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However, a proprietor must determine 
the proof again when: 

(1) A bottling tank gauge is required 
by § 19.353; 

(2) A gauge for tax determination is 
required by § 19.226; or 

(3) In any case where the proof may 
have changed. 

(26 U.S.C. 5559) 

§ 19.286 Gauging of spirits in bottles. 
When gauging spirits in bottles, the 

proprietor may determine the proof 
and quantity from case markings and 
label information if the bottles are full 
and there is no evidence that tam-
pering has occurred. 

(26 U.S.C. 5204, 5559) 

§ 19.287 Gauging of alcoholic flavoring 
materials. 

Generally, alcoholic flavoring mate-
rial must be gauged when dumped. 
However, when received from a manu-
facturer in a closed, nonporous con-
tainer such material may be gauged by 
using the proof shown on the container 
label or a related statement of proof 
from the manufacturer. When the proof 
is determined from a label or manufac-
turer’s statement, the proprietor will 
test a sufficient number of samples to 
verify the accuracy of the proof so de-
termined. TTB may require that alco-
holic flavoring materials be gauged by 
the methods provided in part 30 of this 
chapter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5204, 5559) 

§ 19.288 Determination of tare. 
When packages are to be individually 

gauged for withdrawal from bonded 
premises, the actual tare must be de-
termined in accordance with part 30 of 
this chapter. 

(26 U.S.C. 5204) 

§ 19.289 Production gauge. 
(a) General requirements for production 

gauges. A proprietor must gauge all 
spirits by determining the quantity 
and proof as soon as reasonably pos-
sible after production is completed. Ex-
cept as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, a proprietor may determine the 
quantity by volume or by weight, by an 
accurate mass flow meter, or when ap-

proved by the appropriate TTB officer, 
by other devices or methods that accu-
rately determine the quantities. If car-
amel is added to brandy or rum, the 
proof of the spirits must be determined 
after the addition. Spirits in each re-
ceiving tank will be gauged before any 
reduction in proof and both before and 
after each removal of spirits. The 
gauges must be recorded in the records 
required by § 19.585. 

(b) Tax to be determined on production 
gauge. If the tax is to be determined 
based on the production gauge, all 
transaction records must be marked 
‘‘Withdrawal on Production Gauge.’’ A 
proprietor may determine the tax 
based on the production gauge if the 
spirits are: 

(1) Weighed into bulk conveyances or 
metered using an accurate mass flow 
meter; 

(2) Uniformly filled by weight or an 
accurate mass flow meter into metal 
packages; or 

(3) Filled by weight or an accurate 
mass flow meter into packages for im-
mediate withdrawal from bonded prem-
ises with the details recorded on a 
package gauge record in accordance 
with § 19.619. 

(c) Tax not to be determined on produc-
tion gauge. If spirits are drawn from the 
production system into barrels, drums, 
or similar portable containers of the 
same rated capacity and the containers 
are filled to capacity, and the tax is 
not to be determined on the basis of 
the production gauge, the gauge may 
be made by: 

(1) Weighing in a tank, converting 
the weight into proof gallons, and de-
termining the average content of each 
container; 

(2) Measuring volumetrically, in a 
calibrated tank, converting the wine 
gallons determined into proof gallons, 
and determining the average content of 
each container; 

(3) Converting the rated capacity 
into proof gallons to determine the av-
erage content of each container. Rated 
capacity will be determined from speci-
fications of the manufacturer. The pro-
prietor will determine the rated capac-
ity of used cooperage; or 
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(4) Determining by an accurate mass 
flow meter or a device or method ap-
proved under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, the total quantity filled into con-
tainers, and determining the average 
content of each container. 

(d) Records of production gauge. For 
the production gauge, fractional proof 
gallons will be rounded to the nearest 
one-tenth and the average content and 
the number of packages filled will be 
used in computing the quantity pro-
duced. The actual proof gallons in each 
remnant container must be shown. As 
provided in § 19.618, a separate gauge 
record will be prepared for each lot of 
packages filled (see § 19.485) and for 
each removal by pipeline or bulk con-
veyance for deposit in bond on the 
same plant premises. The gauge record 
will show ‘‘Deposit in storage’’ or ‘‘De-
posit in processing.’’ If spirits are to be 
transferred in bond or withdrawn from 
bond, the production gauge will be 
made on the form or record required by 
this part (accompanied by a package 
gauge record, if required). 

(26 U.S.C. 5204, 5211) 

Subpart L—Production of Distilled 
Spirits 

§ 19.291 General. 
The regulations in this subpart cover 

production operations. A proprietor au-
thorized to produce distilled spirits 
must conduct production operations in 
accordance with the provisions of this 
subpart. Subpart V of this part sets 
forth recordkeeping requirements that 
apply to production operations. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

NOTIFICATION TO TTB WHEN BEGINNING 
OR SUSPENDING PRODUCTION OPER-
ATIONS 

§ 19.292 Notice of operations. 
A proprietor authorized to produce 

distilled spirits may not commence, 
suspend, or resume production oper-
ations at the plant without first pro-
viding written notice to TTB. 

(a) Beginning operations. A proprietor 
must file a letterhead notice with the 
appropriate TTB officer before begin-
ning or resuming production oper-
ations. A proprietor must not begin or 

resume operations before the time 
specified in the notice. 

(b) Suspending operations. If a propri-
etor intends to suspend production op-
erations for a period of 90 days or more, 
the proprietor must file a letterhead 
notice with the appropriate TTB officer 
specifying the date on which oper-
ations will be suspended. 

(c) Discontinuing reports. A proprietor 
is not required to prepare or file re-
ports of production operations under 
subpart V of this part for periods dur-
ing which production operations are 
suspended. 

(26 U.S.C. 5221) 

RULES FOR RECEIPT, USE, AND DISPOSAL 
OF MATERIALS 

§ 19.293 Receipt of materials. 

When a proprietor receives certain 
materials on bonded premises, the pro-
prietor must determine the quantity 
received and record those quantities in 
the records prescribed by subpart V of 
this part. This requirement applies to: 

(a) Fermenting materials; 
(b) Distilling materials (including 

nonpotable chemical mixtures con-
taining spirits); and 

(c) Spirits, denatured spirits, arti-
cles, and spirits residue for redistilla-
tion. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201, 5222, 5223) 

§ 19.294 Removal of fermenting mate-
rial. 

Material received for use as fer-
menting material may be removed 
from or used on bonded premises for 
other purposes. The proprietor must 
keep a record of use or removal as pro-
vided in subpart V of this part. 

(26 U.S.C. 5201) 

§ 19.295 Removal or destruction of dis-
tilling material. 

(a) Distilling material. Generally, a 
proprietor may not remove distilling 
material from bonded premises before 
it is distilled. However, a proprietor 
may remove mash, wort, wash, or other 
distilling material: 

(1) To plant premises, other than 
bonded premises, for use in any busi-
ness authorized under § 19.55; 
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