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(c) Employees shall have the right to 
report unsafe and unhealthful working 
conditions to appropriate officials. 

(d) Employees shall be authorized of-
ficial time to participate in the activi-
ties provided for in section 19 of the 
Act, Executive Order 12196, this part, 
and the agency occupational safety and 
health program. 

§ 1960.11 Evaluation of occupational 
safety and health performance. 

Each agency head shall ensure that 
any performance evaluation of any 
management official in charge of an es-
tablishment, any supervisory em-
ployee, or other appropriate manage-
ment official, measures that employ-
ee’s performance in meeting require-
ments of the agency occupational safe-
ty and health program, consistent with 
the employee’s assigned responsibil-
ities and authority, and taking into 
consideration any applicable regula-
tions of the Office of Personnel Man-
agement or other appropriate author-
ity. The recognition of superior per-
formance in discharging safety and 
health responsibilities by an individual 
or group should be encouraged and 
noted. 

§ 1960.12 Dissemination of occupa-
tional safety and health program in-
formation. 

(a) Copies of the Act, Executive Order 
12196, program elements published in 
this part, details of the agency’s occu-
pational safety and health program, 
and applicable safety and health stand-
ards shall be made available upon re-
quest to employees or employee rep-
resentatives for review. 

(b) A copy of the agency’s written oc-
cupational safety and health program 
applicable to the establishment shall 
be made available to each supervisor, 
each occupational safety and health 
committee member, and to employee 
representatives. 

(c) Each agency shall post conspicu-
ously in each establishment, and keep 
posted, a poster informing employees 
of the provisions of the Act, Executive 
Order 12196, and the agency occupa-
tional safety and health program under 
this part. The Department of Labor 
will furnish the core text of a poster to 

agencies. Each agency shall add the 
following items: 

(1) Details of the agency’s procedures 
for responding to reports by employees 
of unsafe or unhealthful working condi-
tions, and to allegations of discrimina-
tion or reprisal due to participation in 
safety and/or health activities; 

(2) The location where employees 
may obtain information about the 
agency’s occupational safety and 
health program, including the full text 
of agency occupational safety and 
health standards, and 

(3) Relevant information about any 
agency safety and health committees. 

Such posters and additions shall not be 
altered, defaced, or covered by other 
material. 

(d) A copy of the agency’s poster 
shall be provided to the Secretary. If 
the agency needs assistance and advice 
on the content and development of the 
poster, such shall be requested of the 
Secretary prior to printing and dis-
tribution. 

(e) Agency heads shall promote em-
ployee awareness of occupational safe-
ty and health matters through their or-
dinary information channels, such as 
newsletters, bulletins and handbooks. 

Subpart C—Standards 

§ 1960.16 Compliance with OSHA 
standards. 

Each agency head shall comply with 
all occupational safety and health 
standards issued under section 6 of the 
Act, or with alternate standards issued 
pursuant to this subpart. In complying 
with section 6 standards, an agency 
may, upon prior notification to the 
Secretary, prescribe and enforce more 
stringent permissible exposure levels 
or threshold limit values and may re-
quire more frequent monitoring of ex-
posures without recourse to the ap-
proval procedures for alternate stand-
ards described in § 1960.17. In addition, 
after consultation with employees and 
safety and health committees and prior 
notification to the Secretary, an agen-
cy may utilize the latest edition of a 
reference standard if it is more strin-
gent than the section 6 standard. After 
notification, the Secretary may require 
the use of the approval procedures for 
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alternate standards for any of the situ-
ations described in this paragraph. 

§ 1960.17 Alternate standards. 
An agency head may apply an alter-

nate standard where deemed necessary, 
and shall, after consultation with em-
ployees or their representatives, in-
cluding appropriate occupational safe-
ty and health committees, notify the 
Secretary and request approval of such 
alternate standards. 

(a) Any request by the head of the 
agency for an alternate standard shall 
be transmitted to the Secretary. 

(b) Any such request for an alternate 
standard shall not be approved by the 
Secretary unless it provides equivalent 
or greater protection for affected em-
ployees. Any such request shall in-
clude: 

(1) A statement of why the agency 
cannot comply with the OSHA stand-
ard or wants to adopt an alternate 
standard; 

(2) A description of the alternate 
standard; 

(3) An explanation of how the alter-
nate standard provides equivalent or 
greater protection for the affected em-
ployees; 

(4) A description of interim protec-
tive measures afforded employees until 
a decision is rendered by the Secretary 
of Labor; and 

(5) A summary of written comments, 
if any, from interested employees, em-
ployee representatives, and occupa-
tional safety and health committees. 

§ 1960.18 Supplementary standards. 
(a) In addition to complying with 

emergency temporary standards issued 
under section 6 of the Act, an agency 
head shall adopt such emergency tem-
porary and permanent supplementary 
standards as necessary and appropriate 
for application to working conditions 
of agency employees for which there 
exists no appropriate OSHA standards. 
In order to avoid any possible duplica-
tion of effort, the agency head should 
notify the Secretary of the subject 
matter of such standard when the de-
velopment of the standard begins. 

