair Quality Orange Red Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, mod-
erate color intensity, normal width. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 per-
cent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
B5FR—Low Quality Orange Red Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, weak color intensity, narrow. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 per-
cent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
B6FR—Poor Quality Orange Red Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, weak color intensity, stringy. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 per-
cent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
B5R—Low Quality Red Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, heavy, lean in 
oil, weak color intensity, narrow. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 per-
cent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
B3K—Good Quality Variegated Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, nor-
mal width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 per-
cent. 
B4K—Fair Quality Variegated Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, normal width. Uniformity, 70 percent; in-
jury tolerance 20 percent, of which not over 
5 percent may be waste. 
B5K—Low Quality Variegated Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, narrow. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 10 
percent may be waste. 
B6K—Poor Quality Variegated Leaf 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 40 percent, of which not over 20 
percent may be waste. 
B3KR—Good Quality Variegated Red or 

Scorched Leaf 
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Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, nor-
mal width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 80 percent; injury tolerance 15 per-
cent. 
B4KR—Fair Quality Variegated Red or 

Scorched Leaf 
Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 

oil, normal width. Uniformity, 70 percent; in-
jury tolerance 20 percent, of which not over 
5 percent may be waste. 
B5KR—Low Quality Variegated Red or 

Scorched Leaf 
Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 

oil, narrow. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 10 
percent may be waste. 
B3V—Good Quality Greenish Leaf 

Mature, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, 
normal width, 16 inches or over in length. 
Uniformity, 80 percent; injury tolerance 15 
percent. 
B4V—Fair Quality Greenish Leaf 

Mature, firm leaf structure, fleshy, oily, 
normal width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 20 percent, of which not over 5 per-
cent may be waste. 
B5V—Low Quality Greenish Leaf 

Mature, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 
oil, narrow. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 10 
percent may be waste. 
B3KL—Good Quality Variegated Lemon Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 per-
cent. 
B4KL—Fair Quality Variegated Lemon Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
B5KL—Low Quality Variegated Lemon Leaf 

Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, nar-
row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 
B6KL—Poor Quality Variegated Lemon Leaf 

Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, 
stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 40 percent, of which not over 20 percent 
may be waste. 
B3KF—Good Quality Variegated Orange Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 per-
cent. 
B4KF—Fair Quality Variegated Orange Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
B5KF—Low Quality Variegated Orange Leaf 

Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, nar-
row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 
B6KF—Poor Quality Variegated Orange Leaf 

Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, 
stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 40 percent, of which not over 20 percent 
may be waste. 
B3KD—Good Quality Variegated Dark Red 

Leaf 
Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 

width, 16 inches (40.6 cm) or over in length. 
Uniformity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 
percent. 
B4KD—Quality Variegated Dark Red Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
B5KD—Low Quality Variegated Dark Red 

Leaf 
Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, nar-

row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 
B6KD—Poor Quality Variegated Dark Red 

Leaf 
Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, 

stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 40 percent, of which not over 20 percent 
may be waste. 
B3KM—Good Quality Variegated Mixed Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 per-
cent. 
B4KM—Fair Quality Variegated Mixed Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
B5KM—Low Quality Variegated Mixed Leaf 

Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, nar-
row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 
B6KM—Poor Quality Variegated Mixed Leaf 

Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, 
stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 40 percent, of which not over 20 percent 
may be waste. 
B3KK Good Quality Excessively Scorched 

Leaf 
Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 

width, 16 inches (40.6 cm) or over in length. 
Uniformity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 
percent. 
B4KK Fair Quality Excessively Scorched 

Leaf 
Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy, normal 

width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
B5KK Low Quality Excessively Scorched 

Leaf 
Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, nar-

row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 
B6KK Poor Quality Excessively Scorched 

Leaf 
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Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy, 
stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 40 percent, of which not over 20 percent 
may be waste. 
B4KV—Fair Quality Variegated Greenish 

Leaf 
Unripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 

normal width. Uniformity, 70 percent; toler-
ance, 25 percent waste. 
B5KV—Low Quality Variegated Greenish 

Leaf 
Unripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 

narrow. Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 
percent waste. 
B6KV—Poor Quality Variegated Greenish 

Leaf 
Unripe, firm leaf structure, medium body, 

stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 40 
percent waste. 
B3S—Good Quality Slick Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, fleshy, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 per-
cent. 
B4S—Fair Quality Slick Leaf 

Unripe, close leaf structure, fleshy, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance, 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
B5S—Low Quality Slick Leaf 

Unripe, tight leaf structure, fleshy, nar-
row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 
B4G—Fair Quality Green Leaf 

Immature, close leaf structure, fleshy, 
oily, normal width. Uniformity, 70 percent; 
injury tolerance 20 percent, of which not 
over 5 percent may be waste. 
B5G—Low Quality Green Leaf 

Immature, tight leaf structure, fleshy, lean 
in oil, narrow. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 10 
percent may be waste. 
B6G—Poor Quality Green Leaf 

Immature, tight leaf structure, fleshy, lean 
in oil, stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 40 percent, of which not over 20 
percent may be waste. 
B5GR—Low Quality Green Red Leaf 

Immature, tight leaf structure, heavy, lean 
in oil, narrow. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 10 
percent may be waste. 
B4GK—Fair Quality Green Variegated Leaf 

Immature, close leaf structure, heavy, nor-
mal width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 20 percent, of which not over 5 per-
cent may be waste. 
B5GK—Low Quality Green Variegated Leaf 

Immature, tight leaf structure, heavy, nar-
row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 
B6GK—Poor Quality Green Variegated Leaf 

Immature, tight leaf structure, heavy, 
stringy. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-

ance 40 percent, of which not over 20 percent 
may be waste. 
B5GG—Low Quality Gray Green Leaf 

Immature, tight leaf structure, heavy, nar-
row. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 
30 percent, of which not over 10 percent may 
be waste. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983; 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984; 51 FR 25028, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1163 Smoking Leaf (H Group). 
This group consists of leaves nor-

mally grown at or above the 
midportion of the stalk. Leaves of the 
H group show a high degree of matu-
rity, more open leaf structure in rela-
tion to the B Group, and a material 
amount of injury characteristic of very 
ripe leaf tobacco. 

Grades, Grade Names, Minimum Specifica-
tions, and Tolerances 
H3F—Good Quality Orange Smoking Leaf 

Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, strong color intensity, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 15 per-
cent. 
H4F—Fair Quality Orange Smoking Leaf 

Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, moderate color intensity, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
H5F—Low Quality Orange Smoking Leaf 

Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity, narrow. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 
percent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
H6F—Poor Quality Orange Smoking Leaf 

Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity, stringy. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 
percent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
H4FR—Fair Quality Orange Red Smoking 

Leaf 
Mellow, open leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 

oil, moderate color intensity, normal width. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 
percent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
H5FR—Low Quality Orange Red Smoking 

Leaf 
Mellow, open leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 

oil, weak color intensity, narrow. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 per-
cent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
H6FR—Poor Quality Orange Red Smoking 

Leaf 
Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 

lean in oil, weak color intensity, stringy. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 
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percent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
H4K—Fair Quality Variegated Smoking Leaf 

Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, moderate color intensity, normal 
width. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
H5K—Low Quality Variegated Smoking Leaf 

Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity, narrow. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 
percent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
H6K—Poor Quality Variegated Smoking Leaf 

Mellow, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity, stringy. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 
percent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983; 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984; 51 FR 25028, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1164 Cutters (C Group). 
This group consists of leaves nor-

mally grown at or just below the 
midportion of the stalk. Leaves of the 
C group have a tendency to roll con-
cealing the stem or midrib. Cutters 
usually have a rounded tip, are thin to 
medium in body, and show some 
ground injury. 

Grades, Grade Names, Minimum Specifica-
tions, and Tolerances 
C1L—Choice Quality Lemon Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
oily, deep color intensity, spready, 20 inches 
or over in length. Uniformity, 90 percent, in-
jury tolerance, 5 percent. 
C2L—Fine Quality Lemon Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, oily, deep 
color intensity, spready, 20 inches or over in 
length. Uniformity, 85 percent; injury toler-
ance, 10 percent. 
C3L—Good Quality Lemon Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, oily, strong 
color intensity, spready, 18 inches or over in 
length. Uniformity, 80 percent; injury toler-
ance, 15 percent. 
C4L—Fair Quality Lemon Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, lean in oil, 
moderate color intensity, normal width, 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 70 per-
cent; injury tolerance 20 percent, of which 
not over 5 percent may be waste. 
C5L—Low Quality Lemon Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, lean in oil, 
weak color intensity, normal width, 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 70 per-
cent; injury tolerance 30 percent, of which 
not over 10 percent may be waste. 
C4LL—Fair Quality Whitish-Lemon Cutters 

Unripe, firm leaf structure, thin (papery), 
lean in oil, normal width, 16 inches or over in 

length. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
C5LL Low Quality Whitish-Lemon Cutters 

Unripe, firm leaf structure, thin (papery), 
lean in oil, normal width, 16 inches (40.6 cm) 
or over in length. Uniformity, 70 percent; in-
jury tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 
10 percent may be waste. 
C5LP—Low Quality Lemon Cutters 

(Primings Side) 
Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, 

thin, lean in oil, pale color intensity, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 per-
cent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
C1F—Choice Quality Orange Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
oily, deep color intensity, spready, 20 inches 
or over in length. Uniformity, 90 percent; in-
jury tolerance, 5 percent. 
C2F—Fine Quality Orange Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
oily, deep color intensity, spready, 20 inches 
or over in length. Uniformity, 85 percent; in-
jury tolerance, 10 percent. 
C3F—Good Quality Orange Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
oily, strong color intensity, spready, 18 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 per-
cent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 
C4F—Fair Quality Orange Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, moderate color intensity, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 per-
cent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
C5F—Low Quality Orange Cutters 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 per-
cent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
C5FP—Low Quality Orange Cutters 

(Primings Side) 
Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, me-

dium body, lean in oil, pale color intensity, 
normal width, 16 inches or over length. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 30 per-
cent, or which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
C4KR—Fair Quality Variegated Red or 

Scorched Cutters 
Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 

lean in oil, moderate color intensity, normal 
width, 16 inches or over in length. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 per-
cent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
C4V—Fair Quality Greenish Cutters 

Mature, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, normal width, 16 inches or over in 
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length. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
C4KL—Fair Quality Variegated Lemon Cut-

ters 
Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body, 

normal width, 16 inches or over in length. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 
percent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
C4KF—Fair Quality Variegated Orange Cut-

ters 
Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body, 

normal width, 16 inches or over in length. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 
percent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
C4KM—Fair Quality Variegated Mixed Cut-

ters 
Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body, 

normal width, 16 inches or over in length. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 
percent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
C4KK Fair Quality Excessively Scorched 

Cutters 
Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body, 

normal width, 16 inches (40.6 cm) or over in 
length. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance, 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 
C4S—Fair Quality Slick Cutters 

Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body, 
normal width, 16 inches or over in length. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 20 
percent, of which not over 5 percent may be 
waste. 
C4G—Fair Quality Green Cutters 

Immature, close leaf structure, medium 
body, lean in oil, normal width, 16 inches or 
over in length. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 20 percent, of which not over 5 per-
cent may be waste. 
C4GK—Fair Quality Green Variegated Cut-

ters 
Immature, close leaf structure, medium 

body, normal width, 16 inches or over in 
length. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury toler-
ance 20 percent, of which not over 5 percent 
may be waste. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983; 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984; 51 FR 25028, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1165 Lugs (X Group). 
This group consists of leaves nor-

mally grown near the bottom of the 
stalk. Leaves of the X group usually 
have a blunt tip and open face; they 
show some ground injury char-
acteristic of the group. 

Grades, Grade Names, Minimum Specifica-
tions, and Tolerances 
X1L—Choice Quality Lemon Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, oily, strong 
color intensity. Uniformity, 80 percent; in-
jury tolerance 20 percent, of which not over 
5 percent may be waste. 
X2L—Fine Quality Lemon Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, oily, strong 
color intensity. Uniformity, 75 percent; in-
jury tolerance 25 percent, of which not over 
10 percent may be waste. 
X3L—Good Quality Lemon Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, lean in oil, 
moderate color intensity. Uniformity, 70 per-
cent; injury tolerance 40 percent, of which 
not over 20 percent may be waste. 
X4L—Fair Quality Lemon Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, lean in oil, 
weak color intensity. Uniformity, 70 percent; 
tolerance, 30 percent waste. 
X5L—Low Quality Lemon Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, thin, lean in oil, 
pale color intensity. Uniformity, 70 percent; 
tolerance, 40 percent waste. 
X3LL Good Quality Whitish-Lemon Lugs 

Unripe, firm leaf structure, thin (papery), 
lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 40 percent, of which not over 20 
percent may be waste. 
X4LL—Fair Quality Whitish-Lemon Lugs 

Unripe, firm leaf structure, thin (papery), 
lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 
30 percent waste. 
X1F—Choice Quality Orange Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
oily, strong color intensity. Uniformity, 80 
percent; injury tolerance 20 percent, of which 
not over 5 percent may be waste. 
X2F—Fine Quality Orange Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
oily, strong color intensity. Uniformity, 75 
percent; injury tolerance 25 percent, of which 
not over 10 percent may be waste. 
X3F—Good Quality Orange Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, moderate color intensity. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 per-
cent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
X4F—Fair Quality Orange Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, weak color intensity. Uniformity, 
70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent waste. 
X5F—Low Quality Orange Lugs 

Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil, pale color intensity. Uniformity, 
70 percent; tolerance, 40 percent waste. 
X3KR—Good Quality Variegated Red or 

Scorched Lugs 
Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 

lean in oil, moderate color intensity. Uni-
formity, 70 percent, injury tolerance 40 per-
cent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
X4KR—Fair Quality Variegated Red or 

Scorched Lugs 
Ripe, open leaf structure, medium body, 

lean in oil, weak color intensity. Uniformity, 
70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent waste. 
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X3V—Good Quality Greenish Lugs 
Mature, open leaf structure, medium body, 

lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury 
tolerance 40 percent, of which not over 20 
percent may be waste. 
X4V—Fair Quality Greenish Lugs 

Mature, open leaf structure, medium body, 
lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 
30 percent waste. 
X4KL—Fair Quality Variegated Lemon Lugs 

Unripe, close leaf structure, thin. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent 
waste. 
X4KF—Fair Quality Variegated Orange Lugs 

Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent 
waste. 
X4KV—Fair Quality Variegated Greenish 

Lugs 
Unripe, firm leaf structure, medium body. 

Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent 
waste. 
X3KM—Good Quality Variegated Mixed Lugs 

Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 
percent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
X4KM—Fair Quality Variegated Mixed Lugs 

Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent 
waste. 
X3S—Good Quality Slick Lugs 

Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 
percent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
X4S—Fair Quality Slick Lugs 

Unripe, close leaf structure, medium body. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent 
waste. 
X4G—Fair Quality Green Lugs 

Immature, firm leaf structure, medium 
body, lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; tol-
erance, 30 percent waste. 
X5G—Low Quality Green Lugs 

Immature, firm leaf structure, medium 
body, lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; tol-
erance, 40 percent waste. 
X4GK—Fair Quality Green Variegated Lugs 

Immature, close leaf structure, medium 
body. Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 
percent waste. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 48 
FR 29671, June 28, 1983; 49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 
1984; 51 FR 25028, July 10, 1986] 

§ 29.1166 Primings (P Group). 
This group consists of round-tipped 

leaves from the lowest portion of the 
stalk. Leaves of the P group ripen pre-
maturely as a result of starvation and 
show a material amount of injury char-
acteristic of leaves grown close to the 
ground. 

Grades, Grade Names, Minimum Specifica-
tions, and Tolerances 
P2L—Fine Quality Lemon Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, 
thin, oily, moderate color intensity. Uni-
formity, 75 percent; injury tolerance 25 per-
cent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
P3L—Good Quality Lemon Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, 
thin, lean in oil, weak color intensity. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 per-
cent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
P4L—Fair Quality Lemon Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, 
thin, lean in oil, pale color intensity. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent 
waste. 
P5L—Low Quality Lemon Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, 
thin, lean in oil, pale color intensity. Uni-
formity, 70 percent; tolerance, 40 percent 
waste. 
P2F—Fine Quality Orange Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, me-
dium body, oily, moderate color intensity. 
Uniformity, 75 percent; injury tolerance 25 
percent, of which not over 10 percent may be 
waste. 
P3F—Good Quality Orange Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, me-
dium body, lean in oil, weak color intensity. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance 40 
percent, of which not over 20 percent may be 
waste. 
P4F—Fair Quality Orange Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, me-
dium body, lean in oil, pale color intensity. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 30 percent 
waste. 
P5F—Low Quality Orange Primings 

Prematurely ripe, open leaf structure, me-
dium body, lean in oil, pale color intensity. 
Uniformity, 70 percent; tolerance, 40 percent 
waste. 
P4G—Fair Quality Green Primings 

Immature, firm leaf structure, medium 
body, lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; tol-
erance, 30 percent waste. 
P5G—Low Quality Green Primings 

Immature, firm leaf structure, medium 
body, lean in oil. Uniformity, 70 percent; tol-
erance, 40 percent waste. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.1167 Mixed (M Group). 
This group consists of tobacco from 

three or more groups or two distinctly 
different groups which are mixed to-
gether in various combinations. 

Grades, Grade Names, Minimum Specifica-
tions, and Tolerances 
M4F—Fair Quality Mixed Groups 
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Ripe, firm leaf structure, heavy, lean in 
oil. Injury tolerance 30 percent, of which not 
over 10 percent may be waste. 
M5F—Low Quality Mixed Groups 

Ripe, firm leaf structure, heavy, lean in 
oil. Injury tolerance 40 percent, of which not 
over 20 percent may be waste. 
M4KR—Fair Quality Variegated Red or 

Scorched Mixed Groups 
Ripe, firm leaf structure, fleshy, lean in 

oil. Injury tolerance 30 percent, of which not 
over 10 percent may be waste. 
M4KM—Fair Quality Variegated Mixed 

Groups 
Unripe, close leaf structure, heavy. Injury 

tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 10 
percent may be waste. 
M5KM—Low Quality Variegated Mixed 

Groups 
Unripe, tight leaf structure, heavy. Injury 

tolerance 40 percent, of which not over 20 
percent may be waste. 
M4GK—Fair Quality Green Variegated Mixed 

Groups 
Immature, close leaf structure, heavy. In-

jury tolerance 30 percent, of which not over 
10 percent may be waste. 
M5GK—Low Quality Green Variegated Mixed 

Groups 
Immature, tight leaf structure, heavy. In-

jury tolerance, 40 percent, of which not over 
20 percent may be waste. 

[49 FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.1168 Nondescript (N Group). 
Extremely common tobacco which 

does not meet the minimum specifica-
tions or which exceeds the tolerance of 
the lowest grade of any other group ex-
cept Scrap. 

Grades, Grade Names, Minimum Specifications, 
and Tolerances 

N1L— 
Best Nondescript from the P Group 
Tolerance: 50 percent waste. 

N1XL— 
Best Nondescript from the X Group 
Tolerance: 50 percent waste. 

N1K— 
Best Nondescript from the B or H Groups 
Tolerance: 50 percent injury or waste. 

N1R— 
Best, Heavy, Dark-colored Nondescript 

from the B Group 
Tolerance: 50 percent injury or waste. 

N1KV— 
Best, Variegated, Medium-bodied Greenish 

Nondescript from the B Group 
Tolerance: 50 percent waste. 

N1GL— 
Best, Thin, Crude Green Nondescript from 

the P or X Groups 
Tolerance: 50 percent crude or waste. 

N1GF— 

Best, Fleshy, Medium-colored, Crude Green 
Nondescript from the B Group 

Tolerance: 50 percent crude, injury or 
waste. 

N1GR— 
Best, Heavy, Dark-colored, Crude Green 

Nondescript from the B Group 
Tolerance: 50 percent crude, injury or 

waste. 
N1GG— 

Best, Crude, Gray Green Nondescript from 
the B Group 

Tolerance: 50 percent crude, injury or 
waste. 

N1PO— 
Oxidized Tobacco from the P Group 
Tolerance: 50 percent waste. 

N1XO— 
Oxidized Tobacco from the X or C Groups 
Tolerance: 50 percent waste. 

N1BO— 
Oxidized Tobacco from the B or H Groups 
Tolerance: 50 percent injury or waste. 

N2— 
Poorest Nondescript of any Group or Color 
Tolerance: Over 50 percent crude, injury or 

waste. 
Pursuant to Rule 25, this grade also in-

cludes crude or green tobacco containing 
10 percent or less of oxidized. 

[54 FR 7926, Feb. 24, 1989] 

§ 29.1169 Scrap (S Group). 
A byproduct of stemmed and 

unstemmed tobacco. Scrap accumu-
lates from handling tobacco in farm 
buildings, warehouses, packing and 
conditioning plants, and stemmeries. 

Grade, Grade Name and Specifications 
S—Scrap. Loose, whole, or broken 

unstemmed leaves; or the web portion of 
tobacco leaves reduced to scrap by any 
process. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984] 

SUMMARY OF STANDARD GRADES 

§ 29.1181 Summary of standard grades. 

23 GRADES OF LEAF 

B1L B1F B1FR 
B2L B2F B2FR 
B3L B3F B3FR B3K 
B4L B4F B4FR B4K 
B5L B5F B5FR B5R B5K 
B6L B6F B6FR B6K 

10 GRADES OF SMOKING LEAF 

H3F 
H4F H4FR H4K 
H5F H5FR H5K 
H6F H6FR H6K 
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10 GRADES OF CUTTERS 

C1L C1F 
C2L C2F 
C3L C3F 
C4L C4F 
C5L C5F 

10 GRADES OF LUGS 

X1L X1F 
X2L X2F 
X3L X3F 
X4L X4F 
X5L X5F 

8 GRADES OF PRIMINGS 

P2L P2F 
P3L P3F 
P4L P4F 
P5L P5F 

6 GRADES OF GREENISH 

B3V X3V 
B4V C4V X4V 
B5V 

20 GRADES OF VARIEGATED 

B3KL B3KF B3KD 
B4KL B4KF B4KD B4KV C4KL C4KF X4KL X4KF X4KV 
B5KL B5KF B5KD B5KV 
B6KL B6KF B6KD B6KV 

7 MIXED GRADES 

M4F M4KR M4KM M4GK 

7 MIXED GRADES—Continued 

M5F M5KM M5GK 

15 GRADES OF GREEN 

B4G B4GK C4G C4GK X4G X4GK P4G 
B5G B5GR B5GK B5GG X5G P5G 
B6G B6GK 

7 GRADES OF VARIEGATED MIXED 

B3KM X3KM 
B4KM C4KM X4KM 
B5KM 
B6KM 

6 GRADES OF VARIEGATED RED OR SCORCHED 

B3KR X3KR 
B4KR C4KR X4KR 
B5KR 

5 GRADES OF EXCESSIVELY SCORCHED 

B3KK 
B4KK 
B5KK 
B6KK 
C4KK 

6 GRADES OF SLICK 

B3S X3S 
B4S C4S X4S 
B5S 

4 GRADES OF WHITISH-LEMON 

X3LL C4LL 
X4LL C5LL 

2 GRADES OF CUTTERS (PRIMINGS SIDE) 

C5LP C5FP 

13 GRADES OF NONDESCRIPT 

N1L N1KV N1GG 
N1XL N1GL N1PO 
N1K N1GF N1XO 
N1R N1GR N1BO 

N2 

1 GRADE OF SCRAP 

S 

Special factors ‘‘U’’ (unsound), ‘‘W’’ 
(doubtful-keeping order), ‘‘S’’ (strip), 
and ‘‘M’’ (mixed) may be applied to all 
grades. The special factors ‘‘dirt’’ or 
‘‘sand’’ may be applied to any grade in 
the Primings group, including first 
quality Nondescript from the Primings 
group. Tobacco not covered by the 
standard grades is designated ‘‘No-G,’’ 
‘‘No-G-F,’’ or ‘‘No-G-Nested.’’ 

[48 FR 29671, June 28, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 16756, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 25028, July 10, 
1986; 52 FR 28534, July 31, 1987; 60 FR 36028, 
July 13, 1995] 
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KEY TO STANDARD GRADEMARKS 

§ 29.1225 Key to standard grademarks. 

Groups 

B—Leaf. H—Smoking Leaf. C—Cutters. X— 
Lugs. P—Primings. M—Mixed Group. N— 
Nondescript. S—Scrap. 

Qualities 

1—Choice. 2—Fine. 3—Good. 4—Fair. 5— 
Low. 6—Poor. 

