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18 CFR Ch. I (4–1–13 Edition) § 157.216 

Account No. 822 of part 201, Under-
ground Storage Exploration and Devel-
opment Expenses. 

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as 
amended by Order 493, 53 FR 15030, Apr. 27, 
1988; Order 603, 64 FR 26609, May 14, 1999; 72 
FR 5614, Feb. 7, 2007; 73 FR 8191, Feb. 13, 2008; 
74 FR 6539, Feb. 10, 2009; 75 FR 8246, Feb. 24, 
2010; 76 FR 8294, Feb. 14, 2011; 77 FR 8725, Feb. 
15, 2012; 78 FR 8390, Feb. 6, 2013] 

§ 157.216 Abandonment. 

(a) Automatic authorization. The cer-
tificate holder is authorized pursuant 
to section 7(b) of the Natural Gas Act 
to abandon gas supply facilities, and: 

(1) A receipt or delivery point, or re-
lated supply or delivery lateral, pro-
vided the facility has not been used to 
provide: 

(i) Interruptible transportation serv-
ice during the one year period prior to 
the effective date of the proposed aban-
donment, or 

(ii) Firm transportation service dur-
ing the one year period prior to the ef-
fective date of the proposed abandon-
ment, provided the point is no longer 
covered under a firm contract; or 

(2) A facility that did or could now 
qualify for automatic authorization as 
described in § 157.203(b), provided the 
certificate holder obtains the written 
consent of each customer served using 
the facility during the past 12 months. 

(b) Prior notice. Subject to the notice 
requirements of § 157.205, the certificate 
holder is authorized pursuant to sec-
tion 7(b) of the Natural Gas Act to 
abandon: 

(1) Any receipt or delivery point if all 
of the existing customers of the pipe-
line served through the receipt or de-
livery point consent in writing to the 
abandonment. When filing a request for 
authorization of the proposed abandon-
ment under the notice procedures of 
§ 157.205, the certificate holder shall no-
tify, in writing, the State public serv-
ice commission having regulatory au-
thority over retail service to the cus-
tomers served through the delivery 
point. 

(2) Any other facility that did or 
could now qualify for prior notice au-
thorization as described in § 157.203(c), 
provided the certificate holder obtains 
the written consent of each customer 

served using the facility during the 
past 12 months. 

(c) Contents of request. In addition to 
the requirements of § 157.205(b), re-
quests filed for activities described 
under paragraph (b) shall describe: 

(1) The location, type, size, and 
length of the subject facilities. For fa-
cilities not constructed or acquired 
under blanket certificate authority, an 
estimate of the current cost to rep-
licate such facilities; 

(2) The docket authorizing the con-
struction and operation of the facilities 
to be abandoned; 

(3) For each facility an oath state-
ment that all of the customers served 
during the past year by the subject fa-
cilities have consented to the abandon-
ment, or an explanation of why the 
customers’ consent is not available; 

(4) A proposed accounting treatment 
of any facilities to be abandoned. 

(5) For any abandonment resulting in 
earth disturbance, a USGS 71⁄2-minute- 
series (scale 1:24,000 or 1:25,000) topo-
graphic map (or map of equivalent or 
greater detail, as appropriate) showing 
the location of the proposed facilities 
and a concise analysis discussing the 
relevant issues outlined in § 380.12 of 
this chapter. 

(d) Reporting requirements. The annual 
report filed by the certificate holder 
shall contain, for each abandonment 
authorized under paragraph (a) of this 
section: 

(1) A description of the facilities 
abandoned under this section. For fa-
cilities not constructed or acquired 
under blanket certificate authority, an 
estimate of the current cost to rep-
licate such facilities; 

(2) The docket number(s) of the cer-
tificate(s) authorizing the construction 
and operation of the facilities to be 
abandoned; 

(3) The accounting treatment of the 
facilities abandoned; and 

(4) The date earth disturbance, if 
any, related to the abandonment began 
and the date the facilities were aban-
doned; and 
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(5) The date of the agreements ob-
tained pursuant to § 157.206(b)(3), if 
earth disturbance was involved. 

