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to alternate members. Three of the 
members, referred to in this part as 
‘‘producer members’’, shall be pro-
ducers or officers or employees of pro-
ducers, and shall not be handlers, or di-
rectors, officers, or employees exer-
cising a supervisory or managerial 
function of a handler. The six remain-
ing members, referred to in this part as 
‘‘producer-handlers’’, shall be selected 
from (a) handlers, or directors, officers 
or employees of a handler, or (b) pro-
ducers who are also handlers or direc-
tors, officers or employees exercising a 
supervisory or managerial function of a 
handler. The Committee, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, may issue 
rules and regulations covering matters 
of eligibility for producer members, or 
revising the composition of the Com-
mittee prescribed in this section if it 
no longer is representative following a 
substantial change in the industry. 

[43 FR 4251, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.23 Term of office. 
The term of office for members and 

alternate members shall be 2 years be-
ginning August 1, except such term 
may be shorter if the Committee com-
position is changed in the interim pur-
suant to § 987.21. Each member and al-
ternate member shall, unless otherwise 
ordered by the Secretary, continue to 
serve until his successor has been se-
lected and has qualified. 

[43 FR 4251, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.24 Nomination and selection. 
(a) Nomination for members and al-

ternate members of the Committee 
shall be made not later than June 15 of 
every other year. 

(b) Opportunity shall be provided pro-
ducers and handlers to nominate indi-
viduals to serve on the Committee by 
establishing a day for polling and also 
for casting absentee ballots. Persons 
will only be able to vote in nomina-
tions for the group in which they would 
be qualified to serve on the Committee, 
and shall nominate the applicable 
number of individuals for the positions 
prescribed pursuant to § 987.21. Each 
producer, regardless of the number and 
locations of his date gardens, voting in 
the nominations for producer members 
and producer alternate members, shall 

be entitled to one vote for each mem-
ber and alternate member position to 
be filled. The individual receiving the 
highest number of votes for a position 
shall be the nominee. Each person vot-
ing in the nominations for producer- 
handler members and producer-handler 
alternate members, shall be given the 
opportunity to vote for one member 
and one alternate member position. His 
ballot shall be weighted by the pounds 
of dates he had certified as marketable 
dates, from the beginning of the then 
current crop year through April which 
he produced in his own gardens or ac-
quired from other producers. The indi-
vidual receiving the highest weighted 
vote for a producer-handler position 
shall be the nominee. The Committee, 
with the approval of the Secretary, 
may issue rules and regulations on the 
manner in which nominees for a posi-
tion may be obtained, polling, bal-
loting, absentee ballots, and the 
weighting of votes for producer-handler 
positions when the Committee is re-
structured during a term of office. 

[43 FR 4251, Feb. 1, 1978] 

§ 987.25 Qualification. 
Each person selected as a member or 

alternate member of the Committee 
shall, prior to serving on the Com-
mittee, qualify by filing with the Sec-
retary a written acceptance after re-
ceiving notice of his selection. Any 
member or alternate who, at the time 
of his selection, was a member of or 
employed by a member of the group 
which nominated him shall, upon ceas-
ing to be such member or employee, be-
come disqualified to serve further and 
his position on the Committee shall be 
deemed vacant. 

§ 987.26 Vacancies. 
In the event of any vacancy occa-

sioned by the failure to qualify, dec-
lination to serve, removal, resignation, 
disqualification, or death of any person 
nominated to serve on the Committee, 
or any member or alternate member 
selected by the Secretary, the Com-
mittee shall promptly submit its rec-
ommendation to the Secretary of a 
nominee eligible to serve in accordance 
with the requirements specified for the 
group in § 987.21. If the vacancy is for a 
member position, the Committee shall 
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