Color Symbols 

L—Lemon. LL—Whitish-lemon. F—Orange. 
FR—Orange red. R—Red. K—Variegated. 
KR—Variegated red or scorched. G—Green. 
V—Greenish. GR—Green red. GK—Green var-
iegated. GG—Gray green. KL—Variegated 
lemon. KF—Variegated orange. KV—Varie-
gated greenish. KM—Variegated mixed. KD— 
Variegated dark red. LL—Whitish-lemon. 

Combination Symbols 

XL—Lug side. PO—Oxidized primings, 
XO—Oxidized lugs or cutters. BO—Oxidized 
leaf or smoking leaf. GL—Thin-bodied non-
descript. GF—Medium-bodied nondescript. 
LP—Lemon (primings side). FP—Orange 
(primings side). KK—Excessively scorched. 

Special Symbol 

S—Slick. 

[42 FR 21092, Apr. 25, 1977, as amended at 48 
FR 29672, June 28, 1983; 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 
1984; 51 FR 25028, July 10, 1986; 52 FR 28534, 
July 31, 1987] 

OFFICIAL STANDARD GRADES FOR VIR-
GINIA FIRE-CURED TOBACCO (U.S. 
TYPE 21) 

AUTHORITY: Sections 29.2251 to 29.2481, 
issued under 7 U.S.C. 511m and 511r. 

SOURCE: Sections 29.2251 through 29.2481 ap-
pear at 37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 29.2251 Definitions. 
As used in these standards, the words 

and phrases hereinafter defined shall 
have the indicated meanings so as-
signed. 

§ 29.2252 Air-dried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age under natural atmospheric condi-
tions. 

§ 29.2253 Body. 
The thickness and density of a leaf or 

the weight per unit of surface. (See 
chart, § 29.2351.) 

§ 29.2254 Brown colors. 
A group of colors ranging from a red-

dish brown to yellowish brown. These 
colors vary from low to medium satu-
ration and from very low to medium 
brilliance. As used in these standards, 
the range is expressed as light brown 
(L), medium brown (F), and dark brown 
(D). 

§ 29.2255 Class. 
A major division of tobacco based on 

method of cure or principal usage. 

§ 29.2256 Clean. 
Tobacco is described as clean when it 

contains only a normal amount of sand 
or soil particles. Leaves grown on the 
lower portion of the stalk normally 
contain more dirt or sand than those 
from higher stalk positions. (See Rule 
4, § 29.2395.) 

§ 29.2257 Color. 
The third factor of a grade based on 

the relative hues, saturation or 
chroma, and color values common to 
the type. 

§ 29.2258 Color intensity. 
The varying degree of saturation or 

chroma. Color intensity as applied to 
tobacco describes the strength or 
weakness of a specific color or hue. It 
is applicable to brown colors. (See 
chart, § 29.2351.) 

§ 29.2259 Color symbols. 
As applied to this type, color symbols 

are: L—light brown, F—medium brown, 
D—dark brown, M—mixed or varie-
gated, G—green, GL—light green, and 
GD—dark green. 

[45 FR 47115, July 14, 1980] 

§ 29.2260 Condition. 
The state of tobacco which results 

from the method of preparation or 
from the degree of fermentation. Words 
used to describe the condition of to-
bacco are undried, air-dried, steam- 
dried, sweating, sweated, and aged. 
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§ 29.2261 Crude. 
A subdegree of maturity. Crude 

leaves are usually hard and slick as a 
result of extreme immaturity. A simi-
lar condition may result from fire-kill, 
sunburn, or sunscald. Any leaf which is 
crude to the extent of 20 percent or 
more of its surface may be described as 
crude. (See Rule 19, § 29.2410.) 

§ 29.2262 Cured. 
Tobacco dried of its sap by either 

natural or artificial processes. 

§ 29.2263 Damage. 
The effect of mold, must, rot, black 

rot, or other fungous or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. Tobacco having the odor of mold, 
must, or rot is considered damaged. 
(See Rule 20, § 29.2411.) 

§ 29.2264 Dirty. 
The state of tobacco containing an 

abnormal amount of dirt or sand, or to-
bacco to which additional quantities of 
dirt or sand have been added. (See Rule 
22, § 29.2413.) 

§ 29.2265 Elasticity. 
The flexible, springy nature of the to-

bacco leaf to recover approximately its 
original size and shape after it has been 
stretched. (See chart, § 29.2351.) 

§ 29.2266 Elements of quality. 
Physical characteristics used to de-

termine the quality of tobacco. Words 
selected to describe degrees within 
each element are shown in the chart in 
§ 29.2351. 

§ 29.2267 Fiber. 
The term applied to the veins in a to-

bacco leaf. The large central vein is 
called the midrib or stem. The smaller 
lateral and cross veins are considered 
from the standpoint of size and color. 

§ 29.2268 Finish. 
The reflectance factor in color per-

ception. Finish indicates the sheen or 
shine of the surface of a tobacco leaf. 
(See chart, § 29.2351.) 

§ 29.2269 Fire-cured. 
Tobacco cured under artificial at-

mospheric conditions by the use of 

open fires from which the smoke and 
fumes of burning wood are partly ab-
sorbed by the tobacco. 

§ 29.2270 Foreign matter. 

Any extraneous substance or mate-
rial such as stalks, suckers, straw, 
strings, rubber bands, and abnormal 
amounts of dirt or sand. (See Rule 22, 
§ 29.2413.) 

§ 29.2271 Form. 

The stage of preparation of tobacco 
such as unstemmed or stemmed. 

§ 29.2272 Grade. 

A subdivision of a type according to 
group, quality, and color. 

§ 29.2273 Grademark. 

A grademark normally consists of 
three symbols which indicate group, 
quality, and color. A letter is used to 
indicate group, a number to indicate 
quality, and a letter or letters to indi-
cate color. For example, B3D means 
Heavy Leaf, good quality, and dark- 
brown color. 

§ 29.2274 Green (G). 

A term applied to green-colored to-
bacco. Any leaf which has a green color 
affecting 20 percent or more of its sur-
face may be described as green. (See 
Rule 18, § 29.2409.) 

§ 29.2275 Group. 

A division of a type covering closely 
related grades based on certain charac-
teristics which are usually related to 
stalk position, body, or the general 
quality of the tobacco. Groups in this 
type are Wrappers (A), Heavy Leaf (B), 
Thin Leaf (C), Lugs (X), Nondescript 
(N), and Scrap (S). 

§ 29.2276 Injury. 

Hurt or impairment from any cause 
except the fungous or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. (See Rule 16, § 29.2407.) 

§ 29.2277 Leaf scrap. 

A byproduct of unstemmed tobacco. 
Leaf scrap results from handling 
unstemmed tobacco and consists of 
tangled whole or broken leaves. 
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§ 29.2278 Leaf structure. 

The cell development of a leaf as in-
dicated by its porosity. (See chart, 
§ 29.2351.) 

§ 29.2279 Length. 

The linear measurement of cured to-
bacco leaves from the butt of the mid-
rib to the extreme tip. 

§ 29.2280 Lot. 

A pile, basket, bulk, or more than 
one bale, case, hogshead, tierce, pack-
age, or other definite package unit. 

§ 29.2281 Maturity. 

The degree of ripeness. (See chart, 
§ 29.2351.) 

§ 29.2282 Mixed color or variegated 
(M). 

Distinctly different colors of the type 
mingled together, or any leaf of which 
20 percent or more of its surface is off 
brown, grayish, mottled, or bleached 
and does not blend with the normal 
colors of the type or group. (See Rule 
17, § 29.2408.) 

§ 29.2283 Nested. 

Any tobacco which has been loaded, 
packed, or arranged to conceal foreign 
matter or tobacco of inferior grade, 
quality, or condition. (See Rule 22, 
§ 29.2413.) 

§ 29.2284 No grade. 

A designation applied to a lot of to-
bacco classified as nested, offtype, re-
work, semicured, or premature 
primings; tobacco that is damaged 20 
percent or more, abnormally dirty, ex-
tremely wet or watered, contains for-
eign matter, or has an odor foreign to 
the type. (See Rule 22, § 29.2413.) 

§ 29.2285 Offtype. 

Tobacco of distinctly different char-
acteristics which cannot be classified 
as Fire-cured, U.S. Type 21. (See Rule 
22, § 29.2413.) 

§ 29.2286 Oil. 

A soft, semifluid constituent of to-
bacco. (See chart, § 29.2351.) 

§ 29.2287 Order (case). 
The state of tobacco with respect to 

its moisture content. 

§ 29.2288 Package. 
A hogshead, tierce, case, bale, or 

other securely enclosed parcel or bun-
dle. 

§ 29.2289 Packing. 
A lot of tobacco consisting of a num-

ber of packages submitted as one defi-
nite unit for sampling or inspection. It 
is represented to contain the same kind 
of tobacco and has a common identi-
fication number or mark on each pack-
age. 

§ 29.2290 Premature primings. 
Ground leaves harvested before 

reaching complete growth and develop-
ment. These leaves lack body and 
strength. (See Rule 22, § 29.2413.) 

§ 29.2291 Quality. 
A division of a group or the second 

factor of a grade based on the relative 
degree of one or more elements of qual-
ity. 

§ 29.2292 Resweated. 
The condition of tobacco which has 

passed through a second fermentation 
under abnormally high temperatures or 
refermented with a relatively high per-
centage of moisture. Resweated in-
cludes tobacco which has been dipped 
or reconditioned after its first fer-
mentation and put through a forced or 
artificial sweat. 

§ 29.2293 Rework. 
Any lot of tobacco which needs to be 

resorted or otherwise reworked to pre-
pare it properly for market, including: 
(a) Tobacco which is so mixed that it 
cannot be classified properly in any 
grade of the type, because the lot con-
tains a substantial quantity of two or 
more distinctly different grades which 
should be separated by sorting; (b) to-
bacco which contains an abnormally 
large quantity of foreign matter or an 
unusual number of muddy or extremely 
dirty leaves which should be removed; 
and (c) tobacco not packed straight or 
otherwise not properly prepared for 
market. (See Rule 22, § 29.2413.) 
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§ 29.2294 Semicured. 

Tobacco in the process of being cured 
or which is partially but not thor-
oughly cured. Semicured includes to-
bacco which contains fat stems, wet 
butts, swelled stems, or stems that 
have not been thoroughly dried in the 
curing process. (See Rule 22, § 29.2413.) 

§ 29.2295 Semifired (SF). 

Tobacco that is partially or lightly 
smoked or has not received the amount 
of smoke that is characteristic of fire- 
cured tobacco. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2296 Side. 

A certain phase of quality, color, or 
length as contrasted with some other 
phase of quality, color, or length; or 
any peculiar characteristics of tobacco. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2297 Size. 

The length of tobacco leaves. (See 
chart, § 29.2371.) 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2298 Sound. 

Free of damage. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2299 Special factor. 

A symbol or term authorized to be 
used with specified grades. Tobacco to 
which a special factor is applied may 
meet the general specifications but has 
a peculiar side or characteristic which 
tends to modify the grade. (See Rule 10, 
§ 29.2401.) 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2300 Steam-dried. 

The condition of unfermented to-
bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age by means of a redrying machine or 
other steam-conditioning equipment. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2301 Stem. 
The midrib or large central vein of a 

tobacco leaf. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2302 Stemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including strips 

and strip scrap, from which the stems 
or midribs have been removed. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2303 Strength. 
The stress a tobacco leaf can bear 

without tearing. (See chart, § 29.2351.) 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2304 Strips. 
The sides of a tobacco leaf from 

which the stem has been removed or a 
lot of tobacco composed of strips. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2305 Subgrade. 
Any grade modified by a special fac-

tor symbol. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2306 Sweated. 
The condition of tobacco which has 

passed through one or more fermenta-
tions natural to tobacco packed with a 
normal percentage of moisture. This 
condition is sometimes described as 
aged. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2307 Sweating. 
The condition of tobacco in the proc-

ess of fermentation. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2308 Tobacco. 
Tobacco as it appears between the 

time it is cured and stripped from the 
stalk, or primed and cured, and the 
time it enters into the different manu-
facturing processes. The acts of stem-
ming, sweating, and conditioning are 
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not regarded as manufacturing proc-
esses. Tobacco, as used in these stand-
ards, does not include manufactured or 
semimanufactured products, stems, 
cuttings, clippings, trimmings, 
siftings, or dust. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2309 Tobacco products. 

Manufactured tobacco, including 
cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco, 
chewing tobacco, and snuff. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2310 Type. 

A division of a class of tobacco hav-
ing certain common characteristics 
and closely related grades. Tobacco 
which has the same characteristics and 
corresponding qualities, colors, and 
lengths is classified as one type, re-
gardless of any factors of historical or 
geographical nature which cannot be 
determined by an examination of the 
tobacco. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2311 Type 21. 

That type of fire-cured tobacco, 
known as Virginia Fire-cured or Dark- 
fired, produced principally in the Pied-
mont and mountain sections of Vir-
ginia. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2312 Undried. 

The condition of unfermented to-
bacco which has not been air-dried or 
steam-dried. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2313 Uniformity. 

An element of quality which de-
scribes the consistency of a lot of to-
bacco as it is prepared for market. Uni-
formity is expressed as a percentage in 
grade specifications. (See Rule 15, 
§ 29.2406.) 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2314 Unsound (U). 
Damaged under 20 percent. (See Rule 

20, § 29.2411.) 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2315 Unstemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including whole 

leaf and leaf scrap, from which the 
stems or midribs have not been re-
moved. 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2316 Wet (W). 
Any sound tobacco containing exces-

sive moisture to the extent that it is in 
unsafe or doubtful-keeping order. Wet 
applies to any tobacco which is not 
damaged but which is likely to damage 
if treated in the customary manner. 
(See Rule 21, § 29.2412.) (For extremely 
wet or watered tobacco, see Rule 22, 
§ 29.2413.) 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2317 Width. 
The relative breadth of a tobacco leaf 

expressed in relation to its length. (See 
chart, § 29.2351.) 

[37 FR 13521, July 11, 1972. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

ELEMENTS OF QUALITY 

§ 29.2351 Elements of quality and de-
grees of each element. 

Tobacco attributes or characteristics 
which constitute quality are des-
ignated as elements of quality. The 
range within each element is expressed 
by words or terms designated as de-
grees. These degrees are arranged to 
show their relative value and are used 
in determining the quality of tobacco. 
The actual value of each degree varies 
with group. 

Elements Degrees 

Body .............. Thin ............. Medium ....... Heavy. 
Maturity ......... Immature ..... Mature ......... Ripe. 
Leaf structure Close ........... Firm ............. Open. 
Oil ................. Lean ............ Oily .............. Rich. 
Elasticity ........ Inelastic ....... Semielastic .. Elastic. 
Strength ........ Weak ........... Normal ......... Strong. 
Finish ............ Dull .............. Clear ............ Bright. 
Color Intensity Pale ............. Moderate ..... Deep. 
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Elements Degrees 

Width ............. Narrow ......... Normal ......... Spready 
Broad. 

Uniformity. Expressed in percentages. 
Injury tolerance. Expressed in percentages. 

SIZES 

§ 29.2371 Standard sizes. 1 

Inches Size 

12–20 ........................................................................... 1 
20–28 ........................................................................... 2 
Over 28 ........................................................................ 3 

1 The application of sizes is governed by the major portion 
of the lot or package. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

RULES 

§ 29.2391 Rules. 
The application of these official 

standard grades shall be in accordance 
with the following rules. 

§ 29.2392 Rule 1. 
Each grade shall be treated as a sub-

division of a particular type. When the 
grade is stated in an inspection certifi-
cate, the type also shall be stated. 

§ 29.2393 Rule 2. 
The determination of a grade shall be 

based upon a thorough examination of 
a lot of tobacco or of an official sample 
of the lot. 

§ 29.2394 Rule 3. 
In drawing an official sample from a 

hogshead or other package of tobacco, 
two or more breaks shall be made at 
such points and in such manner as the 
inspector or sampler may find nec-
essary to determine the kinds of to-
bacco and the percentage of each kind 
contained in the lot. All breaks shall 
be made so that the tobacco contained 
in the center of the package is visible 
to the sampler. Tobacco shall be drawn 
from at least two breaks from which a 
representative sample shall be se-
lected. 

§ 29.2395 Rule 4. 
All standard grades must be clean. 

§ 29.2396 Rule 5. 
The grade assigned to any lot of to-

bacco shall be a true representation of 

the tobacco at the time of inspection 
and certification. If, at any time, it is 
found that a lot of tobacco does not 
comply with the specifications of the 
grade previously assigned it shall not 
thereafter be represented as such 
grade. 

§ 29.2397 Rule 6. 
A lot of tobacco on the marginal line 

between two colors shall be placed in 
the color with which it best cor-
responds with respect to body or other 
associated elements of quality. 

§ 29.2398 Rule 7. 
Any lot of tobacco which meets the 

specifications of two grades shall be 
placed in the higher grade. Any lot of 
tobacco on the marginal line between 
two grades shall be placed in the lower 
grade. 

§ 29.2399 Rule 8. 
A lot of tobacco meets the specifica-

tions of a grade when it is not lower in 
any degree of any element of quality 
than the minimum specifications of 
such grade. 

§ 29.2400 Rule 9. 
In determining the grade of a lot of 

tobacco, the lot as a whole shall be 
considered. Minor irregularities which 
do not affect over 1 percent of the to-
bacco shall be overlooked. 

§ 29.2401 Rule 10. 
Any special factor symbol approved 

by the Director of the Tobacco Divi-
sion, Agricultural Marketing Service, 
may be used after a grademark to show 
a peculiar side or characteristic of the 
tobacco which tends to modify the 
grade. 

§ 29.2402 Rule 11. 
Interpretations, the use of specifica-

tions, and the meaning of terms shall 
be in accordance with determinations 
or clarifications made by the Chief of 
the Standards and Testing Branch and 
approved by the Director. 

§ 29.2403 Rule 12. 
The use of any grade may be re-

stricted by the Director during any 
marketing season, when it is found 
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that the grade is not needed or appears 
in insufficient volume to justify its 
use. 

§ 29.2404 Rule 13. 

Length shall be stated in connection 
with each grade of the A, B and C 
groups and may be stated in connec-
tion with the grades of other groups. 
The standard tobacco sizes shall be 
used. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2405 Rule 14. 

The standard tobacco size 2 shall be 
used to designate X group tobacco of M 
or G color when such tobacco is 20 
inches or over in length. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2406 Rule 15. 

Uniformity shall be expressed in per-
centages. These percentages shall gov-
ern the portion of a lot which must 
meet each specification of the grade. 
The minor portion must be closely re-
lated but may be of a different group, 
quality, and color from the major por-
tion. Specified percentages of uni-
formity shall not affect limitations es-
tablished by other rules. 

§ 29.2407 Rule 16. 

Injury tolerance shall be expressed in 
percentages. The appraisal of injury 
shall be based upon the percentage of 
affected leaf surface or the degree of 
injury. In appraising injury, consider-
ation shall be given to the normal 
characteristics of the group. 

§ 29.2408 Rule 17. 

Any lot of tobacco of the B, C, or X 
groups containing over 30 percent of 
mixed color or variegated leaves or 
over 30 percent of mixed color and var-
iegated leaves combined shall be classi-
fied as ‘‘mixed’’ and designated by the 
color symbol ‘‘M.’’ 

§ 29.2409 Rule 18. 

Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-
cent or more of green leaves or any lot 
which is not crude but contains 20 per-
cent or more of green and crude com-

bined shall be designated by the color 
symbols ‘‘G’’, ‘‘GL’’, or ‘‘GD’’. 

[45 FR 47115, July 14, 1980] 

§ 29.2410 Rule 19. 

Crude leaves shall not be included in 
any grade of any color except green, 
light green, or dark green. Any lot con-
taining 20 percent or more of crude 
leaves shall be designated nondescript. 

[45 FR 47115, July 14, 1980] 

§ 29.2411 Rule 20. 

Tobacco damaged under 20 percent 
but which otherwise meets the speci-
fications of a grade shall be treated as 
a subgrade by placing the special factor 
‘‘U’’ after the grademark. Tobacco 
damaged 20 percent or more shall be 
designated ‘‘No-G.’’ 

§ 29.2412 Rule 21. 

Sound tobacco that is wet or in 
doubtful-keeping order but which oth-
erwise meets the specifications of a 
grade shall be treated as a subgrade by 
placing the special factor ‘‘W’’ after 
the grademark. This special factor does 
not apply to tobacco designated ‘‘No- 
G.’’ 

§ 29.2413 Rule 22. 

Tobacco shall be designated No 
Grade, using the grademark ‘‘No-G,’’ 
when it is classified as dirty, nested, 
offtype, semicured, premature 
primings, damaged 20 percent or more, 
extremely wet or watered or when it 
needs to be reworked, contains foreign 
matter, or has an odor foreign to type. 

§ 29.2414 Rule 23. 

Tobacco that is semifired but which 
otherwise meets the specifications of a 
grade shall be treated as a subgrade by 
placing the special factor ‘‘SF’’ after 
the grademark. This factor does not 
apply to tobacco designated ‘‘No-G’’. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

GRADES 

§ 29.2436 Wrappers (A Group). 

This group consists of leaves usually 
grown at or above the center portion of 
the stalk. Cured leaves of the A group 
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show a low percentage of injury affect-
ing wrapper yield. Wrappers are high in 
oil, very elastic, and have a smooth 
leaf surface. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

A1F ............. Choice Medium-brown Wrappers. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, rich in oil, elastic, 

strong, bright finish, deep color intensity, 
broad, 95 percent uniform, and 5 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

A2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Wrappers. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, rich in oil, elastic, 

strong, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
spready, 90 percent uniform, and 10 percent 
injury tolerance. 

A1D ............ Choice Dark-brown Wrappers. 
Heavy, ripe, firm, rich in oil, elastic, 

strong, bright finish, deep color intensity, 
broad, 95 percent uniform, and 5 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

A2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Wrappers. 
Heavy, ripe, firm, rich in oil, elastic, 

strong, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
spready, 90 percent uniform, and 10 percent 
injury tolerance. 

§ 29.2437 Heavy Leaf (B Group). 
This group consists of leaves usually 

grown at or above the center portion of 
the stalk. These leaves have a pointed 
tip, tend to fold, are heavier in body 
than those of the X or C groups, and 
show no ground injury. Choice- and 
fine-quality leaves of this group have a 
distinctive, smooth leaf surface. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

B1F ............. Choice Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, oily, semi-elastic, 

strong, bright finish, deep color intensity, 
broad, 95 percent uniform, and 5 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

B2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, oily, semi-elastic, 

strong, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
spready, 90 percent uniform, and 10 percent 
injury tolerance. 

B3F ............. Good Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, firm, oily, 

semielastic, normal strength, clear finish, 
moderate color intensity, normal width, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B4F ............. Fair Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, close, lean in oil, 

inelastic, weak, dull-finish, pale color inten-
sity, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

B5F ............. Low Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, close, lean in oil, 

inelastic, weak, dull finish, pale color inten-
sity, narrow, 60 percent uniform, and 40 
percent injury tolerance. 

B1D ............ Choice Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Heavy, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, strong, 

bright finish, deep color intensity, spready, 
95 percent uniform, and 5 percent injury tol-
erance. 

B2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

Heavy, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, strong, 
clear finish, deep color intensity, spready, 
90 percent uniform, and 10 percent injury 
tolerance. 

B3D ............ Good Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Heavy, mature, firm, oily, semi-elastic, 

normal strength, clear finish, moderate color 
intensity, normal width, 80 percent uniform, 
and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

B4D ............ Fair Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Heavy, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

B5D ............ Low Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Heavy, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

B3M ............ Good Mixed Color Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, firm, oily, 

semielastic, normal strength and width, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B4M ............ Fair Mixed Color Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, narrow, 70 per-
cent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B5M ............ Low Mixed Color Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, narrow, 60 per-
cent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B3G ............ Good Green Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, firm, oily, 

semielastic, normal strength, clear finish, 
normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

B4G ............ Fair Green Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

B5G ............ Low Green Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

§ 29.2438 Thin Leaf (C Group). 

This group consists of leaves usually 
grown at the center portion of the 
stalk. These leaves normally have a 
rounded tip, are thinner in body than 
those of the B group, and show little or 
no ground injury. Choice- and fine- 
quality tobacco of this group has a dis-
tinctive, smooth leaf surface. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

C1L ............. Choice Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 

oily, semielastic, strong, bright finish, deep 
color intensity, broad, 95 percent uniform, 
and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

Fine Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
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U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 
oily, semielastic, strong, clear finish, deep 
color intensity, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

Good Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 

oily, semielastic, normal strength, clear fin-
ish, moderate color intensity, normal width, 
80 percent uniform, and 20 percent injury 
tolerance. 

