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water by plant nutrients, heavy met-
als, or pathogenic organisms and opti-
mizes recycling of nutrients and must 
manage pastures and other outdoor ac-
cess areas in a manner that does not 
put soil or water quality at risk. 

[65 FR 80637, Dec. 21, 2000, as amended at 75 
FR 7193, Feb. 17, 2010] 

§ 205.240 Pasture practice standard. 

The producer of an organic livestock 
operation must, for all ruminant live-
stock on the operation, demonstrate 
through auditable records in the or-
ganic system plan, a functioning man-
agement plan for pasture. 

(a) Pasture must be managed as a 
crop in full compliance with §§ 205.202, 
205.203(d) and (e), 205.204, and 205.206(b) 
through (f). Land used for the produc-
tion of annual crops for ruminant graz-
ing must be managed in full compli-
ance with §§ 205.202 through 205.206. Irri-
gation shall be used, as needed, to pro-
mote pasture growth when the oper-
ation has irrigation available for use 
on pasture. 

(b) Producers must provide pasture in 
compliance with § 205.239(a)(2) and man-
age pasture to comply with the re-
quirements of: § 205.237(c)(2), to annu-
ally provide a minimum of 30 percent 
of a ruminant’s dry matter intake 
(DMI), on average, over the course of 
the grazing season(s); § 205.238(a)(3), to 
minimize the occurrence and spread of 
diseases and parasites; and § 205.239(e) 
to refrain from putting soil or water 
quality at risk. 

(c) A pasture plan must be included 
in the producer’s organic system plan, 
and be updated annually in accordance 
with § 205.406(a). The producer may re-
submit the previous year’s pasture plan 
when no change has occurred in the 
plan. The pasture plan may consist of a 
pasture/rangeland plan developed in co-
operation with a Federal, State, or 
local conservation office: Provided, 
that, the submitted plan addresses all 
of the requirements of § 205.240(c)(1) 
through (8). When a change to an ap-
proved pasture plan is contemplated, 
which may affect the operation’s com-
pliance with the Act or the regulations 
in this part, the producer shall seek 
the certifying agent’s agreement on 
the change prior to implementation. 

The pasture plan shall include a de-
scription of the: 

(1) Types of pasture provided to en-
sure that the feed requirements of 
§ 205.237 are being met. 

(2) Cultural and management prac-
tices to be used to ensure pasture of a 
sufficient quality and quantity is avail-
able to graze throughout the grazing 
season and to provide all ruminants 
under the organic system plan, except 
exempted classes identified in 
§ 205.239(c)(1) through (3), with an aver-
age of not less than 30 percent of their 
dry matter intake from grazing 
throughout the grazing season. 

(3) Grazing season for the livestock 
operation’s regional location. 

(4) Location and size of pastures, in-
cluding maps giving each pasture its 
own identification. 

(5) The types of grazing methods to 
be used in the pasture system. 

(6) Location and types of fences, ex-
cept for temporary fences, and the lo-
cation and source of shade and the lo-
cation and source of water. 

(7) Soil fertility and seeding systems. 
(8) Erosion control and protection of 

natural wetlands and riparian areas 
practices. 

[75 FR 7194, Feb. 17, 2010] 

§§ 205.241–205.269 [Reserved] 

§ 205.270 Organic handling require-
ments. 

(a) Mechanical or biological methods, 
including but not limited to cooking, 
baking, curing, heating, drying, mix-
ing, grinding, churning, separating, 
distilling, extracting, slaughtering, 
cutting, fermenting, eviscerating, pre-
serving, dehydrating, freezing, chilling, 
or otherwise manufacturing, and the 
packaging, canning, jarring, or other-
wise enclosing food in a container may 
be used to process an organically pro-
duced agricultural product for the pur-
pose of retarding spoilage or otherwise 
preparing the agricultural product for 
market. 

(b) Nonagricultural substances al-
lowed under § 205.605 and nonorgani-
cally produced agricultural products 
allowed under § 205.606 may be used: 

(1) In or on a processed agricultural 
product intended to be sold, labeled, or 
represented as ‘‘organic,’’ pursuant to 
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