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§34.62 Real estate lending standards.

(a) Each national bank shall adopt
and maintain written policies that es-
tablish appropriate limits and stand-
ards for extensions of credit that are
secured by liens on or interests in real
estate, or that are made for the pur-
pose of financing permanent improve-
ments to real estate.

(b)(1) Real estate lending policies
adopted pursuant to this section must:

(i) Be consistent with safe and sound
banking practices;

(ii) Be appropriate to the size of the
institution and the nature and scope of
its operations; and

(iii) Be reviewed and approved by the
bank’s board of directors at least annu-
ally.

(2) The lending policies must estab-
lish:

(i) Loan portfolio diversification
standards;

(ii) Prudent underwriting standards,
including loan-to-value limits, that are
clear and measurable;

(iii) Loan administration procedures
for the bank’s real estate portfolio; and

(iv) Documentation, approval, and re-
porting requirements to monitor com-
pliance with the bank’s real estate
lending policies.

(c) Bach national bank must monitor
conditions in the real estate market in
its lending area to ensure that its real
estate lending policies continue to be
appropriate for current market condi-
tions.

(d) The real estate lending policies
adopted pursuant to this section should
reflect consideration of the Inter-
agency Guidelines for Real Estate
Lending Policies established by the
Federal bank and thrift supervisory
agencies.

APPENDIX A TO SUBPART D OF PART 34—
INTERAGENCY GUIDELINES FOR REAL
ESTATE LENDING

The agencies’ regulations require that each
insured depository institution adopt and
maintain a written policy that establishes
appropriate limits and standards for all ex-
tensions of credit that are secured by liens
on or interests in real estate or made for the
purpose of financing the construction of a
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building or other improvements.! These
guidelines are intended to assist institutions
in the formulation and maintenance of a real
estate lending policy that is appropriate to
the size of the institution and the nature and
scope of its individual operations, as well as
satisfies the requirements of the regulation.

Each institution’s policies must be com-
prehensive, and consistent with safe and
sound lending practices, and must ensure
that the institution operates within limits
and according to standards that are reviewed
and approved at least annually by the board
of directors. Real estate lending is an inte-
gral part of many institutions’ business
plans and, when undertaken in a prudent
manner, will not be subject to examiner crit-
icism.

LOAN PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT
CONSIDERATIONS

The lending policy should contain a gen-
eral outline of the scope and distribution of
the institution’s credit facilities and the
manner in which real estate loans are made,
serviced, and collected. In particular, the in-
stitution’s policies on real estate lending
should:

e Identify the geographic areas in which
the institution will consider lending.

e Establish a loan portfolio diversification
policy and set limits for real estate loans by
type and geographic market (e.g., limits on
higher risk loans).

e Identify appropriate terms and conditions
by type of real estate loan.

e HEstablish loan origination and approval
procedures, both generally and by size and
type of loan.

e Establish prudent underwriting standards
that are clear and measurable, including
loan-to-value limits, that are consistent
with these supervisory guidelines.

e Establish review and approval procedures
for exception loans, including loans with
loan-to-value percentages in excess of super-
visory limits.

e HKstablish loan administration proce-
dures, including documentation, disburse-
ment, collateral inspection, collection, and
loan review.

e Establish real estate appraisal and eval-
uation programs.

e Require that management monitor the
loan portfolio and provide timely and ade-
quate reports to the board of directors.

The institution should consider both inter-
nal and external factors in the formulation
of its loan policies and strategic plan. Fac-
tors that should be considered include:

1The agencies have adopted a uniform rule

on real estate lending. See 12 CFR part 365
(FDIC); 12 CFR part 208, subpart C (FRB); 12
CFR part 34, subpart D (OCC); and 12 CFR
563.100-101 (OT'S).
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