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screening/evaluation plans and proce-
dures formulated at each installation 
will be approved by Headquarters (Of-
fice of Safety and Mission Quality 
(Code Q) and appropriate Program As-
sociate Administrators) before imple-
mentation. 

(2) A management review process to 
validate the objectivity of individual 
suitability certification determina-
tions and to ensure that reassignments 
or other personnel actions taken pursu-
ant to this regulation are fair and in 
consonance with applicable personnel 
policies and procedures. 

(3) An adequate training program for 
certifying officials, supervisors, adju-
dicators, and other installation per-
sonnel approved by Headquarters Code 
Q before implementation. 

(4) Each NASA installation will 
maintain a roster of installation adju-
dicators. Directors of the Installations 
will approve appointment of adjudica-
tors. 

(d) Supervisors will: 
(1) Review for reliability and nomi-

nate personnel whose duties require 
certification under the PRP. 

(2) Certify that the PRP candidate 
holds current licenses, skill training 
certificates, and other documentation 
issued as required by applicable direc-
tives. 

(3) Brief PRP candidates and rebrief 
PRP personnel on the needs and intent 
of the PRP. 

(4) Monitor and continually evaluate 
personnel for steady reliable perform-
ance and notify the certifying official 
if changes occur which may com-
promise the safety and reliability of 
mission critical space systems. 

(e) NASA Headquarters Office of 
Safety and Mission Quality (Code Q) 
will act as the Office of Primary Re-
sponsibility (OPR) for PRP policy and 
oversight (periodic review). The certifi-
cation of Headquarters personnel will 
be carried out by the Office of Head-
quarters Operations (Code D) in accord-
ance with § 1214.505 of this part. 

(f) Foreign representatives requiring 
access to mission critical space sys-
tems or having the need to assume mis-
sion critical positions/duties (as de-
fined in § 1214.502 of this part) pursuant 
to international agreements also re-
quire certification under this program. 

NASA will accept certifications from 
foreign agencies following review under 
the NASA Headquarters process 
(§ 1214.505(e) of this part), if a written 
agreement has been reached with the 
foreign sponsoring agency whereby 
NASA recognizes the foreign agency’s 
process as equivalent to its own. Such 
agreements will be negotiated by the 
International Relations Division (Code 
XI) with the concurrence of the NASA 
Headquarters Office of Safety and Mis-
sion Quality (Code Q) and the Program 
Office responsible for the program to 
which such access is sought. The intent 
of the certification process is that for-
eign personnel are screened as thor-
oughly as are U.S. citizens who have 
access to mission critical space sys-
tems areas or who have the need to as-
sume mission critical duties. 

(g) NASA will accept certifications 
from other Federal agenices, depart-
ments, and offices following review 
under the NASA Headquarters process 
(Section 1214.505(e) of this part), if a 
written agreement has been reached 
whereby NASA recognizes that process 
as equivalent to its own. Such agree-
ments will be negotiated by the NASA 
Headquarters Office of Safety and Mis-
sion Quality (Code Q) and the Program 
Office responsible for the program to 
which such access is sought. A security 
clearance to access classified material 
is not sufficient to meet the certifi-
cation requirements of this regulation. 

Subpart 1214.6—Mementos 
Aboard Space Shuttle Flights 

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 85–568, 72 Stat. 426 (42 
U.S.C. 2473(c)). 

SOURCE: 56 FR 31074, July 9, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1214.600 Scope. 
This subpart establishes policy, pro-

cedures, and responsibilities for select-
ing, approving, packing, storing, and 
disposing of mementos carried on 
Space Shuttle flights. 

§ 1214.601 Definitions. 
(a) Mementos. Flags, patches, insig-

nia, medallions, minor graphics, and 
similar items of little commercial 
value, especially suited for display by 
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the individuals or groups to whom they 
have been presented. 

