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§33.10 Payments.

The Office Director, Office of Marine
Conservation, Bureau of Oceans and
International Environmental and Sci-
entific Affairs, will pay the claimant
the amount calculated under §33.9.
Payment will be made as promptly as
practicable, but may be delayed pend-
ing the appropriation of sufficient
funds, should fee collections not be
adequate to sustain the operation of
the Fund. The Director shall notify the
claimant of the amount approved for
payment as promptly as practicable
and the same shall thereafter con-
stitute a valid, but non-interest bear-
ing obligation of the Government.
Delays in payments are not a direct
consequence of seizure and detention
and cannot therefore be construed as
increasing the compensable period for
lost fishing time. If there is a question
about distribution of the proceeds of
the claim, the Director may request
proof of interest from all parties, and
will settle this issue.

§33.11 Records.

The Office Director, Office of Marine
Conservation, Bureau of Oceans and
International Environmental and Sci-
entific Affairs will have the right to in-
spect claimants’ books and records as a
precondition to approving claims. All
claims must contain written authoriza-
tion of the guaranteed party for any
international, federal, state, or local
governmental Agencies to provide the
Office Director, Office of Marine Con-
servation, Bureau of Oceans and Inter-
national Environmental and Scientific
Affairs any data or information perti-
nent to a claim.

§33.12 Penalties.

Persons who willfully make any false
or misleading statement or representa-
tion to obtain compensation from the
Fund are subject to criminal prosecu-
tion under 22 U.S.C. 1980(g). This pro-
vides penalties up to $25,000 or impris-
onment for up to one year, or both.
Any evidence of criminal conduct will
be promptly forwarded to the United
States Department of Justice for ac-
tion. Additionally, misrepresentation,
concealment, or fraud, or acts inten-
tionally designed to result in seizure,
may void the guaranty agreement.
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§34.1 Purpose.

These regulations prescribe the pro-
cedures to be used by the United States
Department of State (STATE) in the
collection of debts owed to STATE and
to the United States.

§34.2 Scope.

(a) Except as set forth in this part or
otherwise provided by law, STATE will
conduct administrative actions to col-
lect debts (including offset, com-
promise, suspension, termination, dis-
closure and referral) in accordance
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