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Neutralize. To prevent the establish-
ment of a plant pest by killing it, steri-
lizing it, preventing its development 
from an immature stage, or preventing 
its emergence from its host. 

Plant Protection and Quarantine 
(PPQ). The Plant Protection and Quar-
antine program of APHIS. 

PPQ Treatment Manual. A document 
that contains treatment schedules that 
are approved by the Administrator for 
use under this part. The Treatment 
Manual is available on the Internet at 
(http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ 
importlexport/plants/manuals/ 
index.shtml) or by contacting the Ani-
mal and Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice, Plant Protection and Quarantine, 
Manuals Unit, 92Thomas Johnson 
Drive, Suite 200, Frederick, MD 21702. 

Quick freeze. A commercially accept-
able method of quick freezing at sub-
zero temperatures with subsequent 
storage and transportation at not high-
er than 20 °F. Methods that accomplish 
this are known as quick freezing, sharp 
freezing, cold pack, or frozen pack, but 
may be any equivalent commercially 
acceptable freezing method. 

Section 18 of Federal Insecticide, Fun-
gicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA). An 
emergency exemption granted by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
to Federal or State agencies author-
izing an unregistered use of a pesticide 
for a limited time. 

Vacuum fumigation. Fumigation per-
formed in a gas-tight enclosure. Most 
air in the enclosure is removed and re-
placed with a small amount of fumi-
gant. The reduction in pressure reduces 
the required duration of the treatment. 

[75 FR 4241, Jan. 26, 2010, as amended at 76 
FR 60360, Sept. 29, 2011] 

§ 305.2 Approved treatments. 
(a) Certain commodities or articles 

require treatment, or are subject to 
treatment, prior to interstate move-
ment within the United States or im-
portation or entry into the United 
States. Treatment is required as indi-
cated in parts 301, 318, and 319 of this 
chapter, on a permit, or by an inspec-
tor. 

(b) Treatments may only be adminis-
tered in accordance with the require-
ments of this part and in accordance 
with treatment schedules approved by 

the Administrator as effective at neu-
tralizing quarantine pests. The treat-
ment schedules found in the PPQ 
Treatment Manual have been approved 
by the Administrator. Treatment 
schedules may be added to the PPQ 
Treatment Manual in accordance with 
§ 305.3. Treatment schedules may also 
be approved by the Administrator in 
accordance with paragraph (c) of this 
section. 

(c) Persons who wish to have a treat-
ment schedule approved by the Admin-
istrator as effective at neutralizing a 
quarantine pest or pests may apply for 
approval by submitting the treatment 
schedule, along with any supporting in-
formation and data, to the Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Plant 
Protection and Quarantine, Center for 
Plant Health Science and Technology, 
1730 Varsity Drive, Suite 400, Raleigh, 
NC 27606–5202. Upon receipt of such an 
application, the Administrator will re-
view the schedule and the supporting 
information and data and respond with 
approval or denial of the treatment 
schedule. If the Administrator deter-
mines the treatment schedule to be of 
potential general use, the Adminis-
trator may add the new treatment 
schedule to the PPQ Treatment Man-
ual or revise an existing schedule, as 
appropriate, in accordance with § 305.3. 

(d) APHIS is not responsible for 
losses or damages incurred during 
treatment and recommends that a sam-
ple be treated first before deciding 
whether to treat the entire shipment. 

[75 FR 4241, Jan. 26, 2010, as amended at 76 
FR 60360, Sept. 29, 2011] 

§ 305.3 Processes for adding, revising, 
or removing treatment schedules in 
the PPQ Treatment Manual. 

(a) Normal process for adding, revising, 
or removing treatment schedules. Unless 
there is a need to immediately add, re-
vise, or remove a treatment schedule, 
as provided in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section, a treatment schedule may be 
added to the PPQ Treatment Manual, 
revised, or removed from the PPQ 
Treatment Manual as follows: 

(1) Notice of change to treatment sched-
ule. APHIS will publish in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER a notice describing the rea-
sons we have determined that it is nec-
essary to add, revise, or remove a 
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treatment schedule and, if necessary, 
making available the new or revised 
treatment schedule as it would be 
added to the PPQ Treatment Manual. 
In our notice, we will provide for a pub-
lic comment period on the new or re-
vised treatment schedule or on the re-
moval of the treatment schedule from 
the PPQ Treatment Manual. 

(2) Response to comments. (i) APHIS 
will issue a notice after the close of the 
public comment period indicating that 
the treatment schedule specified in the 
initial notice will be added to the PPQ 
Treatment Manual, revised as de-
scribed in the notice, or removed from 
the PPQ Treatment Manual if: 

(A) No comments were received on 
the notice; 

(B) The comments on the notice sup-
ported our action; or 

(C) The comments on the notice were 
evaluated but did not change our deter-
mination that it is necessary to add, 
revise, or remove the treatment sched-
ule, as described in the notice. 

(ii) If the notice issued after the close 
of the public comment period indicates 
that a change will be made to the PPQ 
Treatment Manual, APHIS will make 
available a new version of the PPQ 
Treatment Manual that reflects the ad-
dition, revision, or removal of the par-
ticular treatment schedule. 

(iii) If comments present information 
that causes us to determine that the 
change described in the notice is not 
appropriate, APHIS will issue a notice 
informing the public of this determina-
tion after the close of the comment pe-
riod. 

(b) Process for immediately adding, re-
vising, or removing treatment schedules. 
Treatment schedules may be imme-
diately added to the PPQ Treatment 
Manual, revised, or removed from the 
PPQ Treatment Manual under the cir-
cumstances described in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section and in accordance 
with the process described in para-
graphs (b)(2) and (b)(3) of this section. 

