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SOURCE: 75 FR 43034, July 23, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A–General Provisions 

DEFINITIONS 

§ 63.1 Act. 

Act means section 375 of the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development 
Act, 7 U.S.C. 2008j, as amended by sec-
tion 11009 of the Food, Conservation, 
and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. L. 110– 
246). 

§ 63.2 Board. 

Board means National Sheep Indus-
try Improvement Center Board of Di-
rectors established under § 63.100. 

§ 63.3 Department or USDA. 

Department or USDA means the 
United States Department of Agri-
culture. 

§ 63.4 Eligible entity. 

Eligible entity means an entity that 
promotes the betterment of the United 
States sheep or goat industries and 
that is a public, private, or cooperative 
organization; an association, including 
a corporation not operated for profit; a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe; or a 
public or quasi-public agency. 

§ 63.5 Eligible organization. 

Eligible organization means any na-
tional organization that meets the cri-
teria provided for in § 63.105 as being el-
igible to submit nominations for mem-
bership on the Board. 

§ 63.6 Fiscal year. 

Fiscal year means a calendar year or 
any other 12 month period as deter-
mined by the Board. 

§ 63.7 Fund. 

Fund means the NSIIC Revolving 
Fund established in the United States 
Department of the Treasury that is 
available to the NSIIC without fiscal 
year limitation, to carry out the pro-
grams and activities authorized under 
the Act. 

§ 63.8 NSIIC. 
NSIIC or Center means the National 

Sheep Industry Improvement Center 
established under § 63.200. 

§ 63.9 Part. 
Part means the rules and regulations 

issued pursuant to the Act that appear 
in part 63 of title 7 of the Code of Fed-
eral Regulations. 

§ 63.10 Secretary. 
Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-

riculture of the United States or any 
other officer or employee of the De-
partment to whom authority has here-
tofore been delegated, or to whom au-
thority may hereafter be delegated, to 
act in the Secretary’s stead. 

§ 63.11 Under Secretary for Rural De-
velopment. 

Under Secretary for Rural Development 
means the Under Secretary for Rural 
Development of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, or any other officer or em-
ployee of the Department designated 
by the Under Secretary to act in the 
Under Secretary’s stead. 

§ 63.12 Under Secretary for Research, 
Education, and Economics. 

Under Secretary for Research, Edu-
cation, and Economics means the Under 
Secretary for Research, Education, and 
Economics of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, or any other officer or em-
ployee of the Department designated 
by the Under Secretary to act in the 
Under Secretary’s stead. 

§ 63.13 United States. 
United States means collectively the 

50 States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the 
territories and possessions of the 
United States. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

§ 63.100 Establishment and member-
ship. 

There is hereby established a Na-
tional Sheep Industry Improvement 
Center Board. The Board is composed 
of seven voting members and two non- 
voting members. Voting members of 
the Board shall be appointed by the 
Secretary from nominations submitted 
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in accordance with this part. The 
Board shall consist of the following: 

(a) Voting members. (1) Four members 
shall be active producers of sheep or 
goats in the United States; 

(2) Two members shall have expertise 
in finance and management; and 

(3) One member shall have expertise 
in lamb, wool, goat, or goat product 
marketing. 

(b) Non-voting members. (1) One mem-
ber shall be the Under Secretary of Ag-
riculture for Rural Development, 
USDA; and 

(2) One member shall be the Under 
Secretary for Research, Education, and 
Economics, USDA. 

§ 63.101 Nominations. 

All nominations authorized under 
this section shall be made in the fol-
lowing manner: 

(a) Nominations shall be obtained by 
the Secretary from national organiza-
tions eligible under § 63.105. An eligible 
organization shall submit to the Sec-
retary for consideration at least two 
nominations for one or more voting 
member seats on the Board. If two 
nominations for each voting member 
seat are not submitted by such organi-
zation(s), then the Secretary may so-
licit nominations from other sources. 

(b) After the establishment of the ini-
tial Board, USDA shall announce when 
a vacancy does or will exist. Nomina-
tion for subsequent Board members 
shall be submitted to the Secretary not 
less than sixty (60) days prior to the ex-
piration of the terms of the members 
whose terms are expiring, in the man-
ner as described in this section. In the 
case of vacancies due to reasons other 
than the expiration of a term of office, 
successor Board members shall be ap-
pointed pursuant to § 63.104. 

(c) If more than one eligible organi-
zation exists, they may caucus and 
jointly nominate at least two qualified 
persons for each position. If joint 
agreement is not reached with respect 
to any such nominations, or if no cau-
cus is held, each eligible organization 
may submit to the Secretary at least 
two nominees for each appointment to 
be made. 

§ 63.102 Nominee’s agreement to serve. 

Any person nominated to serve on 
the Board shall file with the Secretary 
at the time of the nomination a writ-
ten agreement to: 

(a) Serve on the Board if appointed; 
(b) Disclose any relationship that 

may create a conflict of interest under 
§ 63.112; and 

(c) Withdraw from participation in 
deliberations, decision-making, or vot-
ing on matters which concern any rela-
tionship disclosed under paragraph (b) 
of this section. 

§ 63.103 Appointment. 

From the nominations made pursu-
ant to § 63.101, the Secretary shall ap-
point the members of the Board. 

§ 63.104 Vacancies. 

To fill any vacancy occasioned by the 
death, removal, resignation, or dis-
qualification of any member of the 
Board, the Secretary shall appoint a 
successor from the most recent list of 
nominations for the position or the 
Secretary shall request nominations 
for a successor pursuant to § 63.101 and 
such successor shall be appointed pur-
suant to § 63.103. 

§ 63.105 Nominating organizations. 

(a) In general. Nominations for voting 
members of the Board may be sub-
mitted by any national organization 
that the Secretary determines meets 
the eligibility criteria established 
under paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Basis for eligibility. A national or-
ganization is eligible to submit nomi-
nations for voting members on the 
Board if: 

(1) The membership of the organiza-
tion consists primarily of active sheep 
or goat producers in the United States; 
and 

(2) The primary interest of the orga-
nization is the production of sheep or 
goats in the United States. 

§ 63.106 Term of office. 

(a) The voting members of the Board 
shall serve for a term of three years; 
except that persons (other than the 
chairperson) appointed to the initial 
Board shall serve staggered terms of 
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