C4L ............. Fair Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, 

close, lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, 
pale color intensity, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

Low Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, 

close, lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, 
pale color intensity, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

Choice Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 

oily, semielastic, strong, bright finish, deep 
color intensity, broad, 95 percent uniform, 
and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

C2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 

oily, semielastic, strong, clear finish, deep 
color intensity, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

C3F ............. Good Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 

oily, semielastic, normal strength, clear fin-
ish, moderate color intensity, normal width, 
80 percent uniform, and 20 percent injury 
tolerance. 

C4F ............. Fair Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, 

close, lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, 
pale color intensity, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C5F ............. Low Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, 

close, lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, 
pale color intensity, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 

oily, semielastic, strong, clear finish, deep 
color intensity, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

C3D ............ Good Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, firm, 

lean in oil, inelastic, normal strength, clear 
finish, moderate color intensity, normal 
width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

C4D ............ Fair Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, 

close, lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, 
pale color intensity, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C5D ............ Low Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature to ripe, 

close, lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, 
pale color intensity, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C3M ............ Good Mixed Color Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature, firm, oily, 

semielastic, normal strength and width, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

C4M ............ Fair Mixed Color Thin Leaf. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

Thin to medium body, mature, close, lean 
in oil, inelastic, weak, narrow, 70 percent 
uniform, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C5M ............ Low Mixed Color Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, narrow, 60 per-
cent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

C3G ............ Good Green Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, mature, firm, oily, 

semielastic, normal strength, clear finish, 
normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

C4G ............ Fair Green Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

C5G ............ Low Green Thin Leaf. 
Thin to medium body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

§ 29.2439 Lugs (X Group). 

This group consists of leaves that 
normally grow near the bottom of the 
stalk. These leaves usually have a 
blunt tip, tend to roll, and show ground 
injury. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

X1L ............. Choice Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, ripe, firm to open, 

oily, normal strength, clear finish, moderate 
color intensity, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

X2L ............. Fine Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, ripe, firm to open, 

oily, normal strength, clear finish, moderate 
color intensity, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

X3L ............. Good Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, ripe, open, lean in 

oil, normal strength, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, 80 percent uniform, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

X4L ............. Fair Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature open, lean 

in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
70 percent uniform, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X5L ............. Low Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, open, lean 

in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
60 percent uniform, and 40 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X1F ............. Choice Medium-brown Lugs. 
Medium body, ripe, firm to open, oily, nor-

mal strength, clear finish, moderate color in-
tensity, 95 percent uniform, and 5 percent 
injury tolerance. 

X2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Lugs. 
Medium body, ripe, firm to open, oily, nor-

mal strength, clear finish, moderate color in-
tensity, 90 percent uniform, and 10 percent 
injury tolerance. 

X3F ............. Good Medium-brown Lugs. 
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U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

Medium body, ripe, open, lean in oil, nor-
mal strength, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
80 percent uniform, and 20 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X4F ............. Fair Medium-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, open, lean 

in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
70 percent uniform, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X5F ............. Low Medium-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, open, lean 

in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
60 percent uniform, and 40 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X1D ............ Choice Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm to open, 

oily, normal strength, clear finish, moderate 
color intensity, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

X2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm to open, 

oily, normal strength, clear finish, moderate 
color intensity, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

X3D ............ Good Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, open, lean in 

oil, normal strength, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, 80 percent uniform, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

X4D ............ Fair Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, open, 

lean in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color inten-
sity, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

X5D ............ Low Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, open, 

lean in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color inten-
sity, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

X3M ............ Good Mixed Color Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, open, 

lean in oil, normal strength, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4M ............ Fair Mixed Color Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, open, lean 

in oil, weak, 70 percent uniform, and 30 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

X5M ............ Low Mixed Color Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, open, lean 

in oil, weak, 60 percent uniform, and 40 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

X3G ............ Good Green Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, firm, lean 

in oil, normal strength, dull finish, 80 percent 
uniform, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4G ............ Fair Green Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, weak, dull finish, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

X5G ............ Low Green Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, weak, dull finish, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

§ 29.2440 (N Group). 
Extremely common tobacco which 

does not meet the minimum specifica-
tions or which exceeds the tolerance of 
the lowest grade of any other group ex-
cept scrap. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

N1L ............. First quality light colored nondescript, thin to 
medium body and 50 percent injury toler-
ance. 

N1D ............ First quality dark colored nondescript, medium 
to heavy body and 50 percent injury toler-
ance. 

N1GL .......... First quality light colored crude green non-
descript, thin to medium body and 50 per-
cent crude leaves or injury tolerance. 

N1GD ......... First quality dark colored crude green non-
descript, medium to heavy body and 50 per-
cent crude leaves or injury tolerance. 

N2 ............... Substandard Nondescript—Nondescript of any 
group or color, over 50 percent crude leaves 
or injury tolerance. 

[45 FR 47115, July 14, 1980] 

§ 29.2441 Scrap (S Group). 

A byproduct of unstemmed and 
stemmed tobacco. Scrap accumulates 
from handling tobacco in farm build-
ings, warehouses, packing and condi-
tioning plants, and stemmeries. 

U.S. grade Grade name and specifications 

S ................. Scrap. Tangled, whole, or broken unstemmed 
leaves, or the web portions of tobacco 
leaves reduced to scrap by any process. 

SUMMARY OF STANDARD GRADES 

§ 29.2461 Summary of standard grades. 
4 Grades of wrappers 

A1F A2F A1D A2D 

20 Grades of thin leaf 

C1L C1F 
C2L C2F C2D 
C3L C3F C3D C3M C3G 
C4L C4F C4D C4M C4G 
C5L C5F C5D C5M C5G 

5 Grades of nondescript 

N1L N1D N1GL N1GD 
N2 

16 Grades of heavy leaf 

B1F B1D 
B2F B2D 
B3F B3D B3M B3G 
B4F B4D B4M B4G 
B5F B5D B5M B5G 

21 Grades of lugs 

X1L X1F X1D 
X2L X2F X2D 
X3L X3F X3D X3M X3G 
X4L X4F X4D X4M X4G 
X5L X5F X5D X5M X5G 

1 Grade of scrap 
S 

Special factors ‘‘U’’, ‘‘W’’ and ‘‘SF’’ 
may be applied to all grades. Tobacco 
not covered by the standard grades is 
designated ‘‘No-G.’’ 
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Standard sizes applicable. 
A1, A2 ...................................................................... 2, 3 
B1 ............................................................................. 2, 3 
B2, B3, B4, B5 ......................................................... 1, 2, 3 
C1 ............................................................................ 2, 3 
C2, C3, C4, C5 ........................................................ 1, 2, 3 
X3, X4, X5, M and G 1 ............................................. 2 

1 No size is applied to these grades if tobacco is under size 
2. 

[45 FR 44293, July 1, 1980, as amended at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

KEY TO STANDARD GRADEMARKS 

§ 29.2481 Key to standard grademarks. 

Groups 

A—Wrappers. 
B—Heavy Leaf. 
C—Thin Leaf. 
X—Lugs. 
N—Nondescript. 
S—Scrap. 

Qualities 

1—Choice. 
2—Fine. 
3—Good. 
4—Fair. 
5—Low. 

Colors 

L—Light brown. 
F—Medium brown. 
D—Dark brown. 
M—Mixed or variegated. 
G—Green. 
GL—Light green. 
GD—Dark green. 

[45 FR 44293, July 1, 1980] 

OFFICIAL STANDARD GRADES FOR KEN-
TUCKY AND TENNESSEE FIRE-CURED 
AND FOREIGN-GROWN FIRE-CURED TO-
BACCO (U.S. TYPES 22, 23, AND FOR-
EIGN TYPE 96) 

SOURCE: Sections 29.2501 through 29.2696 ap-
pear at 37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 29.2501 Definitions. 
As used in these standards, the words 

and phrases hereinafter defined shall 
have the indicated meanings so as-
signed. 

§ 29.2502 Air-dried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco as customarily prepared for stor-

age under natural atmospheric condi-
tions. 

§ 29.2503 Body. 

The thickness and density of a leaf or 
the weight per unit of surface. (See 
chart, § 29.2601.) 

§ 29.2504 Brown colors. 

A group of colors ranging from a red-
dish brown to yellowish brown. These 
colors vary from low to medium satu-
ration and from very low to medium 
brilliance. As used in these standards, 
the range is expressed as light brown 
(L), medium brown (F), and dark brown 
(D). 

§ 29.2505 Class. 

A major division of tobacco based on 
method of cure or principal usage. 

§ 29.2506 Clean. 

Tobacco is described as clean when it 
contains only a normal amount of sand 
or soil particles. Leaves grown on the 
lower portion of the stalk normally 
contain more dirt or sand than those 
from higher stalk positions. (See Rule 
4, § 29.2620.) 

§ 29.2507 Color. 

The third factor of a grade based on 
the relative hues, saturation or 
chroma, and color values common to 
the type. 

§ 29.2508 Color intensity. 

The varying degree of saturation or 
chroma. Color intensity as applied to 
tobacco describes the strength or 
weakness of a specific color or hue. It 
is applicable to brown colors. (See 
chart, § 29.2601.) 

§ 29.2509 Color symbols. 

As applied to these types, color sym-
bols are L—light brown, F—medium 
brown, D—dark brown, M—mixed or 
variegated VF—greenish medium 
brown, and G—green. 

§ 29.2510 Condition. 

The state of tobacco which results 
from the method of preparation or 
from the degree of fermentation. Words 
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used to describe the condition of to-
bacco are undried, air-dried, steam- 
dried, sweating, sweated, and aged. 

§ 29.2511 Crude. 
A subdegree of maturity. Crude 

leaves are usually hard and slick as a 
result of extreme immaturity. A simi-
lar condition may result from firekill, 
sunburn, or sunscald. Any leaf which is 
crude to the extent of 20 percent or 
more of its surface may be described as 
crude. (See Rule 19, § 29.2635.) 

§ 29.2512 Cured. 
Tobacco dried of its sap by either 

natural or artificial processes. 

§ 29.2513 Damage. 
The effect of mold, must, rot, black 

rot, or other fungus or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. Tobacco having the odor of mold, 
must, or rot is considered damaged. 
(See Rule 20, § 29.2636.) 

§ 29.2514 Dirty. 
The state of tobacco containing an 

abnormal amount of dirt or sand, or to-
bacco to which additional quantities of 
dirt or sand have been added. (See Rule 
22, § 29.2638.) 

§ 29.2515 Elasticity. 
The flexible, springy nature of the to-

bacco leaf to recover approximately its 
original size and shape after it has been 
stretched. (See chart, § 29.2601.) 

§ 29.2516 Elements of quality. 
Physical characteristics used to de-

termine the quality of tobacco. Words 
selected to describe degrees within 
each element are shown in the chart in 
§ 29.2601. 

§ 29.2517 Fiber. 
The term applied to the veins in a to-

bacco leaf. The large central vein is 
called the midrib or stem. The smaller 
lateral and cross veins are considered 
from the standpoint of size and color. 

§ 29.2518 Finish. 
The reflectance factor in color per-

ception. Finish indicates the sheen or 
shine of the surface of a tobacco leaf. 
(See chart, § 29.2601.) 

§ 29.2519 Fire-cured. 

Tobacco cured under artificial at-
mospheric conditions by the use of 
open fires from which the smoke and 
fumes of burning wood are partly ab-
sorbed by the tobacco. 

§ 29.2520 Foreign matter. 

Any extraneous substance or mate-
rial such as stalks, suckers, straw, 
strings, rubber bands, and abnormal 
amounts of dirt or sand. (See Rule 22, 
§ 29.2638.) 

§ 29.2521 Form. 

The stage of preparation of tobacco 
such as unstemmed or stemmed. 

§ 29.2522 Grade. 

A subdivision of a type according to 
group, quality, and color. 

§ 29.2523 Grademark. 

A grademark normally consists of 
three symbols which indicate group, 
quality, and color. A letter is used to 
indicate group, a number to indicate 
quality, and a letter or letters to indi-
cate color. For example, B3D means 
Heavy Leaf, good quality, and dark- 
brown color. 

§ 29.2524 Green (G). 

A term applied to green-colored to-
bacco. Any leaf which has a green color 
affecting 20 percent or more of its sur-
face may be described as green. (See 
Rule 18, § 29.2634.) 

§ 29.2525 Greenish. 

A term applied to greenish-tinged to-
bacco. Any leaf which has a greenish 
tinge or a pale green color affecting 20 
percent or more of its surface may be 
described as greenish. (See Rule 17, 
§ 29.2633.) 

§ 29.2526 Group. 

A division of a type covering closely 
related grades based on certain charac-
teristics which are usually related to 
stalk position, body, or the general 
quality of the tobacco. Groups in these 
types are Wrappers (A), Heavy Leaf (B), 
Thin Leaf (C), Lugs (X), Nondescript 
(N), and Scrap (S). 
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§ 29.2527 Injury. 
Hurt or impairment from any cause 

except the fungous or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. (See Rule 15, § 29.2631.) 

§ 29.2528 Leaf. 
Whole, unstemmed leaf. Leaf, when 

applied to tobacco in strip form, shall 
describe the divided unit of a whole 
leaf. 

[49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2529 Leaf scrap. 
A byproduct of unstemmed tobacco. 

Leaf scrap results from handling 
unstemmed tobacco and consists of 
loose and tangled whole or broken 
leaves. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2530 Leaf structure. 
The cell development of a leaf as in-

dicated by its porosity. (See chart, 
§ 29.2601.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2531 Length. 
The linear measurement of cured to-

bacco leaves from the butt of the mid-
rib to the extreme tip. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2532 Lot. 
A pile, basket, bulk, or more than 

one bale, case, hogshead, tierce, pack-
age, or other definite package unit. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2533 Maturity. 
The degree of ripeness. (See chart, 

§ 29.2601.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2534 Mixed color or variegated 
(M). 

Distinctly different colors of the type 
mingled together, or any leaf of which 
20 percent or more of its surface is off 
brown, grayish, mottled, or bleached 
and does not blend with the normal 

colors of the type or group. (See Rule 
16, § 29.2632.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2535 Nested. 

Any lots of Types 22 and 23 tobacco 
which has been loaded, packed, or ar-
ranged to conceal foreign matter or to-
bacco of inferior grade, quality, or con-
dition. (See Rule 22, § 29.2638.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2536 No grade. 

A designation applied to a lot of to-
bacco classified as nested, offtype, re-
work, or semicured; tobacco that is 
damaged 20 percent or more, abnor-
mally dirty, extremely wet or watered, 
contains foreign matter, or has an odor 
foreign to the type. (See Rule 22, 
§ 29.2638.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2537 Offtype. 

Tobacco of distinctly different char-
acteristics which cannot be classified 
as Fire-cured, U.S. Types 22, 23, or For-
eign Type 96. (See Rule 22, § 29.2638.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2538 Oil. 

A soft, semifluid constituent of to-
bacco. (See chart, § 29.2601.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2539 Order (case). 

The state of tobacco with respect to 
its moisture content. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2540 Package. 

A hogshead, tierce, case, bale, or 
other securely enclosed parcel or bun-
dle. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 
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§ 29.2541 Packing. 

A lot of tobacco consisting of a num-
ber of packages submitted as one defi-
nite unit for sampling or inspection. It 
is represented to contain the same kind 
of tobacco and has a common identi-
fication number or mark on each pack-
age. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2542 Quality. 

A division of a group or the second 
factor of a grade based on the relative 
degree of one or more elements of qual-
ity. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2543 Raw. 

Freshly harvested tobacco or tobacco 
as it appears between the time of har-
vesting and the beginning of the curing 
process. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2544 Resweated. 

The condition of tobacco which has 
passed through a second fermentation 
under abnormally high temperatures or 
refermented with a relatively high per-
centage of moisture. Resweated in-
cludes tobacco which has been dipped 
or reconditioned after its first fer-
mentation and put through a forced or 
artificial sweat. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2545 Rework. 

Any lot of Types 22 and 23 tobacco 
which needs to be resorted or otherwise 
reworked to prepare it properly for 
market, including: (a) Tobacco which 
is so mixed that it cannot be classified 
properly in any grade of the type, be-
cause the lot contains a substantial 
quantity of two or more distinctly dif-
ferent grades which should be sepa-
rated by sorting; (b) tobacco which 
contains an abnormally large quantity 
of foreign matter or an unusual num-
ber of muddy or extremely dirty leaves 
which should be removed; and (c) to-
bacco not packed straight or otherwise 

not properly prepared for market. (See 
Rule 22, § 29.2638.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2546 Semicured. 

Tobacco in the process of being cured 
or which is partially but not thor-
oughly cured. (See Rule 22, § 29.2638.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2547 Semifired (SF). 

Tobacco that is partially or lightly 
smoked or has not received the amount 
of smoke that is characteristic of fire- 
cured tobacco. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2548 Side. 

A certain phase of quality, color, or 
length as contrasted with some other 
phase of quality, color, or length; or 
any peculiar characteristic of tobacco. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2549 Size. 

The length of tobacco leaves. Size 
does not apply to tobacco in strip form. 
(See chart, § 29.2606.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and fur-
ther redesignated at 51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2550 Sound. 

Free of damage. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2551 Special factor. 

A symbol or term authorized to be 
used with specified grades. Tobacco to 
which a special factor is applied may 
meet the general specifications but has 
a peculiar side or characteristic which 
tends to modify the grade. (See Rule 10, 
§ 29.2626.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 
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§ 29.2552 Steam-dried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age by means of a redrying machine or 
other steam-conditioning equipment. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2553 Stem. 
The midrib or large central vein of a 

tobacco leaf. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2554 Stemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including strips 

and strip scrap, from which the stems 
or midribs have been removed. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2555 Strength. 
The stress a tobacco leaf can bear 

without tearing. (See chart, § 29.2601.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2556 Strips. 
The sides of a tobacco leaf from 

which the stem has been removed or a 
lot of tobacco composed of strips. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2557 Subgrade. 
Any grade modified by a special fac-

tor symbol. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2558 Sweated. 
The condition of tobacco, which has 

passed through one or more fermenta-
tions natural to tobacco packed with a 
normal percentage of moisture. This 
condition is sometimes described as 
aged. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2559 Sweating. 

The condition of tobacco in the proc-
ess of fermentation. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2560 Tobacco. 

Tobacco as it appears between the 
time it is cured and stripped from the 
stalk, or primed and cured, and the 
time it enters into the different manu-
facturing processes. The acts of stem-
ming, threshing, sweating, and condi-
tioning are not regarded as manufac-
turing processes. Tobacco, as used in 
these standards, does not include man-
ufactured or semimanufactured prod-
ucts, stems, cutting, clippings, trim-
mings, siftings, or dust. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984, and fur-
ther redesignated 51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2561 Tobacco products. 

Manufactured tobacco, including 
cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco, 
chewing tobacco, and snuff. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2562 Type. 

A division of a class of tobacco hav-
ing certain common characteristics 
and closely related grades. Tobacco 
which has the same characteristics and 
corresponding qualities, colors, and 
lengths is classified as one type, re-
gardless of any factors of historical or 
geographical nature which cannot be 
determined by an examination of the 
tobacco. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2563 Type 22. 

That type of Fire-cured tobacco, 
known as Eastern District Fire-cured, 
produced principally in a section east 
of the Tennessee River in southern 
Kentucky and northern Tennessee. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 



118 

7 CFR Ch. I (1–1–12 Edition) § 29.2564 

§ 29.2564 Type 23. 
That type of Fire-cured tobacco, 

known as Western District Fire-cured 
or Dark-fired, produced principally in a 
section west of the Tennessee River in 
Kentucky and extending into Ten-
nessee. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2565 Type 96. 
That type of fire-cured tobacco 

known as Foreign-grown Fire-cured 
produced in countries other than the 
United States. 

[49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984. Redesignated at 51 
FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2566 Undried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco which has not been air-dried or 
steam-dried. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2567 Uniformity. 
An element of quality which de-

scribes the consistency of a lot of to-
bacco as it is prepared for market. Uni-
formity is expressed as a percentage in 
grade specifications. (See Rule 14, 
§ 29.2630.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2568 Unsound (U). 
Damaged under 20 percent. (See Rule 

20, § 29.2636.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2569 Unstemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including whole 

leaf and leaf scrap, from which the 
stems or midribs have not been re-
moved. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2570 Wet (W). 
Any sound tobacco containing exces-

sive moisture to the extent that it is in 

unsafe or doubtful-keeping order. Wet 
applies to any tobacco which is not 
damaged but which is likely to damage 
if treated in the customary manner. 
(See Rule 21, § 29.2637.) (For extremely 
wet or watered tobacco, see rule 22, 
§ 29.2638.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and 51 FR 40406, Nov. 
7, 1986] 

§ 29.2571 Width. 
The relative breadth of a tobacco leaf 

expressed in relation to its length. 
Width, as an element of quality, does 
not apply to tobacco in strip form. (See 
chart, § 29.2601.) 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984 and fur-
ther redesignated at 51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

ELEMENTS OF QUALITY 

§ 29.2601 Elements of quality and de-
grees of each element. 

Tobacco attributes or characteristics 
which constitute quality are des-
ignated as elements of quality. The 
range within each element is expressed 
by words or terms designated as de-
grees. These degrees are arranged to 
show their relative value and are used 
in determining the quality of tobacco. 
The actual value of each degree varies 
with group. 

Elements Degrees 

Body ............. Thin ............. Medium ........ Heavy. 
Maturity ........ Immature ..... Mature ......... Ripe. 
Leaf structure Close ........... Firm ............. Open. 
Oil ................. Lean ............ Oily .............. Rich. 
Elasticity ....... Inelastic ....... Semielastic .. Elastic. 
Strength ....... Weak ........... Normal ......... Strong. 
Finish ........... Dull .............. Clear ............ Bright. 
Color inten-

sity.
Pale ............. Moderate ..... Deep. 

Width ............ Narrow ......... Normal ......... Spready. 
Uniformity......Expressed in percentages. 
Injury tolerance...Expressed in percentages. 

SIZES 

§ 29.2606 Standard sizes. 1 

Inches Size 

12–20 ........................................................................... 1 
20–28 ........................................................................... 2 
Over 28 ........................................................................ 3 

1 The application of sizes is governed by the major portion 
of the lot or package. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 
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RULES 

§ 29.2616 Rules. 

The application of these official 
standard grades shall be in accordance 
with §§ 29.2617 through 29.2639. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2617 Rule 1. 

Each grade shall be treated as a sub-
division of a particular type. When the 
grade is stated in an inspection certifi-
cate, the type also shall be stated. 

§ 29.2618 Rule 2. 

The determination of a grade shall be 
based upon a thorough examination of 
a lot of tobacco or of an official sample 
of the lot. 

§ 29.2619 Rule 3. 

In drawing an official sample from a 
hogshead or other package of tobacco, 
two or more breaks shall be made at 
such points and in such manner as the 
inspector or sampler may find nec-
essary to determine the kinds of to-
bacco and the percentage of each kind 
contained in the lot. All breaks shall 
be made so that the tobacco contained 
in the center of the package is visible 
to the sampler. Tobacco shall be drawn 
from at least two breaks from which a 
representative sample shall be se-
lected. 

§ 29.2620 Rule 4. 

All standard grades must be clean. 

§ 29.2621 Rule 5. 

The grade assigned to any lot of to-
bacco shall be a true representation of 
the tobacco at the time of inspection 
and certification. If, at any time, it is 
found that a lot of tobacco does not 
comply with the specifications of the 
grade previously assigned it shall not 
thereafter be represented as such 
grade. 

§ 29.2622 Rule 6. 

A lot of tobacco on the marginal line 
between two colors shall be placed in 
the color with which it best cor-
responds with respect to body or other 
associated elements of quality. 

§ 29.2623 Rule 7. 
Any lot of tobacco which meets the 

specifications of two grades shall be 
placed in the higher grade. Any lot of 
tobacco on the marginal line between 
two grades shall be placed in the lower 
grade. 

§ 29.2624 Rule 8. 
A lot of tobacco meets the specifica-

tions of a grade when it is not lower in 
any degree of any element of quality 
than the minimum specifications of 
such grade. 

§ 29.2625 Rule 9. 
In determining the grade of a lot of 

tobacco, the lot as a whole shall be 
considered. Minor irregularities which 
do not affect over one percent of the 
tobacco shall be overlooked. 

§ 29.2626 Rule 10. 
Any special factor approved by the 

Director of the Tobacco Division, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, may be 
used to show a peculiar side or char-
acteristic of the tobacco which tends to 
modify the grade. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2627 Rule 11. 
Interpretations, the use of specifica-

tions, and the meaning of terms shall 
be in accordance with determinations 
or clarifications made by the Chief of 
the Standards and Testing Branch and 
approved by the Director. 

§ 29.2628 Rule 12. 
The use of any grade may be re-

stricted by the Director during any 
marketing season, when it is found 
that the grade is not needed or appears 
in insufficient volume to justify its 
use. 

