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(20) Regulates medical, industrial, 
academic, and commercial uses of ra-
dioactive isotopes; 

(21) Oversees safe management and 
disposal of low-level radioactive 
wastes; 

(22) Plans and directs program for fi-
nancial assurance of FSME licensees; 

(23) Manages the decommissioning of 
facilities and sites when their licensed 
functions are over; 

(24) Supports safeguards activities in-
cluding— 

(i) Developing overall agency policy; 
(ii) Monitoring and assessing the 

threat environment, including liaison 
with intelligence agencies, as appro-
priate; and 

(iii) Conducting licensing and review 
activities appropriate to deter and pro-
tect against threats of radiological sab-
otage and threats of theft or diversion 
of nuclear material at regulated facili-
ties and during transport; and 

(25) Identifies and takes action for 
activities under its responsibility, in-
cluding consulting and coordinating 
with international, Federal, State, In-
dian Tribal and local agencies, as ap-
propriate. 

[73 FR 5711, Jan. 31, 2008] 

PROGRAM OFFICES 

§ 1.42 Office of Nuclear Material Safety 
and Safeguards. 

(a) The Office of Nuclear Material 
Safety and Safeguards (NMSS) is re-
sponsible for regulating activities 
which provide for the safe and secure 
production of nuclear fuel used in com-
mercial nuclear reactors; the safe stor-
age, transportation, and disposal of 
high-level radioactive waste and spent 
nuclear fuel; and the transportation of 
radioactive materials regulated under 
the Atomic Energy Act. NMSS ensures 
safety and security by implementing a 
regulatory program involving activi-
ties including licensing, inspection, as-
sessment of licensee performance, 
events analysis, enforcement, and iden-
tification and resolution of generic 
issues. 

(b) The Office of Nuclear Material 
Safety and Safeguards— 

(1) Develops and implements NRC 
policy for the regulation of: uranium 
recovery, conversion, and enrichment; 

fuel fabrication and development; 
transportation of nuclear materials, in-
cluding certification of transport con-
tainers and reactor spent fuel storage; 
and safe management and disposal of 
spent fuel and high-level radioactive 
waste; 

(2) Has lead responsibility within 
NRC for domestic and international 
safeguards policy and regulation for 
fuel cycle facilities, including material 
control and accountability; 

(3) Conducts high-level waste pre-li-
censing activities, consistent with di-
rection in the Nuclear Waste Policy 
Act and the Energy Policy Act, to en-
sure appropriate standards and regu-
latory guidance are in place, and inter-
acts with the applicant; 

(4) Is responsible for regulation and 
licensing of recycling technologies in-
tended to reduce the amount of waste 
to be disposed through geologic dis-
posal and to reduce proliferation con-
cerns since the technologies do not 
produce separated plutonium; 

(5) Interacts with DOE and inter-
national experts, in order to develop an 
appropriate regulatory framework, in 
recycling during development, dem-
onstration, and deployment of new ad-
vanced recycling technologies that re-
cycle nuclear fuel in a manner which 
does not produce separated plutonium; 

(6) Creates and maintains the regu-
latory infrastructure to support the 
agency’s role in licensing a reprocess-
ing facility and a related fuel fabrica-
tion facility and vitrification and/or 
waste storage facility; and 

(7) Prepares NRC to perform its regu-
latory role for new, expanded, and 
modified commercial fuel cycle facili-
ties which may include recycling, 
transmutation, and actinide burning. 
This includes regulatory processes such 
as licensing, inspection, assessment of 
license performance assessment, events 
analysis, and enforcement that will en-
sure that this technology can be safely 
and securely implemented commer-
cially in the United States. 

[73 FR 5712, Jan. 31, 2008] 

§ 1.43 Office of Nuclear Reactor Regu-
lation. 

The Office of Nuclear Reactor Regu-
lation— 
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