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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552. 

SOURCE: 55 FR 37222, Sept. 10, 1990, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 1—Introduction 
§ 1201.100 Creation and authority. 

The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration was established by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Act of 
1958 (72 Stat. 426, 42 U.S.C. 2451 et seq.), 
as amended (hereafter called the 
‘‘Act’’). 

§ 1201.101 Purpose. 
It is the purpose of the National Aer-

onautics and Space Administration to 
carry out aeronautical and space ac-
tivities of the United States. Such ac-
tivities shall be the responsibility of, 
and shall be directed by, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
except that activities peculiar to or 
primarily associated with the develop-
ment of weapons systems, military op-
erations, or the defense of the United 
States shall be the responsibility of, 
and shall be directed by, the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

§ 1201.102 Functions. 
In order to carry out the purpose of 

the Act, NASA is authorized to con-

duct research for the solution of prob-
lems of flight within and outside the 
Earth’s atmosphere; to develop, con-
struct, test, and operate aeronautical 
and space vehicles for research pur-
poses; to operate a space transpor-
tation system including the space shut-
tle, upper stages, space program, space 
station, and related equipment; and to 
perform such other activities as may 
be required for the exploration of 
space. The term aeronautical and space 
vehicles means aircraft, missiles, sat-
ellites, and other space vehicles, to-
gether with related equipment, devices, 
components, and parts. It conducts ac-
tivities required for the exploration of 
space with manned and unmanned ve-
hicles and arranges for the most effec-
tive utilization of the scientific and en-
gineering resources of the United 
States with other nations engaged in 
aeronautical and space activities for 
peaceful purposes. 

§ 1201.103 Administration. 

(a) NASA is headed by an Adminis-
trator, who is appointed from civilian 
life by the President by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Administrator is responsible, under the 
supervision and direction of the Presi-
dent, for exercising all powers and dis-
charging all duties of NASA. 

(b) The Deputy Administrator of 
NASA is also appointed by the Presi-
dent from civilian life by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Deputy Administrator acts with or for 
the Administrator within the full scope 
of the Administrator’s responsibilities. 
In the Administrator’s absence, the 
Deputy Administrator serves as Acting 
Administrator. 

Subpart 2—Organization 

§ 1201.200 General. 

(a) NASA’s basic organization con-
sists of the Headquarters, eight field 
installations, the Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory (a Government-owned, con-
tractor-operated facility), and several 
component installations which report 
to Directors of Field Installations. Re-
sponsibility for overall planning, co-
ordination, and control of NASA pro-
grams is vested in NASA Headquarters 
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located in Washington, DC. NASA 
Headquarters is comprised of: 

(1) The Office of the Administrator 
which includes the Administrator, Dep-
uty Administrator, Associate Deputy 
Administrator, Assistant Deputy Ad-
ministrator, and the Executive Officer. 

(2) Four Program Offices which are 
responsible for planning, direction, and 
management of agencywide research 
and development programs. Officials- 
in-Charge of these Program Offices re-
port directly to the Administrator and 
they consist of: 

(i) The Office of Aeronautics, Explo-
ration and Technology which is respon-
sible for conducting programs to de-
velop advanced technology to enable 
and enhance an aggressive pursuit of 
national objectives in aeronautics, 
space, and transatmospherics, includ-
ing the National Aero-Space Plane Pro-
gram; to demonstrate the feasibility of 
this advanced technology in ground, 
flight, and in-space facilities to ensure 
its early utilization; and to ensure the 
application of agency capabilities and 
facilities to programs of other agencies 
and the United States aerospace indus-
try. The Office is the focal point for the 
Space Exploration Initiative, a long- 
term program of robotic and human ex-
ploration which will include sending 
humans to the Moon early in the 21st 
century to establish a permanent out-
post, and then conducting human mis-
sions to the planet Mars. In addition, 
the Office is responsible for managing 
the Ames, Langley, and Lewis Re-
search Centers. 

(ii) The Office of Space Science and 
Applications is responsible for efforts 
to understand the origin, evolution, 
and structure of the universe, the solar 
system, and the integrated functioning 
of the Earth. The Office conducts space 
application activities, such as remote 
sensing of the Earth, developing and 
understanding microgravity processes, 
and developing and testing advanced 
space communications as well as basic 
and applied science to facilitate life in 
space. The Office also is responsible for 
managing the Goddard Space Flight 
Center and the Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory and maintaining contacts with 
the Space Science Board of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the Space 
Applications Board, and other science 

advisory boards and committees. The 
Office coordinates its program with 
various government agencies, foreign 
interests, and the private sector. Its 
objectives are accomplished through 
research and development in astro-
physics, life sciences, Earth sciences 
and applications, solar system explo-
ration, space physics, communications, 
microgravity science and applications, 
and communications and information 
systems. The Office also utilizes the 
space shuttle, expendable launch vehi-
cles, automated spacecraft, human-oc-
cupied spacecraft, sounding rockets, 
balloons, aircraft, and ground-based re-
search to conduct its programs. 

