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2 This prohibition is not intended to dis-
allow corrective devices, such as Memphis 

Continued 

§ 11.2 Prohibitions concerning exhibi-
tors. 

(a) General prohibitions. Notwith-
standing the provisions of paragraph 
(b) of this section, no chain, boot, roll-
er, collar, action device, nor any other 
device, method, practice, or substance 
shall be used with respect to any horse 
at any horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction if such use causes 
or can reasonably be expected to cause 
such horse to be sore. 

(b) Specific prohibitions. The use of 
any of the following devices, equip-
ment, or practices on any horse at any 
horse show, horse exhibition, or horse 
sale or auction is prohibited: 

(1) All beads, bangles, rollers, and 
similar devices, with the exception of 
rollers made of lignum vitae (hard-
wood), aluminum, or stainless steel, 
with individual rollers of uniform size, 
weight and configuration, provided 
each such device may not weigh more 
than 6 ounces, including the weight of 
the fastener. 

(2) Chains weighing more than 6 
ounces each, including the weight of 
the fastener. 

(3) Chains with links that are not of 
uniform size, weight and configuration; 
and, chains that have twisted links or 
double links. 

(4) Chains that have drop links on 
any horse that is being ridden, worked 
on a lead, or otherwise worked out or 
moved about. 

(5) More than one action device on 
any one limb of a horse. 

(6) Chains or lignum vitae, stainless 
steel, or aluminum rollers which are 
not smooth and free of protrusions, 
projections, rust, corrosion, or rough 
or sharp edges. 

(7)(i) Boots, collars, or any other de-
vices, with protrusions or swellings, or 
rigid, rough, or sharp edges, seams or 
any other abrasive or abusive surface 
that may contact a horse’s leg; and 

(ii) Boots, collars, or any other de-
vices that weigh more than 6 ounces, 
except for soft rubber or soft leather 
bell boots and quarter boots that are 
used as protective devices. 

(8) Pads or other devices on yearling 
horses (horses up to 2 years old) that 
elevate or change the angle of such 
horses’ hooves in excess of 1 inch at the 
heel. 

(9) Any weight on yearling horses, ex-
cept a keg or similar conventional 
horseshoe, and any horseshoe on year-
ling horses that weighs more than 16 
ounces. 

(10) Artificial extension of the toe 
length, whether accomplsihed with 
pads, acrylics or any other material or 
combinations thereof, that exceeds 50 
percent of the natural hoof length, as 
measured from the coronet band, at the 
center of the front pastern along the 
front of the hoof wall, to the distal por-
tion of the hoof wall at the tip of the 
toe. The artificial extension shall be 
measured from the distal portion of the 
hoof wall at the tip of the toe at a 90 
degree angle to the proximal (foot/ 
hoof) surface of the shoe. 

(11) Toe length that does not exceed 
the height of the heel by 1 inch or 
more. The length of the toe shall be 
measured from the coronet band, at the 
center of the front pastern along the 
front of the hoof wall to the ground. 
The heel shall be measured from the 
coronet band, at the most lateral por-
tion of the rear pastern, at a 90 degree 
angle to the ground, not including nor-
mal caulks at the rear of a horseshoe 
that do not exceed 3⁄4 inch in length. 
That portion of caulk at the rear of a 
horseshoe in excess of 3⁄4 of an inch 
shall be added to the height of the heel 
in determining the heel/toe ratio. 

(12) Pads that are not made of leath-
er, plastic, or a similar pliant material. 

(13) Any object or material inserted 
between the pad and the hoof other 
than acceptable hoof packing, which 
includes pine tar, oakum, live rubber, 
sponge rubber, silicone, commercial 
hoof packing or other substances used 
to maintain adequate frog pressure or 
sole consistency. 