(b) Official Flight Kit (OFK). A con-
tainer, approximately 0.057 cubic me-
ters (2 cubic feet) in size, reserved for 
carrying official mementos of NASA 
and other organizations aboard Space 
Shuttle flights. No personal items will 
be carried in the OFK. 

(c) Personal Preference Kit (PPK). A 
container, approximately 12.82 centi-
meters × 20.51 centimeters × 5.13 centi-
meters (5′′×8′′×2′′) in size, separately as-
signed to each individual accom-
panying a Space Shuttle flight for car-
rying personal mementos during the 
flight. 

§ 1214.602 Policy. 

(a) Premise. Mementos are welcome 
aboard Space Shuttle flights. However, 
they are flown as a courtesy—not as an 
entitlement. The Associate Adminis-
trator for Space Flight is free to make 
exceptions to this accommodation 
without explanation. Moreover, me-
mentos are ballast not payload. They 
can be reduced or eliminated (by the 
Deputy Director, Space Shuttle Pro-
gram, Johnson Space Center) for 
weight, volume, or other technical rea-
sons without reference to higher au-
thority. 

(b) Constraints. Mementos to be car-
ried on Space Shuttle flights must be 
approved by the Associate Adminis-
trator for Space Flight and are stowed 
only in an OFK or a PPK. Mementos 
will not be carried within payload con-
tainers, including Get-Away Specials, 
or in any other container or locker 
aboard the Space Shuttle, other than 
within the designated OFK or PPK. 

(c) Economic Gain. Items carried in an 
OFK or a PPK will not be sold, trans-
ferred for sale, used or transferred for 
personal gain, or used or transferred 
for any commercial or fund-raising 
purpose. Items such as philatelic mate-
rials and coins that, by their nature, 
lend themselves to exploitation by the 
recipients, or create problems with re-
spect to good taste; or that are large, 
bulky, or heavy items (in the context 
of the OFK’s size, as indicated in 
§ 1214.601(b) of this part) will not be ap-
proved for flight. 

§ 1214.603 Official Flight Kit (OFK). 
(a) Purpose. The OFK on a particular 

flight enables NASA, developers of 
NASA sponsored payloads, NASA’s ex-
ternal payload customers, other Fed-
eral agencies, researchers, aerospace 
contractors, and counterpart institu-
tions of friendly foreign countries to 
utilize mementos as awards and com-
mendations or preserve them in muse-
ums or archives. The courtesy is also 
extended to other organizations out-
side the aerospace community, such as 
state and local governments, the aca-
demic community, and independent 
business entities. In the latter case, it 
is customary to fly only one item for 
the requesting organization to be used 
for display purposes. 

(b) Limitations. In addition to 
§ 1214.602(c) of this part, U.S. national 
flags will not be flown as mementos ex-
cept by U.S. Government sponsors. 

(c) Approval of Contents. At least 60 
days prior to the launch of a Space 
Shuttle flight, an authorized represent-
ative of each organization desiring me-
mentos to be carried on the flight in 
the OFK must submit a letter or re-
quest describing the item(s) to be flown 
and the intended purpose or distribu-
tion. Letters should be directed to the 
cognizant NASA office as follows: 

(1) Space Shuttle customers/users of 
any nature, to the Director of Trans-
portation Services, Code MC, NASA 
Headquarters, Washington, DC 20546. 

(2) Foreign organizations/individuals, 
and Department of Defense organiza-
tions/individuals (both other than as a 
Space Shuttle customer) and other 
Federal agencies to the Associate Ad-
ministrator of External Relations, 
Code X, NASA Headquarters, Wash-
ington, DC 20546. Upon receipt of all re-
quests, the cognizant offices will re-
view and forward data to the Associate 
Director, Code AC, Johnson Space Cen-
ter, Houston, TX 77058. 