(1) Circumstances in which the imme-
diate process may be used. Treatment 
schedules may be immediately added 
to the PPQ Treatment Manual, revised, 
or removed from the PPQ Treatment 
Manual if any of the following cir-
cumstances apply: 

(i) PPQ has determined that an ap-
proved treatment schedule is ineffec-
tive at neutralizing the targeted plant 
pest(s); 

(ii) PPQ has determined that, in 
order to neutralize the targeted plant 
pest(s), the treatment schedule must be 
administered using a different process 
than was previously used; 

(iii) PPQ has determined that a new 
treatment schedule is effective, based 
on efficacy data, and that ongoing 
trade in an article or articles may be 
adversely impacted unless the new 
treatment schedule is approved for use; 
or 

(iv) The use of a treatment schedule 
is no longer authorized by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency or by 
any other Federal entity. 

(2) Process for immediate change to 
treatment schedules. If PPQ determines 
that one or more of the circumstances 
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section ap-
plies and that it is necessary to take 
immediate action, APHIS will publish 
in the FEDERAL REGISTER a notice de-
scribing the reasons we have deter-
mined that it is necessary to imme-
diately add, revise, or remove a treat-
ment schedule and, if necessary, mak-
ing available the new or revised treat-
ment schedule as it has been added to 
the PPQ Treatment Manual. Treat-
ment schedules that have been added 
to the PPQ Treatment Manual or re-
vised under this process will be identi-
fied in the PPQ Treatment Manual as 
having been added or revised through 
the immediate process described in this 
paragraph (b). The PPQ Treatment 
Manual will indicate that these treat-
ment schedules are subject to change 
or removal based on public comment. 
In our notice, we will provide for a pub-
lic comment period on the new or re-
vised treatment schedule or on the re-
moval of the treatment schedule from 
the PPQ Treatment Manual. 

(3) Response to comments. (i) APHIS 
will issue a notice after the close of the 
public comment period affirming the 
action described in the initial notice if: 

(A) No comments were received on 
the notice; 

(B) The comments on the notice sup-
ported our action; or 
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(C) The comments on the notice were 
evaluated but did not change our deter-
mination that it was necessary to add, 
revise, or remove the treatment sched-
ule, as described in the notice. 

(ii) If the notice issued after the close 
of the public comment period indicates 
that the initial change to the PPQ 
Treatment Manual is affirmed, APHIS 
will make available a new version of 
the PPQ Treatment Manual that will 
reflect the addition, revision, or re-
moval of the particular treatment 
schedule in the main body of the PPQ 
Treatment Manual. 

(iii) If comments present information 
that causes us to determine that it is 
necessary to change a treatment sched-
ule added to the PPQ Treatment Man-
ual under this process or to further re-
vise a treatment schedule that was re-
vised under this process, APHIS will 
publish a notice in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER informing the public of this de-
termination after the close of the com-
ment period and will revise the treat-
ment schedule accordingly. 

(iv) If comments present information 
that causes us to determine that the 
change described in the initial notice 
was not appropriate, APHIS will pub-
lish a notice in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
informing the public of this determina-
tion after the close of the comment pe-
riod and will, if necessary, remove the 
new or revised treatment schedule 
from the separate section of the PPQ 
Treatment Manual. 

§ 305.4 Monitoring and certification of 
treatments. 

(a) All treatments approved under 
part 305 are subject to monitoring and 
verification by APHIS. 

(b) Any treatment performed outside 
the United States must be monitored 
and certified by an inspector or an offi-
cial authorized by APHIS. During the 
entire interval between treatment and 
export, the consignment must be 
stored and handled in a manner that 
prevents any infestation by pests and 
noxious weeds. 

§ 305.5 Chemical treatment require-
ments. 

(a) Certified facility. The fumigation 
treatment facility must be certified by 
APHIS. Facilities are required to be in-

spected and recertified annually, or as 
often as APHIS directs, depending upon 
treatments performed, commodities 
handled, and operations conducted at 
the facility. In order to be certified, a 
fumigation facility must: 

(1) Be capable of administering the 
required dosage range for the required 
duration and at the appropriate tem-
perature, as specified in the treatment 
schedules in the PPQ Treatment Man-
ual or in another treatment schedule 
approved in accordance with § 305.2. 

(2) Be adequate to contain the fumi-
gant and be constructed from material 
that is not reactive to the fumigant. 

(3) For vacuum fumigation facilities, 
be constructed to withstand required 
negative pressure. 

(b) Monitoring. Treatment must be 
monitored by an official authorized by 
APHIS to ensure proper administration 
of the treatment, including that the 
correct amount of gas reaches the tar-
get organism and that an adequate 
number and placement of blowers, fans, 
sampling tubes, or monitoring lines are 
used in the treatment enclosure. An of-
ficial authorized by APHIS approves, 
adjusts, or rejects the treatment. 

(c) Treatment procedures. (1) To kill 
the pest, all chemical applications 
must be administered in accordance 
with an Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) approved pesticide label 
and the APHIS-approved treatment 
schedule prescribed in the PPQ Treat-
ment Manual or in another treatment 
schedule approved in accordance with 
§ 305.2. If EPA cancels approval for the 
use of a pesticide on a commodity, then 
the treatment schedule prescribed in 
the PPQ Treatment Manual or ap-
proved in accordance with § 305.2 is no 
longer authorized for that commodity. 
If the commodity is not listed on the 
pesticide label and/or included in a 
Federal quarantine or crisis exemption 
in accordance with FIFRA section 18, 
then no chemical treatment is avail-
able. 

(2) Temperature/concentration read-
ings must be taken for items known to 
be sorptive or whose sorptive prop-
erties are unknown when treatment is 
administered in chambers at normal 
atmospheric pressure. 

(3) Unless otherwise specified in the 
PPQ Treatment Manual or in another 
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