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Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, USDA § 93.501 

2 The name of recognized slaughtering es-
tablishments approved under this part may 
be obtained from the Area Veterinarian in 
Charge, Veterinary Services, for the State of 
destination of the shipment. 

3 Importations of certain animals from var-
ious countries are absolutely prohibited 
under part 94 because of specified diseases. 

4 Such permit may be obtained from the 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, 
Veterinary Services, National Center for Im-
port-Export, 4700 River Road Unit 38, River-
dale, Maryland 20737–1231. Requests for ap-
proval of such facilities should also be made 
to the Administrator. 

Inspector. An employee of the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
authorized to perform duties required 
under this subpart. 

Official identification device or method. 
A means of officially identifying an 
animal or group of animals using de-
vices or methods approved by the Ad-
ministrator, including, but not limited 
to, official tags, tattoos, and registered 
brands when accompanied by a certifi-
cate of inspection from a recognized 
brand inspection authority. 

Port veterinarian. A veterinarian em-
ployed by the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service to perform duties 
required under this part at a port of 
entry. 

Recognized slaughtering establishment. 2 
An establishment where slaughtering 
operations are regularly carried on 
under federal or state inspection and 
which has been approved by the Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service to 
receive animals for slaughter under 
this part. 

Region. Any defined geographic land 
area identifiable by geological, polit-
ical, or surveyed boundaries. A region 
may consist of any of the following: 

(1) A national entity (country); 
(2) Part of a national entity (zone, 

county, department, municipality, par-
ish, Province, State, etc.); 

(3) Parts of several national entities 
combined into an area; or 

(4) A group of national entities (coun-
tries) combined into a single area. 

Ruminants. All animals which chew 
the cud, such as cattle, buffaloes, 
sheep, goats, deer, antelopes, camels, 
llamas and giraffes. 

Swine. The domestic hog and all vari-
eties of wild hogs. 

United States. All of the States of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, and all other Territories 
and Possessions of the United States. 

Veterinary Services. The Veterinary 
Services unit of the Department. 

Zoological park. A professionally oper-
ated zoo, park, garden or other place, 

maintained under the constant surveil-
lance of a Doctor of Veterinary Medi-
cine, for the exhibition of live animals, 
pigeons or birds, for the purpose of pub-
lic recreation or education. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990. Redesignated and 
amended at 62 FR 56012, 56020, Oct. 28, 1997; 69 
FR 64651, Nov. 8, 2004; 71 FR 29070, May 19, 
2006; 72 FR 67232, Nov. 28, 2007; 76 FR 70039, 
Nov. 10, 2011] 

§ 93.501 General prohibitions; excep-
tions. 

(a) No swine or product subject to the 
provisions of this part shall be brought 
into the United States except in ac-
cordance with the regulations in this 
part and part 94 of this subchapter;3 
nor shall any such swine or product be 
handled or moved after physical entry 
into the United States before final re-
lease from quarantine or any other 
form of governmental detention except 
in compliance with such regulations; 
Provided, That, the Administrator may 
upon request in specific cases permit 
swine or products to be brought into or 
through the United States under such 
conditions as he or she may prescribe, 
when he or she determines in the spe-
cific case that such action will not en-
danger the livestock or poultry of the 
United States. 

(b) Except for swine prohibited entry, 
the provisions in this part 93 relating 
to swine shall not apply to healthy 
swine in transit through the United 
States if they are not known to be in-
fected with or exposed, within 60 days 
preceding the date of export from the 
region of origin, to communicable dis-
eases of such swine, if an import per-
mit 4 has been obtained under § 93.504 of 
this Chapter and all conditions therein 
are observed; and if such swine are han-
dled as follows: 
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5 See footnote 4 to subpart E. 

(1)(i) They are maintained under con-
tinuous confinement in transit through 
the United States aboard an aircraft, 
ocean vessel, or other means of convey-
ance; or 

(ii) They are unloaded, in the course 
of such transit, into a swine holding fa-
cility which is provided by the carrier 
or its agent and has been approved 5 in 
advance by the Administrator in ac-
cordance with paragraph (d)(3) of this 
section as adequate to prevent the 
spread within the United States of any 
livestock or poultry disease, and they 
are maintained there under continuous 
confinement until loaded aboard a 
means of conveyance for transpor-
tation from the United States and are 
maintained under continuous confine-
ment aboard such means of conveyance 
until it leaves the United States; the 
import permit will specify any addi-
tional conditions necessary to assure 
that the transit of the swine through 
the United States can be made without 
endangering the livestock or poultry of 
the United States, and that Depart-
ment inspectors may inspect the swine 
on board such means of conveyance or 
in such holding facility to ascertain 
whether the requirements of this para-
graph are met, and dispose of them in 
accordance with the Animal Health 
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8301 et seq.) if 
such conditions are not met; and 

(2) The carrier or its agent executes 
and furnishes to the collector of Cus-
toms at the first port of arrival a dec-
laration stating that the swine will be 
retained aboard such means of convey-
ance or in an approved holding facility 
during transshipment as required by 
this paragraph. 

(3) Provisions for the approval of fa-
cilities required in this paragraph are: 

(i) They must be sufficiently isolated 
to prevent direct or indirect contact 
with all other animals and birds while 
in the United States. 

(ii) They must be so constructed that 
they provide adequate protection 
against environmental conditions and 
can be adequately cleaned, washed and 
disinfected. 

(iii) They must provide for disposal of 
swine carcasses, manure, bedding, 
waste and any related shipping mate-

rials in a manner that will prevent dis-
semination of disease. 

(iv) They must have provisions for 
adequate sources of feed and water and 
for attendants for the care and feeding 
of swine in the facility. 

(v) They must comply with addi-
tional requirements as may be imposed 
by the Administrator if deemed appli-
cable for a particular shipment. 

(vi) They must also comply with all 
applicable local, State and Federal re-
quirements for environmental quality 
and with the provisions of the Animal 
Welfare Regulations in chapter I of this 
title, as applicable. 

(c) Removal and loss of official identi-
fication devices. Official identification 
devices are intended to provide perma-
nent identification of livestock and to 
ensure the ability to find the source of 
animal disease outbreaks. Removal of 
these devices is prohibited except at 
the time of slaughter. If an official 
identification device is lost and it is 
necessary to retag an animal with a 
new official number, every effort 
should be made to correlate the new of-
ficial number with the previous official 
number of the animal. 

[55 FR 31495, Aug. 2, 1990, as amended at 59 
FR 67615, Dec. 30, 1994. Redesignated and 
amended at 62 FR 56012, 56020, Oct. 28, 1997; 68 
FR 6344, Feb. 7, 2003; 69 FR 64651, Nov. 8, 2004] 

§ 93.502 Inspection of certain aircraft 
and other means of conveyance and 
shipping containers thereon; un-
loading, cleaning, and disinfection 
requirements. 

(a) Inspection: All aircraft and other 
means of conveyance (including ship-
ping containers thereon) moving into 
the United States from any foreign re-
gion are subject to inspection without 
a warrant by properly identified and 
designated inspectors to determine 
whether they are carrying any animal, 
carcass, product or article regulated or 
subject to disposal under any law or 
regulation administered by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture for prevention of 
the introduction or dissemination of 
any communicable animal disease. 

(b) Unloading requirements: Whenever 
in the course of any such inspection at 
any port in the United States the in-
spector has reason to believe that the 
means of conveyance or container is 
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