(iii) The Office of Space Flight is re-
sponsible for advancing the space shut-
tle, for developing Freedom, a perma-
nently manned space station, and for 
carrying out space transportation and 
other associated programs, including 
the management of the Johnson Space 
Center, Marshall Space Flight Center, 
Kennedy Space Center, and John C. 
Stennis Space Center. The Office plans, 
directs, and executes the development, 
acquisition, testing, and operations of 
all elements of the Space Transpor-
tation System; plans, directs, and man-
ages execution of prelaunch, launch, 
flight, landing, postflight operations, 
and payload assignments; maintains 
and upgrades the design of ground and 
flight systems throughout the oper-
ational period; procures recurring sys-
tem hardware; manages all U.S. Gov-
ernment civil launch capabilities and 
spacelab development, procurement, 
and operations; develops and imple-
ments necessary policy with other gov-
ernment and commercial users of the 
Space Transportation System; and co-
ordinates all research. The Office is 
also responsible for managing and di-
recting all aspects of the Space Station 
Freedom Program and achieving the 
goals established by the President. 
These goals include developing a per-
manently manned space station in the 
mid-1990’s and involving other coun-
tries in the program, and promoting 
scientific research, technology develop-
ment, and private-sector investment in 
space. The Johnson Space Center, the 
Marshall Space Flight Center, the God-
dard Space Flight Center, and the 
Lewis Research Center are responsible 
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for developing major elements of the 
space station. The concept of the Space 
Station Freedom Program is to provide 
a manned base, initially accommo-
dating a crew of eight people. 

(iv) The Office of Space Operations is 
responsible for an array of functions 
critical to operations of this Nation’s 
space programs. They include space-
craft operations and control centers; 
ground and space communications; 
data acquisition and processing; flight 
dynamics and trajectory analyses; 
spacecraft tracking; and applied re-
search and development of new tech-
nology. The Space Transportation Sys-
tem, Tracking and Data Relay Sat-
ellite System, Deep Space Network, 
Spaceflight Tracking and Data Net-
work, and various other facilities cur-
rently provide the requirements for 
NASA’s space missions. A global com-
munications system links tracking 
sites, control centers, and data proc-
essing facilities that provide real-time 
data processing for mission control, 
orbit, and attitude determination, and 
routine processing of telemetry data 
for space missions. 

(3) Thirteen Headquarters Offices 
which provide agencywide leadership in 
management and administrative proc-
esses. Officials-in-Charge of these of-
fices report to the Administrator. 

(b) Directors of NASA Field Installa-
tions and other component installa-
tions are responsible for execution of 
NASA’s programs, largely through con-
tracts with research, development, and 
manufacturing enterprises. A broad 
range of research and development ac-
tivities are conducted at NASA field 
installations and other component in-
stallations by Government-employed 
scientists, engineers, and technicians 
to evaluate new concepts and phe-
nomena and to maintain the capability 
required to manage contracts with pri-
vate enterprises. Although these field 
installations have a primary program 
responsibility to the program office to 
which they report, they also conduct 
work for the other program offices. 

(c) The NASA field installations and 
a brief description of their responsibil-
ities are as follows: 

(1) Ames Research Center, Moffett 
Field, CA 94035. The Center manages a 
diverse program of research and devel-

opment in support of the Nation’s aero-
space program and maintains unique 
research and test facilities including 
wind tunnels, simulators, supercom-
puters, and flight test ranges. Current 
areas of emphasis include the develop-
ment of aerospace vehicle concepts 
through synergistic application of the 
Center’s complete capabilities, ranging 
from computation and experimentation 
(in wind tunnels and simulators) to 
flight testing; research in support of 
human adaptation and productivity in 
the microgravity environment; and re-
search and development of human/ma-
chine interfaces and levels of automa-
tion to optimize the operation of future 
aerospace systems, as well as future 
hypersonic vehicles and probes. Spe-
cifically, the Center’s major program 
responsibilities are concentrated in 
computational and experimental fluid 
dynamics and aerodynamics; fluid and 
thermal physics; rotorcraft, powered- 
lift, and high-performance aircraft 
technology; flight simulation and re-
search; controls and guidance; aero-
space human factors; automation 
sciences, space and life sciences; air-
borne sciences and applications; space 
biology and medicine; and ground and 
flight projects in support of aero-
nautics and space technology. In addi-
tion to these major program respon-
sibilities, the Center provides support 
for military programs and major agen-
cy projects such as the Space Transpor-
tation System, Space Station, and the 
National Aero-Space Plane. 