§ 29.2629 Rule 13. 
Length shall be stated in connection 

with each grade of the A, B, and C 
groups, except strip grades, and may be 
stated in connection with the grades of 
other groups. The standard tobacco 
sizes shall be used. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 
1986] 
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§ 29.2630 Rule 14. 
Uniformity shall be expressed in per-

centages. These percentages shall gov-
ern the portion of a lot which must 
meet each specification of the grade. 
The minor portion must be closely re-
lated but may be of a different group, 
quality, and color from the major por-
tion. Specified percentages of uni-
formity shall not affect limitations es-
tablished by other rules. 

§ 29.2631 Rule 15. 
Injury tolerance shall be expressed in 

percentages. The appraisal of injury 
shall be based upon the percentage of 
affected leaf surface or the degree of 
injury. In appraising injury, consider-
ation shall be given to the normal 
characteristics of the group. 

§ 29.2632 Rule 16. 
Any lot of tobacco of the B, C, or X 

groups containing over 30 percent of 
mixed color or variegated leaves or 
over 30 percent of mixed color and var-
iegated leaves combined shall be classi-
fied as ‘‘mixed’’ and designated by the 
color symbol ‘‘M.’’ 

§ 29.2633 Rule 17. 
Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-

cent or more of greenish leaves or any 
lot which contains 20 percent of green-
ish and green leaves combined shall be 
designated by the color symbol ‘‘VF.’’ 

§ 29.2634 Rule 18. 
Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-

cent or more of green leaves or any lot 
which is not crude but contains 20 per-
cent or more of green and crude com-
bined shall be designated by the color 
symbol ‘‘G.’’ 

§ 29.2635 Rule 19. 
In the B, C, and X groups crude 

leaves shall be restricted to the fourth 
and fifth qualities of green grades. Any 
lot containing 20 percent or more of 
crude leaves shall be classified as Non-
descript. 

§ 29.2636 Rule 20. 
Tobacco damaged under 20 percent 

but which otherwise meets the speci-
fications of a grade shall be treated as 
a subgrade by placing the special factor 

‘‘U’’ after the grademark. Tobacco 
damaged 20 percent or more shall be 
designated ‘‘No-G.’’ 

§ 29.2637 Rule 21. 

Sound tobacco that is wet or in 
doubtful-keeping order but which oth-
erwise meets the specifications of a 
grade shall be treated as a subgrade by 
placing the special factor ‘‘W’’ after 
the grademark. This special factor does 
not apply to tobacco designated ‘‘No- 
G.’’ 

§ 29.2638 Rule 22. 

Tobacco shall be designated No 
Grade, using the grademark ‘‘No-G,’’ 
when it is dirty, nested, offtype, 
semicured, damaged 20 percent or 
more, extremely wet or watered, or 
when it needs to be reworked, contains 
foreign matter, or has an odor foreign 
to type. 

§ 29.2639 Rule 23. 

Tobacco in strip form which other-
wise meets the specifications of a grade 
shall be treated as a subgrade by plac-
ing the special factor ‘‘S’’ preceding 
the grademark. 

[49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2640 Rule 24. 

Tobacco that is semifired but which 
otherwise meets the specifications of a 
grade shall be treated as a subgrade by 
placing the special factor ‘‘SF’’ after 
the grademark. This factor does not 
apply to tobacco designated ‘‘No-G’’. 

[51 FR 40406, Nov. 7, 1986] 

GRADES 

§ 29.2661 Wrappers (A Group). 

This group consists of leaves usually 
grown at or above the center portion of 
the stalk. Cured leaves of this group 
are elastic and show a low percentage 
of injury affecting wrapper yield. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

A1F ............. Choice Medium-brown Wrappers. 
Thin to medium body, ripe, firm, rich in oil, 

elastic, strong, bright finish, deep color in-
tensity, spready, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent of leaves not lower than B1 or C1. 

A2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Wrappers. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

Thin to medium body, ripe, firm, rich in oil, 
elastic, strong, bright finish, deep color in-
tensity, spready, 75 percent uniform, and 25 
percent of leaves not lower than B2 or C2. 

A3F ............. Good Medium-brown Wrappers. 
Thin to medium body, ripe, firm oily, elas-

tic, strong, clear finish, moderate color inten-
sity, spready, 60 percent uniform, and 40 
percent of leaves not lower than B3 or C3. 

A1D ............ Choice Dark-brown Wrappers. 
Thin to heavy body, ripe, firm, rich in oil, 

elastic, strong, bright finish, deep color in-
tensity, spready, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent of leaves not lower than B1 or C1. 

A2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Wrappers. 
Thin to heavy body, ripe, firm, rich in oil, 

elastic, strong, bright finish, deep color in-
tensity, spready, 75 percent uniform, and 25 
percent of leaves not lower than B2 or C2. 

A3D ............ Good Dark-brown Wrappers. 
Thin to heavy body, ripe, firm, oily, elastic, 

strong, clear finish, moderate color intensity, 
spready, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent 
of leaves not lower than B3 or C3. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2662 Heavy Leaf (B Group). 

This group consists of leaves which 
are medium to heavy in body. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

B1F ............. Choice Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, oily, elastic, 

strong, bright finish, deep color intensity, 
normal width, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

B2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, oily, elastic, 

strong, clear finish, deep color intensity, nor-
mal width, 90 percent uniform, and 10 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

B3F ............. Good Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, 

normal strength, clear finish, moderate color 
intensity, normal width, 80 percent uniform, 
and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

B4F ............. Fair Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, close, lean in oil, 

inelastic, weak, dull finish, pale color inten-
sity, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

B5F ............. Low Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, close, lean in oil, 

inelastic, weak, dull finish, pale color inten-
sity, narrow, 60 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

B1D ............ Choice Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm, oily, 

elastic, strong, bright finish, deep color in-
tensity, normal width, 95 percent uniform 
and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

B2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm, oily, 

elastic, strong, clear finish, deep color inten-
sity, normal width, 90 percent uniform, and 
10 percent injury tolerance. 

B3D ............ Good Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm, oily, 
semielastic, normal strength, clear finish, 
moderate color intensity, normal width, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B4D ............ Fair Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, pale 
color intensity, narrow, 70 percent uniform, 
and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

B5D ............ Low Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, pale 
color intensity, narrow, 60 percent uniform, 
and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

B3M ............ Good Mixed Color or Variegated Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm, oily, 

semielastic, normal strength, clear finish, 
normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

B4M ............ Fair Mixed Color or Variegated Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

B5M ............ Low Mixed Color or Variegated Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

B3VF .......... Good Greenish Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, firm, oily, 

semielastic, normal strength, clear finish, 
normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

B4VF .......... Fair Greenish Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, close, lean in oil, 

inelastic, weak, dull finish, narrow, 70 per-
cent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B5VF .......... Low Greenish Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, close, lean in oil, 

inelastic, weak, dull finish, narrow, 60 per-
cent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B3G ............ Good Green Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, firm, oily, 

semi- elastic, normal strength, clear finish, 
normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

B4G ............ Fair Green Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

B5G ............ Low Green Heavy Leaf. 
Medium to heavy body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, inelastic, weak, dull finish, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972; 37 FR 15501, Aug. 
3, 1972, as amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 
1984; 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.2663 Thin Leaf (C Group). 
This group consists of leaves that are 

thin in body. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

C1L ............. Choice Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

Thin, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, normal 
strength, bright finish, deep color intensity, 
normal width, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

C2L ............. Fine Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
normal width, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

C3L ............. Good Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, inelastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, moderate color inten-
sity, normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 
20 percent injury tolerance. 

C4L ............. Fair Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

C5L ............. Low Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

C1F ............. Choice Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, normal 

strength, bright finish, deep color intensity, 
normal width, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

C2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
normal width, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

C3F ............. Good Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, inelastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, moderate color inten-
sity, normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 
20 percent injury tolerance. 

C4F ............. Fair Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

C5F ............. Low Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

C1D ............ Choice Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, normal 

strength, bright finish, deep color intensity, 
normal width, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

C2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, semielastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
normal width, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

C3D ............ Good Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, inelastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, moderate color inten-
sity, normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 
20 percent injury tolerance. 

C4D ............ Fair Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

C5D ............ Low Dark-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, nar-
row, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

C3M ............ Good Mixed Color or Variegated Thin Leaf. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, inelastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, normal, width, 80 per-
cent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

C4M ............ Fair Mixed Color or Variegated Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C5M ............ Low Mixed Color or Variegated Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C3VF .......... Good Greenish Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, firm, oily, inelastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, normal width, 80 per-
cent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

C4VF .......... Fair Greenish Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C5VF .......... Low Greenish Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, close, lean in oil, inelastic, 

weak, dull finish, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C3G ............ Good Green Thin Leaf. 
Thin, mature, firm, oily, inelastic, normal 

strength, clear finish, normal width, 80 per-
cent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

C4G ............ Fair Green Thin Leaf. 
Thin, immature, close, lean in oil, inelas-

tic, weak, dull finish, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C5G ............ Low Green Thin Leaf. 
Thin, immature, close, lean in oil, inelas-

tic, weak, dull finish, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.2664 Lugs (X Group). 
This group consists of leaves that 

normally grow near the bottom of the 
stalk. Leaves of the X group usually 
have a high degree of maturity and 
show ground injury. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

X1L ............. Choice Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, normal strength, clear 

finish, moderate color intensity, 95 percent 
uniform, and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

X2L ............. Fine Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, normal strength, clear 

finish, moderate color intensity, 90 percent 
uniform, and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

X3L ............. Good Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin, ripe, firm, oily, normal dull finish, 

pale color intensity, 80 percent uniform, and 
20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4L ............. Fair Light-brown Lugs. 
Thin, mature, open, lean in oil, weak, dull 

finish, pale color intensity, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

X5L ............. Low Light-brown Lugs. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

Thin, mature, open, lean in oil, weak, dull 
finish, pale color intensity, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

X1F ............. Choice Medium-brown Lugs. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, oily, normal 

strength, clear finish, moderate color inten-
sity, 95 percent uniform, and 5 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

X2F ............. Fine Medium-brown Lugs. 
Medium body, ripe, firm, oily, normal 

strength, clear finish, moderate color inten-
sity, 90 percent uniform, and 10 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

X3F ............. Good Medium-brown Lugs. Medium body, 
ripe, firm, lean in oil, weak, dull finish, pale 
color intensity, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

X4F ............. Fair Medium-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, open, lean 

in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
70 percent uniform, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X5F ............. Low Medium-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, open, lean 

in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
60 percent uniform, and 40 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X1D ............ Choice Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm, oily, 

normal strength, clear finish, moderate color 
intensity, 95 percent uniform, and 5 percent 
injury tolerance. 

X2D ............ Fine Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm, oily, 

normal strength, clear finish, moderate color 
intensity, 90 percent uniform, and 10 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

X3D ............ Good Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, ripe, firm, lean in 

oil, weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X4D ............ Fair Dark-brown Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, open, 

lean in oil, weak, dull finish, pale color inten-
sity, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

X5D ............ Low Dark-brown Lugs. 
Thin to heavy, mature, open, lean in oil, 

weak, dull finish, pale color intensity, 60 per-
cent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X3M ............ Good Mixed Color or Variegated Lugs. 
Thin to heavy, ripe, firm, lean in oil, weak, 

dull finish, 80 percent uniform, and 20 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

X4M ............ Fair Mixed Color or Variegated Lugs. 
Thin to heavy, mature, close, lean in oil, 

weak, dull finish, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

X5M ............ Low Mixed Color or Variegated Lugs. 
Thin to heavy, mature, close, lean in oil, 

weak, dull finish, 60 percent uniform, and 40 
percent injury tolerance. 

X3VF .......... Good Greenish Medium-brown Lugs. 
Medium body, mature, firm, lean in oil, 

weak, dull finish, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

X4VF .......... Fair Greenish Medium-brown Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, mature, close, lean 

in oil, weak, dull finish, 70 percent uniform, 
and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

X5VF .......... Low Greenish Medium-brown Lugs. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

Thin to medium body, mature, close, lean 
in oil, weak, dull finish, 60 percent uniform, 
and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

X3G ............ Good Green Lugs. 
Medium to heavy body, mature, firm, 

weak, lean in oil, dull finish, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4G ............ Fair Green Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, weak, dull finish, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

X5G ............ Low Green Lugs. 
Thin to medium body, immature, close, 

lean in oil, weak, dull finish, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 
1986] 

§ 29.2665 Nondescript (N Group). 
Extremely common tobacco which 

does not meet the minimum specifica-
tions or which exceeds the tolerance of 
the lowest grade of any other group ex-
cept Scrap. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

N1L ............. First Quality Light Colored Nondescript. 
Thin to medium body and 60 percent in-

jury tolerance. 
N1D ............ First Quality Dark Colored Nondescript. 

Medium to heavy body and 60 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

N1GL .......... First Quality Crude Green Nondescript from 
the C or B Groups 60 percent crude leaves 
or injury tolerance. 

N1GX .......... First Quality Crude Green Nondescript from 
the X Group 60 percent crude leaves or in-
jury tolerance. 

N2 ............... Substandard Nondescript. 
Nondescript of any group or color; over 

60 percent crude leaves or injury tolerance. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 
1986] 

§ 29.2666 Scrap (S Group). 
A byproduct of unstemmed and 

stemmed tobacco. Scrap accumulates 
from handling tobacco in farm build-
ings, warehouses, packing and condi-
tioning plants, and stemmeries. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

S ................. Scrap. 
Tangled, whole, or broken unstemmed 

leaves, or the web portions of tobacco 
leaves reduced to scrap by any process. 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 
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SUMMARY OF STANDARD GRADES 

§ 29.2686 Summary of standard grades. 
6 Grades of Wrappers 

A1F A3F A2D A3D 
A2F A1D 

19 Grades of Heavy Leaf 

B1F B1D B3M B5VF 
B2F B2D B4M B3G 
B3F B3D B5M B4G 
B4F B4D B3VF B5G 
B5F B5D B4VF 

24 Grades of Thin Leaf 

C1L C2F C3D C3VF 
C2L C3F C4D C4VF 
C3L C4F C5D C5VF 
C4L C5F C3M C3G 
C5L C1D C4M C4G 
C1F C2D C5M C5G 

24 Grades of Lugs 

X1L X2F X3D X3VF 
X2L X3F X4D X4VF 
X3L X4F X5D X5VF 
X4L X5F X3M X3G 
X5L X1D X4M X4G 
X1F X2D X5M X5G 

5 Grades of Nondescript 

N1L N1D N1GL N1GX N2 

1 Grade of Scrap 

S 

Special factors ‘‘U’’, ‘‘W’’, ‘‘S’’ and ‘‘SF’’ 
may be applied to all grades. Tobacco not 
covered by the standard grades is designated 
‘‘No-G.’’ 

Standard Sizes Applicable 

A1, A2, A3 ............................................................... 2, 3 
B1, B2, B3, B4, B5 .................................................. 1, 2, 3 
C1, C2, C3, C4, C5 ................................................. 1, 2, 3 

[37 FR 13626, July 12, 1972, as amended at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 
1986] 

KEY TO STANDARD GRADEMARKS 

§ 29.2696 Key to standard grademarks. 

Groups 

A—Wrappers. 
B—Heavy Leaf. 
C—Thin Leaf. 
X—Lugs. 
N—Nondescript. 
S—Scrap. 

Qualities 

1—Choice. 
2—Fine. 
3—Good. 

4—Fair. 
5—Low. 

Colors 

L—Light brown. 
F—Medium brown. 
D—Dark brown. 
M—Mixed or variegates. 
VF—Greenish medium brown. 
G—Green. 

OFFICIAL STANDARD GRADES FOR BUR-
LEY TOBACCO (U.S. TYPE 31 AND FOR-
EIGN TYPE 93) 

SOURCE: Sections 29.3001 through 29.3182 ap-
pear at 24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, unless other-
wise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 29.3001 Definitions. 
As used in these standards, the words 

and phrases hereinafter defined shall 
have the indicated meanings so as-
signed. 

§ 29.3002 Air-cured. 
Tobacco cured under natural atmos-

pheric conditions. Artificial heat is 
sometimes used to control excess hu-
midity during the curing period to pre-
vent house-burn and barn-burn in damp 
weather. Air-cured tobacco should not 
carry the odor of smoke or fumes re-
sulting from the application of artifi-
cial heat. 

§ 29.3003 Air-dried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age under natural atmospheric condi-
tions. 

§ 29.3004 Body. 
The thickness and density of a leaf or 

the weight per unit of surface. (See 
Elements of quality.) 

§ 29.3005 Burley, Type 31. 
That type of air-cured tobacco, com-

monly known as Burley, produced prin-
cipally in Kentucky, Tennessee, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, 
West Virginia, and Missouri. 

§ 29.3006 Burley, Type 93. 
That type of air-cured tobacco com-

monly known as Foreign-grown Burley, 
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produced in countries other than the 
United States. 

[49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3007 Buff color (L). 

A light yellow slightly shaded toward 
red. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959; 24 FR 9121, Nov. 10, 
1959. Redesignated at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 
1984] 

§ 29.3008 Class. 

A major division of tobacco based on 
method of cure or principal usage. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3009 Clean. 

Tobacco is described as clean when it 
contains only a normal amount of sand 
or soil particles. Leaves grown on the 
lower portion of the stalk normally 
contain more dirt or sand than those 
from higher stalk positions. (See Rule 
20.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3010 Color. 

The third factor of a grade, based on 
the relative hues, saturations or 
chroma, and color values common to 
the type. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3011 Color intensity. 

The varying degree of saturation or 
chroma. Color intensity as applied to 
tobacco describes the strength or 
weakness of a specific color or hue. It 
is applicable to all colors except varie-
gated. Color intensity is reversed in its 
application to grades of greenish and 
green tobaccos and is omitted from 
these grade specifications. (See Ele-
ments of quality.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3012 Color symbols. 

As applied to Burley, single color 
symbols are as follows: L—buff, F—tan, 
R—red, D—dark red, K—variegated, 

M—mixed color, V—greenish, and G— 
green. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 35 FR 
10490, June 27, 1970. Redesignated at 49 FR 
16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3013 Combination color symbols. 

As applied to Burley, combination 
color symbols are as follows: FL— 
tannish buff, FR—tannish red, VF— 
greenish tan, VR—greenish red, GF— 
green tan, and GR—green red. (See 
rules 17 and 18.) 

[51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3014 Condition. 

The state of tobacco which results 
from the method of preparation or 
from the degree of fermentation. Words 
used to describe the condition of to-
bacco are as follows: Undried, air-dried, 
steam-dried, sweating, sweated, and 
aged. Burley is air-dried or steam-dried 
for storage and aging. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3015 Crude. 

A subdegree of maturity. Crude 
leaves are usually hard and slick as a 
result of extreme immaturity. A simi-
lar condition may result from sunburn 
or sunscald. Any leaf which is crude to 
the extent of 20 percent of its leaf sur-
face may be described as crude. (See 
Rule 19.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959; 24 FR 9121, Nov. 10, 
1959. Redesignated at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 
1984] 

§ 29.3016 Cured. 

Tobacco dried of its sap by either 
natural or artificial processes. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3017 Damage. 

The effect of mold, must, rot, black 
rot, or other fungous or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. Tobacco having the odor of mold, 
must, or rot is considered damaged. 
(See Rule 23.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 
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§ 29.3018 Dark red color (D). 
A dark reddish brown. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3019 Dirty. 
The state of tobacco containing an 

abnormal amount of dirt or sand, or to-
bacco to which additional quantities of 
dirt or sand have been added. (See Rule 
23.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3020 Elements of quality. 
Elements of quality and the degrees 

used in the specifications of the official 
standard grades of Burley, Types 31 and 
93, are shown in § 29.3101. Words have 
been selected to describe the degrees of 
each element. Some of the words are 
almost synonymous in their meaning, 
yet, they are sufficiently different to 
represent steps within the range of the 
elements of quality to which they are 
applied. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3021 Fiber. 
The term applied to the veins in a to-

bacco leaf. The large central vein is 
called the midrib or stem. The smaller 
lateral and cross veins are considered 
from the standpoint of size and color 
and in some types are treated as ele-
ments of quality. In Burley, fiber size 
and color are not of great importance, 
except where a fine distinction must be 
made between several lots of high qual-
ity or between sides of the same lot. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3022 Finish. 
The reflectance factor in color per-

ception. Finish indicates the sheen or 
shine of the surface of a tobacco leaf. 
Descriptive terms range from bright to 
dingy. (See Elements of quality.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3023 Foreign matter. 
Any extraneous substance or mate-

rial such as stalks, suckers, straw, 
strings, rubber bands, et cetera. Abnor-

mal amounts of dirt or sand also are 
included. (See Rule 23.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3024 Form. 
The stage of preparation of tobacco 

such as unstemmed or stemmed. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3025 General color. 
The color of tobacco considered in re-

lation to the type as a whole. General 
color is distinguished from the re-
stricted use of the term ‘‘color’’ within 
a group. It is basically related to body 
and other overall characteristics of the 
type. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3026 General quality. 
The quality of tobacco considered in 

relation to the type as a whole. Gen-
eral quality is distinguished from the 
restricted use of the term ‘‘quality’’ 
within a group. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3027 Grade. 
A subdivision of a type according to 

group, quality, and color. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3028 Grademark. 
A grademark normally consists of 

three symbols which indicate group, 
quality, and color. A letter is used to 
indicate group, a number to indicate 
quality, and a letter or letters to indi-
cate color. For example, C2F means 
Lugs, second quality, and tan color. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3029 Green (G). 
A color term applied to immature or 

crude tobacco. Any leaf which has a 
green color affecting 20 percent or 
more of its leaf surface may be de-
scribed as green. (See Rule 18.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 
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§ 29.3030 Greenish (V). 
A color term applied to greenish- 

tinged tobacco. Any leaf which has a 
greenish tinge or a pale green color af-
fecting 20 percent or more of its surface 
may be described as greenish. (See 
Rule 17.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3031 Group. 
A division of a type covering closely 

related grades based on certain charac-
teristics which are related to stalk po-
sition or the general quality of the to-
bacco. Groups in Burley, Types 31 and 
93, are as follows: Flyings (X), Lugs or 
Cutters (C), Leaf (B), Tips (T), Mixed 
(M), Nondescript (N), and Scrap (S). 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3032 Injury. 
Hurt or impairment from any cause 

except the fungous or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. (See definition of Damage.) In-
jury to tobacco may be caused by field 
diseases, insects, or weather condi-
tions; insecticides, fungicides, or cell 
growth inhibitors; nutritional defi-
ciencies or excesses; or improper fer-
tilizing, harvesting, curing, or han-
dling. Injured tobacco includes dead, 
burnt, hail-cut, torn, broken, frost-
bitten, sunburned, sunscalded, 
scorched, fire-killed, bulk-burnt, 
steam-burnt, barn-burnt, house-burnt, 
bleached, bruised, discolored, or de-
formed leaves; or tobacco affected by 
wildfire, rust, frog- eye, mosaic, root 
rot, wilt, black shank, or other dis-
eases. (See Elements of quality and 
Rule 14.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16757, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3033 Leaf. 
Whole, unstemmed leaf. Leaf, when 

applied to tobacco in strip form, shall 
describe the divided unit of a whole 
leaf. 

[49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3034 Leaf scrap. 
A by-product of unstemmed tobacco. 

Leaf scrap results from handling 

unstemmed tobacco and consists of 
loose and tangled whole or broken 
leaves. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3035 Leaf structure. 

The cell development of a leaf as in-
dicated by its porosity or solidity. (See 
Elements of quality.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3036 Leaf surface. 

The smoothness or roughness of the 
web or lamina of a tobacco leaf. Leaf 
surface is affected to some extent by 
the size and shrinkage of the veins or 
fibers. (See Elements of quality.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3037 Length. 

The linear measurement of cured to-
bacco leaves from the butt of the mid-
rib to the extreme tip. Length, as an 
element of quality, does not apply to 
tobacco in strip form. (See Elements of 
quality.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3038 Lot. 

A pile, basket, bulk, bale or bales, 
sheet, case hogshead, tierce, package, 
or other definite package unit. 

[48 FR 40366, Sept. 7, 1983. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3039 Maturity. 

The degree of ripeness. Tobacco is 
mature when it reaches its prime state 
of development. The extremes are ex-
pressed as immature and mellow. (See 
Elements of quality.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959; 24 FR 9121, Nov. 10, 
1959. Redesignated at 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984] 

§ 29.3040 Mixed color (M). 

