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the official color grade. Cotton 
classers, designated as such by the Di-
rector, will determine the official leaf 
grade and extraneous matter, and au-
thorized Cotton Program employees 
will determine all fiber property meas-
urements using High Volume Instru-
ments. 

[65 FR 36598, June 9, 2000] 

§ 27.32 Order of classification. 
All cotton for which classifications 

requests shall be pending shall be clas-
sified as far as practicable in the order 
in which proper samples thereof, ready 
for such classification, shall have been 
delivered to the Marketing Services Of-
fice, except as otherwise provided in 
this subpart or when the Area Director 
or the Director shall find that an emer-
gency exists and shall order otherwise. 

[48 FR 49211, Oct. 25, 1983] 

§ 27.33 Exposing of samples for classi-
fication. 

Classification shall not proceed until 
the samples, after being delivered to 
the Marketing Services Office, shall 
have been exposed for such length of 
time as in the judgment of the Area Di-
rector shall be sufficient to put them 
in proper condition for the purpose. 

[48 FR 49211, Oct. 25, 1983] 

§ 27.34 Classification procedure. 
Classification shall proceed as rap-

idly as possible, but not when light or 
other conditions make uncertain the 
accuracy of the results to be obtained. 

§ 27.35 Lower class of two samples to 
prevail. 

In case a sample drawn from one por-
tion of a bale is lower in class than one 
drawn from another portion of such 
bale, except as otherwise provided in 
this subpart, the classification of the 
bale shall be that of the sample show-
ing the lower class. 

§ 27.36 Classification and Micronaire 
determinations based on official 
standards. 

All cotton shall be classified for 
grade and staple length on the basis of 
the official cotton standards of the 
United States for grade and staple 
length in effect at the time of such 

classification. Micronaire determina-
tions for cotton, upon request under 
§ 27.14, § 27.62, or § 27.63 shall be made 
according to the official cotton stand-
ards of the United States for fiber 
fineness and maturity in effect at the 
time of such determinations. 

§ 27.37 Cotton reduced in grade. 
If cotton be reduced in grade, by rea-

son of the presence of extraneous mat-
ter or other irregularities or defects, 
below its grade according to the offi-
cial cotton standards of the United 
States, the grade from which it is so 
reduced, and the condition or reason 
which so reduces its grade shall be de-
termined and stated. 

[25 FR 5872, June 25, 1960] 

§ 27.38 Terms defined for purposes of 
classification. 

For the purposes of classification the 
following terms shall be construed, re-
spectively, to mean: 

(a) Cotton of perished staple. Cotton 
that has the strength of fiber as ordi-
narily found in cotton destroyed or un-
duly reduced through exposure to the 
weather either before picking or after 
baling, or through heating by fire, or 
on account of water packing, or by 
other causes. 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) Gin cut cotton. Cotton that shows 

damage in ginning, through cutting by 
the saws, to an extent that reduces its 
value more than two grades. 

(d) Reginned cotton. Cotton that has 
passed through the ginning process 
more than once, and cotton that, after 
having been ginned, has been subjected 
to a cleaning process and then baled. 

(e) Repacked cotton. Cotton that is 
composed of factors’, brokers’, or other 
samples, or of loose or miscellaneous 
lots collected and rebaled, or cotton in 
a bale which is composed of cotton 
from two or more smaller bales or 
parts of bales that are combined after 
the cotton leaves the gin. 

(f) False packed cotton. Cotton in a 
bale (1) containing substances entirely 
foreign to cotton, (2) containing dam-
aged cotton in the interior with or 
without any indication of such damage 
upon the exterior, (3) composed of good 
cotton upon the exterior and decidedly 
inferior cotton in the interior, in such 
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manner as not to be detected by cus-
tomary examination, or (4) containing 
pickings or linters worked into the 
bale. 

(g) Mixed packed cotton. Cotton in a 
bale which, in the sample taken there-
from, shows (1) a difference of three or 
more grades, or (2) a difference of three 
or more color groups, or (3) a difference 
in length of staple of one-eighth inch 
or more. For purposes of this para-
graph, White Cotton (including the 
Plus grades), Light Gray Cotton, and 
Gray Cotton shall constitute one color 
group, and Light Spotted Cotton, Spot-
ted Cotton, Tinged Cotton, and Yellow 
Stained Cotton shall each constitute a 
color group. 

(h) Water packed cotton. Cotton in a 
bale that has been penetrated by water 
during the baling process, causing dam-
age to the fiber, or a bale that through 
exposure to the weather or by other 
means, while apparently dry on the ex-
terior, has been damaged by water in 
the interior. 

[22 FR 10926, Dec. 28, 1957, as amended at 26 
FR 5945, July 1, 1961; 32 FR 7011, May 9, 1967; 
35 FR 17935, Nov. 21, 1970] 

COTTON CLASS CERTIFICATES 

§ 27.39 Issuance of certificates. 
Except as otherwise provided in this 

section, as soon as practicable after the 
classification of cotton has been com-
pleted by a Marketing Services Office, 
the Marketing Services Office shall 
issue a cotton class certificate showing 
the results of such classification. Each 
certificate shall bear the date of its 
issuance and the name of the Area Di-
rector of the Marketing Services Office 
that classified the cotton. The certifi-
cate shall show the identification of 
the cotton according to the informa-
tion in the possession of the Marketing 
Services Office, the classification of 
the cotton according to its grade and 
length of staple and such other facts as 
the Director may require. As soon as 
practicable after the Micronaire deter-
mination of cotton has been completed 
by an authorized employee of the Cot-
ton Division, upon request under this 
subpart, the results of such determina-
tion shall be certified by the Mar-
keting Services Office or by the Grad-
ing Section on the classification cer-

tificate for the cotton, with the date of 
issuance of the Micronaire determina-
tion, the name of the certifying officer, 
and such other facts as the Director 
may require. When a request is made 
for a review of classification and a 
Micronaire determination, at the same 
time as the request for initial classi-
fication, the Marketing Services Office 
shall notify the Grading Section of the 
results of the classification and the lat-
ter shall review the classification and 
make the Micronaire determination, 
and notify the Marketing Services Of-
fice of the results. The latter shall 
issue a cotton class certificate over the 
signature of the Head, Grading Section 
showing the results of the review clas-
sification (but not the initial classi-
fication), the Micronaire determina-
tion, the date of issuance of the certifi-
cate, and such other facts as the Direc-
tor may require. The certificate of 
classification and Micronaire deter-
mination may be placed directly upon 
the warehouse receipt covering the cot-
ton involved. The Marketing Services 
Office or the Grading Section may au-
thorize an officer of the Service located 
at another point to certify the results 
of any classification or Micronaire de-
termination upon the basis of informa-
tion furnished by them, notwith-
standing any other provisions of this 
section. 

[48 FR 49211, Oct. 25, 1983] 

§ 27.40 New certificates; conditions of 
issuance. 

For the business convenience of a 
holder of a cotton class certificate 
issued under this subpart a new certifi-
cate may be issued at the request of 
the holder, to take the place of the 
former certificate without the reclassi-
fication of the cotton and without a 
new Micronaire determination for the 
cotton. In any case where a new certifi-
cate is issued in accordance with this 
section, the former certificate shall be 
surrendered for cancellation, and such 
new certificate shall bear a new num-
ber, the date of its issuance, and the 
date of original certification, and shall 
otherwise comply with this subpart. 
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