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11 CFR Ch. I (1–1–12 Edition) § 110.13 

§ 110.13 Candidate debates. 

(a) Staging organizations. (1) Nonprofit 
organizations described in 26 U.S.C. 501 
(c)(3) or (c)(4) and which do not en-
dorse, support, or oppose political can-
didates or political parties may stage 
candidate debates in accordance with 
this section and 11 CFR 114.4(f). 

(2) Broadcasters (including a cable 
television operator, programmer or 
producer), bona fide newspapers, maga-
zines and other periodical publications 
may stage candidate debates in accord-
ance with this section and 11 CFR 
114.4(f), provided that they are not 
owned or controlled by a political 
party, political committee or can-
didate. In addition, broadcasters (in-
cluding a cable television operator, 
programmer or producer), bona fide 
newspapers, magazines and other peri-
odical publications, acting as press en-
tities, may also cover or carry can-
didate debates in accordance with 11 
CFR part 100, subparts B and C and 
part 100, subparts D and E. 

(b) Debate structure. The structure of 
debates staged in accordance with this 
section and 11 CFR 114.4(f) is left to the 
discretion of the staging organiza-
tions(s), provided that: 

(1) Such debates include at least two 
candidates; and 

(2) The staging organization(s) does 
not structure the debates to promote 
or advance one candidate over another. 

(c) Criteria for candidate selection. For 
all debates, staging organization(s) 
must use pre-established objective cri-
teria to determine which candidates 
may participate in a debate. For gen-
eral election debates, staging organiza-
tions(s) shall not use nomination by a 
particular political party as the sole 
objective criterion to determine wheth-
er to include a candidate in a debate. 
For debates held prior to a primary 
election, caucus or convention, staging 
organizations may restrict candidate 
participation to candidates seeking the 
nomination of one party, and need not 
stage a debate for candidates seeking 
the nomination of any other political 
party or independent candidates. 

[61 FR 18051, Apr. 24, 1996; 61 FR 24533, May 
15, 1996, as amended at 67 FR 78681, Dec. 26, 
2002] 

§ 110.14 Contributions to and expendi-
tures by delegates and delegate 
committees. 

(a) Scope. This section sets forth the 
prohibitions, limitations and reporting 
requirements under the Act applicable 
to all levels of a delegate selection 
process. 

(b) Definitions—(1) Delegate. Delegate 
means an individual who becomes or 
seeks to become a delegate, as defined 
by State law or party rule, to a na-
tional nominating convention or to a 
State, district, or local convention, 
caucus or primary that is held to select 
delegates to a national nominating 
convention. 

(2) Delegate committee. A delegate 
committee is a group of persons that 
receives contributions or makes ex-
penditures for the sole purpose of influ-
encing the selection of one or more del-
egates to a national nominating con-
vention. The term delegate committee in-
cludes a group of delegates, a group of 
individuals seeking selection as dele-
gates and a group of individuals sup-
porting delegates. A delegate com-
mittee that qualifies as a political 
committee under 11 CFR 100.5 must 
register with the Commission pursuant 
to 11 CFR part 102 and report its re-
ceipts and disbursements in accordance 
with 11 CFR part 104. 

(c) Funds received and expended; Pro-
hibited funds. (1) Funds received or dis-
bursements made for the purpose of 
furthering the selection of a delegate 
to a national nominating convention 
are contributions or expenditures for 
the purpose of influencing a federal 
election, see 11 CFR 100.2 (c)(3) and (e), 
except that— 

(i) Payments made by an individual 
to a State committee or subordinate 
State committee as a condition for bal-
lot access as a delegate are not con-
tributions or expenditures. Such pay-
ments are neither required to be re-
ported under 11 CFR part 104 nor sub-
ject to limitation under 11 CFR 110.1; 
and 

(ii) Payments made by a State com-
mittee or subordinate State party com-
mittee for administrative expenses in-
curred in connection with sponsoring 
conventions or caucuses during which 
delegates to a national nominating 
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