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7 CFR Ch. V (1–1–12 Edition) Pt. 520 

ARS, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, DC 20250. 

PART 520—PROCEDURES FOR IM-
PLEMENTING NATIONAL ENVI-
RONMENTAL POLICY ACT 

Sec. 
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520.6 Preparation of an Environmental As-

sessment (EA). 
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AUTHORITY: National Environmental Pol-
icy Act (NEPA) as amended, 42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.; E.O. 11514, 34 FR 4247, as amended by 
E.O. 11991, 42 FR 26927; E.O. 12144, 44 FR 11957; 
5 U.S.C. 301; 40 CFR 1500–1508. 

SOURCE: 51 FR 34191, Sept. 25, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 520.1 General statement. 

These procedures assure that re-
search and other activities of the Agri-
cultural Research Service (ARS) com-
ply with the intent of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) 
and appropriate regulations imple-
menting this Act. These procedures in-
corporate and supplement, and are not 
a substitute for, CEQ regulations under 
40 CFR parts 1500–1508, and Department 
of Agriculture NEPA Policies and Pro-
cedures under 7 CFR part 1b. ARS con-
ducts and supports research as author-
ized by legislation to support one of 
the USDA goals of assuring adequate 
supplies of high quality food and fiber. 
Information generated through such 
research often forms the basic data 
needed to assess the impact of a new 
technology upon the environment. 
Large scale projects simulating com-
mercial practices are normally imple-
mented in cooperation with other agen-
cies of the Federal or State Govern-
ments. 

§ 520.2 Definition. 

Control Agents mean biological mate-
rial or chemicals which are intended to 
enhance the production efficiency of an 
agricultural crop or animal such as 
through elimination of a pest. 

§ 520.3 Policy. 

(a) It is ARS policy to comply with 
the provisions of NEPA and related 
laws and policies. 

(b) Environmental documents should 
be concise, written in plain language, 
and address the issues pertinent to the 
decision being made. 

(c) Environmental documents may be 
substituted or combined with other re-
ports which serve to facilitate deci-
sionmaking. 

(d) Costs of analyses and environ-
mental documents are to be planned 
for during the budgetary process for 
the plan, program, or project. Special 
provisions for financing NEPA process 
activities which are unanticipated and 
extraordinary may be made in the Of-
fice of the Administrator of ARS. 

(e) ARS personnel will cooperate 
with other agencies, States, contrac-
tors, or other entities proposing to un-
dertake activities involving the ARS to 
assure that NEPA considerations are 
addressed early in the planning process 
to avoid delays and conflicts as re-
quired by 40 CFR 1501.2. 

(f) For some activities, project par-
ticipants outside ARS may be required 
to provide data and documentation. 
When an applicant or contractor pre-
pares an environmental assessment 
(EA) or a contractor prepares an envi-
ronmental impact statement (EIS), the 
activities shall be carried out accord-
ing to 40 CFR 1506.5. 

(g) Environmental documents, deci-
sion notices, and records of decision 
must be made available for review by 
the public. There shall be an early and 
open process for determining the scope 
of issues to be addressed in the envi-
ronmental analysis process (40 CFR 
1501.7). 

(h) The concepts of tiering to elimi-
nate repetitive discussions applicable 
to EIS’s (40 CFR part 1502) are also ap-
plicable to EA’s. 

(i) ARS personnel may adopt an ex-
isting EA or EIS when a proposed ac-
tion is substantially the same as the 
action for which the existing EA or EIS 
was prepared (40 CFR 1506.3 (b)). 

(j) ARS personnel may incorporate 
by reference any existing documents in 
order to reduce the bulk of an EA or 
EIS (40 CFR 1502.21). 
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