Distinctly different colors of the type 
mingled together. (See Rule 16.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 
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§ 29.3041 Nested. 
Any lot of Type 31 tobacco which as 

has been loaded, packed or arranged to 
conceal foreign matter or tobacco of 
inferior grade, quality, or condition. 
Nested includes: 

(a) Any lot of tobacco which contains 
foreign matter, is damaged, injured, or 
tangled, or contains other inferior to-
bacco, any of which cannot be readily 
detected upon inspection because of the 
way the lot is packed or arranged; 

(b) Any lot of tobacco which consists 
of distinctly different grades, qualities 
or conditions and which is stacked or 
arranged with the same kinds together 
so that the tobacco in the lower por-
tions of the lot is distinctly inferior in 
grade, quality or condition from the to-
bacco in the top portion of the lot. 

[47 FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3042 No grade. 
A designation applied to a lot of to-

bacco which is classified as offtype, re-
work, semicured, damaged 20 percent 
or more, abnormally dirty, contains 
foreign matter, and/or having an odor 
foreign to the type. 

[47 FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3043 No-G-Nested. 
A designation applied to a lot of Type 

31 tobacco which is classified as nested. 

[47 FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3044 Offtype. 
Tobacco of distinctly different char-

acteristics which cannot be classified 
as Burley, Type 31 or 93. (See Rule 23.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51721, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16757, 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3045 Order (case). 
The state of tobacco with respect to 

its moisture content. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3046 Oriented. 
A term applied to Type 31 untied to-

bacco which denotes the arrangement 

of leaves in a straight and orderly man-
ner. Oriented includes: 

(a) Any lot of baled tobacco in which 
the leaves are packed parallel to the 
length of the bale with the butts to the 
outside and the tips of the leaves over-
lapping sufficiently to make a level, 
solid and uniform package; 

(b) Any lot of sheeted tobacco in 
which the leaves are arranged in a cir-
cular pattern with the butts to the out-
side. 

[48 FR 40366, Sept. 7, 1983. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3047 Package. 

A hogshead, tierce, case, bale, or 
other securely enclosed parcel or bun-
dle. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3048 Packing. 

A lot of tobacco consisting of a num-
ber of packages submitted as one defi-
nite unit for sampling or inspection. It 
is represented to contain the same kind 
of tobacco and has a common identi-
fication number or mark on each pack-
age. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3049 Pink or pinkish. 

A color term applied to pink or pink-
ish tobacco. Any leaf which has a pink 
or pinkish color affecting 20 percent or 
more of its leaf surface is considered as 
mixed color. (See Rule 16.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3050 Quality. 

A division of a group or the second 
factor of a grade, based on the relative 
degree of one or more elements of qual-
ity in tobacco. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 
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§ 29.3051 Raw. 
Freshly harvested tobacco or tobacco 

as it appears between the time of har-
vesting and the beginning of the curing 
process. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3052 Red color (R). 
A brownish red. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3053 Rework. 
Any lot of Type 31 tobacco which 

needs to be restored or otherwise rear-
ranged to prepare it properly for mar-
ket, including: 

(a) Tobacco which contains an abnor-
mally large quantity of foreign matter 
or an unusual number of muddy or ex-
tremely dirty leaves which should be 
removed; 

(b) Tobacco not properly tied in 
hands, not packed in bales approxi-
mately 1 × 2 × 3 feet, not oriented, not 
packed straight, bales not opened for 
inspection when chosen by a grader, or 
otherwise not properly prepared for 
market. 

[47 FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984; 60 FR 
7429, Feb. 8, 1995; 62 FR 60156, Nov. 7, 1997] 

§ 29.3054 Semicured. 
Tobacco in the process of being cured 

or which is partially but not thor-
oughly cured. Semicured includes to-
bacco which contains fat stems, wet 
butts, swell stems, frozen tobacco, and 
tobacco having frozen stems or stems 
that have not been thoroughly dried in 
the curing process. (See Rule 23.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3055 Side. 
A certain phase of quality, color, or 

length as contrasted with some other 
phase of quality, color, or length; or 
any peculiar characteristic of tobacco. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3056 Sound. 
Free of damage. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3057 Special factor. 
A symbol or term authorized to be 

used with specified grades. Tobacco to 
which a special factor is applied may 
meet the general specifications but has 
a peculiar side or characteristic which 
tends to modify the grade. (See Rule 9.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3058 Steam-dried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age by means of a redrying machine or 
other steam-conditioning equipment. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3059 Stem. 
The midrib or large central vein of a 

tobacco leaf. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3060 Stemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including strips 

and strip scrap, from which the stems 
or midribs have been removed. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3061 Strength (tensile). 
The stress a tobacco leaf can bear 

without tearing. Tensile strength is 
not an important element of quality in 
Burley tobacco. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3062 Strips. 
The sides of a tobacco leaf from 

which the stem has been removed; or a 
lot of tobacco composed of strips. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 
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§ 29.3063 Subgrade. 

Any grade modified by a special fac-
tor symbol. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3064 Sweated. 

The condition of tobacco which has 
passed through one or more fermenta-
tions natural to tobacco packed with a 
normal percentage of moisture. This 
condition is sometimes described as 
aged. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3065 Sweating. 

The condition of tobacco in the proc-
ess of fermentation. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3066 Tan color. 

A light red-yellow. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, and at 49 FR 16758, 
Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3067 Tannish-buff (FL). 

A light red-yellow shaded toward 
buff. 

[51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3068 Tannish-red color (FR). 

A light red shaded toward tan. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984 and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3069 Tobacco. 

Tobacco as it appears between the 
time it is cured and stripped from the 
stalk, or primed and cured, and the 
time it enters into the different manu-
facturing processes. The acts of stem-
ming, threshing and sweating, and con-
ditioning are not regarded as manufac-
turing processes. Tobacco, as used in 
these standards, does not include man-
ufactured or semimanufactured prod-

ucts, stems, cuttings, clippings, trim-
mings, siftings, or dust. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984, and fur-
ther redesignated at 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3070 Tobacco products. 
Manufactured tobacco, including 

cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco, 
chewing tobacco, and snuff, which is 
subject to Internal Revenue tax. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3071 Type. 
A division of a class of tobacco hav-

ing certain common characteristics 
and closely related grades. Tobacco 
which has the same characteristics and 
corresponding qualities, colors, and 
lengths is classified as one type, re-
gardless of any factors of historical or 
geographical nature which cannot be 
determined by an examination of the 
tobacco. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3072 Undried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco which has not been air-dried or 
steam-dried. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3073 Uniformity. 
An element of quality which de-

scribes the consistency of a lot of to-
bacco as it is prepared for market. Uni-
formity is expressed in grade specifica-
tions as a percentage. The percentage 
is applicable to group, quality, and 
color. (See Rule 13.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3074 Unsound (U). 
Damaged under 20 percent. (See Rule 

21.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 
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§ 29.3075 Unstemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including whole 

leaf and leaf scrap, from which the 
stems or midribs have not been re-
moved. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3076 Variegated (K). 
Any leaf of which 20 percent or more 

of its surface is yellow, grayish, mot-
tled, or bleached, and does not blend 
with the normal colors of the type or 
group and is generally characterized by 
a lower degree of leaf structure and 
maturity than tobacco of the cor-
responding group and quality. (See 
Rule 15.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3077 Wet (W). 
Any sound tobacco containing exces-

sive moisture to the extent that it is in 
an unsafe or doubtful-keeping order. 
Wet applies to any tobacco which is 
not damaged but which is likely to 
damage if treated in the customary 
manner. (See Rule 22.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 
1984, and 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3078 Width. 
The relative breadth of a tobacco leaf 

expressed in relation to its length. 
Width as an element of quality, does 
not apply to tobacco in strip form. (See 
Elements of quality.) 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959. Redesignated at 47 
FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984, and fur-
ther redesignated at 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

ELEMENTS OF QUALITY 

§ 29.3101 Elements of quality and de-
grees of each element. 

These standardized words or terms 
are used to describe tobacco quality 
and to assist in interpreting grade 
specifications. Tobacco attributes or 
characteristics which constitute qual-
ity are designated as elements of qual-
ity. The range within each element is 
expressed by the use of words or terms 

designated as degrees. These several 
degrees are arranged to show their rel-
ative value, but the actual value of 
each degree varies with type, group, 
and grade. In each case the first and 
last degrees represent the full range for 
the element, and the intermediate de-
grees show gradual steps between 
them. 

Elements De-
grees 

1 Body ....... Tissue-
y.

Thin ... Me-
dium.

Fleshy Heavy. 

2 Maturity .. Mellow Ripe ... Mature Under-
ripe.

Imma-
ture. 

3 Leaf 
structure 
(porosity 
and solid-
ity)..

Porous Open Firm ... Close Solid. 

4 Leaf sur-
face 
(smooth-
ness).

Smoot-
h.

Even .. Wavy Wrinkly Rough. 

5 Finish ..... Bright Clear .. Mod-
erate.

Dull .... Dingy. 

6 Color in-
tensity.

Deep .. Strong do Weak Pale. 

7 Width ...... Broad Sprea-
dy.

Normal Narrow Stringy. 

8 Length .... (1) ...... (1) ...... (1) ...... (1) ...... (1) 
9 Uniformity (2) ...... (2) ...... (2) ...... (2) ...... (2) 
10 Injury 

tolerance.
(2) ...... (2) ...... (2) ...... (2) ...... (2) 

1 Expressed in inches. 
2 Expressed in percentage. 

RULES 

§ 29.3103 Rules. 

The application of these official 
standard grades shall be in accordance 
with the following rules. 

§ 29.3104 Rule 1. 

Each grade shall be treated as a sub-
division of a particular type. When the 
grade is stated in an inspection certifi-
cate, the type also shall be stated. 

§ 29.3105 Rule 2. 

The determination of a grade shall be 
based upon a thorough examination of 
a lot of tobacco or of an official sample 
of the lot. 

§ 29.3106 Rule 3. 

In drawing an official sample from a 
hogshead or other package of tobacco, 
three or more breaks shall be made at 
such points and in such manner as the 
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inspector or sampler may find nec-
essary to determine the kinds of to-
bacco and the percentage of each kind 
contained in the lot. One break shall be 
made not more than six inches from 
the top of the package and one not 
more than six inches from the bottom. 
All breaks shall be made so that the to-
bacco contained in the center of the 
package is visible to the sampler. To-
bacco shall be drawn from at least 
three breaks from which a representa-
tive sample shall be selected. The sam-
ple shall include tobacco of each dif-
ferent group, quality, color, length, 
and kind found in the lot in proportion 
to the quantities of each contained in 
the lot. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 49 FR 
16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3107 Rule 4. 
The grade assigned to any lot of to-

bacco shall be a true representation of 
the tobacco at the time of inspection 
and certification. If, at any time, it is 
found that a lot of tobacco does not 
comply with the specifications of the 
grade previously assigned, it shall not 
thereafter be represented as such 
grade. 

§ 29.3108 Rule 5. 
A lot of tobacco on the marginal line 

between two colors shall be placed in 
the color with which it best cor-
responds with respect to body or other 
associated elements of quality. 

§ 29.3109 Rule 6. 
Any lot of tobacco which meets the 

specifications of two grades shall be 
placed in the higher grade. Any lot of 
tobacco on the marginal line between 
two grades shall be placed in the lower 
grade. 

§ 29.3110 Rule 7. 
A lot of tobacco meets the specifica-

tions of a grade when it is not lower in 
any degree of any element of quality 
than the minimum specifications of 
such grade. 

§ 29.3111 Rule 8. 
In determining the grade of a lot of 

tobacco, the lot as a whole shall be 
considered. Minor irregularities which 

do not affect over one percent of the 
tobacco shall be overlooked. 

§ 29.3112 Rule 9. 

Any special factor symbol, approved 
by the Director of the Tobacco Division 
of the Agricultural Marketing Service, 
may be used to show a peculiar side or 
characteristic of the tobacco which 
tends to modify the grade. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 49 FR 
16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3113 Rule 10. 

Interpretations, the use of specifica-
tions, and the meaning of terms shall 
be in accordance with determinations 
or clarifications made by the Chief of 
the Standards Branch and approved by 
the Director. 

§ 29.3114 Rule 11. 

The use of any grade may be re-
stricted by the Director during any 
marketing season, when it is found 
that the grade is not needed or appears 
in insufficient volume to justify its 
use. 

§ 29.3115 Rule 12. 
Any lot, except strip form, of Leaf (B 

Group) tobacco in which 20 percent or 
more of its leaves are under 16 inches 
in length shall be designated as Tips (T 
Group). 

[49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3116 Rule 13. 
Degrees of uniformity shall be ex-

pressed in terms of percentages. The 
percentages shall govern the portion of 
a lot which must meet the specifica-
tions of the grade. The minor portion 
must be closely related but may be of 
a different group, quality, and color 
from the major portion. These percent-
ages shall not affect limitations estab-
lished by other rules. 

§ 29.3117 Rule 14. 
The application of injury as an ele-

ment of quality shall be expressed in 
terms of a percentage of tolerance. The 
appraisal of injury shall be based upon 
the percentage of affected leaf surface 
or the degree of injury. In appraising 
injury, consideration shall be given to 
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the normal characteristics of the group 
as related to injury. 

§ 29.3118 Rule 15. 
Any lot of tobacco containing over 20 

percent of variegated leaves shall be 
described as ‘‘variegated’’ and des-
ignated by the color symbol ‘‘K.’’ 

[51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3119 Rule 16. 
Any lot of tobacco of B, C, or X 

groups which contains 30 percent or 
more of pink or pinkish leaves or con-
tains 30 percent or more of a color dis-
tinctly different from the major color 
shall be classified as ‘‘mixed’’ and des-
ignated by the color symbol ‘‘M.’’ 

§ 29.3120 Rule 17. 
Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-

cent or more of greenish leaves, or any 
lot which contains 20 percent of green-
ish and green leaves combined, shall be 
designated by the color symbol ‘‘V’’ in 
the C group and the combination color 
symbols ‘‘VF’’ or ‘‘VR’’ in the B and T 
groups. 

§ 29.3121 Rule 18. 
Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-

cent or more of green leaves, or any lot 
which is not crude but contains 20 per-
cent or more of green and crude com-
bined, shall be designated by the color 
symbol ‘‘G’’ in the X, C, and M groups 
and the combination color symbol 
‘‘GF’’ and ‘‘GR’’ in the B and T groups. 

[55 FR 40645, Oct. 4, 1990] 

§ 29.3122 Rule 19. 
Crude leaves shall not be included in 

any grade of any color except green, 
green tan, and green red. Any lot con-
taining 20 percent or more of crude 
leaves shall be designated as Non-
descript. 

§ 29.3123 Rule 20. 
All standard grades must be clean. 

§ 29.3124 Rule 21. 
Tobacco damaged under 20 percent 

but which otherwise meets the speci-
fications of a grade shall be treated as 
a subgrade by placing the special factor 
‘‘U’’ after the grademark. Tobacco 

damaged 20 percent or more shall be 
designated as ‘‘No-G.’’ 

§ 29.3125 Rule 22. 
Sound tobacco that is wet or is 

doubtful-keeping order but which oth-
erwise meets the specifications of a 
grade shall be treated as a subgrade by 
placing the special factor ‘‘W’’ after 
the grademark. This special factor does 
not apply to tobacco designated as 
‘‘No-G.’’ 

§ 29.3126 Rule 23. 
Tobacco shall be designated as No 

Grade, using the grademark, ‘‘No-G,’’ 
when it is dirty, offtype, semicured, 
needs to be reworked, damaged 20 per-
cent or more, contains foreign matter, 
or has an odor foreign to the type. 

[47 FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982] 

§ 29.3127 Rule 24. 
Tobacco in Type 31 shall be des-

ignated by the grademark ‘‘No-G- 
Nested’’ when it is nested. 

[47 FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982, as amended at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3128 Rule 25. 
Tobacco in strip form which other-

wise meets the specifications of a grade 
shall be treated as a subgrade by plac-
ing the special factor ‘‘S’’ preceding 
the grademark. 

[49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

GRADES 

§ 29.3151 Flyings (X Group). 
This group consists of leaves nor-

mally grown at the bottom of the 
stalk. These leaves are flat and open- 
faced and have a blunt or oblate tip. 
Compared with other groups on the 
stalk, Flyings consist of relatively thin 
to tissuey leaves which show the high-
est degree of maturity and the most 
open leaf structure. Flyings show a ma-
terial amount of injury characteristic 
of leaves grown near the ground. (See 
Rule 14.) 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

X1L ............. Choice Buff Flyings. 
Tissuey, mellow, open to porous, even, 

clear finish, strong color intensity, 95 per-
cent uniform, and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

X2L ............. Fine Buff Flyings. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

Tissuey, mellow, open to porous, even, 
moderate finish and color intensity, 90 per-
cent uniform, and 10 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X3L ............. Good Buff Flyings. 
Tissuey, ripe to mellow, open to porous, 

wavy, dull finish, weak color intensity, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X4L ............. Fair Buff Flyings. 
Tissuey, mature to ripe, open to porous, 

wrinkly to wavy, dingy finish, pale color in-
tensity, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

X5L ............. Low Buff Flyings. 
Tissuey, mature to ripe, open to porous, 

wrinkly, dingy finish, pale color intensity, 60 
percent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X1F ............. Choice Tan Flyings. 
Thin, mellow, open to porous, even, clear 

finish, strong color intensity, 95 percent uni-
form, and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

X2F ............. Fine Tan Flyings. 
Thin, mellow, open to porous, even, mod-

erate finish and color intensity, 90 percent 
uniform, and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

X3F ............. Good Tan Flyings. 
Thin, ripe to mellow, open to porous, 

wavy, dull finish, weak color intensity, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X4F ............. Fair Tan Flyings. 
Thin, mature to ripe, open to porous, wrin-

kly to wavy, dingy finish, pale color intensity, 
70 percent uniform, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 

X5F ............. Low Tan Flyings. 
Thin, mature to ripe, open to porous, wrin-

kly, dingy finish, pale color intensity, 60 per-
cent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X4M ............ Fair Mixed Color Flyings. 
Medium to tissuey body, mature to ripe, 

firm to porous, wrinkly to wavy, dingy finish, 
pale color intensity, 70 percent uniform, and 
30 percent injury tolerance. 

X5M ............ Low Mixed Color Flyings. 
Medium to tissuey body, mature to ripe, 

firm to porous, wrinkly, dingy finish, pale 
color intensity, 60 percent uniform, and 40 
percent injury tolerance. 

X4G ............ Fair Green Flyings. 
Medium to tissuey body, immature, firm, 

wrinkly to wavy, dingy finish, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

X5G ............ Low Green Flyings. 
Medium to tissuey body, immature, firm, 

wrinkly, dingy finish, 60 percent uniform, 
and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 35 FR 
10490, June 27, 1970; 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3152 Lugs or Cutters (C Group). 
This group consists of leaves nor-

mally grown at the midportion of the 
stalk. Cured leaves from this stalk po-
sition have a tendency to roll, con-
cealing the stem or midrib. Lugs or 
Cutters have an oblate to rounded tip 

and are usually thin to medium in 
body. The leaves are spready in rela-
tion to their length and show little or 
no ground injury. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

C1L ............. Choice Buff Lugs. 
Thin, ripe, open, smooth, bright finish, 

deep color intensity, broad, 20″ or over in 
length, 95 percent uniform and 5 percent in-
jury tolerance. 

C2L ............. Fine Buff Lugs. 
Thin, ripe, open, smooth, bright finish, 

strong color intensity, spready, 20″ or over 
in length, 90 percent uniform, and 10 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

C3L ............. Good Buff Lugs. 
Thin, ripe, open, even, clear finish, mod-

erate color intensity, normal width, 18″ or 
over in length, 85 percent uniform, and 15 
percent injury tolerance. 

C4L ............. Fair Buff Lugs. 
Thin, mature to ripe, firm to open, wavy to 

even, moderate finish, weak color intensity, 
narrow to normal width, 80 percent uniform, 
and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

C5L ............. Low Buff Lugs. 
Thin, mature, firm to open, wavy dull fin-

ish, pale color intensity, narrow, 70 percent 
uniform, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C1F ............. Choice Tan Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, ripe, open, smooth, 

bright finish, deep color intensity, broad, 20″ 
or over in length, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

C2F ............. Fine Tan Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, ripe, open, smooth, 

bright finish, strong color intensity, spready, 
20″ or over in length, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

C3F ............. Good Tan Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, ripe, open, even, 

clear finish, moderate color intensity, normal 
width, 18″ or over in length, 85 percent uni-
form, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

C4F ............. Fair Tan Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, mature to ripe, firm 

to open, wavy to even, moderate finish, 
weak color intensity, narrow to normal width, 
80 percent uniform, and 20 percent injury 
tolerance. 

C5F ............. Low Tan Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, mature, firm to 

open, wavy, dull finish, pale color intensity, 
narrow, 70 percent uniform and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

C3K ............ Good Variegated Lugs. 
Medium body, ripe, open, even, normal 

width, 18″ or over in length, 85 percent uni-
form, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

C4K ............ Fair Variegated Lugs. 
Medium body, mature to ripe, firm to 

open, wavy to even, narrow to normal width, 
80 percent uniform, and 20 percent injury 
tolerance. 

C5K ............ Low Variegated Lugs. 
Medium body, mature, close to firm, 

wavy, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

C3M ............ Good Mixed Color Lugs. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

Medium to tissuey body, mature to ripe, 
firm to open, even, moderate finish and 
color intensity, normal width, 18″ or over in 
length, 85 percent uniform, and 15 percent 
injury tolerance. 

C4M ............ Fair Mixed Color Lugs. 
Medium to tissuey body, mature to ripe, 

firm to open, wavy to even, dull finish, weak 
color intensity, narrow to normal width, 80 
percent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

C5M ............ Low Mixed Color Lugs. 
Medium to tissuey body, mature to ripe, 

firm to open, wavy, dingy finish pale color 
intensity, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 
30 percent injury tolerance. 

C3V ............ Good Greenish Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, underripe open, 

even, clear finish, normal width 18″ or over 
in length, 85 percent uniform, and 15 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

C4V ............ Fair Greenish Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, underripe, firm to 

open, wavy to even, moderate finish, narrow 
to normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

C5V ............ Low Greenish Lugs. 
Medium to thin body, underripe firm to 

open, wavy, dull finish, narrow, 70 percent 
uniform, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

C4G ............ Fair Green Lugs. 
Medium body, immature, close to firm, 

wavy to even, moderate finish, narrow to 
normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

C5G ............ Low Green Lugs. 
Medium body, immature, close to firm, 

wavy, dull finish, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 35 FR 
10490, June 27, 1970; 49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3153 Leaf (B Group). 
This group consists of leaves nor-

mally grown above the midpoint of the 
stalk. Cured leaves from the upper 
stalk position have a tendency to fold, 
concealing the face of the leaf and ex-
posing the stem or midrib. These leaves 
have a pointed tip and generally are 
medium to heavy in body. They are 
narrower in relation to their length 
than corresponding qualities of the C 
Group. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

B1F ............. Choice Tan Leaf. 
Medium body, ripe, open, smooth, clear 

finish, deep color intensity, spready, 20″ or 
over in length, 95 percent uniform, and 5 
percent injury tolerance. 

B2F ............. Fine Tan Leaf. 
Medium body ripe, open, even, clear fin-

ish, deep color intensity, spready, 20″ or 
over in length, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

B3F ............. Good Tan Leaf. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

Medium body, mature to ripe, firm to 
open, wavy to even, moderate finish and 
color intensity, narrow to normal width, 18″ 
or over in length, 85 percent uniform, and 
15 percent injury tolerance. 

B4F ............. Fair Tan Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, firm, wavy, dull fin-

ish, weak color intensity, narrow, 16″ or over 
in length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

B5F ............. Low Tan Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, firm, wrinkly, dingy 

finish, pale color intensity, stringy, 16″ or 
over in length, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

B2FL ........... Fine Tannish-buff Leaf. 
Medium body, ripe, open, even, clear fin-

ish, strong color intensity, spready, 20’’ or 
over in length, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

B3FL ........... Good Tannish-buff Leaf 
Medium body, mature to ripe, firm to 

open, wavy to even, moderate finish and 
color intensity, narrow to normal width, 18’’ 
or over in length, 85 percent uniform, and 
15 percent injury tolerance. 

B4FL ........... Fair Tannish-buff Leaf. 
Medium body, mature, firm, wavy, dull fin-

ish, weak color intensity, narrow, 16’’ or 
over in length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

B1FR .......... Choice Tannish-red Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, ripe, open, 

smooth, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
spready, 20″ or over in length, 95 percent 
uniform, and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

B2FR .......... Fine Tannish-red Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, ripe, open, even, 

clear finish, strong color intensity, spready, 
20″ or over in length, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

B3FR .......... Good Tannish-red Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature to ripe, 

firm to open, wavy to even, moderate finish 
and color intensity, narrow to normal width, 
18″ or over in length, 85 percent uniform, 
and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

B4FR .......... Fair Tannish-red Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature firm, 

wavy, dull finish, weak color intensity, nar-
row, 16″ or over in length 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

B5FR .......... Low Tannish-red Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature, firm, 

wrinkly, dingy finish, pale color intensity, 
stringy, 16″ or over in length, 70 percent 
uniform, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

B1R ............ Choice Red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, ripe, firm to open, even, 

clear finish, deep color intensity, spready, 
20″ or over in length 95 percent uniform, 
and 5 percent injury tolerance. 