(3) All others (aerospace companies, 
state and local governments, the aca-
demic community, and non-space-re-
lated businesses) may send requests di-
rectly to the Associate Director, Code 
AC, Johnson Space Center, Houston, 
TX 77058. In the event OFK requests, on 
a particular flight, exceed OFK capa-
bility, priority consideration may be 
given to those entities having payloads 
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on that flight. The listing of the pro-
posed OFK contents for each flight is 
prepared at the Johnson Space Center 
and forwarded to the Associate Admin-
istrator for Space Flight approxi-
mately 30 days prior to launch for ap-
proval. 

§ 1214.604 Personal Preference Kit 
(PPK). 

(a) Purpose. The PPK enables persons 
accompanying Space Shuttle flights to 
carry personal items for use as memen-
tos. Only those individuals actually ac-
companying such flights (astronaut 
crew members, payload specialists, and 
space flight participants) may request 
authorization to carry personal items 
as mementos. These items must be car-
ried in individually assigned PPK’s. 

(b) Limitations. The contents of a PPK 
must be limited to 20 separate items, 
with a total weight of 0.682 kilograms 
(1.5 pounds). Each item is allocated for 
a different recipient and distributed ac-
cordingly. The volume of a PPK must 
be contained in a 12.82 centimeters × 
20.51 centimeters × 5.13 centimeters 
(5′′×8′′×2′′) bag provided by NASA. In-
creases in these limitations will be au-
thorized only by the Associate Admin-
istrator for Space Flight. 

(c) Approval of Contents. At least 60 
days before the scheduled launch of a 
Space Shuttle flight, each person as-
signed to the flight who desires to 
carry items in a PPK must submit a 
proposed list of items and their recipi-
ents to the Associate Director, John-
son Space Center. The Associate Direc-
tor will review the requests for compli-
ance with this subpart and submit the 
crew members’ PPK lists through su-
pervisory channels to the Associate 
Administrator for Space Flight for ap-
proval. A signed copy of the Associate 
Administrator for Space Flight’s ap-
proval will be returned to the Director, 
Johnson Space Center, for appropriate 
distribution. 

§ 1214.605 Preflight packing and stor-
ing. 

(a) Items intended for inclusion in 
OFK’s or PPK’s must arrive at the 
Johnson Space Center, Code AC, at 
least 45 days prior to the flight on 
which they are scheduled in order for 
them to be listed on the cargo mani-

fest, packaged, weighed, and stowed 
aboard the Orbiter. Items must arrive 
at the Johnson Space Center prior to 
the 45-day limit even if the Associate 
Administrator for Space Flight’s ap-
proval is still pending. Items not ap-
proved by the Associate Administrator 
for Space Flight will be returned to the 
requesting individual/organization. 

(b) The Associate Director, Johnson 
Space Center, is responsible for the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Securing the items while awaiting 
the launch on which they are mani-
fested. 

(2) Packaging, weighing, and stowing 
the items according to the manifests 
approved by the Associate Adminis-
trator for Space Flight. 

§ 1214.606 Postflight disposition. 
The Associate Director, Johnson 

Space Center, will: 
(a) Receive and inventory all items 

flown in the OFK and PPK’s following 
each Shuttle flight. 

(b) Return the contents of the PPK’s 
to the persons who submitted them. 

(c) Return all other flown items to 
the submitting organizations with an 
appropriate letter of certification. 

(d) Retain and secure mementos 
flown by the Agency for future use. 

§ 1214.607 Media and public inquiries. 
(a) Official Flight Kit. Information on 

the contents of OFK’s will be routinely 
released to the media and to the public 
upon their request, but only after the 
contents have been approved by the As-
sociate Administrator for Space Flight. 

(b) Personal Preference Kit. Informa-
tion on the contents of PPK’s will be 
routinely released to the media and to 
the public upon their request imme-
diately following postflight inventory. 

(c) Responsibility for Release of Infor-
mation. The Director of Public Affairs, 
Johnson Space Center, is responsible 
for the prompt release of information 
on OFK and PPK contents. 