(2) Goddard Space Flight Center, Green-
belt, MD 20771. The Center conducts 
Earth-orbital spacecraft and experi-
ment development flight operations. It 
develops and operates tracking and 
data acquisition systems and conducts 
supporting mission operations. It also 
develops and operates spacelab pay-
loads; space physics research program; 
Earth science and applications pro-
grams; life science programs; informa-
tion systems technology; sounding 
rockets and sounding rocket payloads; 
launch vehicles; balloons and balloon 
experiments; planetary science experi-
ments; and sensors for environmental 
monitoring and ocean dynamics. 

(3) John F. Kennedy Space Center, Ken-
nedy Space Center, FL 32899. The Center 
designs, constructs, operates, and 
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maintains space vehicle facilities and 
ground support equipment for launch 
and recovery operations. The Center is 
also responsible for prelaunch oper-
ations, launch operations, and payload 
processing for the space shuttle and ex-
pendable launch vehicle programs, and 
landing operations for the space shut-
tle orbiter; also recovery and refurbish-
ment of the reusable solid rocket 
booster. 

(4) Langley Research Center, Hampton, 
VA 23665. The Center performs research 
in long-haul aircraft technology; gen-
eral aviation commuter aircraft tech-
nology; military aircraft and missile 
technology; National Aero-Space 
Plane; fundamental aerodynamics; 
computational fluid dynamics; propul-
sion/airframe integration; unsteady 
aerodynamics and aeroelasticity; 
hypersonic propulsion; aerospace 
acoustics; aerospace vehicle structures 
and materials; computational struc-
tural mechanics; space structures and 
dynamics; controls/structures inter-
action; aeroservoelasticity; inter-
disciplinary research; aerothermo-
dynamics; aircraft flight management 
and operating procedures; advanced 
displays; computer science; 
electromagnetics; automation and ro-
botics; reliable, fault-tolerant systems 
and software; aircraft flight control 
systems; advanced space vehicle con-
figurations; advanced space station de-
velopment; technology experiments in 
space; remote sensor and data acquisi-
tion and communication technology; 
space electronics and control systems; 
planetary entry technology; non-
destructive evaluation and measure-
ments technology; atmospheric 
sciences; Earth radiation budget; at-
mospheric dynamics; space power con-
version and transmission; space envi-
ronmental effects; and systems anal-
ysis of advanced aerospace vehicles. 

(5) Lewis Research Center, Cleveland, 
OH 44135. The Center manages the de-
sign and development of the power gen-
eration, storage, and distribution sys-
tem for Space Station Freedom. The 
Center is also responsible for con-
ducting research and technology ac-
tivities in the following areas: 
airbreathing propulsion systems, in-
cluding those needed for the National 
Aero-Space Plane; turbomachinery 

thermodynamics and aerodynamics; 
fuel and combustion; aero and space 
propulsion systems; space power; power 
transmission; tribology; internal en-
gine computational fluid dynamics; 
materials; structural analysis; instru-
mentation; space communications, in-
cluding design and development of the 
Advanced Communications Technology 
Satellite (ACTS); the ACTS experi-
ments program; design, development, 
and fabrication of microgravity space 
experiments; and the procurement of 
intermediate and large-class expend-
able launch vehicle launch services. 
The Center also plays an important 
role in planning the Space Exploration 
Initiative and in implementing the Ex-
ploration Technology Program. In ad-
dition, the Center provides research 
and technology support to the Depart-
ment of Defense and assists the private 
sector in identifying potential indus-
trial applications and commercializa-
tion of NASA-developed technology. 

