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part 50 of this chapter shall be applica-
ble to such debarment action.

(1) Fraud or misrepresentation. Any
misrepresentation or deceptive or
fraudulent practice or act found to be
made or committed in connection with:

(i) The making or filing of an appli-
cation for any inspection service;

(ii) The submission of samples for in-
spection;

(iii) The use of any inspection report
or any inspection certificate, or appeal
inspection certificate issued under the
regulations in this part;

(iv) The use of the words ‘‘Packed
under continuous inspection of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture,” any leg-
end signifying that the product has
been officially inspected, any state-
ment of grade or words of similar im-
port in the labeling or advertising of
any processed product;

(v) The use of a facsimile form which
simulates in whole or in part any offi-
cial U.S. certificate for the purpose of
purporting to evidence the U.S. grade
of any processed product.

(2) Willful violation of the regulations
in this subpart. Willful violation of the
provisions of this part of the Act.

(i) Country of origin labeling for
packed honey. The use of a label or ad-
vertising material on, or in conjunc-
tion with, packaged honey that bears
any official certificate of quality,
grade mark or statement, continuous
inspection mark or statement, sam-
pling mark or statement, or any com-
bination of the certificates, marks, or
statements of the Department of Agri-
culture is hereby prohibited unless
there appears legibly and permanently
in close proximity (such as on the same
side(s) or surface(s)) to the certificate,
mark, or statement, and in at least a
comparable size, the one or more
names of the one or more countries of
origin of the lot or container of honey,
preceded by the words ‘Product of’ or
other words of similar meaning.

(A) A violation of the requirements
of this section may be deemed by the
Secretary to be sufficient cause for de-
barment from the benefits of the regu-
lations governing inspection and cer-
tification only with respect to honey.

(3) Interfering with an inspector, in-
spector’s aid, or licensed sampler. Any in-
terference with, obstruction of, or at-

§52.58

tempted interference with, or at-
tempted obstruction of any inspector,
inspector’s aide, or licensed sampler in
the performance of his duties by in-
timidation, threat, assault, bribery, or
any other means—real or imagined.

[76 FR 253, Jan. 4, 2011

§52.55 Political activity.

All inspectors and licensed samplers
are forbidden, during the period of
their respective appointments or 1li-
censes, to take an active part in polit-
ical management or in political cam-
paigns. Political activities in city,
county, State, or national elections,
whether primary or regular, or in be-
half of any party or candidate, or any
measure to be voted upon, are prohib-
ited. This applies to all appointees or
licensees, including, but not limited to,
temporary and cooperative employees
and employees on leave of absence with
or without pay. Wilful violation of this
section will constitute grounds for dis-
missal in the case of appointees and
revocation of licenses in the case of li-
censees.

§52.56 Purchase of commodity sam-
ples for review.

Employees are authorized to pur-
chase commodity samples for review.
Employees must pay and obtain re-
ceipts for such purchases and keep re-
ceipts subject to inspection by super-
visory or other authorized Department
employees.

[48 FR 12330, Mar. 24, 1983]

§52.57 Compliance with other laws.

None of the requirements in the regu-
lations in this part shall excuse failure
to comply with any Federal, State,
county, or municipal laws applicable to
the operation of food processing estab-
lishments and to processed food prod-
ucts.

§52.58 Identification.

Each inspector and licensed sampler
shall have in his possession at all times
and present upon request, while on
duty, the means of identification fur-
nished by the Department to such per-
son.
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