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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission § 4.81 

§ 4.80 Applicability. 
Sections 4.80 through 4.83 pertain to 

preliminary permits under Part I of the 
Federal Power Act. The sole purpose of 
a preliminary permit is to secure pri-
ority of application for a license for a 
water power project under Part I of the 
Federal Power Act while the permittee 
obtains the data and performs the acts 
required to determine the feasibility of 
the project and to support an applica-
tion for a license. 

[Order 54, 44 FR 61336, Oct. 25, 1979, as amend-
ed by Order 413, 50 FR 11685, Mar. 25, 1985] 

§ 4.81 Contents of application. 
Each application for a preliminary 

permit must include the following ini-
tial statement and numbered exhibits 
containing the information and docu-
ments specified: 

(a) Initial statement: 

BEFORE THE FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY 
COMMISSION 

Application for Preliminary Permit 

(1) [Name of applicant] applies to the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission for a 
preliminary permit for the proposed [name 
of project] water power project, as described 
in the attached exhibits. This application is 
made in order that the applicant may secure 
and maintain priority of application for a li-
cense for the project under Part I of the Fed-
eral Power Act while obtaining the data and 
performing the acts required to determine 
the feasibility of the project and to support 
an application for a license. 

(2) The location of the proposed project is: 

State or territory: lllllllllllll

County: lllllllllllllllllll

Township or nearby town: lllllllll

Stream or other body of water: lllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllll

(3) The exact name, business address, and 
telephone number of the applicant are: 

llllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllll

The exact name and business address of 
each person authorized to act as agent for 
the applicant in this application are: 
llllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllll

(4) [Name of applicant] is a [citizen, asso-
ciation, citizens, domestic corporation, mu-
nicipality, or State, as appropriate] and (is/is 
not) claiming preference under section 7(a) 
of the Federal Power Act. [If the applicant is 

a municipality, the applicant must submit 
copies of applicable state or local laws or a 
municipal charter or, if such laws or docu-
ments are not clear, any other appropriate 
legal authority, evidencing that the munici-
pality is competent under such laws to en-
gage in the business of development, trans-
mitting, utilizing, or distributing power]. 

(5) The proposed term of the requested per-
mit is [period not to exceed 36 months]. 

(6) If there is any existing dam or other 
project facility, the applicant must provide 
the name and address of the owner of the 
dam and facility. If the dam is federally 
owned or operated, provide the name of the 
agency. 

(b) Exhibit 1 must contain a descrip-
tion of the proposed project, specifying 
and including, to the extent possible: 

(1) The number, physical composi-
tion, dimensions, general configuration 
and, where applicable, age and condi-
tion, of any dams, spillways, 
penstocks, powerhouses, tailraces, or 
other structures, whether existing or 
proposed, that would be part of the 
project; 

(2) The estimated number, surface 
area, storage capacity, and normal 
maximum surface elevation (mean sea 
level) of any reservoirs, whether exist-
ing or proposed, that would be part of 
the project; 

(3) The estimated number, length, 
voltage, interconnections, and, where 
applicable, age and condition, of any 
primary transmission lines whether ex-
isting or proposed, that would be part 
of the project [see 16 U.S.C. 796(11)]; 

(4) The total estimated average an-
nual energy production and installed 
capacity (provide only one energy and 
capacity value), the hydraulic head for 
estimating capacity and energy output, 
and the estimated number, rated ca-
pacity, and, where applicable, the age 
and condition, of any turbines and gen-
erators, whether existing or proposed, 
that would be part of the project 
works; 

(5) All lands of the United States 
that are enclosed within the proposed 
project boundary described under para-
graph (d)(3)(i) of this section, identified 
and tabulated on a separate sheet by 
legal subdivisions of a public land sur-
vey of the affected area, if available. If 
the project boundary includes lands of 
the United States, such lands must be 
identified on a completed land descrip-
tion form (FERC Form 587), provided 
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