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COUNTRY OF ORIGIN NOTIFICATION

§65.300 Country of origin notification.

In providing notice of the country of
origin as required by the Act, the fol-
lowing requirements shall be followed
by retailers:

(a) General. Labeling of covered com-
modities offered for sale whether indi-
vidually, in a bulk bin, carton, crate,
barrel, cluster, or consumer package
must contain country of origin as set
forth in this regulation.

(b) Exemptions. Food service estab-
lishments as defined in §65.135 are ex-
empt from labeling under this subpart.

(c) Ezxclusions. A covered commodity
is excluded from this subpart if it is an
ingredient in a processed food item as
defined in §65.220.

(d) Labeling Covered Commodities of
United States Origin. A covered com-
modity may bear a declaration that
identifies the United States as the sole
country of origin at retail only if it
meets the definition of United States
country of origin as defined in §65.260.

(e) Labeling Muscle Cut Covered Com-
modities of Multiple Countries of Origin
that include the United States. (1) For
muscle cut covered commodities de-
rived from animals that were born in
Country X or (as applicable) Country
Y, raised and slaughtered in the United
States, and were not derived from ani-
mals imported for immediate slaughter
as defined in §65.180, the origin may be
designated as Product of the United
States, Country X, and (as applicable)
Country Y.

(2) For muscle cut covered commod-
ities derived from animals born, raised,
and slaughtered in the U.S. that are
commingled during a production day
with muscle cut covered commodities
described in §65.300(e)(1), the origin
may be designated as Product of the
United States, Country X, and (as ap-
plicable) Country Y.

(3) If an animal was imported into
the TUnited States for immediate
slaughter as defined in §65.180, the ori-
gin of the resulting meat products de-
rived from that animal shall be des-
ignated as Product of Country X and
the United States.

(4) For muscle cut covered commod-
ities derived from animals that are
born in Country X or Country Y, raised
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and slaughtered in the United States,
that are commingled during a produc-
tion day with muscle cut covered com-
modities that are derived from animals
that are imported into the United
States for immediate slaughter as de-
fined in §65.180, the origin may be des-
ignated as Product of the TUnited
States, Country X, and (as applicable)
Country Y. In each case of paragraphs
(e)(1), (e)?2), and (e)(4) of this section,
the countries may be listed in any
order. In addition, the origin declara-
tion may include more specific infor-
mation related to production steps pro-
vided records to substantiate the
claims are maintained and the claim is
consistent with other applicable Fed-
eral legal requirements.

(f) Labeling Imported Covered Commod-
ities. Imported covered commodities for
which origin has already been estab-
lished as defined by this law (e.g., born,
raised, and slaughtered or produced)
and for which no production steps have
occurred in the United States, shall re-
tain their origin, as declared to U.S.
Customs and Border Protection at the
time the product entered the United
States, through retail sale.

(g) Labeling Commingled Covered Com-
modities. In the case of perishable agri-
cultural commodities; peanuts; pecans;
ginseng; and macadamia nuts: For im-
ported covered commodities that have
not subsequently been substantially
transformed in the United States that
are commingled with covered commod-
ities sourced from a different origin
that have not been substantially trans-
formed (as established by CBP) in the
United States, and/or covered commod-
ities of United States origin, the dec-
laration shall indicate the countries of
origin in accordance with existing Fed-
eral legal requirements.

(h) Labeling Ground Beef, Ground
Pork, Ground Lamb, Ground Goat, and
Ground Chicken. The declaration for
ground beef, ground pork, ground lamb,
ground goat, and ground chicken cov-
ered commodities shall list all coun-
tries of origin contained therein or
that may be reasonably contained
therein. In determining what is consid-
ered reasonable, when a raw material
from a specific origin is not in a proc-
essor’s inventory for more than 60
days, that country shall no longer be
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included as a possible country of ori-
gin.

(i) Remotely Purchased Products. For
sales of a covered commodity in which
the customer purchases a covered com-
modity prior to having an opportunity
to observe the final package (e.g.,
Internet sales, home delivery sales,
etc.), the retailer may provide the
country of origin notification either on
the sales vehicle or at the time the
product is delivered to the consumer.

§65.400 Labeling.

(a) Country of origin declarations can
either be in the form of a placard, sign,
label, sticker, band, twist tie, pin tag,
or other format that allows consumers
to identify the country of origin. The
declaration of the country of origin of
a product may be in the form of a
statement such as ‘“‘Product of USA,”
“Produce of the USA”, or ‘“‘Grown in
Mexico,” may only contain the name of
the country such as “USA” or ‘“‘Mex-
ico,” or may be in the form of a check
box provided it is in conformance with
other Federal labeling laws.

(b) The declaration of the country of
origin (e.g., placard, sign, label, stick-
er, band, twist tie, pin tag, or other
display) must be legible and placed in a
conspicuous location, so as to render it
likely to be read and understood by a
customer under normal conditions of
purchase.

(c) The declaration of country of ori-
gin may be typed, printed, or hand-
written provided it is in conformance
with other Federal labeling laws and
does not obscure other labeling infor-
mation required by other Federal regu-
lations.

(d) A bulk container (e.g., display
case, shipper, bin, carton, and barrel)
used at the retail level to present prod-
uct to consumers, may contain a cov-
ered commodity from more than one
country of origin provided all possible
origins are listed.

(e) In general, country abbreviations
are not acceptable. Only those abbre-
viations approved for use under Cus-
toms and Border Protection rules, reg-
ulations, and policies, such as “U.K.”
for ‘“The United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland”,
“Luxemb” for Luxembourg, and “U.S.
or USA” for the ‘United States of
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America’ are acceptable. The adjec-
tival form of the name of a country
may be used as proper notification of
the country of origin of imported com-
modities provided the adjectival form
of the name does not appear with other
words so as to refer to a kind or species
of product. Symbols or flags alone may
not be used to denote country of origin.
(f) Domestic and imported perishable
agricultural commodities, peanuts, pe-
cans, macadamia nuts, and ginseng
may use State, regional, or locality
label designations in lieu of country of
origin labeling. Abbreviations may be
used for state, regional, or locality
label designations for these commod-
ities whether domestically harvested
or imported wusing official TUnited
States Postal Service abbreviations or
other abbreviations approved by CBP.

RECORDKEEPING

§65.500 Recordkeeping requirements.

(a) General. (1) All records must be
legible and may be maintained in ei-
ther electronic or hard copy formats.
Due to the variation in inventory and
accounting documentary systems, var-
ious forms of documentation and
records will be acceptable.

(2) Upon request by USDA represent-
atives, suppliers and retailers subject
to this subpart shall make available to
USDA representatives, records main-
tained in the normal course of business
that verify an origin claim. Such
records shall be provided within 5 busi-
ness days of the request and may be
maintained in any location.

(b) Responsibilities of suppliers. (1) Any
person engaged in the business of sup-
plying a covered commodity to a re-
tailer, whether directly or indirectly,
must make available information to
the buyer about the country(ies) of ori-
gin of the covered commodity. This in-
formation may be provided either on
the product itself, on the master ship-
ping container, or in a document that
accompanies the product through re-
tail sale. In addition, the supplier of a
covered commodity that is responsible
for initiating a country(ies) of origin
claim, which in the case of beef, lamb,
chicken, goat, and pork is the slaugh-
ter facility, must possess records that
are necessary to substantiate that
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