(14) Single or double rocker-bars on 
the bottom surface of horseshoes which 
extend more than 11⁄2 inches back from 
the point of the toe, or which would 
cause, or could reasonably be expected 
to cause, an unsteadiness of stance in 
the horse with resulting muscle and 
tendon strain due to the horse’s weight 
and balance being focused upon a small 
fulcrum point. 2 
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bars which consist of a metal bar(s) crossing 
from the ground surface of one side of the 
horseshoe to the ground surface of the other 
side of the horseshoe, and the purpose of 
which is to correct a lameness or patholog-
ical condition of the foot: Provided, That 
such metal bar(s) do not act as a single ful-
crum point so as to affect the balance of the 
horse. 

(15) Metal hoof bands, such as used to 
anchor or strengthen pads and shoes, 
placed less than 1⁄2 inch below the coro-
net band. 

(16) Metal hoof bands that can be eas-
ily and quickly loosened or tightened 
by hand, by means such as, but not 
limited to, a wing-nut or similar fas-
tener. 

(17) Any action device or any other 
device that strikes the coronet band of 
the foot of a horse except for soft rub-
ber or soft leather bell boots that are 
used as protective devices. 

(18) Shoeing a horse, or trimming a 
horse’s hoof in a manner that will 
cause such horse to suffer, or can rea-
sonably be expected to cause such 
horse to suffer pain or distress, inflam-
mation, or lameness when walking, 
trotting, or otherwise moving. 

(19) Lead or other weights attached 
to the outside of the hoof wall, the out-
side surface of the horseshoe, or any 
portion of the pad except the bottom 
surface within the horseshoe. Pads may 
not be hollowed out for the purpose of 
inserting or affixing weights, and 
weights may not extend below the 
bearing surface of the shoe. Hollow 
shoes or artificial extensions filled 
with mercury or similar substances are 
prohibited. 

(c) Substances. All substances are pro-
hibited on the extremities above the 
hoof of any Tennessee Walking Horse 
or racking horse while being shown, ex-
hibited, or offered for sale at any horse 
show, horse exhibition, or horse sale or 
auction, except lubricants such as glyc-
erine, petrolatum, and mineral oil, or 
mixtures thereof: Provided, That: 

(1) The horse show, horse exhibition, 
or horse sale or auction management 
agrees to furnish all such lubricants 
and to maintain control over them 
when used at the horse show, horse ex-
hibition, or horse sale or auction. 

(2) Any such lubricants shall be ap-
plied only after the horse has been in-
spected by management or by a DQP 
and shall only be applied under the su-
pervision of the horse show, horse exhi-
bition, or horse sale, or auction man-
agement. 

(3) Horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction management 
makes such lubricants available to De-
partment personnel for inspection and 
sampling as they deem necessary. 

(d) Competition restrictions—2 Year-Old 
Horses. Horse show or horse exhibition 
workouts or performances of 2-year-old 
Tennessee Walking Horses and racking 
horses and working exhibitions of 2- 
year-old Tennessee Walking Horses and 
racking horses (horses eligible to be 
shown or exhibited in 2-year-old class-
es) at horse sales or horse auctions 
that exceed a total of 10 minutes con-
tinuous workout or performance with-
out a minimum 5-minute rest period 
between the first such 10-minute period 
and the second such 10-minute period, 
and, more than two such 10-minute pe-
riods per performance, class, or work-
out are prohibited. 

(e) Information requirements—horse re-
lated. Failing to provide information or 
providing any false or misleading infor-
mation required by the Act or regula-
tions or requested by Department rep-
resentatives, by any person that owns, 
trains, shows, exhibits, or sells or has 
custody of, or direction or control over 
any horse shown, exhibited, sold, or 
auctioned or entered for the purpose of 
being shown, exhibited, sold, or auc-
tioned at any horse show, horse exhi-
bition, or horse sale or auction is pro-
hibited. Such information shall in-
clude, but is not limited to: Informa-
tion concerning the registered name, 
markings, sex, age, and legal ownership 
of the horse; the name and address of 
the horse’s training and/or stabling fa-
cilities; the name and address of the 
owner, trainer, rider, any other exhibi-
tor, or other legal entity bearing re-
sponsibility for the horse; the class in 
which the horse is entered or shown; 
the exhibitor identification number; 
and, any other information reasonably 
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3,4 [Reserved] 
5 Granuloma is defined as any one of a 

rather large group of fairly distinctive focal 
lesions that are formed as a result of inflam-
matory reactions caused by biological, 
chemical, or physical agents. 

related to the identification, owner-
ship, control, direction, or supervision 
of any such horse. 