(6) Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center, 
Houston, TX 77058. The Center manages 
the development and operation of the 
space shuttle, a manned space trans-
portation system developed for the 
United States by NASA. The shuttle is 
designed to reduce the cost of using 
space for commercial, scientific, and 
defense needs. The Center is respon-
sible for development, production, de-
livery, and flight operation of the or-
biter vehicle, that portion of the space 
shuttle that is designed to take crew 
and experiments into space, place sat-
ellites in orbit, retrieve ailing sat-
ellites, etc. The shuttle crew (up to 
seven people) includes pilots, mission 
specialists, and payload specialists. 
Crew personnel (other than payload 
specialists) are recruited, selected, and 
trained by the Center. It is also respon-
sible for design, development, and test-
ing of spaceflight payloads and associ-
ated systems for manned flight; for 
planning and conducting manned 
spaceflight missions; and for directing 
medical, engineering, and scientific ex-
periments that are helping us under-
stand and improve the environment. 
For the space station program, the 
Center provides support in the areas of 
headquarters level A responsibilities 
and project management. 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:31 Jan 22, 2013 Jkt 229049 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\229049.XXX 229049w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 



9 

National Aeronautics and Space Admin. § 1201.300 

(7) George C. Marshall Space Flight 
Center, Marshall Space Flight Center, AL 
35812. The Center manages, develops, 
and tests the External Tank, Solid 
Rocket Booster, and main engines, 
which are major portions of the space 
shuttle project; oversees the develop-
ment of the U.S. Spacelab; manages 
the space telescope; and conducts re-
search in structural systems, materials 
science engineering, electronics, guid-
ance, navigation, and control. 

(8) John C. Stennis Space Center, Sten-
nis Space Center, MS 39529. The Center 
plans and manages research and devel-
opment activities in the field of space 
and terrestrial applications; space 
flight; research in oceanography, mete-
orology, and environmental sciences. 
The Center coordinates research be-
tween the Administration and other 
government agencies. 

(d) The NASA Office of Inspector 
General is established pursuant to Act 
of Congress, Public Law 95–452, as 
amended, 5 U.S.C. App. III. The Inspec-
tor General is appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, without regard to 
political affiliation and solely on the 
basis of integrity and demonstrated 
ability in accounting, auditing, finan-
cial analysis, law, management anal-
ysis, public administration, or inves-
tigations. The Inspector General ap-
points an Assistant Inspector General 
for Auditing, who is responsible for su-
pervising the performance of auditing 
activities relating to NASA’s programs 
and operations, and an Assistant In-
spector General for Investigations, who 
is responsible for supervising the per-
formance of NASA’s investigative ac-
tivities. It is the duty and responsi-
bility of the Inspector General to pro-
vide policy direction, to conduct, su-
pervise and coordinate audits and in-
vestigations related to NASA’s pro-
grams and operations in order to pro-
mote economy and efficiency, and to 
prevent and detect fraud and abuse in 
these programs and operations. The In-
spector General must report expedi-
tiously to the Attorney General when-
ever the Inspector General has reason-
able grounds to believe there has been 
a violation of Federal criminal law. 
The Inspector General is responsible 
for keeping the Administrator and Con-

gress fully and currently informed, by 
reports concerning fraud and other se-
rious problems, abuses, and defi-
ciencies related to NASA’s programs 
and operations, for recommending cor-
rective actions, and for reporting on 
the progress in implementing such cor-
rective actions. The Inspector General 
reports to the Administrator, but nei-
ther the Administrator nor the Deputy 
Administrator can prevent or prohibit 
the Inspector General from initiating, 
carrying out, or completing any audit 
or investigation, or from issuing any 
subpoena under authority of the In-
spector General Act. In carrying out 
the responsibilities, the Inspector Gen-
eral shall comply with standards estab-
lished by the Comptroller General of 
the United States for audits of govern-
mental organizations, programs, ac-
tivities, and functions. The Inspector 
General reports to Congress on a semi-
annual basis, summarizing the activi-
ties of the office. These reports are 
available to the public upon request 
within 60 days of their transmission to 
the Congress. Anyone wishing to report 
instances of fraud, waste, or mis-
management in NASA’s programs and 
operations can call the Inspector Gen-
eral Hotline at 755–3402 in the Wash-
ington, DC, area or toll free (800) 424– 
9183 for all other areas. The office 
maintains a 24-hour answering service. 
Identities of complainants can be kept 
confidential. Written complaints can 
be sent to the NASA Inspector General, 
P.O. Box 23089, L’Enfant Plaza Station, 
Washington, DC 20026. 

(e) For more detailed description of 
NASA’s organizational structure, see 
the ‘‘U.S. Government Manual.’’ 

Subpart 3—Boards and 
Committees 

§ 1201.300 Boards and committees. 
Various boards and committees have 

been established as part of the perma-
nent organization structure of NASA. 
These include: 

(a) Board of Contract Appeals. (1) The 
Board is established in accordance with 
the Contract Disputes Act of 1978 (41 
U.S.C. 601–613). The function of the 
Board is to decide appeals from deci-
sions of contracting officers relating to 
a contract made by NASA. 
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