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§ 54.1034 OMB control numbers as-
signed pursuant to the Paperwork 
Reduction Act. 

The following control number has 
been assigned to the information col-
lection requirements in 7 CFR part 54, 
subpart C, by the Office of Management 
and Budget pursuant to the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. Chap-
ter 35). 

7 CFR section where 
requirements are described 

Current 
OMB control 

No. 

54.1008(a) ......................................................... 0581–0126 
54.1017 .............................................................. 0581–0126 
54.1018(e) ......................................................... 0581–0126 
54.1019 .............................................................. 0581–0126 
54.1020 .............................................................. 0581–0126 
54.1021 .............................................................. 0581–0126 

PART 56—VOLUNTARY GRADING 
OF SHELL EGGS 

Subpart A—Grading of Shell Eggs 

DEFINITIONS 

Sec. 
56.1 Meaning of words and terms defined. 
56.2 Designation of official certificates, 

memoranda, marks, other identifica-
tions, and devices for purposes of the Ag-
ricultural Marketing Act. 

GENERAL 

56.3 Administration. 
56.4 Basis of grading service. 
56.5 Accessibility of product. 
56.6 Supervision. 
56.7 Nondiscrimination. 
56.8 Other applicable regulations. 
56.9 OMB control number. 

LICENSED AND AUTHORIZED GRADERS 

56.10 Who may be licensed and authorized. 
56.11 Financial interest of graders. 
56.12 Suspension of license; revocation. 
56.13 Cancellation of license. 
56.14 Surrender of license. 
56.15 Political activity. 
56.16 Identification. 
56.17 Equipment and facilities for graders. 
56.18 Schedule of operation of official 

plants. 
56.19 Prerequisites to grading. 

APPLICATION FOR GRADING SERVICE 

56.20 Who may obtain grading service. 
56.21 How application for service may be 

made; conditions of service. 
56.22 Filing of application. 
56.23 Form of application. 
56.24 Rejection of application. 

56.25 Withdrawal of application. 
56.26 Authority of applicant. 
56.27 Order of service. 
56.28 Types of service. 
56.29 Suspension or withdrawal of plant ap-

proval for correctable cause. 
56.30 Application for grading service in offi-

cial plants; approval. 

REPORTS 

56.31 Report of grading work. 
56.32 Information to be furnished to grad-

ers. 
56.33 Report of violations 

IDENTIFYING AND MARKING PRODUCTS 

56.35 Authority to use, and approval of offi-
cial identification. 

56.36 Form of grademark and information 
required. 

56.37 Lot marking of officially identified 
shell eggs. 

56.38 Retention authorities. 

PREREQUISITES TO PACKAGING SHELL EGGS 
IDENTIFIED WITH GRADEMARKS 

56.39 Quality assurance inspector required. 
56.40 Grading requirements of shell eggs 

identified with grademarks. 
56.41 Check grading officially identified 

product. 
56.42–56.43 [Reserved] 

FEES AND CHARGES 

56.45 Payment of fees and charges. 
56.46 On a fee basis. 
56.47 Fees for appeal grading or review of a 

grader’s decision. 
56.49 Travel expenses and other charges. 
56.52 Charges for continuous grading per-

formed on a resident basis. 
56.53 Fees or charges for grading service 

performed under cooperative agreement. 
56.54 Charges for continuous grading per-

formed on a nonresident basis. 

GRADING CERTIFICATES 

56.55 Forms. 
56.56 Issuance. 
56.57 Disposition. 
56.58 Advance information. 

APPEAL OF A GRADING OR DECISION 

56.60 Who may request an appeal grading or 
review of a grader’s decision. 

56.61 Where to file an appeal. 
56.62 How to file an appeal. 
56.63 When an application for an appeal 

grading may be refused. 
56.64 Who shall perform the appeal. 
56.65 Procedures for appeal gradings. 
56.66 Appeal grading certificates. 

DENIAL OF SERVICE 

56.68 Debarment. 
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56.69 Misrepresentation, deceptive, or fraud-
ulent act or practice. 

56.70 Use of facsimile forms. 
56.71 Willful violation of the regulations. 
56.72 Interfering with a grader or employee 

of the AMS. 
56.73 Misleading labeling. 
56.74 Miscellaneous. 

FACILITY REQUIREMENTS 

56.75 Applicability of facility and operating 
requirements. 

56.76 Minimum facility and operating re-
quirements for shell egg grading and 
packing plants. 

56.77 Health and hygiene of personnel. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1621–1627. 

Subpart A—Grading of Shell Eggs 
DEFINITIONS 

§ 56.1 Meaning of words and terms de-
fined. 

For the purpose of the regulations in 
this part, words in the singular shall be 
deemed to import the plural and vice 
versa, as the case may demand. Unless 
the context otherwise requires, the 
terms shall have the following mean-
ing: 

Acceptable means suitable for the pur-
pose intended by the AMS. 

Act means the applicable provisions 
of the Agricultural Marketing Act of 
1946 (60 Stat. 1087, as amended; 7 U.S.C. 
1621 et seq.), or any other act of Con-
gress conferring like authority. 

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the AMS or any other officer 
or employee of the Department to 
whom there has heretofore been dele-
gated, or to whom there may hereafter 
be delegated the authority to act in the 
Administrator’s stead. 

Agricultural Marketing Service or AMS 
means the Agricultural Marketing 
Service of the Department. 

Ambient temperature means the air 
temperature maintained in an egg stor-
age facility or transport vehicle. 

Applicant means any interested per-
son who requests any grading service. 

Auditing services means the act of pro-
viding independent verification of writ-
ten quality assurance and value added 
standards for production, processing 
and distribution of shell eggs. Auditing 
services are performed by graders au-
thorized by the Secretary to perform 
such audits and the service provided 

will be in accordance with the provi-
sions of this part for grading services, 
as appropriate. 

Cage mark means any stain-type 
mark caused by an egg coming in con-
tact with a material that imparts a 
rusty or blackish appearance to the 
shell. 

Case means, when referring to con-
tainers, an egg case, as used in com-
mercial practice in the United States, 
holding 30 dozens of shell eggs. 

Chief of the Grading Branch means the 
Chief of the Grading Branch, Poultry 
Programs, AMS. 

Class means any subdivision of a 
product based on essential physical 
characteristics that differentiate be-
tween major groups of the same kind, 
species, or method of processing. 

Condition means any condition (in-
cluding, but not being limited to, the 
state of preservation, cleanliness, 
soundness, wholesomeness, or fitness 
for human food) of any product which 
affects its merchantability. 

Consumer grades means U.S. Grade 
AA, A, and B. 

Department means the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

Eggs of current production means shell 
eggs that are no more than 21 days old. 

Grademark means the official identi-
fication symbol (shield) used to iden-
tify eggs officially graded according to 
U.S. consumer grade standards. 

Grader means any Federal or State 
employee or the employee of a local ju-
risdiction or cooperating agency to 
whom a license has been issued by the 
Secretary to investigate and certify in 
accordance with the regulations in this 
part, the class, quality, quantity, or 
condition of products. 

Grading or grading service means: (1) 
The act whereby a grader determines, 
according to the regulations in this 
part, the class, quality, quantity, or 
condition of any product by examining 
each unit thereof or each unit of the 
representative sample thereof drawn by 
a grader and issues a grading certifi-
cate with respect thereto, except that 
with respect to grading service per-
formed on a resident basis the issuance 
of a grading certificate shall be pursu-
ant to a request therefor by the appli-
cant or the AMS; (2) the act whereby 
the grader identifies, according to the 
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