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it is tested and certified as accurate by 
the manufacturer or another qualified 
person. 

(c) Meters. A proprietor may use an 
accurate mass flow meter to measure 
the volume of bulk spirits. A mass flow 
meter used for tax determination of 
bulk spirits must be certified by the 
manufacturer or other qualified person 
as accurate within a tolerance of plus 
or minus 0.1 percent. A mass flow 
meter used for all other required 
gauges of bulk spirits must be certified 
by the manufacturer or other qualified 
person as accurate within a tolerance 
of plus or minus 0.5 percent. The pro-
prietor must make corrections for the 
temperature of the spirits being meas-
ured in conjunction with the volu-
metric measurement of spirits by mass 
flow meter. The proprietor must also 
test mass flow meters at least every 6 
months to ensure that they are accu-
rate within the required tolerances. 

(26 U.S.C. 5204) 

OTHER PLANT REQUIREMENTS 

§ 19.189 Identification of structures, 
areas, apparatus, and equipment. 

(a) Buildings. The proprietor must 
mark each building at a distilled spir-
its plant where spirits, denatured spir-
its, articles, wine, or distilling or fer-
menting materials are kept with a dis-
tinguishing number or letter. 

(b) Tanks. The proprietor must mark 
each tank or receptacle for spirits, de-
natured spirits, or wine to show a 
unique serial number and capacity. 

(c) Stills. The proprietor must number 
and mark to show the use of each still, 
fermenter, cooker, and yeast tank. 

(d) Other major equipment. The propri-
etor must identify the use of all other 
major equipment used for processing or 
containing spirits, denatured spirits, 
wine, distilling or fermenting material, 
and all other tanks, unless the in-
tended purpose is readily apparent. 

(26 U.S.C. 5178) 

§ 19.190 Office facilities for TTB use. 

(a) When required by the appropriate 
TTB officer, the proprietor must pro-
vide a secure cabinet equipped for lock-
ing for use by TTB. 

(b) If one or more TTB officers are as-
signed to a distilled spirits plant to su-
pervise operations on a continuing 
basis, the proprietor must provide a 
suitable office at the plant for the ex-
clusive use of the TTB officers in per-
forming their duties. The appropriate 
TTB officer will determine if the office 
facilities are suitable. 

(26 U.S.C. 5178) 

§ 19.191 Signs. 

The proprietor must place and keep a 
conspicuous sign on the outside of the 
place of business showing the name of 
the proprietor and the business, or 
businesses, in which engaged. 

(26 U.S.C. 5180) 

§ 19.192 Security. 

(a) General. The proprietor of a dis-
tilled spirits plant must provide ade-
quate security measures at the plant in 
order to protect the revenue. 

(b) Buildings. The buildings, rooms, 
and partitions must be constructed of 
substantial materials. Doors, windows, 
or any other openings to the building 
must be secured or fastened during 
times when distilled spirits plant oper-
ations are not being conducted. 

(c) Outdoor tanks. Outdoor tanks con-
taining spirits, denatured spirits, or 
wine must be individually locked or 
locked within an enclosure when they 
are not in use. 

(d) Indoor tanks. Indoor tanks con-
taining spirits, denatured spirits, or 
wines, or the rooms or buildings in 
which such tanks are housed, must be 
equipped so that they may be secured. 

(e) Approved locks. Locks meeting the 
specifications prescribed in paragraph 
(f) of this section must be used to se-
cure: 

(1) Outdoor tanks used to store spir-
its, or an enclosure around such tanks; 

(2) Indoor tanks used to store spirits, 
or the door from which access may be 
gained from the outside to the rooms 
or buildings in which such tanks are 
housed; and 

(3) Any doors from which access may 
be gained from the outside to rooms or 
buildings containing spirits stored in 
portable bulk containers. 
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(f) Specifications for locks. Locks 
meeting the specifications in this sec-
tion or other locks that have been ap-
proved for use by the appropriate TTB 
officer are approved locks for the pur-
pose of 26 U.S.C. 5682. 

(1) General. The following are the 
specifications for approved locks: 

(i) A corresponding serial number on 
the lock and on the key, except for 
master key locking systems; 

(ii) A case hardened shackle at least 
one-fourth inch in diameter, with heel 
and toe locking; 

(iii) A body width of at least 2 inches; 
(iv) A captured key feature (the key 

may not be removed while the shackle 
is unlocked); 

(v) A tumbler with at least 5 pins; 
and 

(vi) A lock and key containing no bit-
ting data. 

(2) Other approved locks. If the propri-
etor wishes to use locks of an unusual 
design, which do not meet the speci-
fications in paragraph (f)(1) of this sec-
tion, the proprietor must submit an ex-
ample or prototype of the lock to the 
appropriate TTB officer, with a request 
that the lock be approved for use. The 
appropriate TTB officer will evaluate 
the lock and determine whether the 
lock should be approved for use. 

(3) Master key systems. Master key 
locking systems using approved locks 
may be used at the option of the pro-
prietor. 

(g) Additional security. Whenever the 
appropriate TTB officer finds that con-
struction, arrangement, equipment, or 
protection is inadequate, additional se-
curity (such as fences, flood lights, 
alarm systems, and guard services) 
must be provided or changes in con-
struction, arrangement, or equipment 
must be made to the extent necessary 
to protect the revenue. 

(26 U.S.C. 5178, 5202) 

§ 19.193 Breaking Government locks. 
TTB may assign TTB officers to a 

distilled spirits plant and utilize con-
trols, such as Government locks, if 
TTB determines that such measures 
are necessary to effectively supervise 
operations at the plant. The proprietor 
may not remove such Government 
locks without the authorization of the 
appropriate TTB officer, except when a 

person or property is in imminent dan-
ger from a disaster or other emergency. 
If the proprietor must remove Govern-
ment locks under such circumstances, 
the proprietor must ensure that secu-
rity measures are taken to prevent ille-
gal removal of spirits. In addition, the 
proprietor must notify the appropriate 
TTB officer as soon as possible of the 
action taken and within 5 days of re-
moving the locks submit a written re-
port describing the emergency and the 
action taken. 

(26 U.S.C. 5202) 

Subpart H—Dealer Registration 
and Recordkeeping 

§ 19.201 Definitions. 

For purposes of this subpart, the fol-
lowing terms have the meanings indi-
cated: 

Dealer. A person that sells, or offers 
for sale, any alcohol product (distilled 
spirits, wines, and/or beer) fit for bev-
erage use. 

Retail dealer in liquors. A dealer that 
sells, or offers for sale, distilled spirits, 
wines, or beer to any person other than 
a dealer. 

Wholesale dealer in liquors. A dealer 
that sells, or offers for sale, distilled 
spirits, wines, or beer to another deal-
er. 

(26 U.S.C. 5121, 5122) 

§ 19.202 Dealer registration. 

Every proprietor that sells or offers 
for sale any alcoholic product (distilled 
spirits, wines, or beer) fit for beverage 
use must register as a dealer under 
part 31 of this chapter. However, the 
proprietor’s application for registra-
tion of a distilled spirits plant filed 
under subpart D of this part, and ap-
proval of that application by the appro-
priate TTB officer, will constitute the 
proprietor’s registration as a dealer at 
the distilled spirits plant. Every pro-
prietor registered as a dealer under 
this subpart will be classified as a 
wholesale dealer in liquors (see § 31.32 
of this chapter) and as such may also 
operate as a retail dealer in liquors 
without additional registration. Reg-
istration covers all sales from the same 
location, including sales of wine, beer, 
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