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refund of foreign death tax claimed as 
a credit under section 2014, such tax 
shall not bear interest for any period 
before the receipt of the refund, except 
to the extent that interest was paid by 
the foreign country on the refund. 

GROSS ESTATE 

§ 20.2031–0 Table of contents. 
This section lists the section head-

ings and undesignated center headings 
that appear in the regulations under 
section 2031. 
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sonal effects. 
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§ 20.2031–8 Valuation of certain life insur-
ance and annuity contracts; valuation of 
shares in an open-end investment com-
pany. 

§ 20.2031–9 Valuation of other property. 

Actuarial Tables Applicable Before May 1, 
2009 

§ 20.2031–7A Valuation of annuities, inter-
ests for life or term of years, and remain-
der or reversionary interests for estates 
of decedents for which the valuation date 
of the gross estate is before May 1, 2009. 

[T.D. 9448, 74 FR 21484, May 7, 2009, as amend-
ed at T.D. 9540, 76 FR 49612, Aug. 10, 2011] 

§ 20.2031–1 Definition of gross estate; 
valuation of property. 

(a) Definition of gross estate. Except as 
otherwise provided in this paragraph 
the value of the gross estate of a dece-
dent who was a citizen or resident of 
the United States at the time of his 
death is the total value of the interests 
described in sections 2033 through 2044. 
The gross estate of a decedent who died 
before October 17, 1962, does not include 
real property situated outside the 
United States (as defined in paragraph 
(b)(1) of § 20.0–1). Except as provided in 
paragraph (c) of this section (relating 
to the estates of decedents dying after 
October 16, 1962, and before July 1, 
1964), in the case of a decedent dying 

after October 16, 1962, real property sit-
uated outside the United States which 
comes within the scope of sections 2033 
through 2044 is included in the gross es-
tate to the same extent as any other 
property coming within the scope of 
those sections. In arriving at the value 
of the gross estate the interests de-
scribed in sections 2033 through 2044 
are valued as described in this section, 
§§ 20.2031–2 through 20.2031–9 and 
§ 20.2032–1. The contents of sections 2033 
through 2044 are, in general, as follows: 

(1) Sections 2033 and 2034 are con-
cerned mainly with interests in prop-
erty passing through the decedent’s 
probate estate. Section 2033 includes in 
the decedent’s gross estate any interest 
that the decedent had in property at 
the time of his death. Section 2034 pro-
vides that any interest of the dece-
dent’s surviving spouse in the dece-
dent’s property, such as dower or cur-
tesy, does not prevent the inclusion of 
such property in the decedent’s gross 
estate. 

(2) Sections 2035 through 2038 deal 
with interests in property transferred 
by the decedent during his life under 
such circumstances as to bring the in-
terests within the decedent’s gross es-
tate. Section 2035 includes in the dece-
dent’s gross estate property transferred 
in contemplation of death, even though 
the decedent had not interest in, or 
control over, the property at the time 
of his death. Section 2036 provides for 
the inclusion of transferred property 
with respect to which the decedent re-
tained the income or the power to des-
ignate who shall enjoy the income. 
Section 2037 includes in the decedent’s 
gross estate certain transfers under 
which the beneficial enjoyment of the 
property could be obtained only by sur-
viving the decedent. Section 2038 pro-
vides for the inclusion of transferred 
property if the decedent had at the 
time of his death the power to change 
the beneficial enjoyment of the prop-
erty. It should be noted that there is 
considerable overlap in the application 
of sections 2036 through 2038 with re-
spect to reserved powers, so that trans-
ferred property may be includible in 
the decedent’s gross estate in varying 
degrees under more than one of those 
sections. 
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