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55.25 Incapacitation because of disability or 
illness. 

55.27 Documentation. 

Subpart D—Applications 

55.31 How to apply. 
55.33 Disposition of an initial application. 
55.35 Re-applications. 

Subpart E—Written Examinations and 
Operating Tests 

55.40 Implementation. 
55.41 Written examination: Operators. 
55.43 Written examination: Senior opera-

tors. 
55.45 Operating tests. 
55.46 Simulation facilities. 
55.47 Waiver of examination and test re-

quirements. 
55.49 Integrity of examinations and tests. 

Subpart F—Licenses 

55.51 Issuance of licenses. 
55.53 Conditions of licenses. 
55.55 Expiration. 
55.57 Renewal of licenses. 
55.59 Requalification. 

Subpart G—Modification and Revocation 
of Licenses 

55.61 Modification and revocation of li-
censes. 

Subpart H—Enforcement 

55.71 Violations. 
55.73 Criminal penalties. 

AUTHORITY: Atomic Energy Act secs. 107, 
161, 181, 182, 68 Stat. 939, 948, 953, 223, 234 (42 
U.S.C. 2137, 2201, 2231, 2232, 2273, 2282); Energy 
Reorganization Act secs. 201, 202 (42 U.S.C. 
5841, 5842); Government Paperwork Elimi-
nation Act sec. 1704 (44 U.S.C. 3504 note). 

Sections 55.41, 55.43, 55.45, and 55.59 also 
issued under Nuclear Waste Policy Act sec. 
306 (42 U.S.C. 10226). 

Section 55.61 also issued under Atomic En-
ergy Act secs. 186, 187 (42 U.S.C. 2236, 2237). 

SOURCE: 52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 55.1 Purpose. 
The regulations in this part: 
(a) Establish procedures and criteria 

for the issuance of licenses to operators 
and senior operators of utilization fa-
cilities licensed under the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954, as amended, or Sec-
tion 202 of the Energy Reorganization 

Act of 1974, as amended, and part 50, 
part 52, or part 54 of this chapter, 

(b) Provide for the terms and condi-
tions upon which the Commission will 
issue or modify these licenses, and 

(c) Provide for the terms and condi-
tions to maintain and renew these li-
censes. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 72 
FR 49560, Aug. 28, 2007] 

§ 55.2 Scope. 
The regulations in this part apply 

to— 
(a) Any individual who manipulates 

the controls of any utilization facility 
licensed under parts 50, 52, or 54 of this 
chapter, 

(b) Any individual designated by a fa-
cility licensee to be responsible for di-
recting any licensed activity of a li-
censed operator. 

(c) Any facility license. 

[52 FR 9460, Mar. 25, 1987, as amended at 59 
FR 5938, Feb. 9, 1994; 72 FR 49560, Aug. 28, 
2007] 

§ 55.3 License requirements. 
A person must be authorized by a li-

cense issued by the Commission to per-
form the function of an operator or a 
senior operator as defined in this part. 

§ 55.4 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Act means the Atomic Energy Act of 

1954, including any amendments to the 
Act. 

Actively performing the functions of an 
operator or senior operator means that 
an individual has a position on the 
shift crew that requires the individual 
to be licensed as defined in the facili-
ty’s technical specifications, and that 
the individual carries out and is re-
sponsible for the duties covered by that 
position. 

Commission means the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission or its duly author-
ized representatives. 

Controls when used with respect to a 
nuclear reactor means apparatus and 
mechanisms the manipulation of which 
directly affects the reactivity or power 
level of the reactor. 

Facility means any utilization facil-
ity as defined in part 50 of this chapter. 
In cases for which a license is issued 
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