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consent from an individual taxpayer to 
disclose tax return information to an-
other tax return preparer located out-
side of the United States, as provided 
under §§ 301.7216–2(c) and 301.7216–2(d), 
the tax return preparer located in the 
United States may not disclose the 
taxpayer’s SSN, and the tax return pre-
parer must redact or otherwise mask 
the taxpayer’s SSN before the tax re-
turn information is disclosed outside of 
the United States. If a tax return pre-
parer located within the United States 
initially receives or obtains a tax-
payer’s SSN from another tax return 
preparer located outside of the United 
States, however, the tax return pre-
parer within the United States may, 
without consent, retransmit the tax-
payer’s SSN to the tax return preparer 
located outside the United States that 
initially provided the SSN to the tax 
return preparer located within the 
United States. For purposes of this sec-
tion, a tax return preparer located out-
side of the United States does not in-
clude a tax return preparer who is con-
tinuously and regularly employed in 
the United States or any territory or 
possession of the United States and 
who is in a temporary travel status 
outside of the United States. 

(ii) Exception. A tax return preparer 
located within the United States, in-
cluding any territory or possession of 
the United States, may obtain consent 
to disclose the taxpayer’s SSN to a tax 
return preparer located outside of the 
United States or any territory or pos-
session of the United States only if the 
tax return preparer within the United 
States discloses the SSN to a tax re-
turn preparer outside of the United 
States through the use of an adequate 
data protection safeguard as defined by 
the Secretary in guidance published in 
the Internal Revenue Bulletin (see 
§ 601.601(d)(2)(ii)(b) of this chapter) and 
verifies the maintenance of the ade-
quate data protection safeguards in the 
request for the taxpayer’s consent pur-
suant to the specifications described by 
the Secretary in guidance published in 
the Internal Revenue Bulletin. 

(5) Duration of consent. A consent doc-
ument may specify the duration of the 
taxpayer’s consent to the disclosure or 
use of tax return information. If a con-
sent agreed to by the taxpayer does not 

specify the duration of the consent, the 
consent to the disclosure or use of tax 
return information will be effective for 
a period of one year from the date the 
taxpayer signed the consent. 

(c) Special rules—(1) Multiple disclo-
sures within a single consent form or mul-
tiple uses within a single consent form. A 
taxpayer may consent to multiple uses 
within the same written document, or 
multiple disclosures within the same 
written document. A single written 
document, however, cannot authorize 
both uses and disclosures; rather one 
written document must authorize the 
uses and another separate written doc-
ument must authorize the disclosures. 
Furthermore, a consent that author-
izes multiple disclosures or multiple 
uses must specifically and separately 
identify each disclosure or use. See 
§ 301.7216–3(a)(3)(iii) for an exception to 
this rule for certain taxpayers. 

(2) Disclosure of entire return. A con-
sent may authorize the disclosure of all 
information contained within a return. 
A consent authorizing the disclosure of 
an entire return must provide that the 
taxpayer has the ability to request a 
more limited disclosure of tax return 
information as the taxpayer may di-
rect. 

(3) Copy of consent must be provided to 
taxpayer. The tax return preparer must 
provide a copy of the executed consent 
to the taxpayer at the time of execu-
tion. The requirements of this para-
graph (c)(3) may also be satisfied by 
giving the taxpayer the opportunity, at 
the time of executing the consent, to 
print the completed consent or save it 
in electronic form. 

(d) Effective/applicability date. This 
section applies to disclosures or uses of 
tax return information occurring on or 
after January 1, 2009. 

[T.D. 9375, 73 FR 1073, Jan. 7, 2008, as amend-
ed by T.D. 9409, 73 FR 37806, July 2, 2008; T.D. 
9437, 73 FR 76217, Dec. 16, 2008] 

PENALTIES APPLICABLE TO CERTAIN 
TAXES 

§ 301.7231–1 Failure to obtain license 
for collection of foreign items. 

For provisions relating to the obtain-
ing of a license for the collection of 
foreign items, see section 7001 and 
§ 301.7001–1. 
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