[44 FR 25179, Apr. 27, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 14782, Apr. 26, 1988, 53 FR 15641, May 2, 
1988, 53 FR 28372, July 28, 1988, 53 FR 41562, 
Oct. 24, 1988, 53 FR 45854, Nov. 14, 1988; 54 FR 
7178, Feb. 17, 1989] 

§ 11.3 Scar rule. 
The scar rule applies to all horses 

born on or after October 1, 1975. Horses 
subject to this rule that do not meet 
the following scar rule criteria shall be 
considered to be ‘‘sore’’ and are subject 
to all prohibitions of section 5 of the 
Act. The scar rule criteria are as fol-
lows: 

(a) The anterior and anterior-lateral 
surfaces of the fore pasterns (extensor 
surface) must be free of bilateral 
granulomas, 5 other bilateral patholog-
ical evidence of inflammation, and, 
other bilateral evidence of abuse indic-
ative of soring including, but not lim-
ited to, excessive loss of hair. 

(b) The posterior surfaces of the pas-
terns (flexor surface), including the 
sulcus or ‘‘pocket’’ may show bilateral 
areas of uniformly thickened epithelial 
tissue if such areas are free of prolifer-
ating granuloma tissue, irritation, 
moisture, edema, or other evidence of 
inflammation. 

[44 FR 25179, Apr. 27, 1979, as amended at 53 
FR 14782, Apr. 26, 1988, 53 FR 28373, July 28, 
1988] 

§ 11.4 Inspection and detention of 
horses. 

For the purpose of effective enforce-
ment of the Act: 

(a) Each horse owner, exhibitor, 
trainer, or other person having custody 
of, or responsibility for, any horse at 
any horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction, shall allow any 
APHIS representative to reasonably in-
spect such horse at all reasonable 
times and places the APHIS represent-
ative may designate. Such inspections 
may be required of any horse which is 

stabled, loaded on a trailer, being pre-
pared for show, exhibition, or sale or 
auction, being exercised or otherwise 
on the grounds of, or present at, any 
horse show, horse exhibition, or horse 
sale or auction, whether or not such 
horse has or has not been shown, exhib-
ited, or sold or auctioned, or has or has 
not been entered for the purpose of 
being shown or exhibited or offered for 
sale or auction at any such horse show, 
horse exhibition, or horse sale or auc-
tion. APHIS representatives will not 
generally or routinely delay or inter-
rupt actual individual classes or per-
formances at horse shows, horse exhibi-
tions, or horse sales or auctions for the 
purpose of examining horses, but they 
may do so in extraordinary situations, 
such as but not limited to, lack of 
proper facilities for inspection, refusal 
of management to cooperate with De-
partment inspection efforts, reason to 
believe that failure to immediately 
perform inspection may result in the 
loss, removal, or masking of any evi-
dence of a violation of the Act or the 
regulations, or a request by manage-
ment that such inspections be per-
formed by an APHIS representative. 

(b) When any APHIS representative 
notifies the owner, exhibitor, trainer, 
or other person having custody of or 
responsibility for a horse at any horse 
show, horse exhibition, or horse sale or 
auction that APHIS desires to inspect 
such horse, it shall not be moved from 
the horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction until such inspec-
tion has been completed and the horse 
has been released by an APHIS rep-
resentative. 

(c) For the purpose of examination, 
testing, or taking of evidence, APHIS 
representatives may detain for a period 
not to exceed 24 hours any horse, at 
any horse show, horse exhibition, or 
horse sale or auction, which is sore or 
which an APHIS veterinarian has prob-
able cause to believe is sore. Such de-
tained horse may be marked for identi-
fication and any such identifying 
markings shall not be removed by any 
person other than an APHIS represent-
ative. 

(d) Detained horses shall be kept 
under the supervision of an APHIS rep-
resentative or secured under an official 
USDA seal or seals in a horse stall, 
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