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lease so executed shall be subject to 
the approval of the Secretary of the In-
terior and may be accepted or rejected 
by him when submitted for his ap-
proval. The right is reserved to the 
Secretary of the Interior, in the event 
of the rejection of such lease, to au-
thorize and instruct the superintendent 
to accept the offer of some competitive 
bidder or to readvertise the land for 
lease. The report of the superintendent 
to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
relative to the auction sale shall con-
tain full information as to all bids re-
ceived for the lease rights on the land. 
If any person or party fails or refuses 
to execute a lease after being declared 
the highest bidder or after being 
awarded such lease, the amount ten-
dered with his bid shall be forfeited to 
the superintendent for the benefit of 
the owner of the land. 

§ 215.9 Execution of leases. 
Whenever a lease award to a proposed 

lessee has been approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, as provided in 
§§ 215.7 and 215.8, the lease contract 
shall be executed by the Indian owner 
of the land, if he be an adult and not 
incompetent as defined in § 215.0(c). Be-
fore any lease is entered into by the In-
dian owners or is approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior, all the adult and 
competent owners or co-owners of the 
tract of land which it is proposed to 
lease, shall be furnished by the Bureau 
such geological reports as may be 
available or that can be secured from 
the representative of the Geological 
Survey showing the estimated mineral 
reserves on said property, the esti-
mated reasonable value of such prop-
erty for mining purposes, and such 
other data as might reasonably be nec-
essary to fully advise the owners of 
said property of the then present sta-
tus and mining value of their lands. If 
the Quapaw or other Indian owner of 
the land is a minor, or is otherwise an 
incompetent as defined in the regula-
tions in this part, the lease contract 
shall be executed by the super-
intendent for and on behalf of such 
minor or such incompetent. The leases 
executed, either by the Indian owner of 
the land or by the superintendent in 
his behalf, shall be subject to the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior 

and shall be effective only upon such 
approval. 

[22 FR 10608, Dec. 24, 1957. Redesignated at 47 
FR 13327, Mar. 30, 1982; 48 FR 13414, Mar. 31, 
1983] 

§ 215.10 Renewal of leases on devel-
oped lands. 

(a) In cases where the lands have 
heretofore been leased, and lead and 
zinc ores have been discovered hereon, 
and it shall appear to the Secretary of 
the Interior to be advisable and to the 
best interests of the Indian owners of 
the lands that the terms of the existing 
lease or leases be extended or that a 
new lease or leases for an additional 
period of time, or that a new lease or 
leases to take effect upon the expira-
tion of present valid leases, should, 
upon application therefor, be granted 
to either the present lessees or to par-
ties holding under assignments, sub-
leases, or mining contracts, from such 
present lessees, or to parties who have 
expended capital in lead and zinc min-
ing operation and development of the 
land under such leases, assignments, 
subleases, or mining contracts, a new 
lease or leases or contract of extension 
or existing lease or leases as may be 
authorized by the Secretary of the In-
terior may be entered into with the 
proper party or parties as may be de-
termined by said Secretary of the Inte-
rior, and such new lease or leases or 
contract of extension of existing lease 
or leases shall be executed subject to 
the regulations in this part by and be-
tween the Indian owner of the land, if 
an adult and not incompetent as de-
fined in § 215.0 (c), and said proper party 
or parties. If the Quapaw or other In-
dian owner of the land is a minor or an 
otherwise incompetent as defined in 
§ 215.0 (c), the superintendent shall exe-
cute the new lease or leases or contract 
of extension of existing lease or leases 
for and on behalf of said Indian minor 
or incompetent. Said new leases or con-
tracts of extension of old leases, wheth-
er executed by the Indian owner of the 
land or by the superintendent for and 
in his behalf, shall be subject to the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior 
and shall become effective only upon 
such approval. No offering for sale at 
public auction or advertisement of sale 
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will be necessary in reference to con-
tracts of extension of leases, or to 
leases entered into under this section, 
as above provided, but such lease or 
contract shall be upon such terms as to 
bonus and royalty as may be deter-
mined and fixed in each case by the 
Secretary of the Interior under the pro-
visions of § 215.5. The approval by the 
Secretary of the Interior of new leases 
or of the contracts of extension of old 
leases shall be conclusive as to the va-
lidity of said leases, or contracts of ex-
tension of leases, the manner and 
method of negotiating the same, and 
the execution thereof. If, however, in 
any case where lands have heretofore 
been leased and lead and zinc ores have 
been discovered thereon, it shall appear 
to the Secretary of the Interior that 
the extension of the existing lease or 
leases or the granting of new leases to 
the present lessees, or to the persons or 
parties holding under said lessees by 
assignment, sublease, or mining con-
tract, would not be to the best inter-
ests of the Indian owners of the land, 
the Secretary of the Interior may, at 
the expiration, cancellation, or for-
feiture of the existing lease, cause the 
mining lease rights on said land to be 
offered for sale at public auction to the 
highest bidder. If the lead and zinc 
mining lease on said land be offered for 
sale at public auction, the same proce-
dure shall be followed as provided in 
§§ 215.7 through 215.9. 

(b) Applications under the provision 
of this section for a lease or extension 
of lease or for the approval of such 
lease or extension of lease will not be 
received or considered prior to the pe-
riod of 1 year next preceding the date 
of the expiration of such valid existing 
lease or leases as may be on the land 
covered by such application. 

(c) Applications under the provisions 
of this section for a lease or extension 
of lease or for the approval of such 
lease or extension of lease shall be filed 
with the superintendent of the Quapaw 
Agency at any time within the period 
of 1 year next preceding the date of the 
expiration of such valid existing lease 
or leases as may be on the land covered 
by such application, and if the records 
of or papers in the office of said super-
intendent or the records of the county 
court of Ottawa County, Okla., indi-

cate that there are any prior existing 
leases, subleases, assignments of leases 
or mining contracts covering any of 
the land applied for, the super-
intendent shall notify all persons hav-
ing or claiming any rights or interest 
in or under said prior existing leases, 
subleases, assignments of leases, or 
mining contract concerning said appli-
cation for lease or extension of lease, 
and that they will be allowed 10 days in 
which to file with the superintendent 
any objection they may have to the al-
lowance of the application or to the ap-
proval of the new lease or extension of 
existing lease. If objection or protest is 
made by any owner of the land or by 
any person claiming rights or interests 
in or under existing lease, sublease, as-
signment of lease, or mining contract, 
a reasonable time, not exceeding 20 
days, shall be allowed them in which to 
file their statement or brief in support 
of their protest or objection, and a rea-
sonable further time not exceeding 10 
days shall be allowed the applicant for 
new lease or for extension of existing 
lease to reply in support of the applica-
tion. In case of contest, hearings may 
be had if deemed necessary by the Sec-
retary of the Interior or his representa-
tive. The application and papers in 
each case shall be forwarded by the su-
perintendent of the Quapaw Indian 
Agency to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs with his report and rec-
ommendation in regard thereto. 

§ 215.11 New leases where prior leases 
have been forfeited or abandoned. 

In cases where the lands have here-
tofore been leased and lead and zinc 
ores have been discovered but the 
mines and mining operations have been 
abandoned and the leases have been 
canceled or forfeited or have expired, 
special arrangements in the matter of 
the leasing and mining of said lands 
may be made provided the consent 
thereto of the Secretary of the Interior 
be first obtained. Applications con-
taining special offers as to the terms 
and conditions may be considered by 
the Secretary of the Interior and the 
leasing of said lands may be made upon 
such special terms and conditions as 
the Secretary of the Interior may in 
each case deem to be for the best inter-
ests of the Indian owners of the land. 
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