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as 
amended by Order 234–A, 47 FR 38877, Sept. 3, 
1982; Order 603, 64 FR 26609, May 14, 1999; 
Order 603–A, 64 FR 54536, Oct. 7, 1999; Order 
686, 71 FR 63694, Oct. 31, 2006; 72 FR 54820, 
Sept. 27, 2007] 

§ 157.217 Changes in rate schedules. 
(a) Automatic authorization. The cer-

tificate holder is authorized to permit 
an existing customer, at the cus-
tomer’s request, to change from part 
157 individually certificated transpor-
tation or storage service to part 284 
transportation or storage service, and 
to abandon the part 157 service, if: 

(1) The combined volumetric limita-
tions on deliveries to the customer 
under both rate schedules are not in-
creased, for either annual or peak day 
limitations; 

(2) The conversion will reflect all the 
maximum rates and charges associated 
with the service; 

(3) The changes are consistent with 
the terms of the effective tariffs on file 
with the Commission. The certificate 
holder is granted a limited waiver of 
its tariff requiring posting of available 
capacity. 

(4) The certificate holder shall make 
a filing to reflect removal of the part 
157 rate schedule from its tariff. This 
tariff filing must be filed in the elec-
tronic format required by § 154.4 of this 
chapter. 

(b) Reporting requirements. In the an-
nual report for any year in which the 
certificate holder has permitted an ex-
isting customer to change from one 
rate schedule to another pursuant to 
this section, the certificate holder 
shall state: 

(1) The name of the customer; 
(2) The rate schedules and associated 

rates involved; and 
(3) The effective date of the change. 

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as 
amended by Order 603, 64 FR 26609, May 14, 
1999; Order 603–A, 64 FR 54537, Oct. 7, 1999; 
Order 714, 73 FR 57535, Oct. 3, 2008] 

§ 157.218 Changes in customer name. 
(a) Automatic authorization. The effec-

tive certificates of the certificate hold-
er may be amended to the extent nec-

essary to reflect the change in the 
name of an existing customer, if the 
certificate holder has filed any nec-
essary conforming changes in its Index 
of Customers, including the customer’s 
old name. 

(b) Reporting requirements. For each 
customer name change authorized dur-
ing a calendar year, the certificate 
holder shall include as a part of its an-
nual report: 

(1) The old and new names of the cus-
tomer; and 

(2) A brief explanation of the reason 
for the name change. 

[Order 234, 47 FR 24266, June 4, 1982, as 
amended by Order 603, 64 FR 26609, May 14, 
1999] 

APPENDIX I TO SUBPART F OF PART 157— 
PROCEDURES FOR COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT OF 
1973 UNDER § 157.206(b)(3)(i) 

The following procedures apply to any cer-
tificate holder which undertakes a project to 
be authorized under a blanket certificate 
issued pursuant to subparts E or F of part 157 
and to any other service subject to 
§ 157.206(b) of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission’s (Commission) regulations. 

Pursuant to § 157.206(b)(7) of the Commis-
sion’s regulations, the certificate holder 
shall, upon acceptance of its blanket certifi-
cate, be designated as the Commission’s non- 
Federal representative to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) and the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in order to 
conduct informal consultations with those 
agencies. For purposes of this appendix, 
‘‘listed species’’ and ‘‘critical habitat’’ shall 
have the same meanings as set forth in 50 
CFR 402.02. The certificate holder shall be 
deemed in compliance with § 157.206(b)(2)(vi) 
of the Commission’s regulations only if, 
prior to constructing facilities or aban-
doning facilities by removal under the blan-
ket certificate, it complies with the fol-
lowing procedures: 

1. The certificate holder shall contact the 
appropriate regional office of either the FWS 
or the NMFS (or both the FWS and the 
NMFS, if appropriate) as determined pursu-
ant to 50 CFR 402.01 for the purpose of initi-
ating informal consultations. 

2. The certificate holder shall be deemed in 
compliance with § 157.206(b)(2)(vi) of the Com-
mission’s regulations if the consulted agency 
(either the FWS or NMFS, or both if appro-
priate) initially determines, pursuant to the 
informal consultations: 

(a) That no listed species or its critical 
habitat occur in the project area; and 
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