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made by a specified date. Unless other-
wise provided in the lease, such inter-
est charges and late payment penalties 
will apply in the absence of any spe-
cific notice to the tenant from us or 
the Indian landowners, and the failure 
to pay such amounts will be treated as 
a lease violation under § 162.251 of this 
subpart. 

§ 162.226 To whom can rent payments 
be made under an agricultural 
lease? 

(a) An agricultural lease must specify 
whether rent payments will be made 
directly to the Indian landowners or to 
us on behalf of the Indian landowners. 
If the lease provides for payment to be 
made directly to the Indian land-
owners, the lease must also require 
that the tenant retain specific docu-
mentation evidencing proof of pay-
ment, such as canceled checks, cash re-
ceipt vouchers, or copies of money or-
ders or cashier’s checks, consistent 
with the provisions of §§ 162.112 and 
162.113 of this part. 

(b) Rent payments made directly to 
the Indian landowners must be made to 
the parties specified in the lease, un-
less the tenant receives notice of a 
change of ownership. Unless otherwise 
provided in the lease, rent payments 
may not be made payable directly to 
anyone other than the Indian land-
owners. 

(c) A lease that provides for rent pay-
ments to be made directly to the In-
dian landowners must also provide for 
such payments to be suspended and the 
rent thereafter paid to us, rather than 
directly to the Indian landowners, if: 

(1) An Indian landowner dies; 
(2) An Indian landowner requests 

that payment be made to us; 
(3) An Indian landowner is found by 

us to be in need of assistance in man-
aging his/her financial affairs; or 

(4) We determine, in our discretion 
and after consultation with the Indian 
landowner(s), that direct payment 
should be discontinued. 

§ 162.227 What form of rent payment 
can be accepted under an agricul-
tural lease? 

(a) When rent payments are made di-
rectly to the Indian landowners, the 

form of payment must be acceptable to 
the Indian landowners. 

(b) Payments made to us may be de-
livered in person or by mail. We will 
not accept cash, foreign currency, or 
third-party checks. We will accept: 

(1) Personal or business checks drawn 
on the account of the tenant; 

(2) Money orders; 
(3) Cashier’s checks; 
(4) Certified checks; or 
(5) Electronic funds transfer pay-

ments. 

§ 162.228 What other types of pay-
ments are required under an agri-
cultural lease? 

(a) The tenant may be required to 
pay additional fees, taxes, and/or as-
sessments associated with the use of 
the land, as determined by the tribe 
having jurisdiction over the land. The 
tenant must pay these amounts to the 
appropriate tribal official. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided in 
part 171 of this chapter, if the leased 
premises are within an Indian irriga-
tion project or drainage district, the 
tenant must pay all operation and 
maintenance charges that accrue dur-
ing the lease term. The tenant must 
pay these amounts to the appropriate 
official in charge of the irrigation 
project or drainage district. Failure to 
make such payments will constitute a 
violation of the lease under § 162.251. 

§ 162.229 How long can the term of an 
agricultural lease run? 

(a) An agricultural lease must pro-
vide for a definite lease term, speci-
fying the commencement date. The 
commencement date of the lease may 
not be more than one year after the 
date on which the lease is approved. 

(b) The lease term must be reason-
able, given the purpose of the lease and 
the level of investment required. Un-
less otherwise provided by statute, the 
maximum term may not exceed ten 
years, unless a substantial investment 
in the improvement of the land is re-
quired. If such a substantial invest-
ment is required, the maximum term 
may be up to 25 years. 

(c) Where all of the trust or re-
stricted interests in a tract are owned 
by a deceased Indian whose heirs and 
devisees have not yet been determined, 
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the maximum term may not exceed 
two years. 

(d) An agricultural lease may not 
provide the tenant with an option to 
renew, and such a lease may not be re-
newed or extended by holdover. 

§ 162.230 Can an agricultural lease be 
amended, assigned, sublet, or mort-
gaged? 

(a) An agricultural lease may author-
ize amendments, assignments, sub-
leases, or mortgages of the leasehold 
interest, but only with the written con-
sent of the parties to the lease in the 
same manner the original lease was ap-
proved, and our approval. An attempt 
by the tenant to mortgage the lease-
hold interest or authorize possession 
by another party, without the nec-
essary consent and approval, will be 
treated as a lease violation under 
§ 162.251 of this subpart. 

(b) An agricultural lease may author-
ize us, one or more of the Indian land-
owners, or a designated representative 
of the Indian landowners, to consent to 
an amendment, assignment, sublease, 
mortgage, or other type of agreement, 
on the landowners’ behalf. A des-
ignated landowner or representative 
may not negotiate or consent to an 
amendment, assignment, or sublease 
that would: 

(1) Reduce the rentals payable to the 
other Indian landowners; or 

(2) Terminate or modify the term of 
the lease. 

(c) Where the Indian landowners have 
not designated a representative for the 
purpose of consenting to an amend-
ment, assignment, sublease, mortgage, 
or other type of agreement, such con-
sent may be granted by or on behalf of 
the landowners in the same manner as 
a new lease, under §§ 162.207 through 
162.209 of this subpart. 

§ 162.231 How can the land be used 
under an agricultural lease? 

(a) An agricultural lease must de-
scribe the authorized uses of the leased 
premises. Any use of the leased prem-
ises for an unauthorized purpose, or a 
failure by the tenant to maintain con-
tinuous operations throughout the 
lease term, will be treated as a lease 
violation under § 162.251 of this subpart. 

(b) An agricultural lease must re-
quire that farming and grazing oper-
ations be conducted in accordance with 
recognized principles of sustained yield 
management, integrated resource man-
agement planning, sound conservation 
practices, and other community goals 
as expressed in applicable tribal laws, 
leasing policies, or agricultural re-
source management plans. Appropriate 
stipulations or conservation plans 
must be developed and incorporated in 
all agricultural leases. 

§ 162.232 Can improvements be made 
under an agricultural lease? 

An agricultural lease must generally 
describe the type and location of any 
improvements to be constructed by the 
lessee. Unless otherwise provided in the 
lease, any specific plans for the con-
struction of those improvements will 
not require the consent of the Indian 
owners or our approval. 

§ 162.233 Who will own the improve-
ments made under an agricultural 
lease? 

(a) An agricultural lease may specify 
who will own any improvements con-
structed by the tenant, during the 
lease term. The lease must indicate 
whether any improvements con-
structed by the tenant will remain on 
the leased premises upon the expira-
tion or termination of the lease, pro-
viding for the improvements to either: 

(1) Remain on the leased premises, in 
a condition satisfactory to the Indian 
landowners and us; or 

(2) Be removed within a time period 
specified in the lease, at the tenant’s 
expense, with the leased premises to be 
restored as close as possible to their 
condition prior to construction of such 
improvements. 

(b) If the lease allows the tenant to 
remove the improvements, it must also 
provide the Indian landowners with an 
option to waive the removal require-
ment and take possession of the im-
provements if they are not removed 
within the specified time period. If the 
Indian landowners choose not to exer-
cise this option, we will take appro-
priate enforcement action to ensure re-
moval at the tenant’s expense. 
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