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§390.352 Financial derivatives.

(a) What is a financial derivative? A fi-
nancial derivative is a financial con-
tract whose value depends on the value
of one or more underlying assets, indi-
ces, or reference rates. The most com-
mon types of financial derivatives are
futures, forward commitments, op-
tions, and swaps. A mortgage deriva-
tive security, such as a collateralized
mortgage obligation or a real estate
mortgage investment conduit, is not a
financial derivative under this section.

(b) May I engage in transactions involv-
ing financial derivatives? (1) [Reserved]

(2) If you are a State savings associa-
tion, you may engage in a transaction
involving a financial derivative if your
charter or applicable State law author-
izes you to engage in such trans-
actions, the transaction is safe and
sound, and you otherwise meet the re-
quirements in this section.

(3) In general, if you engage in a
transaction involving a financial deriv-
ative, you should do so to reduce your
risk exposure.

(c) What are my board of directors’ re-
sponsibilities with respect to financial de-
rivatives? (1) Your board of directors is
responsible for effective oversight of fi-
nancial derivatives activities.

(2) Before you may engage in any
transaction involving a financial deriv-
ative, your board of directors must es-
tablish written policies and procedures
governing authorized financial deriva-
tives. Your board of directors should
review Thrift Bulletin 13a, ‘‘Manage-
ment of Interest Rate Risk, Investment
Securities, and Derivatives Activities,”
and other applicable agency guidance
on establishing a sound risk manage-
ment program.

(3) Your board of directors must peri-
odically review:

(i) Compliance with the policies and
procedures established under paragraph
(c)(2) of this section; and

(ii) The adequacy of these policies
and procedures to ensure that they
continue to be appropriate to the na-
ture and scope of your operations and
existing market conditions.

(4) Your board of directors must en-
sure that management establishes an
adequate system of internal controls
for transactions involving financial de-
rivatives.
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(d) What are management’s responsibil-
ities with respect to financial derivatives?
(1) Management is responsible for daily
oversight and management of financial
derivatives activities. Management
must implement the policies and proce-
dures established by the board of direc-
tors and must establish a system of in-
ternal controls. This system of internal
controls should, at a minimum, provide
for periodic reporting to the board of
directors and management, segregation
of duties, and internal review proce-
dures.

(2) Management must ensure that fi-
nancial derivatives activities are con-
ducted in a safe and sound manner and
should review Thrift Bulletin 13a,
“Management of Interest Rate Risk,
Investment Securities, and Derivatives
Activities,” and other applicable agen-
cy guidance on implementing a sound
risk management program.

(e) What records must I keep on finan-
cial derivative transactions? You must
maintain records adequate to dem-
onstrate compliance with this section
and with your board of directors’ poli-
cies and procedures on financial deriva-
tives.

§390.353 Interest-rate-risk-manage-
ment procedures.

State savings associations shall take
the following actions:

(a) The board of directors or a com-
mittee thereof shall review the State
savings association’s interest-rate-risk
exposure and devise a policy for the
State savings association’s manage-
ment of that risk.

(b) The board of directors shall for-
merly adopt a policy for the manage-
ment of interest-rate risk. The man-
agement of the State savings associa-
tion shall establish guidelines and pro-
cedures to ensure that the board’s pol-
icy is successfully implemented.

(c) The management of the State sav-
ings association shall periodically re-
port to the board of directors regarding
implementation of the State savings
association’s policy for interest-rate-
risk management and shall make that
information available upon request to
the FDIC.

(d) The State savings association’s
board of directors shall review the re-
sults of operations at least quarterly
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