B2R ............ Fine Red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, ripe, firm to open wavy, 

clear finish, strong color intensity, spready, 
20″ or over in length 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

B3R ............ Good Red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, mature to ripe, firm, wrin-

kly to wavy, moderate finish and color inten-
sity, narrow to normal width, 18″ or over in 
length, 85 percent uniform, and 15 percent 
injury tolerance. 

B4R ............ Fair Red Leaf. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

Heavy to fleshy, mature, close to firm, 
wrinkly, dull finish, weak color intensity, nar-
row, 16″ or over in length, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

B5R ............ Low red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, mature, close, rough, 

dingy finish, pale color intensity, stringy, 16″ 
or over in length, 70 percent uniform, and 
30 percent injury tolerance. 

B4D ............ Fair Dark-red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, mature, close, wrinkly, 

dull finish, weak color intensity, narrow, 16″ 
or over in length, 80 percent uniform, and 
20 percent injury tolerance. 

B5D ............ Low Dark-red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, underripe to mature, 

solid, rough, dingy finish, pale color inten-
sity, stringy, 16″ or over in length, 70 per-
cent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B3K ............. Good Variegated Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature to ripe, 

firm to open, wrinkly to wavy, narrow to nor-
mal width, 18″ or over in length, 85 percent 
uniform, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

B4K ............. Fair Variegated Leaf. 
Fleshy, mature, close to firm, wrinkly, nar-

row, 16″ or over in length, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

B5K ............. Low Variegated Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, underripe to mature, 

solid to close, rough, stringy, 16″ or over in 
length, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

B2M ............ Fine Mixed Color Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, ripe, open, even, 

clear finish, strong color intensity, 20’’ or 
over in length, 90 percent uniform, and 10 
percent injury tolerance. 

B3M ............ Good Mixed Color Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature to ripe, 

firm to open, wavy to even, moderate finish 
and color intensity, narrow to normal width, 
18″ or over in length, 85 percent uniform, 
and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

B4M ............ Fair Mixed Color Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature to ripe, 

firm to open, wavy, dull finish, weak color in-
tensity, narrow, 16″ or over in length, 80 
percent uniform and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B5M ............ Low Mixed Color Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, underripe to ma-

ture, firm to open, wrinkly, dingy finish, pale 
color intensity stringy, 16″ or over in length, 
70 percent uniform, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 

B3VF .......... Good Greenish-tan Leaf. 
Medium body, underripe, firm to open, 

wavy to even, moderate finish, narrow to 
normal width, 18″ or over in length, 85 per-
cent uniform, and 15 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B4VF .......... Fair Greenish-tan Leaf. 
Medium body, underripe, close to firm, 

wavy, dull finish, narrow, 16″ or over in 
length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

B5VF .......... Low Greenish-tan Leaf. 
Medium body, underripe, close, wrinkly, 

dingy finish, stringy, 16″ or over in length, 
70 percent uniform, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 

B3VR .......... Good Greenish-red Leaf. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

Heavy to fleshy, underripe, firm, wrinkly to 
wavy, moderate finish, narrow to normal 
width, 18″ or over in length, 85 percent uni-
form, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

B4VR .......... Fair Greenish-red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, underripe, close to firm, 

wrinkly, dull finish, narrow, 16″ or over in 
length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

B5VR .......... Low Greenish-red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, underripe, close, rough, 

dingy finish, stringy, 16″ or over in length, 
70 percent uniform, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 

B3GF .......... Good Green-tan Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, immature, firm to 

open, wrinkly to wavy, moderate finish, nar-
row to normal width, 18″ or over in length, 
85 percent uniform, and 15 percent injury 
tolerance. 

B4GF .......... Fair Green-tan Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, immature, close 

to firm, wrinkly, dull finish, narrow, 16″ or 
over in length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

B5GF .......... Low Green-tan Leaf. 
Fleshy to medium body, immature, close, 

rough, dingy finish, stringy, 16″ or over in 
length, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

B3GR .......... Good Green-red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, immature, close to firm, 

wrinkly to wavy, moderate finish, narrow to 
formal width, 18″ or over in length, 85 per-
cent uniform and 15 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B4GR .......... Fair Green-red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, immature, solid to close, 

wrinkly, dull finish, narrow width, 16″ or over 
in length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

B5GR .......... Low Green-red Leaf. 
Heavy to fleshy, immature, solid, rough, 

dingy finish, stringy, 16″ or over in length, 
70 percent uniform and 30 percent injury tol-
erance. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 49 FR 
16758, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3154 Tips (T Group). 
This group consists of leaves usually 

grown at the top of the stalk. These 
relatively narrow and sharp-pointed 
leaves have the general characteristics 
of B-Group tobacco. Tips have a slight-
ly lower degree of maturity and leaf 
structure than other leaves on the 
stalk. (See Rule 12.) 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

T3F ............. Good Tan Tips. 
Medium body, mature to ripe, firm to 

open, wavy to even, moderate finish and 
color intensity, narrow to normal width, 
under 16″ in length, 85 percent uniform, and 
15 percent injury tolerance. 

T4F ............. Fair Tan Tips. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

Medium body, mature, firm, wavy dull fin-
ish, weak color intensity, narrow, under 16″ 
in length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

T5F ............. Low Tan Tips. 
Medium body, mature, firm, wrinkly, dingy 

finish, pale color intensity, stringy, under 16″ 
in length, 70 percent uniform, and 30 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

T3FR .......... Good Tannish-red Tips. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature to ripe, 

firm to open, wavy to even, moderate finish 
and color intensity, narrow to normal width, 
under 16″ in length, 85 percent uniform, and 
15 percent injury tolerance. 

T4FR .......... Fair Tannish-red Tips. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature, firm, 

wavy, dull finish, weak color intensity, nar-
row, under 16″ in length, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

T5FR .......... Low Tannish-red Tips. 
Fleshy to medium body, mature, firm, 

wrinkly, dingy finish, pale color intensity, 
stringy, under 16″ in length, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

T3R ............. Good Red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, mature to ripe, firm, wrin-

kly to wavy, moderate finish and color inten-
sity, narrow to normal width, under 16″ in 
length, 85 percent uniform, and 15 percent 
injury tolerance. 

T4R ............. Fair Red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, mature, close to firm, 

wrinkly, dull finish, weak color intensity, nar-
row, under 16″ in length, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

T5R ............. Low Red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, mature, close, rough, 

dingy finish, pale color intensity, stringy, 
under 16″ in length, 70 percent uniform, and 
30 percent injury tolerance. 

T4D ............. Fair Dark-red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, mature, close, wrinkly, 

dull finish, weak color intensity, narrow, 
under 16″ in length, 80 percent uniform, and 
20 percent injury tolerance. 

T5D ............. Low Dark-red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, underripe to mature, 

solid, rough, dingy finish, pale color inten-
sity, stringy, under 16″ in length, 70 percent 
uniform, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

T4K ............. Fair Variegated Tips. 
Fleshy, mature, close to firm, wrinkly, nar-

row, under 16″ in length, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

T5K ............. Low Variegated Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, underripe to mature, 

solid to close, rough, stringy, under 16″ in 
length, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

T4VF ........... Fair Greenish-tan Tips. 
Medium body, underripe, close to firm, 

wavy, dull finish, narrow, under 16″ in 
length, 80 percent uniform and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

T5VF ........... Low Greenish-tan Tips. 
Medium body, underripe, close, wrinkly, 

dingy finish, stringy, under 16″ in length, 70 
percent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

T4VR .......... Fair Greenish-red Tips. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

Heavy to fleshy, underripe, close to firm, 
wrinkly, dull finish, narrow, under 16″ in 
length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

T5VR .......... Low Greenish-red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, underripe, close, rough, 

dingy finish, stringy, under 16″ in length, 70 
percent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

T4GF .......... Fair Green-tan Tips. 
Fleshy to medium body, immature, close 

to firm, wrinkly, dull finish, narrow, under 16″ 
in length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

T5GF .......... Low Green-tan Tips. 
Fleshy to medium body, immature, close, 

rough, dingy finish, stringy, under 16″ in 
length, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

T4GR .......... Fair Green-red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, immature, solid to close, 

wrinkly, dull finish, narrow, under 16″ in 
length, 80 percent uniform, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

T5GR .......... Low Green-red Tips. 
Heavy to fleshy, immature, solid, rough, 

dingy finish, stringy, under 16″ in length, 70 
percent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 49 FR 
16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3155 Mixed (M Group). 
This group consists of tobacco of dis-

tinctly different groups which are 
mixed together in various combina-
tions. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

M3F ............ Good Light Mixed. 
General quality of X3, C3, B3, T3, me-

dium to tissuey body, light general color, 
under 20 percent greenish, and 15 percent 
injury tolerance. 

M4F ............ Fair Light Mixed. 
General quality of X4, C4, B4, T4, me-

dium to tissuey body, light general color 
under 20 percent greenish, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

M5F ............ Low Light Mixed. 
General quality of X5, C5, B5, T5, me-

dium to tissuey body, light general color, 
under 20 percent greenish, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

M3FR .......... Good Dark Mixed. 
General quality of X3, C3, B3, T3, heavy 

to medium body, dark general color, under 
20 percent greenish, and 15 percent injury 
tolerance. 

M4FR .......... Fair Dark Mixed. 
General quality of X4, C4, B4, T4, heavy 

to medium body, dark general color, under 
20 percent greenish, and 20 percent injury 
tolerance. 

M5FR .......... Low Dark Mixed. 
General quality of X5, C5, B5, T5, heavy 

to medium body, dark general color, under 
20 percent greenish, and 30 percent injury 
tolerance. 
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Grades Grade names and specifications 

M4K ............ Fair Variegated Mixed. 
General quality of X4, C4, B4, T4, fleshy 

to thin body, under 20 percent greenish, and 
20 percent injury tolerance. 

M5K ............ Low Variegated Mixed. 
General quality of X5, C5, B5, T5, fleshy 

to thin body, under 20 percent greenish, and 
30 percent injury tolerance. 

M4G ............ Fair Green Mixed. 
General quality of X4, C4, B4, and T4, heavy 

to tissuey body, immature, and 20 percent 
injury tolerance. 

M5G ............ Low Green Mixed. 
General quality of X5, C5, B5, and T5, heavy 

to tissuey body, immature, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

[35 FR 10490, June 27, 1970, as amended at 49 
FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 
1986; 55 FR 40645, Oct. 4, 1990] 

§ 29.3156 Nondescript (N Group). 

Extremely common tobacco which 
does not meet the minimum specifica-
tions or which exceeds the tolerance of 
the lowest grade of any other group. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

N1L ............. First Quality Light Colored Nondescript 
Thin to tissuey body and 60 percent injury 

tolerance. 
N1F ............. First Quality Medium Colored Nondescript 

Fleshy to medium body and 60 percent 
injury tolerance. 

N1R ............ First Quality Dark Colored Nondescript 
Heavy to fleshy body and 60 percent in-

jury tolerance. 
N1G ............ First Quality Crude Green Nondescript 

60 percent crude leaves or injury toler-
ance. 

N2L ............. Second Quality Light to Medium Colored Non-
descript 

Medium to tissuey body and over 60 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

N2R ............ Second Quality Medium to Dark Colored Non-
descript 

Heavy to medium body and over 60 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

N2G ............ Second Quality Crude Green Nondescript 
Over 60 percent crude leaves or injury tol-

erance. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 49 FR 
16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3157 Scrap (S Group). 
A by-product of unstemmed and 

stemmed tobacco. Scrap accumulates 
from handling tobacco in farm build-
ings, warehouses, packing and condi-
tioning plants, and stemmeries. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

S ............................. Scrap. 

Grades Grade names and specifications 

Loose, tangled, whole, or broken 
unstemmed leaves, or web portions 
of tobacco leaves reduced to scrap 
by any process. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 49 FR 
16758, Apr. 20, 1984] 

SUMMARY OF STANDARD GRADES 

§ 29.3181 Summary of standard grades. 
14 Grades of Flying 

X1L X5L X4F X4G 
X2L X1F X5F X5G 
X3L X2F X4M 
X4L X3F X5M 

21 Grades of Lugs or Cutters 

C1L C2F C5K C5V 
C2L C3F C3M C4G 
C3L C4F C4M C5G 
C4L C5F C5M 
C5L C3K C3V 
C1F C4K C4V 

39 Grades of Leaf 

B1F B3FR B3K B3VR 
B2F B4FR B4K B4VR 
B3F B5FR B5K B5VR 
B4F B1R B2M B3GF 
B5F B2R B3M B4GF 

B2FL B3R B4M B5GF 
B3FL B4R B5M B3GR 
B4FL B5R B3VF B4GR 
B1FR B4D B4VF B5GR 
B2FR B5D B5VF 

21 Grades of Tips 

T3F T3R T5K T5GF 
T4F T4R T4VF T4GR 
T5F T5R T5VF T5GR 
T3FR T4D T4VR 
T4FR T5D T5VR 
T5FR T4K T4GF 

8 Grades of Mixed Group 

M3F M5F M4FR M4K 
M4F M3FR M5FR M5K 

7 Grades of Nondescript 

N1L N1R N2L N2G 
N1F N1G N2R 

1 Grade of Scrap 

S 

Special factors ‘‘U’’, ‘‘W’’ and ‘‘S’’ may be 
applied to all grades. Tobacco not covered by 
the standard grades is designated by No-G or 
No-G-Nested. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 35 FR 
10490, June 27, 1970; 47 FR 51722, Nov. 17, 1982; 
49 FR 16758, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40407, Nov. 7, 
1986] 
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KEY TO STANDARD GRADEMARKS 

§ 29.3182 Key to standard grademarks. 

Groups 

X—Flyings. 
C—Lugs or Cutters 
B—Leaf. 
T—Tips. 
M—Mixed. 
N—Nondescript. 
S—Scrap. 

Qualities 

1—Choice. 
2—Fine. 
3—Good. 
4—Fair. 
5—Low. 

Colors 

L—Buff. 
F—Tan. 
FL—Tannish buff. 
FR—Tannish red. 
R—Red. 
D—Dark red. 
K—Variegated. 
M—Mixed. 
V—Greenish. 
VF—Greenish tan. 
VR—Greenish red. 
G—Green. 
GF—Green tan. 
GR—Green red. 

[24 FR 8771, Oct. 29, 1959, as amended at 51 FR 
40407, Nov. 7, 1986] 

OFFICIAL STANDARD GRADES FOR DARK 
AIR-CURED TOBACCO (U.S. TYPES 35, 
36, 37 AND FOREIGN TYPE 95) 

AUTHORITY: Sections 29.3501 to 29.3686 
issued under 7 U.S.C. 511m and 511r. 

SOURCE: Sections 29.3501 through 29.3686 ap-
pear at 30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, unless other-
wise noted. 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 29.3501 Definitions. 
As used in §§ 29.3501 to 29.3686, the 

words and phrases hereinafter defined 
shall have the indicated meanings so 
assigned. 

§ 29.3502 Air-cured. 
Tobacco cured under natural atmos-

pheric conditions without the use of 
fire, except for the purpose of pre-
venting pole-burn in damp weather. 

§ 29.3503 Air-dried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age under natural atmospheric condi-
tions. 

§ 29.3504 Body. 
The thickness and density of a leaf or 

the weight per unit of surface. (See 
Elements of Quality, § 29.3586.) 

§ 29.3505 Brown colors. 
A group of colors ranging from a 

light brown to a dark brown. These col-
ors vary from medium to low satura-
tion and from medium to very low 
brillance. As used in these standards, 
the colors are expressed as light brown 
(L), medium brown (F), reddish brown 
(R), and dark brown (D). 

§ 29.3506 Class. 
A major division of tobacco based on 

method of cure or principal usage. 

§ 29.3507 Clean. 
Tobacco is described as clean when it 

contains only a normal amount of sand 
or soil particles. Leaves grown on the 
lower portion of the stalk normally 
contain more dirt or sand than those 
from higher stalk positions. (See Rule 
4, § 29.3605.) 

§ 29.3508 Color. 
The third factor of a grade based on 

the relative hues, saturations or 
chromas, and color values common to 
the type. 

§ 29.3509 Color intensity. 
The varying degree of saturation or 

chroma. Color intensity as applied to 
tobacco describes the strength or 
weakness of a specific color or hue. It 
is applicable to all colors except green. 
(See Elements of Quality, § 29.3586.) 

§ 29.3510 Color symbols. 
As applied to Dark Air-cured to-

bacco, color symbols are L—light 
brown, F—medium brown, R—reddish 
brown, D—dark brown, M—mixed, and 
G—green. 

§ 29.3511 Condition. 
The state of tobacco which results 

from the method of preparation or 
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from the degree of fermentation. Words 
used to describe the condition of to-
bacco are: Undried, air-dried, steam- 
dried, sweating, sweated, and aged. 

§ 29.3512 Crude. 

A subdegree of maturity. Crude 
leaves are usually hard and slick as a 
result of extreme immaturity. A simi-
lar condition may result from firekill, 
sunburn, or sunscald. Any leaf which is 
crude to the extent of 20 percent or 
more of its leaf surface may be de-
scribed as crude. (See Rule 20, § 29.3621.) 

§ 29.3513 Cured. 

Tobacco dried of its sap by either 
natural or artificial processes. 

§ 29.3514 Damage. 

The effect of mold, must, rot, black 
rot, or other fungus or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. Tobacco having the odor of mold, 
must, or rot is considered damaged. 
(See Rule 24, § 29.3625.) 

§ 29.3515 Dirty. 

The state of tobacco containing an 
abnormal amount of dirt or sand, or to-
bacco to which additional quantities of 
dirt or sand have been added. (See Rule 
24, § 29.3625.) 

§ 29.3516 Elasticity. 

The flexible, springy nature of the to-
bacco leaf to recover approximately its 
original size and shape after it has been 
stretched. (See Elements of Quality, 
§ 29.3586.) 

§ 29.3517 Finish. 

The reflectance factor in color per-
ception. Finish indicates the sheen or 
shine of the surface of a tobacco leaf. 
(See Elements of Quality, § 29.3586.) 

§ 29.3518 Foreign matter. 

Any extraneous substance or mate-
rial such as stalks, suckers, straw, 
strings, and rubber bands. Abnormal 
amounts of dirt or sand are also in-
cluded. (See Rule 24, § 29.3625.) 

§ 29.3519 Form. 

The stage of preparation of tobacco 
such as unstemmed or stemmed. 

§ 29.3520 Grade. 
A subdivision of a type according to 

group, quality, and color. 

§ 29.3521 Grademark. 
A grademark normally consists of 

three symbols which indicate group, 
quality, and color. A letter is used to 
indicate group, a number to indicate 
quality, and a letter or letters to indi-
cate color. For example, B3D means 
Heavy Leaf, third quality, and dark- 
brown color. 

§ 29.3522 Green (G). 
A term applied to green-colored, im-

mature, or crude tobacco. Any leaf 
which has a green color affecting 20 
percent or more of its leaf surface may 
be described as green. (See Rule 19, 
§ 29.3620.) 

§ 29.3523 Group. 
A division of a type covering closely 

related grades based on certain charac-
teristics which are related to stalk po-
sition, body, or the general quality of 
the tobacco. Groups in Dark Air-cured 
types are: Wrappers (A), Heavy Leaf 
(B), Thin Leaf (C), Lugs (X), Non-
descript (N), and Scrap (S). 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3524 Injury. 
Hurt or impairment from any cause 

except the fungus or bacterial diseases 
which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. (See definition of Damage, 
§ 29.3514.) Injury to tobacco may be 
caused by field diseases, insects, or 
weather conditions; insecticides, fun-
gicides, or cell growth inhibitors; nu-
tritional deficiencies or cesses; or im-
proper fertilizing, harvesting, curing, 
or handling. Injured tobacco includes 
dead, burned, hail-cut torn, broken, 
frostbitten, sunburned, sunscalded, 
scorched, fire-killed, bulk-burnt, 
steam-burnt, house-burnt bleached, 
bruised, discolored, or deformed leaves; 
or tobacco affected by wildfire rust, 
frogeye, mosaic, root rot, wilt, black 
shank, or other diseases. (See Rule 15, 
§ 29.3616.) 

§ 29.3525 Leaf. 
Whole, unstemmed leaf. Leaf, when 

applied to tobacco in strip form, shall 



141 

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 29.3535 

describe the divided unit of a whole 
leaf. 

[49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3526 Leaf scrap. 

A byproduct of unstemmed tobacco 
Leaf scrap results from handling 
unstemmed tobacco and consists of 
loose and tangled whole or broken 
leaves. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3527 Leaf structure. 

The cell development of a leaf as in-
dicated by its porosity. (See Elements 
of Quality, § 29.3586.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3528 Leaf surface. 

The roughness or smoothness of the 
web or lamina of a tobacco leaf. Leaf 
surface is affected to some extent by 
the size and shrinkage of the veins or 
fibers (See Elements of Quality, 
§ 29.3586.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3529 Length. 

The linear measurement of cured to-
bacco leaves from the butt of the mid-
rib to the extreme tip. (See Standard 
Tobacco Sizes, § 29.3591.) 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3530 Lot. 

A pile, basket, bulk, or more than 
one bale, case, hogshead, tierce, pack-
age, or other definite package unit. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3531 Maturity. 

The degree of ripeness. (See Elements 
of Quality, § 29.3586, and Rule 16, 
§ 29.3617.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3532 Mixed (M). 
Variegated or distinctly different 

colors of the type mingled together. 
(See Rules 17, § 29.3618; 18, § 29.3619.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3533 Nested. 
Any lot of Types 35, 36 and 37 tobacco 

which has been loaded, packed, or ar-
ranged to conceal foreign matter or to-
bacco of inferior grade, quality, or con-
dition. Nested includes: 

(a) Any lot of tobacco which contains 
foreign matter or damaged, injured, 
tangled, or other inferior tobacco, any 
of which cannot be readily detected 
upon inspection because of the way the 
lot is packed or arranged; (b) any lot of 
tied tobacco which contains foreign 
matter in the inner portions of the 
hands or which contains foreign matter 
in the heads under the tie leaves; (c) 
any lot of tied tobacco in which the 
leaves on the outside of the hands are 
placed or arranged to conceal inferior 
quality leaves on the inside of the 
hands or which contains wet tobacco or 
tobacco of lower quality in the heads 
under the tie leaves; and (d) any lot of 
tobacco which consists of distinctly 
different grades, qualities, or condi-
tions and which is stacked or arranged 
in layers with the same kinds together 
so that the tobacco in the lower layer 
or layers is distinctly inferior in grade, 
quality, or condition from the tobacco 
in the top or upper layers. (See Rule 24, 
§ 29.3625.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3534 No grade. 
A designation applied to a lot of to-

bacco classified as nested, offtype, re-
work, or semicured; tobacco that is 
damaged 20 percent or more, abnor-
mally dirty, extremely wet or watered, 
contains foreign matter, or has an odor 
foreign to the type. (See Rule 24, 
§ 29.3625.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3535 Offtype. 
Tobacco of distinctly different char-

acteristics which cannot be classified 
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as Dark Air-cured, U.S. Type 35, 36, 37, 
or Foreign Type 95. (See Rule 24, 
§ 29.3625.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3536 Order (case). 

The state of tobacco with respect to 
its moisture content. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3537 Package. 

A hogshead, tierce, case, bale, or 
other securely enclosed parcel or bun-
dle. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3538 Packing. 

A lot of tobacco consisting of a num-
ber of packages submitted as one defi-
nite unit for sampling or inspecting. It 
is represented to contain the same kind 
of tobacco and has a common identi-
fication number or mark on each pack-
age. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3539 Quality. 

A division of a group or the second 
factor of a grade based on the relative 
degree of one or more elements of qual-
ity in tobacco. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3540 Raw. 

Freshly harvested tobacco or tobacco 
as it appears between the time of har-
vesting and the beginning of the curing 
process. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3541 Resweated. 

The condition of tobacco which has 
passed through a second fermentation 
under abnormally high temperatures or 
refermented with a relatively high per-
centage of moisture. Resweated in-
cludes tobacco which has been dipped 
or reconditioned after its first fer-

mentation and put through a forced or 
artificial sweat. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3542 Rework. 

