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the primary enclosure must be ap-
proved in writing by the Adminis-
trator. A perimeter fence is not re-
quired: 

(1) Where the outside walls of the pri-
mary enclosure are made of sturdy, du-
rable material, which may include cer-
tain types of concrete, wood, plastic, 
metal, or glass, and are high enough 
and constructed in a manner that re-
stricts entry by animals and unauthor-
ized persons and the Administrator 
gives written approval; or 

(2) Where the outdoor housing facil-
ity is protected by an effective natural 
barrier that restricts the animals to 
the facility and restricts entry by ani-
mals and unauthorized persons and the 
Administrator gives written approval; 
or 

(3) Where appropriate alternative se-
curity measures are employed and the 
Administrator gives written approval; 
or 

(4) For traveling facilities where ap-
propriate alternative security meas-
ures are employed; or 

(5) Where the outdoor housing facil-
ity houses only farm animals, such as, 
but not limited to, cows, sheep, goats, 
pigs, horses (for regulated purposes), or 
donkeys, and the facility has in place 
effective and customary containment 
and security measures. 

[36 FR 24925, Dec. 24, 1971. Redesignated at 44 
FR 36874, July 22, 1979, as amended at 64 FR 
56147, Oct. 18, 1999; 65 FR 70770, Nov. 28, 2000] 

§ 3.128 Space requirements. 
Enclosures shall be constructed and 

maintained so as to provide sufficient 
space to allow each animal to make 
normal postural and social adjust-
ments with adequate freedom of move-
ment. Inadequate space may be indi-
cated by evidence of malnutrition, poor 
condition, debility, stress, or abnormal 
behavior patterns. 

ANIMAL HEALTH AND HUSBANDRY 
STANDARDS 

§ 3.129 Feeding. 
(a) The food shall be wholesome, pal-

atable, and free from contamination 
and of sufficient quantity and nutritive 
value to maintain all animals in good 
health. The diet shall be prepared with 
consideration for the age, species, con-

dition, size, and type of the animal. 
Animals shall be fed at least once a day 
except as dictated by hibernation, vet-
erinary treatment, normal fasts, or 
other professionally accepted prac-
tices. 

(b) Food, and food receptacles, if 
used, shall be sufficient in quantity 
and located so as to be accessible to all 
animals in the enclosure and shall be 
placed so as to minimize contamina-
tion. Food receptacles shall be kept 
clean and sanitary at all times. If self- 
feeders are used, adequate measures 
shall be taken to prevent molding, con-
tamination, and deterioration or cak-
ing of food. 

§ 3.130 Watering. 
If potable water is not accessible to 

the animals at all times, it must be 
provided as often as necessary for the 
health and comfort of the animal. Fre-
quency of watering shall consider age, 
species, condition, size, and type of the 
animal. All water receptacles shall be 
kept clean and sanitary. 

§ 3.131 Sanitation. 
(a) Cleaning of enclosures. Excreta 

shall be removed from primary enclo-
sures as often as necessary to prevent 
contamination of the animals con-
tained therein and to minimize disease 
hazards and to reduce odors. When en-
closures are cleaned by hosing or flush-
ing, adequate measures shall be taken 
to protect the animals confined in such 
enclosures from being directly sprayed 
with the stream of water or wetted in-
voluntarily. 

(b) Sanitation of enclosures. Subse-
quent to the presence of an animal 
with an infectious or transmissible dis-
ease, cages, rooms, and hard-surfaced 
pens or runs shall be sanitized either 
by washing them with hot water (180 F. 
at source) and soap or detergent, as in 
a mechanical washer, or by washing all 
soiled surfaces with a detergent solu-
tion followed by a safe and effective 
disinfectant, or by cleaning all soiled 
surfaces with saturated live steam 
under pressure. Pens or runs using 
gravel, sand, or dirt, shall be sanitized 
when necessary as directed by the at-
tending veterinarian. 

(c) Housekeeping. Premises (buildings 
and grounds) shall be kept clean and in 
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good repair in order to protect the ani-
mals from injury and to facilitate the 
prescribed husbandry practices set 
forth in this subpart. Accumulations of 
trash shall be placed in designated 
areas and cleared as necessary to pro-
tect the health of the animals. 

(d) Pest control. A safe and effective 
program for the control of insects, 
ectoparasites, and avian and mamma-
lian pests shall be established and 
maintained. 

§ 3.132 Employees. 
A sufficient number of adequately 

trained employees shall be utilized to 
maintain the professionally acceptable 
level of husbandry practices set forth 
in this subpart. Such practices shall be 
under a supervisor who has a back-
ground in animal care. 

§ 3.133 Separation. 
Animals housed in the same primary 

enclosure must be compatible. Animals 
shall not be housed near animals that 
interfere with their health or cause 
them discomfort. 

§§ 3.134–3.135 [Reserved] 

TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS 

SOURCE: Sections 3.136 through 3.142 appear 
at 42 FR 31569, June 21, 1977, unless otherwise 
noted. Redesignated at 44 FR 36874, July 22, 
1979. 

§ 3.136 Consignments to carriers and 
intermediate handlers. 

(a) Carriers and intermediate han-
dlers shall not accept any live animals 
presented by any dealer, research facil-
ity, exhibitor, operator of an auction 
sale, or other person, or any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States or any State or local 
government for shipment, in com-
merce, more than 4 hours prior to the 
scheduled departure of the primary 
conveyance on which it is to be trans-
ported: Provided, however, That the car-
rier or intermediate handler and any 
dealer, research facility, exhibitor, op-
erator of an auction sale, or other per-
son, or any department, agency, or in-
strumentality of the United States or 
any State or local government may 
mutually agree to extend the time of 
acceptance to not more than 6 hours if 

specific prior scheduling of the animal 
shipment to destination has been 
made. 

(b) Any carrier or intermediate han-
dler shall only accept for transpor-
tation or transport, in commerce, any 
live animal in a primary enclosure 
which conforms to the requirements 
set forth in § 3.137 of the standards: Pro-
vided, however, That any carrier or in-
termediate handler may accept for 
transportation or transport, in com-
merce, any live animal consigned by 
any department, agency, or instrumen-
tality of the United States having lab-
oratory animal facilities or exhibiting 
animals or any licensed or registered 
dealer, research facility, exhibitor, or 
operator of an auction sale if the con-
signor furnishes to the carrier or inter-
mediate handler a certificate, signed 
by the consignor, stating that the pri-
mary enclosure complies with § 3.137 of 
the standards, unless such primary en-
closure is obviously defective or dam-
aged and it is apparent that it cannot 
reasonably be expected to contain the 
live animal without causing suffering 
or injury to such live animal. A copy of 
such certificate shall accompany the 
shipment to destination. The certifi-
cate shall include at least the fol-
lowing information: 

(1) Name and address of the con-
signor; 

(2) The number of animals in the pri-
mary enclosure(s); 

(3) A certifying statement (e.g., ‘‘I 
hereby certify that the ll (number) 
primary enclosure(s) which are used to 
transport the animal(s) in this ship-
ment complies (comply) with USDA 
standards for primary enclosures (9 
CFR part 3).’’); and 

(4) The signature of the consignor, 
and date. 

(c) Carriers or intermediate handlers 
whose facilities fail to meet the min-
imum temperature allowed by the 
standards may accept for transpor-
tation or transport, in commerce, any 
live animal consigned by any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of 
the United States or of any State or 
local government, or by any person (in-
cluding any licensee or registrant 
under the Act, as well as any private 
individual) if the consignor furnishes 
to the carrier or intermediate handler 
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