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§19.3

(p) Previous spouse means any person
formerly married to a principal, wheth-
er or not such person qualifies as a
former spouse under paragraph (k) of
this section.

(q) Principal means a participant or
former participant whose service forms
the basis for a benefit under chapter 8
of the Act for a spouse, previous
spouse, former spouse or child of a par-
ticipant.

(r) PER/ER/RET means the Depart-
ment’s Retirement Division in the Bu-
reau of Personnel.

(s) Pro rata share means, in the case
of any former spouse of any participant
or former participant, a percentage
which is equal to the percentage that
(1) the number of years and months
during which the former spouse was
married to the participant during the
creditable service of that participant is
of (2) the total number of years and
months of such creditable service.
When making this calculation, item (1)
is adjusted in accordance with para-
graph (K) of this section and item (2) is
adjusted in accordance with §19.4. In
the total period, 30 days constitutes a
month and any period of less than 30
days is not counted.

(t) Spousal agreement means any writ-
ten agreement between a participant or
former participant, and the partici-
pant’s spouse or former spouse.

(u) Student means a child regularly
pursuing a full-time course of study or
training in residence in a high school,
trade school, technical or vocational
institute, junior college, university, or
comparable recognized educational in-
stitution. A child who is a student
shall not be deemed to have ceased to
be a student during any interim be-
tween school years, semesters, or
terms if the interim or other period of
nonattendance does not exceed 5 cal-
endar months and if the child shows to
the satisfaction of the Retirement Di-
vision (PER/ER/RET) that the child
has a bona fide intention of continuing
to pursue such course during the school
year, semester, or term immediately
following the interim.

(v) Surviving spouse means the sur-
viving wife or husband of a participant
or annuitant who, in the case of death
in service or marriage after retire-
ment, was married to the participant
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or annuitant for at least one year im-
mediately preceding death or is the
parent of a child born of the marriage.
(w) System means the Foreign Service
Retirement and Disability System.

[46 FR 12958, Feb. 19, 1981. Redesignated and
amended at 46 FR 18970, Mar. 27, 1981]

§19.3 Participants.

The following persons are partici-
pants in the System:

(a) Members of the Service serving
under a career appointment or as a ca-
reer candidate under section 306 of the
Act (1) in the Senior Foreign Service,
or (2) assigned to a salary class in the
Foreign Service Schedule;

(b) Any person not otherwise entitled
to be a participant who has served as
chief of mission or an ambassador at
large for an aggregate period of 20
years or more, exclusive of extra serv-
ice credit for service at unhealthful
posts, and who has paid into the Fund
a special contribution for each year of
service;

(c) Any individual who was appointed
as a Binational Center Grantee and
who completed, prior to February 15,
1981, at least 5 years of satisfactory
service as a grantee, as determined by
the Director of Personnel of USICA, or
under any other appointment under the
Foreign Service Act of 1946, as amend-
ed, who has paid into the Fund a spe-
cial contribution for such service.

(d) Any person converted to the com-
petitive service pursuant to section
2104 of the Act who elects to partici-
pate in the System pursuant to section
2106(b)(1) or (2) shall remain a partici-
pant so long as he/she is employed in
an agency which is authorized to uti-
lize the Foreign Service personnel sys-
tem.

§19.4 Special rules for computing
creditable service for purposes of
payments to former spouses.

For purposes of determining the pro
rata share of annuity, survivor annuity
or lump-sum payable to a former
spouse, the following shall be consid-
ered creditable service—

(a) The entire period of a principal’s
approved leave without pay during full-
time service with an organization com-
posed primarily of Government em-
ployees irrespective of whether the
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