Any lot of Types 35, 36, and 37 to-
bacco which needs to be resorted or 
otherwise reworked to prepare it prop-
erly for market in the manner which is 
customary in the type area, including: 

(a) Tobacco which is so mixed that it 
cannot be classified properly in any 
grade of the type, because the lot con-
tains a substantial quantity of two or 
more distinctly different grades which 
should be separated by sorting; 

(b) Tobacco which contains an abnor-
mally large quantity of foreign matter 
or an unusual number of muddy or ex-
tremely dirty leaves which should be 
removed; and 

(c) Tobacco not tied in hands, not 
packed straight, not properly tied, or 
otherwise not properly prepared for 
market. (See Rule 24, § 29.3625.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3543 Semicured. 

Tobacco in the process of being cured 
or which is partially but not thor-
oughly cured. Semicured includes to-
bacco which contains fat stems, wet 
butts, swelled stems, frozen tobacco, 
and tobacco having frozen stems or 
stems that have not been thoroughly 
dried in the curing process. (See Rule 
24, § 29.3625.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3544 Side. 

A certain phase of quality, color, or 
length as contrasted with some other 
phase of quality, color, or length; or 
any peculiar characteristic of tobacco. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3545 Size. 

The length of tobacco leaves. Size 
does not apply to tobacco in strip form. 
(See Standard Tobacco Sizes § 29.3591.) 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 



143 

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 29.3558 

§ 29.3546 Sound. 

Free of damage. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3547 Special factor. 

A symbol or term authorized to des-
ignate a peculiar side or characteristic 
which tends to modify a grade. (See 
Rules 21, § 29.3622; 22, § 29.3623; 23, 
§ 29.3624.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3548 Steam-dried. 

The condition of unfermented to-
bacco as customarily prepared for stor-
age by means of a redrying machine or 
other steam-conditioning equipment. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3549 Stem. 

The midrib or large central vein of a 
tobacco leaf. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3550 Stemmed. 

A form of tobacco, including strips 
and strip scrap, from which the stems 
or midribs have been removed. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3551 Strips. 

The sides of a tobacco leaf from 
which the stem has been removed or a 
lot of tobacco composed of strips. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3552 Subgrade. 

Any grade modified by a special fac-
tor symbol. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3553 Sweated. 

The condition of tobacco which has 
passed through one or more fermenta-
tions natural to tobacco packed with a 
normal percentage of moisture. This 

condition is sometimes described as 
aged. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3554 Sweating. 
The condition of tobacco in the proc-

ess of fermentation. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3555 Tobacco. 
Tobacco as it appears between the 

time it is cured and stripped from the 
stalk, or primed and cured, and the 
time it enters into the different manu-
facturing processes. The acts of stem-
ming, threshing, sweating, and condi-
tioning are not regarded as manufac-
turing processes. Tobacco, as used in 
these standards, does not include man-
ufactured or semimanufactured prod-
ucts, stems, cuttings, clippings, trim-
mings, siftings, or dust. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3556 Tobacco products. 
Manufactured tobacco, including 

cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco, 
chewing tobacco, and snuff, which is 
subject to Internal Revenue tax. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3557 Type. 
A division of a class of tobacco hav-

ing certain common characteristics 
and closely related grades. Tobacco 
which has the same characteristics and 
corresponding qualities, colors, and 
lengths is classified as one type, re-
gardless of any factors of historical or 
geographical nature which cannot be 
determined by an examination of the 
tobacco. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3558 Type 35. 
That type of air-cured tobacco com-

monly known as One Sucker Air-cured, 
Kentucky-Tennessee-Indiana One 
Sucker, or Dark Air-cured One Sucker, 
including the upper Cumberland Dis-
trict One Sucker, and produced prin-
cipally in northern Tennessee, south 
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central Kentucky, and southern Indi-
ana. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3559 Type 36. 

That type of air-cured tobacco com-
monly known as Green River, Green 
River Air-cured, or Dark Air-cured of 
the Henderson and Owensboro Dis-
tricts, and produced principally in the 
Green River section of Kentucky. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3560 Type 37. 

That type of air-cured or sun-cured 
tobacco commonly known as Virginia 
Sun-cured, Virginia Sun and Air-cured, 
or Dark Air-cured of Virginia, and pro-
duced principally in the central section 
of Virginia north of the James River. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3561 Type 95. 

That type of air-cured tobacco com-
monly known as Foreign-grown Dark 
Air-cured produced in countries other 
than the United States. 

[49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3562 Undried. 

The condition of unfermented to-
bacco which has not been air-dried or 
steam-dried. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3563 Uniformity. 
An element of quality which de-

scribes the consistency of a lot of to-
bacco as it is prepared for market. Uni-
formity is expressed in grade specifica-
tions as a percentage. The percentage 
is applicable to group, quality, and 
color. (See Rule 14, § 29.3615.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3564 Unsound (U). 
Damaged under 20 percent. (See Rule 

21, § 29.3622.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3565 Unstemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including whole 

leaf and leaf scrap, from which the 
stems or midribs have not been re-
moved. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3566 Variegated. 
Any leaf of which 20 percent or more 

of its leaf surface is off brown, grayish, 
mottled, or bleached and does not 
blend with the normal colors of the 
type. (See Rules 17, § 29.3618; 18, 
§ 29.3619.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3567 Wet (W). 
Any sound tobacco containing exces-

sive moisture to the extent that it is in 
unsafe- or doubtful-keeping order. Wet 
applies to any tobacco which is not 
damaged but which is likely to damage 
if treated in the customary manner. 
(See Rule 22, § 29.3623.) (For extremely 
wet or watered tobacco, see rule 24, 
§ 29.3625.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3568 Width. 
The relative breadth of a tobacco leaf 

expressed in relation to its length. 
Width, as an element of quality, does 
not apply to tobacco in strip form. (See 
Elements of Quality, § 29.3586.) 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965. Redesignated and 
amended at 49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

ELEMENTS OF QUALITY 

§ 29.3586 Elements of quality and de-
grees of each element. 

These standardized words or terms 
are used to describe tobacco quality 
and to assist in interpreting grade 
specifications. Tobacco attributes or 
characteristics which constitute qual-
ity are designated as elements of qual-
ity. The range within each element is 
expressed by the use of words or terms 
designated as degrees. These several 
degrees are arranged to show their rel-
ative value, but the actual value of 
each degree varies with type, group, 
and grade. 
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Elements Degrees 

Maturity ........................................................................................................................... Imma-
ture.

Underri-
pe.

Mature Ripe. 

Body ................................................................................................................................ ............. Thin ..... Medium Heavy. 
Leaf structure .................................................................................................................. ............. Close ... Firm ..... Open. 
Leaf surface .................................................................................................................... ............. Rough .. Crepy ... Smooth. 
Oil ................................................................................................................................... ............. Lean .... Oily ...... Rich. 
Finish .............................................................................................................................. ............. Dull ...... Normal Clear. 
Color intensity ................................................................................................................. ............. Pale ..... Mod-

erate.
Deep. 

Elasticity .......................................................................................................................... ............. Inelastic Semiel-
astic.

Elastic. 

Width ............................................................................................................................... ............. Narrow Normal Spread-
y. 

Uniformity ........................................................................................................................ ............. (1) ........ (1) ........ (1). 
Injury tolerance ............................................................................................................... ............. (1) ........ (1) ........ (1). 

1 Expressed in percentage. 

SIZES 

§ 29.3591 Standard tobacco sizes. 1 

Inches Sizes 

12–20 ........................................................................... 1 
20–28 ........................................................................... 2 
Over 28 ........................................................................ 3 

1 The application of sizes is governed by the major portion 
of the lot or package. 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

RULES 

§ 29.3601 Rules. 
The application of §§ 29.3501 to 29.3568, 

§ 29.3591, §§ 29.3646 to 29.3648, §§ 29.3650 to 
29.3652 and 29.3681 shall be in accord-
ance with the following rules. 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3602 Rule 1. 
Each grade shall be treated as a sub-

division of a particular type. When the 
grade is stated in an inspection certifi-
cate, the type also shall be stated. 

§ 29.3603 Rule 2. 
The determination of a grade shall be 

based upon a thorough examination of 
a lot of tobacco or of an official sample 
of the lot. 

§ 29.3604 Rule 3. 
In drawing an official sample from a 

hogshead or other package of tobacco, 
three or more breaks shall be made at 
such points and in such manner as the 
inspector or sampler may find nec-
essary to determine the kinds of to-
bacco and the percentage of each kind 
contained in the lot. All breaks shall 

be made so that the tobacco contained 
in the center of the package is visible 
to the sampler. Tobacco shall be drawn 
from at least three breaks from which 
a representative sample shall be se-
lected. The sample shall include to-
bacco of each different group, quality, 
color, length, and kind found in the lot 
in proportion to the quantities of each 
contained in the lot. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3605 Rule 4. 

All standard grades must be clean. 

§ 29.3606 Rule 5. 

The grade assigned to any lot of to-
bacco shall be a true representation of 
the tobacco at the time of inspection 
and certification. If, at any time, it is 
found that a lot of tobacco does not 
comply with the specifications of the 
grade previously assigned it shall not 
thereafter be represented as such 
grade. 

§ 29.3607 Rule 6. 

A lot of tobacco on the marginal line 
between two colors shall be placed in 
the color with which it best cor-
responds with respect to body or other 
associated elements of quality. 

§ 29.3608 Rule 7. 

Any lot of tobacco which meets the 
specifications of two grades shall be 
placed in the higher grade. Any lot of 
tobacco on the marginal line between 
two grades shall be placed in the lower 
grade. 
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§ 29.3609 Rule 8. 
A lot of tobacco meets the specifica-

tions of a grade when it is not lower in 
any degree of any element of quality 
than the minimum specifications of 
such grade. 

§ 29.3610 Rule 9. 
In determining the grade of a lot of 

tobacco, the lot as a whole shall be 
considered. Minor irregularities which 
do not affect over one percent of the 
tobacco shall be overlooked. 

§ 29.3611 Rule 10. 
Any special factor approved by the 

Director of the Tobacco Division, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, may be 
used to show a peculiar side or char-
acteristic of the tobacco which tends to 
modify the grade. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3612 Rule 11. 
Interpretations, the use of specifica-

tions, and the meaning of the terms 
shall be in accordance with determina-
tions or clarifications made by the 
Chief of the Standards and Testing 
Branch and approved by the Director. 

§ 29.3613 Rule 12. 
The use of any grade may be re-

stricted by the Director during any 
marketing season, when it is found 
that the grade is not needed or appears 
in insufficient volume to justify its 
use. 

§ 29.3614 Rule 13. 
Length shall be stated in connection 

with each grade of the A, B, and C 
groups, except strip grades, and may be 
stated in connection with grades of 
other groups. For this purpose, the 
standard tobacco sizes shall be used. 
(See Applicable Standard Sizes, 
§ 29.3681.) 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3615 Rule 14. 
Degrees of uniformity shall be ex-

pressed in terms of percentages. The 
percentages shall govern the portion of 
a lot which must meet the specifica-
tions of the grade. The minor portion 

must be closely related but may be of 
a different group, quality, and color 
from the major portion. These percent-
ages shall not affect limitations estab-
lished by other rules. 

§ 29.3616 Rule 15. 

The application of injury as an ele-
ment of quality shall be expressed in 
terms of a percentage of tolerance. The 
appraisal of injury shall be based upon 
the percentage of affected leaf surface 
or the degree of injury. In appraising 
injury, consideration shall be given to 
the normal characteristics of the group 
as related to injury. 

§ 29.3617 Rule 16. 

Normal injury associated with ripe-
ness shall be excluded from injury tol-
erance except when such injury is con-
sidered detrimental to the quality of 
the tobacco. 

§ 29.3618 Rule 17. 

Any lot of tobacco which is not green 
but contains over 30 percent of varie-
gated leaves shall be described as 
‘‘variegated’’ and designated by the 
color symbol ‘‘M.’’ Variegated leaves 
may be included in any group to the 
following extent: In the third quality, 
10 percent; in the fourth quality, 20 
percent; and in the fifth quality, 30 per-
cent. 

§ 29.3619 Rule 18. 

Any lot of tobacco of the B, C, or X 
groups shall be classified as ‘‘mixed’’ 
and designated by the color symbol 
‘‘M’’ when it is not green but contains 
(a) over 30 percent of colors distinctly 
different from the major color or (b) 
over 30 percent of a combination of var-
iegated and colors distinctly different 
from the major color mingled together. 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3620 Rule 19. 

Any lot of tobacco containing 20 per-
cent or more of green leaves or any lot 
which is not crude but contains 20 per-
cent or more of green and crude com-
bined shall be designated by the color 
symbol ‘‘G.’’ 
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§ 29.3621 Rule 20. 

Crude leaves shall not be included in 
any grade of any color except the 
fourth and fifth qualities of the B, C, 
and X groups in green color. Any lot 
containing 20 percent or more of crude 
leaves shall be designated as Non-
descript. 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

§ 29.3622 Rule 21. 

Tobacco damaged under 20 percent 
but which otherwise meets the speci-
fications of a grade shall be treated as 
a subgrade by placing the special factor 
‘‘U’’ after the grademark. Tobacco 
damaged 20 percent or more shall be 
designated ‘‘No-G.’’ 

§ 29.3623 Rule 22. 

Sound tobacco that is wet or in 
doubtful-keeping order but which oth-
erwise meets the specifications of a 
grade shall be treated as a subgrade by 
placing the special factor ‘‘W’’ after 
the grademark. This special factor does 
not apply to tobacco designated ‘‘No- 
G.’’ 

§ 29.3624 Rule 23. 

Special factors ‘‘BH’’ (big heads) and 
‘‘BL’’ (broad leaf) shall be used as fol-
lows: ‘‘BH’’ in types 35 and 36 to des-
ignate tobacco tied in extremely big 
hands and ‘‘BL’’ in type 35 to designate 
broad leaf tobacco. 

§ 29.3625 Rule 24. 

Tobacco shall be designated as No 
Grade, using the grademark ‘‘No-G,’’ 
when it is dirty, nested, offtype, 
semicured, damaged 20 percent or 
more, extremely wet or watered, or 
when it needs to be reworked, contains 
foreign matter, or has an odor foreign 
to the type. 

§ 29.3626 Rule 25. 

Tobacco in strip form which other-
wise meets the specifications of a grade 
shall be treated as a subgrade by plac-
ing the special factor ‘‘S’’ preceding 
the grademark. 

[49 FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

GRADES 

§ 29.3646 Wrappers (A Group). 
This group consists of leaves from 

the Heavy Leaf and the Thin Leaf 
groups. Cured leaves of the A group are 
very elastic, have small- to medium- 
sized and blending fibers, and show a 
low percentage of injury affecting 
wrapper yield. 

Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

A1F ............. Choice Quality Medium-brown Wrappers. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, rich in oil, clear finish, deep color 
intensity elastic, spready, and 20 percent of 
leaves not lower than B2 or C2. 

A2F ............. Fine Quality Medium-brown Wrappers 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, rich in oil, clear finish, deep color 
intensity, elastic, spready and 30 percent of 
leaves not lower than B2 or C2. 

A3F ............. Good Quality Medium-brown Wrappers. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, oily, clear finish, deep color inten-
sity, elastic, normal width, and 40 percent of 
leaves not lower than B3 or C3. 

A1R ............ Choice Quality Reddish-brown Wrappers. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, rich in oil, clear finish, deep color 
intensity, elastic, spready, and 20 percent of 
leaves not lower than B2 or C2. 

A2R ............ Fine Quality Reddish-brown Wrappers. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, rich in oil, clear finish, deep color 
intensity, elastic, spready and 30 percent of 
leaves not lower than B2 or C2. 

A3R ............ Good Quality Reddish-brown Wrappers. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, oily, clear finish, deep color inten-
sity, elastic, normal width, and 40 percent of 
leaves not lower than B3 or C3. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3647 Heavy Leaf (B Group). 
This group consists of leaves which 

are medium to heavy in body and show 
little or no ground injury. 

Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

B1F ............. Choice Quality Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Ripe medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, rich in oil, clear finish, deep color 
intensity, semielastic, spready, 90 percent 
uniform, and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

B2F ............. Fine Quality Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, rich in oil, clear finish, deep color 
intensity, semielastic, spready, 85 percent 
uniform, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

B3F ............. Good Quality Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, medium body, firm leaf structure, 

crepy, oily, normal finish, moderate color in-
tensity, semielastic, normal width 80 percent 
uniform, and 20 percent injury toleance. 
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Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

B4F ............. Fair Quality Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, medium body, close leaf struc-

ture, rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color 
intensity, inelastic, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

B5F ............. Low Quality Medium-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Underripe, medium body, close leaf struc-

ture, rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color 
intensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

B1R ............ Choice Quality Reddish-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Ripe, heavy, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

B2R ............ Fine Quality Reddish-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Ripe, heavy, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semi-elastic, spready, 85 percent uniform, 
and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

B3R ............ Good Quality Reddish-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, heavy, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

oily, normal finish, moderate color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

B4R ............ Fair Quality Reddish-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, heavy, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

B5R ............ Low Quality Reddish-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Underripe, heavy, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

B1D ............ Choice Quality Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Ripe, heavy, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, normal finish, deep color intensity, 
semi-elastic, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

B2D ............ Fine Quality Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Ripe, heavy, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, normal finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, spready 85 percent uniform, 
and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

B3D ............ Good Quality Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, heavy, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

oily, normal finish, moderate color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

B4D ............ Fair Quality Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, heavy, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

B5D ............ Low Quality Dark-brown Heavy Leaf. 
Underripe, heavy, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

B3M ............ Good Quality Mixed Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, medium body, firm leaf structure, 

crepy, oily, normal finish, moderate color in-
tensity, semielastic, normal width, 80 per-
cent uniform, and 20 percent injury toler-
ance. 

B4M ............ Fair Quality Mixed Heavy Leaf. 
Mature, medium body, close leaf struc-

ture, rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color 
intensity, inelastic, narrow, 70 percent uni-
form, and 30 percent injury tolerance. 

B5M ............ Low Quality Mixed Heavy Leaf. 

Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

Underripe, medium body, close leaf struc-
ture, rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color 
intensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

B3G ............ Good Quality Green Heavy Leaf. 
Underripe, heavy, firm leaf structure 

crepy, oily, normal finish, semielastic, nor-
mal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

B4G ............ Fair Quality Green Heavy Leaf. 
Immature, medium body, close leaf struc-

ture, rough, lean in oil, dull finish, inelastic, 
narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 percent 
injury tolerance. 

B5G ............ Low Quality Green Heavy Leaf. 
Immature, medium body, close leaf struc-

ture, rough, lean in oil, dull finish, inelastic, 
narrow, 60 percent uniform, and 40 percent 
injury tolerance. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3648 Thin Leaf (C Group). 
This group consists of leaves that are 

thin to medium in body and show little 
or no ground injury. 

Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

C1L ............. Choice Quality Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

oily, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

C2L ............. Fine Quality Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

oily, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, spready, 85 percent uniform, 
and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

C3L ............. Good Quality Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

oily, normal finish, moderate color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

C4L ............. Fair Quality Light-brown Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

C5L ............. Low Quality Light-brown Thin Leaf 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C1F ............. Choice Quality Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semi-elastic, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

C2F ............. Fine Quality Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semi-elastic, spready, 85 percent uniform, 
and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

C3F ............. Good Quality Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

oily, normal finish, moderate color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 
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Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

C4F ............. Fair Quality Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

C5F ............. Low Quality Medium-brown Thin Leaf. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C1R ............ Choice Quality Reddish-brown Thin Leaf. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semi-elastic, spready, 90 percent uniform, 
and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

C2R ............ Fine Quality Reddish-brown Thin Leaf. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

rich in oil, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semi-elastic, spready, 85 percent uniform, 
and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

C3R ............ Good Quality Reddish-brown Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

oily, normal finish, moderate color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

C4R ............ Fair Quality Reddish-brown Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

C5R ............ Low Quality Reddish-brown Thin Leaf. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C3M ............ Good Quality Mixed Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

oily, normal finish, moderate color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

C4M ............ Fair Quality Mixed Thin Leaf. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

C5M ............ Low Quality Mixed Thin Leaf. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

C3G ............ Good Quality Green Thin Leaf. 
Underripe, medium body, firm leaf struc-

ture, crepy, oily, normal finish, semielastic, 
normal width, 80 percent uniform, and 20 
percent injury tolerance. 

C4G ............ Fair Quality Green Thin Leaf. 
Immature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, inelastic, narrow, 70 
percent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

C5G ............ Low Quality Green Thin Leaf. 
Immature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, inelastic, narrow, 60 
percent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3649 [Reserved] 

§ 29.3650 Lugs (X Group). 
This group consists of leaves that 

normally grow on the lower portions of 
the stalk. Leaves of the X group usu-
ally have a high degree of maturity and 
show ground and other injury char-
acteristic of the group. 

Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

X1L ............. Choice Quality Light-brown Lugs. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

oily, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 90 percent uni-
form, and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

X2L ............. Fine Quality Light-brown Lugs. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

oily, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 85 percent uni-
form, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

X3L ............. Good Quality Light-brown Lugs. 
Mature, thin, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

lean in oil, normal finish, moderate color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4L ............. Fair Quality Light-brown Lugs. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

X5L ............. Low Quality Light-brown Lugs. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

X1F ............. Choice Quality Medium-brown Lugs. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

oily, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 90 percent uni-
form, and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

X2F ............. Fine Quality Medium-brown Lugs. 
Ripe, thin, open leaf structure, smooth, 

oily, clear finish, deep color intensity, 
semielastic, normal width, 85 percent uni-
form, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

X3F ............. Good Quality Medium-brown Lugs. 
Mature, thin, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

lean in oil, normal finish, moderate color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow 80 percent uniform, 
and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4F ............. Fair Quality Medium-brown Lugs. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

X5F ............. Low Quality Medium-brown Lugs. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

X1R ............ Choice Quality Reddish-brown Lugs. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, oily, clear finish, deep color inten-
sity, semielastic, normal width, 90 percent 
uniform, and 10 percent injury tolerance. 

X2R ............ Fine Quality Reddish-brown Lugs. 
Ripe, medium body, open leaf structure, 

smooth, oily, clear finish, deep color inten-
sity, semielastic, normal width, 85 percent 
uniform, and 15 percent injury tolerance. 

X3R ............ Good Quality Reddish-brown Lugs. 
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Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

Mature, medium body, firm leaf structure, 
crepy, lean in oil, normal finish, moderate 
color intensity, inelastic, narrow, 80 percent 
uniform, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4R ............ Fair Quality Reddish-brown Lugs. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

X5R ............ Low Quality Reddish-brown Lugs. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

X3D ............ Good Quality Dark-brown Lugs. 
Mature, medium body, firm leaf structure, 

crepy, lean in oil, normal finish, moderate 
color intensity, inelastic, narrow, 80 percent 
uniform, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4D ............ Fair Quality Dark-brown Lugs. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

X5D ............ Low Quality Dark-brown Lugs. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

X3M ............ Good Quality Mixed Lugs. 
Mature, thin, firm leaf structure, crepy, 

lean in oil, normal finish, moderate color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 80 percent uni-
form, and 20 percent injury tolerance. 

X4M ............ Fair Quality Mixed Lugs. 
Mature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, pale color intensity, in-
elastic, narrow, 70 percent uniform, and 30 
percent injury tolerance. 

X5M ............ Low Quality Mixed Lugs. 
Underripe, thin, close leaf structure, 

rough, lean in oil, dull finish, pale color in-
tensity, inelastic, narrow, 60 percent uni-
form, and 40 percent injury tolerance. 

X3G ............ Good Quality Green Lugs. 
Underripe, medium body, firm leaf struc-

ture, crepy, lean in oil, normal finish, inelas-
tic, narrow, 80 percent uniform, and 20 per-
cent injury tolerance. 

X4G ............ Fair Quality Green Lugs. 
Immature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, inelastic, narrow, 70 
percent uniform, and 30 percent injury toler-
ance. 

X5G ............ Low Quality Green Lugs. 
Immature, thin, close leaf structure, rough, 

lean in oil, dull finish, inelastic, narrow, 60 
percent uniform, and 40 percent injury toler-
ance. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3651 Nondescript (N Group). 
Extremely common tobacco which 

does not meet the minimum specifica-
tions or which exceeds the tolerance of 
the lower grade of any other group ex-
cept Scrap. 

Grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and 
tolerances 

N1L ............. First Quality Light-colored Nondescript. 
Thin to medium body and 60 percent in-

jury tolerance. 
N2L ............. Second Quality Light-colored Nondescript. 

Thin to medium body and over 60 percent 
injury tolerance. 

N1R ............ First Quality Dark-colored Nondescript. 
Thin to heavy body and 60 percent injury 

tolerance. 
N2R ............ Second Quality Dark-colored Nondescript. 

