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with respect to property constructed or 
acquired after January 1, 1970, to the 
extent to which such property in-
creases the productive or operational 
capacity of the utility and is not a re-
placement of existing capacity. Such 
normalization will also be permitted 
for ratemaking purposes. As to bal-
ances in Account No. 282 of the Uni-
form System of Accounts, ‘‘Accumu-
lated deferred income taxes—Other 
property,’’ it will remain the Commis-
sion’s policy to deduct such balances 
from the rate base of natural gas pipe-
line companies in rate proceedings. 

(Secs. 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 301, 304, 308, and 
309 (41 Stat. 1063–1066, 1068, 1072, 1075; 49 Stat. 
838, 839, 840, 841, 854–856, 858–859; 52 Stat. 822, 
823, 825, 826; 76 Stat. 72; 82 Stat. 617; 16 U.S.C. 
796, 797, 803, 808, 809, 816, 825, 825b, 825c, 825g, 
825h, 826i); as amended, secs. 8, 10, and 16 (52 
Stat. 825–826, 830; 15 U.S.C. 717c, 717d, 717g, 
717h, 717i, 717o)) 

[Order 404, 35 FR 7964, May 23, 1970, as 
amended by Order 567, 42 FR 30612, June 16, 
1977] 

§ 2.69 [Reserved] 

§ 2.76 Regulatory treatment of pay-
ments made in lieu of take-or-pay 
obligations. 

With respect to payments made to a 
first seller of natural gas as consider-
ation for waiving or revising any agree-
ment for the first sale of natural gas, 
as defined by section (2)(21) of the Nat-
ural Gas Policy Act (NGPA), the Com-
mission sets forth the following state-
ment of general policy and interpreta-
tion of law. 

(a) Payments in consideration. A first 
seller of natural gas that receives pay-
ments as consideration for amending or 
waiving the take-or-pay or similar 
minimum payment provisions of a con-
tract for the first sale of natural gas is 
not in violation of section 504(a) of the 
NGPA. 

(b) Recovery in rates. A pipeline that 
makes any payments referred to under 
paragraph (a) of this section, to first 
sellers may file to recover such costs in 
any section 4(e) rate filing other than a 
filing to recover purchased gas costs. 

(c) Case-specific review. A pipeline’s 
method of recovering these costs and 
how it should apportion them among 
customers will be addressed on a case- 

by-case basis in the context of indi-
vidual rate case filings. 

(d) Customers’ rights. When a pipeline 
seeks to recover payments referred to 
under paragraph (a) of this section, its 
customers will have the full oppor-
tunity contemplated by section 4 of the 
Natural Gas Act to raise questions as 
to the prudence of such payments, the 
apportionment of costs among cus-
tomers proposed by the filing pipeline, 
and any other reasonably related mat-
ters. 

(e) Certificate amendments and aban-
donment. With regard to natural gas 
the sale of which is subject to the Com-
mission’s jurisdiction under the Nat-
ural Gas Act, if any payments referred 
to under paragraph (a) of this section 
are accompanied by a change in or a 
termination of, the first seller’s con-
tractual obligation to provide natural 
gas service, the Commission will, as a 
general policy under sections 7(c) and 
7(b) of the Natural Gas Act, expedi-
tiously grant any certificate amend-
ments or abandonment authorizations, 
required to effectuate such contractual 
or service modifications. 

In cases where a producer abandon-
ment application is based on payments 
made pursuant to this policy state-
ment, the interstate pipeline making 
the payments will be deemed to have 
waived any right to oppose the aban-
donment. 

[50 FR 16080, Apr. 24, 1985, as amended by 
Order 436, 50 FR 42487, Oct. 18, 1985] 

§ 2.78 Utilization and conservation of 
natural resources—natural gas. 

(a)(1) The national interests in the 
development and utilization of natural 
gas resources throughout the United 
States will be served by recognition 
and implementation of the following 
priority-of-service categories for use 
during periods of curtailed deliveries 
by jurisdictional pipeline companies: 

(i) Residential, small commercial 
(less than 50 Mcf on a peak day). 

(ii) Large commercial requirements 
(50 Mcf or more on a peak day), firm in-
dustrial requirements for plant protec-
tion, feedstock and process needs, and 
pipeline customer storage injection re-
quirements. 

(iii) All industrial requirements not 
specified in paragraph (a)(1)(ii), (iv), 
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