§ 1214.608 Safety requirements. 
The contents of OFK’s and PPK’s 

must meet the requirements set forth 
in NASA Handbook 1700.7, ‘‘Safety Pol-
icy and Requirements for Payloads 
Using the Space Transportation Sys-
tem (STS).’’ 
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§ 1214.609 Loss or theft. 
(a) Responsibility. The National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration will 
not be responsible for the loss or theft 
of, or damage to, items carried in 
OFK’s or PPK’s. 

(b) Report of Loss or Theft. Any person 
who learns that an item contained in 
an OFK or a PPK is missing shall im-
mediately report the loss to the John-
son Space Center Security Office and 
the NASA Inspector General. 

§ 1214.610 Violations. 
Any item carried in violation of the 

requirements of this subpart shall be-
come the property of the U.S. Govern-
ment, subject to applicable Federal 
laws and regulations, and the violator 
may be subject to disciplinary action, 
including being permanently prohib-
ited from use of, or, if an individual, 
from flying aboard the Space Shuttle 
or any other manned spacecraft of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration. 

Subpart 1214.7—The Authority of 
the Space Shuttle Commander 

AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 85–588, 72 Stat. 426 (42 
U.S.C. 2473, 2455; 18 U.S.C. 799); Art. VIII, 
TIAS 6347 (18 U.S.T. 2410). 

SOURCE: 45 FR 14845, Mar. 7, 1980, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1214.700 Scope. 
This subpart establishes the author-

ity of the Space Shuttle commander to 
enforce order and discipline during all 
flight phases of a Shuttle flight to take 
whatever action in his/her judgment is 
necessary for the protection, safety, 
and well-being of all personnel and on- 
board equipment, including the Space 
Shuttle elements and payloads. During 
the final launch countdown, following 
crew ingress, the Space Shuttle com-
mander has the authority to enforce 
order and discipline among all on- 
board personnel. During emergency sit-
uations prior to liftoff the Space Shut-
tle commander has the authority to 
take whatever action in his/her judg-
ment is necessary for the protection or 
security, safety, and well-being of all 
personnel on board. 

[56 FR 27899, June 18, 1991] 

§ 1214.701 Definitions. 
(a) Space Shuttle Elements consists of 

the Orbiter, an External Tank, two 
Solid Rocket Boosters, Spacelab, Upper 
Stage Boosters (Solid Spinning Upper 
Stage and Interim Upper Stages) and 
others as specified in NASA Manage-
ment Instruction 8040.9. 

(b) The flight crew consists of the 
commander, pilot, and mission spe-
cialist(s). 

(c) A flight is the period from launch 
to landing of a Space Shuttle—a single 
round trip. (In the case of a forced 
landing the Space Shuttle com-
mander’s authority continues until a 
competent authority takes over the re-
sponsibility for the Orbiter and for the 
persons and property aboard.) 

(d) The flight-phases consist of 
launch, in orbit, deorbit, entry, land-
ing, and postlanding. 

(e) A payload is a specific com-
plement of instruments, space equip-
ment, and support hardware/software 
carried into space to accomplish a sci-
entific mission or discrete activity. 

(f) Personnel on board refers to those 
astronauts or other persons actually in 
the Orbiter or Spacelab during any 
flight phase of a Space Shuttle flight 
(including any persons who may have 
transferred from another vehicle) and 
including any persons performing 
extravehicular activity associated with 
the mission. 

[45 FR 14845, Mar. 7, 1980, as amended at 56 
FR 27899, June 18, 1991] 

§ 1214.702 Authority and responsibility 
of the Space Shuttle commander. 

(a) During all flight phases of a Space 
Shuttle flight, the Space Shuttle com-
mander shall have the absolute author-
ity to take whatever action is in his/ 
her discretion necessary to: 

(1) Enhance order and discipline, 
(2) Provide for the safety and well 

being of all personnel on board, and 
(3) Provide for the protection of the 

Space Shuttle elements and any pay-
load carried or serviced by the Space 
Shuttle. 
The commander shall have authority 
throughout the flight to use any rea-
sonable and necessary means, including 
the use of physical force, to achieve 
this end. 
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