Thin to heavy body and over 60 percent 
injury tolerance. 

N1G ............ First Quality Crude Green Nondescript 
60 percent crude leaves or injury toler-

ance. 
N2G ............ Second Quality Crude Green Nondescript. 

Over 60 percent crude leaves or injury tol-
erance. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

§ 29.3652 Scrap (S Group). 
A byproduct of stemmed and 

unstemmed tobacco. Scrap accumu-
lates from handling tobacco in farm 
buildings, warehouses, packing and 
conditioning plants, and stemmeries. 

Grades Grade name and specifications 

S Scrap. 
Loose, tangled, whole, or broken unstemmed 

leaves; or the web portions of tobacco leaves re-
duced to scrap by any process. 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984] 

SUMMARY OF STANDARD GRADES 

§ 29.3676 Summary of standard grades. 

6 Grades of Wrappers 

A1F A1R 
A2F A2R 
A3F A3R 

21 Grades of Heavy Leaf 

B1F B1R B1D 
B2F B2R B2D 
B3F B3R B3D B3M B3G 
B4F B4R B4D B4M B4G 
B5F B5R B5D B5M B5G 

21 Grades of Thin Leaf 

C1L C1F C1R 
C2L C2F C2R 
C3L C3F C3R C3M C3G 
C4L C4F C4R C4M C4G 
C5L C5F C5R C5M C5G 

24 Grades of Lugs 

X1L X1F X1R 
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1 These standards also apply to Type 53 Ha-
vana seed tobacco. 

X2L X2F X2R 
X3L X3F X3R X3D X3M X3G 
X4L X4F X4R X4D X4M X4G 
X5L X5F X5R X5D X5M X5G 

6 Grades of Nondescript 

N1L N1R N1G 
N2L N2R N2G 

1 Grade of Scrap 

S 

Special factors ‘‘U’’, ‘‘W’’, and ‘‘S’’ may be 
applied to all grades in all types, ‘‘BH’’ to 
grades in types 35 and 36, and ‘‘BL’’ to type 
35. Tobacco not covered by the standard 
grades is designated ‘‘No-G.’’ 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 49 
FR 16759, Apr. 20, 1984; 51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 
1986] 

APPLICABLE STANDARD SIZES 

§ 29.3681 Applicable standard sizes. 
Types 35, 36, 37 and 95 

A1, A2, A3 ............................................................... 2, 3 
B1, B2, B3, B4, B5 .................................................. 1, 2, 3 
C1, C2, C3, C4, C5 ................................................. 1, 2, 3 

[51 FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

KEY TO STANDARD GRADEMARKS 

§ 29.3686 Key to standard grademarks. 

Group Qualities Colors 

A—Wrappers ............... 1— 
Choice.

L—Light brown 

B—Heavy Leaf ............ 2—Fine .. F—Medium brown 
C—Thin Leaf ............... 3—Good R—Reddish brown 
X—Lugs ....................... 4—Fair ... D—Dark brown 
N—Nondescript ........... 5—Low ... M—Mixed 
S—Scrap ..................... ........... G—Green 

[30 FR 9207, July 23, 1965, as amended at 51 
FR 40408, Nov. 7, 1986] 

OFFICIAL STANDARD GRADES FOR WIS-
CONSIN CIGAR-BINDER TOBACCO (U.S. 
TYPES 54 AND 55) 1 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 29.6001 Definitions. 
As used in these standards, the words 

and phrases hereinafter defined shall 
have the indicated meanings so as-
signed. 

§ 29.6002 Air-cured. 
Tobacco cured under natural atmos-

pheric conditions. Artificial heat some-
times is used to control excess humid-
ity during the curing period to prevent 
pole-sweat, pole-burn, and shed-burn in 
damp weather. Air-cured tobacco 
should not carry the odor of smoke or 
fumes resulting from the application of 
artificial heat. 

§ 29.6003 Body. 
The thickness and density of a leaf or 

the weight per unit of surface. (See 
chart.) 

§ 29.6004 Burn. 
The duration of combustion or length 

of time that a tobacco leaf will hold 
fire after ignition. (See Rule 18.) 

§ 29.6005 Case (order). 
The state of tobacco with respect to 

its moisture content. 

§ 29.6006 Class. 
A major division of tobacco based on 

method of cure or principal usage. 

§ 29.6007 Clean. 
Tobacco is described as clean when it 

contains only a normal amount of sand 
or soil particles. Leaves grown on the 
lower portion of the stalk normally 
contain more sand or dirt than those 
from higher stalk positions. (See Rule 
4.) 

§ 29.6008 Condition. 
The state of tobacco which results 

from the method of preparation or 
from the degree of fermentation. Words 
used to describe the condition of to-
bacco are Undried, air-dried, steam- 
dried, sweating, sweated, and aged. 

§ 29.6009 Crude. 
A subdegree of maturity. (See Rule 

15.) 

§ 29.6010 Cured. 
Tobacco dried of its sap by either 

natural or artificial processes. 

§ 29.6011 Damage. 
The effect of mold, must, rot, black 

rot or other fungus or bacterial dis-
eases which attack tobacco in its cured 
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state. Tobacco having the odor of mold, 
must or rot is considered damaged. 
(See Rule 17.) 

§ 29.6012 Dirty. 
The state of tobacco containing an 

abnormal amount of dirt or sand, or to-
bacco to which additional quantities of 
dirt or sand have been added. (See Rule 
17.) 

§ 29.6013 Elasticity. 
The flexible, springy nature of the to-

bacco leaf to recover approximately its 
original size and shape after it has been 
stretched. (See chart.) 

§ 29.6014 Elements of quality. 
Physical characteristics used to de-

termine the quality of tobacco. Words 
selected to describe degrees within 
each element are shown in the chart in 
§ 29.6081. 

§ 29.6015 Foreign matter. 
Any extraneous substance or mate-

rial such as stalks, suckers, straw, 
strings, and rubber bands. (See Rule 
17.) 

§ 29.6016 Form. 
The stage of preparation of tobacco 

such as stemmed or unstemmed. 

§ 29.6017 General quality. 
The quality of tobacco considered in 

relation to the type as a whole. Gen-
eral quality is distinguished from the 
restricted use of the term ‘‘quality’’ 
within a group. 

§ 29.6018 Grade. 
A subdivision of a type according to 

group and quality and to other charac-
teristics when they are of sufficient 
importance to be treated separately. 

§ 29.6019 Grademark. 
In these types a grademark normally 

consists of a letter to indicate group 
and a number to indicate quality. For 
example, B2 means Binder, fair quality. 

§ 29.6020 Group. 
A type division consisting of one or 

more grades based on the general qual-
ity of tobacco. Groups in these types 
are: Binder (B), Stripper (C), Straight 

Stripped (X), Farm Filler (Y), Non-
descript (N), and Scrap (S). 

§ 29.6021 Injury. 
Hurt or impairment from any cause 

except the fungus or bacterial diseases 
which attack tobacco in its cured 
state. (See definition of Damage.) In-
jury to tobacco may be caused by field 
diseases, insects, or weather condi-
tions; insecticides, fungicides, or cell 
growth inhibitors; nutritional defi-
ciencies or excesses; or improper fer-
tilization, harvesting, curing, or han-
dling. Injured tobacco includes dead, 
burnt, hail-cut, torn, broken, frost-
bitten, frozen (see Rule 16), sunburned, 
sun-scalded, bulk-burnt, pole-burnt, 
shed-burnt, pole-sweated, stem-rotted, 
bleached, bruised, discolored, or de-
formed leaves; or tobacco affected by 
wildfire, rust, frogeye, mosaic, root 
rot, wilt, black shank, or other dis-
eases. (See Rule 13.) 

§ 29.6022 Leaf scrap. 
A byproduct of unstemmed tobacco 

Leaf scrap results from handling 
unstemmed tobacco and consists of 
loose and tangled whole or broken 
leaves. 

§ 29.6023 Leaf structure. 
The cell development of a leaf as in-

dicated by its porosity. The degrees 
range from close (slick and tight) to 
open (porous). (See chart.) 

§ 29.6024 Length. 
The linear measurement of cured to-

bacco leaves from the butt of the mid-
rib to the extreme tip. 

§ 29.6025 Lot. 
A pile, basket, bulk, package, or 

other definite unit. 

§ 29.6026 Maturity. 
The degree of ripeness. (See chart.) 

§ 29.6027 Nested. 
Any tobacco which has been loaded, 

packed, or arranged to conceal foreign 
matter or tobacco of inferior grade, 
quality, or condition. Nested includes 
any lot of tobacco which contains for-
eign matter or damaged, injured, tan-
gled, or other inferior tobacco, any of 
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which cannot be readily detected upon 
inspection because of the way the lot is 
packed or arranged. (See Rule 17.) 

§ 29.6028 No Grade. 

A designation applied to a lot of to-
bacco classified as damaged, dirty, 
nested, offtype, semicured, or wet; to-
bacco that is improperly packed, con-
tains foreign matter, or has an odor 
foreign to the type. (See Rules 5 and 
17.) 

§ 29.6029 Offtype. 

Tobacco of distinctly different char-
acteristics which cannot be classified 
as Type 53, 54, or 55. (See Rule 17.) 

§ 29.6030 Package. 

A hogshead, tierce, case, bale, or 
other securely enclosed parcel or bun-
dle. 

§ 29.6031 Packing. 

A lot of tobacco consisting of a num-
ber of packages submitted as one defi-
nite unit for sampling or inspection. It 
is represented to contain the same kind 
of tobacco and has a common identi-
fication number or mark on each pack-
age. 

§ 29.6032 Quality. 

A division of a group or the second 
factor of a grade based on the relative 
degree of one or more elements of qual-
ity. 

§ 29.6033 Raw. 

Tobacco as it appears between the 
time of harvesting and the beginning of 
the curing process. 

§ 29.6034 Semicured. 

Tobacco in the process of being cured 
or which is partially but not thor-
oughly cured. Semicured includes to-
bacco which contains fat stems, wet 
butts, swelled stems, and tobacco hav-
ing frozen stems or stems that have 
not been thoroughly dried in the curing 
process. (See definition of No Grade 
and Rule 17.) 

§ 29.6035 Side. 

A certain phase of quality as con-
trasted with some other phase of qual-

ity or any peculiar characteristic of to-
bacco. 

§ 29.6036 Sound. 

Free of damage. (See Rule 4.) 

§ 29.6037 Stem. 

The midrib or large central vein of a 
tobacco leaf. 

§ 29.6038 Stemmed. 

A form of tobacco, including strips 
and strip scrap, from which the stems 
or midribs have been removed. 

§ 29.6039 Stem rot. 

The deterioration of an uncured or 
frozen stem resulting from bacterial 
action. Although stem rot results from 
bacterial action, it is inactive in cured 
tobacco and is treated as a kind of in-
jury in these types. (See Rule 14.) 

§ 29.6040 Strength (tensile). 

The stress a tobacco leaf can bear 
without tearing. (See chart.) 

§ 29.6041 Strips. 

The sides of a tobacco leaf from 
which the stem has been removed or a 
lot of tobacco composed of strips. 

§ 29.6042 Sweated. 

The condition of tobacco which has 
passed through one or more fermenta-
tions natural to tobacco packed with a 
normal percentage of moisture. This 
condition sometimes is described as 
aged. 

§ 29.6043 Tobacco. 

Tobacco in its unmanufactured forms 
as it appears between the time it is 
cured and stripped from the stalk, or 
primed and cured, and the time it en-
ters a manufacturing process. Condi-
tioning, sweating, and stemming are 
not regarded as manufacturing proc-
esses. 

§ 29.6044 Tobacco products. 

Manufactured tobacco, including 
cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco, 
chewing tobacco, and snuff, which is 
subject to Internal Revenue tax. 
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§ 29.6045 Type. 
A division of a class of tobacco hav-

ing certain common characteristics 
and closely related grades. Tobacco 
which has the same characteristics and 
corresponding qualities, colors, and 
lengths is classified as one type, re-
gardless of any factors of historical or 
geographical nature which cannot be 
determined by an examination of the 
tobacco. 

§ 29.6046 Type 53. 
That type of cigar-leaf tobacco com-

monly known as York State or Havana 
Seed of New York and Pennsylvania, 
produced principally in the Big Flats 
and Onondaga sections of New York 
and extending into Pennsylvania. 

§ 29.6047 Type 54. 
That type of cigar-leaf tobacco com-

monly known as Southern Wisconsin 
Cigar-leaf or Southern Wisconsin Bind-
er-type, produced principally south and 
east of the Wisconsin River. 

§ 29.6048 Type 55. 
That type of cigar-leaf tobacco com-

monly known as Northern Wisconsin 
Cigar-leaf or Northern Wisconsin Bind-
er-type, produced principally north and 
west of the Wisconsin River and ex-
tending into Minnesota. 

§ 29.6049 Undried. 
The condition of unfermented to-

bacco which has not been air-dried or 
steam-dried. 

§ 29.6050 Uniformity. 
A grade requirement designating the 

percentage of a lot which must meet 

the specified degree of each element of 
quality. (See Rule 12.) 

§ 29.6051 Unstemmed. 
A form of tobacco, including whole 

leaf and leaf scrap, from which the 
stems or midribs have not been re-
moved. 

§ 29.6052 Unsweated. 
The condition of cured tobacco which 

has not been sweated. 

§ 29.6053 Wet (high-case). 
Any sound tobacco containing exces-

sive moisture to the extent that it is in 
unsafe or doubtful-keeping order. Wet 
applies to any tobacco which is not 
damaged but which is likely to damage 
if treated in the customary manner. 
(See Rule 17.) 

§ 29.6054 Width. 
The relative breadth of a tobacco leaf 

expressed in relation to its length. (See 
chart.) 

ELEMENTS OF QUALITY 

§ 29.6081 Elements of quality and de-
grees of each element. 

These standardized words or terms 
are used to describe tobacco quality 
and to assist in interpreting grade 
specifications. Tobacco attributes or 
characteristics which constitute qual-
ity are designated as elements of qual-
ity. The range within each element is 
expressed by the use of words or terms 
designated as degrees. These degrees 
are arranged to show their relative 
value, but the actual value of each de-
gree varies with type and group. 

Elements Degrees 

Body ...................................................... Heavy ............................. Medium ........................... Thin. 
Maturity ................................................. Immature ........................ Mature ............................ Ripe. 
Leaf structure ........................................ Close .............................. Firm ................................ Open. 
Elasticity ................................................ Inelastic .......................... Semielastic ..................... Elastic. 
Strength (tensile) ................................... Weak .............................. Normal ............................ Strong. 
Width ..................................................... Narrow ............................ ......do .............................. Spready. 
Length ................................................... (1) .................................... (1) .................................... (1) 
Uniformity .............................................. (2) .................................... (2) .................................... (2) 
Injury tolerance ..................................... (2) .................................... (2) .................................... (2) 

1 Expressed in inches. 
2 Expressed in percentages. 
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RULES 

§ 29.6086 Rules. 
The application of these official 

standard grades shall be in accordance 
with the following rules. 

§ 29.6087 Rule 1. 
Each grade shall be treated as a sub-

division of a particular type. When the 
grade is stated in an inspection certifi-
cate, the type also shall be stated. 

§ 29.6088 Rule 2. 
The determination of grade shall be 

based upon a representative sample or 
a thorough examination of a packing of 
tobacco. 

§ 29.6089 Rule 3. 
The grade of unsorted tobacco shall 

be based upon a representative sample 
of the packing. A minimum of 10 per-
cent of the bundles or bales shall be se-
lected at random for sampling; a higher 
percentage may be sampled at the dis-
cretion of the inspector. To obtain the 
sample, a sufficient amount of tobacco 
shall be drawn to be representative of 
each selected bale. In determining the 
grade, the inspector shall consider the 
quality of all samples. The grade as-
signed shall represent the quality of 
the lot as a whole. 

§ 29.6090 Rule 4. 
Standard grades shall be assigned to 

clean and sound tobacco only. 

§ 29.6091 Rule 5. 
Tobacco leaves shall be placed 

straight in bundles or bales of normal 
weight, size, and shape with the butts 
out and tips overlapping from 6 to 8 
inches or sufficiently to make a level, 
solid, and uniform pack. The sides of 
the bundles shall be completely cov-
ered with paper, or other suitable pro-
tective material, and tightly bound 
with not less than three large twines 
spaced so that the tobacco will be held 
securely together. Improperly packed 
tobacco shall be designated as ‘‘No— 
G.’’ 

§ 29.6092 Rule 6. 
The grade assigned to any lot of to-

bacco shall be a true representation of 

the tobacco at the time of inspection 
and certification. If, at any time, it is 
found that a lot of tobacco does not 
comply with the specifications of the 
grade previously assigned, it shall not 
thereafter be represented as such 
grade. 

§ 29.6093 Rule 7. 
Any lot of tobacco which meets the 

specifications of two grades shall be 
placed in the higher grade. Any lot of 
tobacco on the marginal line between 
two grades shall be placed in the lower 
grade. 

§ 29.6094 Rule 8. 
A lot of tobacco meets the specifica-

tions of a grade when it is not lower in 
any degree of any element of quality 
than the minimum specifications of 
such grade. 

§ 29.6095 Rule 9. 
In determining the grade of a lot of 

tobacco, the lot as a whole shall be 
considered. Minor irregularities which 
do not affect over one percent of the 
tobacco shall be overlooked. 

§ 29.6096 Rule 10. 
Interpretations, the use of specifica-

tions, and the meaning of terms shall 
be in accordance with determinations 
or clarifications made by the Chief of 
the Standardization Branch and ap-
proved by the Director of the Tobacco 
Division, Agricultural Marketing Serv-
ice. 

§ 29.6097 Rule 11. 
The use of any grade may be re-

stricted by the Director during any 
marketing season when it is found that 
the grade is not needed or appears in 
insufficient volume to justify its use. 

§ 29.6098 Rule 12. 
Uniformity shall be expressed in per-

centages. These percentages shall gov-
ern the portion of a lot which must 
meet each specification of the grade; 
the remaining portion must be related. 
Grade specifications state the min-
imum acceptable degree of each ele-
ment of quality. Specified percentages 
of uniformity shall not affect limita-
tions established by other rules. 
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§ 29.6099 Rule 13. 

Injury tolerance shall be expressed in 
percentages. The appraisal of injury 
shall be based upon the percentage of 
affected leaf surface or the degree of 
injury, and consideration shall be given 
to the kinds of injury normal to the 
group or grade. 

§ 29.6100 Rule 14. 

Stem rot shall not exceed 40 percent 
of the specified injury tolerance for 
any grade. 

§ 29.6101 Rule 15. 

In grade specifications the tolerance 
of crude shall apply to the entire leaf 
surface of the lot. 

§ 29.6102 Rule 16. 

In grade specifications frozen shall be 
treated as a separate kind of injury and 
the tolerance shall apply to the entire 
leaf surface of the lot. 

§ 29.6103 Rule 17. 
Tobacco shall be designated as No 

Grade, using the grademark ‘‘No—G,’’ 
when it is damaged, dirty, nested, 
offtype, semicured, wet, improperly 
packed, contains foreign matter, or has 
an odor foreign to the type. 

§ 29.6104 Rule 18. 
Burn shall be determined as the aver-

age burning time of leaves selected at 
random from the sample. A minimum 
of 10 leaves shall be selected as rep-
resentative regardless of the number of 
bundles or bales in the lot. All burn 
tests shall be made in the 
bindercutting area on the same side of 
the leaf. The leaf shall be punctured to 
permit quick ignition when placed over 
a candle, alcohol lamp, or electrical- 
lighting device. Good burn shall aver-
age 6 seconds or longer; fair burn, 3 to 
5 seconds; and poor burn, under 3 sec-
onds. B1 and B2 shall require good burn 
and B3, fair burn. 

GRADES 

§ 29.6126 Binder (B Group). 
Tobacco of this group is of cigar-binder quality from which trash and trashy 

Farm Fillers have been removed. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

B1 .................................................... Fine Quality Binder. Thin, ripe, open, elastic, strong, spready, and 19 inches or over in 
length. Uniformity, 90 percent; injury tolerance, 10 percent. 

B2 .................................................... Fair Quality Binder. Medium body, ripe, open, semielastic, strong, normal width, and 19 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 percent; injury tolerance, 20 percent. 

B3 .................................................... Low Quality Binder. Medium, ripe, firm, semielastic, normal strength and width, and 17 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 70 percent; injury tolerance, 30 percent. 

§ 29.6127 Stripper (C Group). 
This group consists of tobacco from which the trash and trashy Farm Fillers 

have been removed but does not meet the specifications of the Binder group. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

C1 .................................................... Fine Quality Stripper. Heavy, ripe, firm, semielastic, normal strength and width, and 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 90 percent; injury tolerance, 10 percent. 

C2 .................................................... Fair Quality Stripper. Heavy, mature, close, inelastic, normal strength, narrow, and 16 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 80 percent. Tolerances: 5 percent crude, 5 percent 
frozen, and 20 percent injury. 

C3 .................................................... Low Quality Stripper. Heavy, immature, close, inelastic, weak, and narrow. Uniformity, 70 
percent. Tolerances: 10 percent crude, 10 percent frozen, and 30 percent injury. 

§ 29.6128 Straight Stripped (X Group). 
This group consists of unsorted tobacco from which the trash has been removed. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

X1 .................................................... Fine Quality Straight Stripped. Heavy, ripe, firm, semielastic, normal strength and width, 
and 16 inches or over in length. Uniformity, 85 percent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 



157 

Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA § 29.6161 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

X2 .................................................... Fair Quality Straight Stripped. Heavy mature, close, inelastic, normal strength, narrow, and 
16 inches or over in length. Uniformity, 75 percent. Tolerances: 5 percent crude, 5 per-
cent frozen, and 25 percent injury. 

X3 .................................................... Low Quality Straight Stripped. Heavy, immature, close, inelastic, weak, and narrow. Uni-
formity, 60 percent. Tolerances: 10 percent crude, 10 percent frozen, and 40 percent in-
jury. 

§ 29.6129 Farm Filler (Y Group). 
This group consists of tobacco from the lower portion of the stalk and may in-

clude throw out leaves from the Binder and Stripper groups. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

Y1 .................................................... Fine Quality Farm Filler. Thin, ripe, open, semielastic, normal strength and width, and 12 
inches or over in length. Uniformity, 85 percent; injury tolerance, 15 percent. 

Y2 .................................................... Fair Quality Farm Filler. Thin, ripe, firm, inelastic, normal strength, and narrow. Uniformity, 
75 percent. Tolerances: 5 percent crude, 5 percent frozen, and 25 percent injury. 

Y3 .................................................... Low Quality Farm Filler. Thin, mature, close, inelastic, weak, and narrow. Uniformity, 60 
percent. Tolerances: 10 percent crude, 10 percent frozen, and 40 percent injury. 

§ 29.6130 Nondescript (N Group). 
Tobacco which does not meet the minimum specifications or exceeds the toler-

ance of the lowest grade of any other group. 

U.S. grades Grade names, minimum specifications, and tolerances 

N1 .................................................... First Quality Nondescript. Tolerances: 20 percent crude, 20 percent frozen, and 60 percent 
injury. 

N2 .................................................... Second Quality Nondescript. Over 20 percent crude, over 20 percent frozen, or over 60 
percent injury. 

§ 29.6131 Scrap (S Group). 
A byproduct of unstemmed and stemmed tobacco. Scrap accumulates from han-

dling tobacco in farm buildings, warehouses, packing and conditioning plants, 
and stemmeries. 

U.S. grades Grade names and specifications 

S ...................................................... Loose, tangled, whole, or broken unstemmed leaves, or the web portion of tobacco leaves 
reduced to scrap by any process. 

SUMMARY OF STANDARD GRADES 

§ 29.6155 Summary of standard grades. 

Three grades of binder Three grades 
of stripper 

B1 ..................................................................... C1 
B2 ..................................................................... C2 
B3 ..................................................................... C3 

Three grades of straight stripped Three grades 
of farm filler 

X1 ..................................................................... Y1 
X2 ..................................................................... Y2 
X3 ..................................................................... Y3 

Two grades of nondescript One grades 
of scrap 

N1 ..................................................................... S 

Two grades of nondescript One grades 
of scrap 

N2 

Tobacco not covered by standard grades is designated as 
‘‘No-G.’’ 

KEY TO STANDARD GRADEMARKS 

§ 29.6161 Key to standard grademarks. 

Groups Qualities 

B—Binder ...................................................... 1—Fine. 
C—Stripper .................................................... 2—Fair. 
X—Straight Stripped ...................................... 3—Low. 
Y—Farm Filler 
N—Nondescript 
S—Scrap 
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