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SUBCHAPTER D—EXPORTATION AND IMPORTATION OF 
ANIMALS (INCLUDING POULTRY) AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS 

PART 91—INSPECTION AND HAN-
DLING OF LIVESTOCK FOR EX-
PORTATION 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
91.1 Definitions. 
91.2 Animals to be handled in compliance 

with regulations. 
91.3 General export requirements. 
91.4 Other movements and conditions. 

Subpart B—Diagnostic Tests, Treatments 

91.5 Cattle. 
91.6 Goats. 
91.7 Captive cervids. 
91.8 Sheep. 
91.9 Swine. 

Subpart C—Ports of Embarkation, Facilities, 
Health Certification 

91.14 Ports of embarkation and export in-
spection facilities. 

91.15 Inspection of animals for export. 
91.16 Certification of animals for export. 

Subpart D—Inspection of Vessels and 
Accommodations 

91.17 Accommodations for humane treat-
ment of animals on ocean vessels. 

91.18 Cleaning and disinfection of transport 
carriers for export. 

91.19 Inspection of ocean vessels prior to 
loading. 

91.20 General construction. 
91.21 Ventilation. 
91.22 Protection from heat of boilers and en-

gines. 
91.23 Loading ramps and doors. 
91.24 Attendants. 
91.25 Space requirements for animals on 

ocean vessels. 
91.26 Concrete flooring. 
91.27 Troughs and hayracks. 
91.28 Stanchions and rails. 
91.29 Hatches. 
91.30 Defective fittings. 

Subpart E—Cleaning and Disinfecting of 
Aircraft 

91.41 Cleaning and disinfecting of aircraft. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 8301–8317; 19 U.S.C. 
1644a(c); 21 U.S.C. 136, 136a, and 618; 46 U.S.C. 
3901 and 3902; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.4. 

SOURCE: 42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 91.1 Definitions. 

Whenever in the regulations in this 
part the following terms are used, they 
shall be construed as follows: 

Accredited veterinarian. A veteri-
narian approved by the Administrator 
in accordance with the provisions of 
part 161 of this title to perform func-
tions specified in parts 1, 2, 3, and 11 of 
subchapter A, and subchapters B, C, 
and D of this chapter, and to perform 
functions required by cooperative 
State-Federal disease control and 
eradication programs. 

Administrator. The Administrator, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service, or any person authorized to 
act for the Administrator. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service. The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service of the United States 
Department of Agriculture (APHIS or 
Service). 

Animals. Horses, cattle (including 
American bison), captive cervids, 
sheep, swine, and goats. 

APHIS representative. An individual 
employed by APHIS who is authorized 
to perform the function involved. 

Department. The United States De-
partment of Agriculture. 

Horses. Horses, mules, and asses. 
Inspector. An inspector of the Animal 

and Plant Health Inspection Service. 
Miniature swine. Swine bred and 

raised as pets or for laboratory testing 
purposes that do not weigh more than 
100 pounds at maturity. 

Official brucellosis vaccinate. An offi-
cial adult vaccinate or an official 
calfhood vaccinate as defined in § 78.1 
of this chapter. 

Origin health certificate. An official 
document issued by an APHIS rep-
resentative or an accredited veteri-
narian at the point of origin of a ship-
ment of animals to be moved under 
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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 91.3 

this part, which shows the identifica-
tion tag, tattoo, or registration num-
ber or similar identification of each 
animal to be moved, the number, breed, 
sex, and approximate age of the ani-
mals covered by the document, the 
date and place of issuance, the points 
of origin and destination, the con-
signor, and the consignee, and which 
states that the animal or animals iden-
tified on the certificate meet the ex-
port health requirements. 

Premises of origin. The farm or other 
premises where the animals intended 
for export are being raised or assem-
bled, or both, immediately before 
movement for export. 

Roofing paper. Any saturated roofing 
paper of a grade known to the trade as 
30–pound roofing paper. 

State of origin. The State in which the 
premises of origin is located. 

Veterinary Services. The Veterinary 
Services, Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service of the Department. 

[42 FR 28990, June 7, 1977, as amended at 53 
FR 51746, Dec. 23, 1988; 57 FR 23047, June 1, 
1992; 57 FR 39353, Aug. 31, 1992; 63 FR 72129, 
Dec. 31, 1998; 72 FR 40065, July 23, 2007] 

§ 91.2 Animals to be handled in compli-
ance with regulations. 

No animals covered by the regula-
tions in this part shall be exported to a 
foreign country except in compliance 
with the provisions in this part. 

§ 91.3 General export requirements. 
(a) All animals intended for expor-

tation to a foreign country, except by 
land to Mexico or Canada, must be ac-
companied from the State of origin of 
the export movement to the port of 
embarkation by an origin health cer-
tificate. All animals intended for ex-
portation by land to Mexico or Canada 
must be accompanied from the State of 
origin of the export movement to the 
border of the United States by an ori-
gin health certificate. The origin 
health certificate must certify that the 
animals were inspected within the 30 
days prior to the date of export, except 
as follows: When the Administrator al-
lows sampling or testing to be done 
more than 30 days prior to the date of 
export, in accordance with paragraph 
(c) of this section, then the animals 
also may be inspected within that same 

time period, and the origin health cer-
tificate will remain valid for that time 
period. The origin health certificate 
must certify that the animals were 
found upon inspection to be healthy 
and free from evidence of commu-
nicable disease and exposure to com-
municable disease. The origin health 
certificate must be endorsed by an au-
thorized APHIS veterinarian in the 
State of origin and must include any 
test results added by the authorized 
APHIS veterinarian pursuant to 
§ 161.4(k) of this chapter (any added test 
results must be initialed by the author-
ized veterinarian). The origin health 
certificate must individually identify 
the animals in the shipment as to spe-
cies, breed, sex, and age and, if applica-
ble, must also show registration name 
and number, tattoo markings, or other 
natural or acquired markings. The ori-
gin health certificate must include all 
test results, certifications, or other 
statements required by the country of 
destination. 

(b) Inspection. All animals in each ex-
port shipment, except animals intended 
for export by land to Mexico or Canada, 
shall have been inspected, tested, or 
treated in the manner prescribed in 
this part prior to the movement of the 
export shipment to the export inspec-
tion facility. All animals in each ex-
port shipment intended for export by 
land to Mexico or Canada shall have 
been inspected, tested, or treated in 
the manner prescribed in this part 
prior to the movement of the animals 
from the State of origin. The Adminis-
trator may, upon request of the appro-
priate animal health official of the 
country of destination, waive the tu-
berculosis and brucellosis tests re-
ferred to in §§ 91.5(a) and (b), 91.6(a)(1) 
and (2), and 91.9(a) of this part when he 
finds such tests are not necessary to 
prevent the exportation of diseased 
animals from the United States. 

(c) Testing. All samples for tests re-
quired by §§ 91.5 through 91.13 for expor-
tation of animals under this section 
shall be taken by an inspector or an ac-
credited veterinarian in the State of 
origin of the export movement. The 
samples must be taken and tests must 
be made within the 30 days prior to the 
date of export, except that the Admin-
istrator may allow such sampling or 
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