(b) The agency head shall send a copy 
of the final draft of the permanent sup-
plementary standard to the Secretary 
prior to official adoption by the agen-

cy, along with any written comments 
on the standard from interested em-
ployees, employee representatives, and 
occupational safety and health com-
mittees. If the Secretary finds the per-
manent supplementary standard to be 
adopted inconsistent with OSHA stand-
ards, or inconsistent with OSHA en-
forcement practices under section 
5(a)(1) of the Act, the Secretary shall 
have 15 working days in which to no-
tify the head of the agency of this find-
ing. In such a case, the supplementary 
standard shall not be adopted, but the 
agency will be afforded an opportunity 
to resubmit a revised standard that is 
designed to provide adequate protec-
tion and is consistent with OSHA 
standards. Upon request of the agency 
head, the Secretary shall offer to the 
agency technical assistance in the de-
velopment of the supplemental stand-
ard. 

§ 1960.19 Other Federal agency stand-
ards affecting occupational safety 
and health. 

(a) Where employees of different 
agencies engage in joint operations, 
and/or primarily report to work or 
carry out operations in the same estab-
lishment, the standards adopted under 
§ 1960.17 or § 1960.18 of the host agency 
shall govern. 

(b) There are situations in which the 
head of an agency is required to com-
ply with standards affecting occupa-
tional safety and health issued by a 
Federal agency other than OSHA. For 
example, standards issued by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, the De-
partment of Energy, or the General 
Services Administration may be appli-
cable to certain Federal workplaces. 
Nothing in this subpart affects the 
duty of any agency head to comply 
with such standards. In addition, agen-
cy heads should comply with other 
standards issued by Federal agencies 
which deal with hazardous working 
conditions, but for which OSHA has no 
standards. 

(c) Although it is not anticipated 
that standards of other Federal agen-
cies will conflict with OSHA standards, 
should such conflict occur, the head of 
the agency shall inform the other Fed-
eral agency and the Secretary so that 
joint efforts to resolve the issues may 
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be undertaken. However, until conflicts 
are resolved, agencies shall comply 
with the more protective of the con-
flicting standards. 

Subpart D—Inspection and 
Abatement 

§ 1960.25 Qualifications of safety and 
health inspectors and agency in-
spections. 

(a) Executive Order 12196 requires 
that each agency utilize as inspectors 
‘‘personnel with equipment and com-
petence to recognize hazards.’’ Inspec-
tions shall be conducted by inspectors 
qualified to recognize and evaluate 
hazards of the working environment 
and to suggest general abatement pro-
cedures. Safety and health specialists 
as defined in § 1960.2(s), with experience 
and/or up-to-date training in occupa-
tional safety and health hazard rec-
ognition and evaluation are considered 
as meeting the qualifications of safety 
and health inspectors. For those work-
ing environments where there are less 
complex hazards, such safety and 
health specializations as cited above 
may not be required, but inspectors in 
such environments shall have suffi-
cient documented training and/or expe-
rience in the safety and health hazards 
of the workplace involved to recognize 
and evaluate those particular hazards 
and to suggest general abatement pro-
cedures. All inspection personnel must 
be provided the equipment necessary to 
conduct a thorough inspection of the 
workplace involved. 

(b) Each agency which has work-
places containing information classi-
fied in the interest of national security 
shall provide access to safety and 
health inspectors who have obtained 
the appropriate security clearance. 

(c) All areas and operations of each 
workplace, including office operations, 
shall be inspected at least annually. 
More frequent inspections shall be con-
ducted in all workplaces where there is 
an increased risk of accident, injury, or 
illness due to the nature of the work 
performed. Sufficient unannounced in-
spections and unannounced follow-up 
inspections should be conducted by the 
agency to ensure the identification and 
abatement of hazardous conditions. 

(d) When situations arise involving 
multiple agencies’ responsibilities for 
conditions affecting employee safety 
and health, coordination of inspection 
functions is encouraged. 

§ 1960.26 Conduct of inspections. 

(a) Preparation. (1) Prior to com-
mencement of the inspection, the Safe-
ty and Health Inspector shall be pro-
vided all available relevant informa-
tion which pertains to the occupational 
safety and health of the workplace to 
be inspected, including safety and 
health hazard reports, injury and ill-
ness records, previous inspection re-
ports, and reports of unsafe and 
unhealthful working conditions. 

(2) The Safety and Health Inspector 
shall determine in advance, where pos-
sible, the actual work procedures and 
conditions to be inspected, in order to 
have the proper equipment available to 
conduct an effective inspection. 

(b) Inspection. (1) For the purpose of 
assuring safe and healthful working 
conditions for employees of agencies, 
the head of the agency shall authorize 
safety and/or health inspectors: To 
enter without delay, and at reasonable 
times, any building, installation, facil-
ity, construction site, or other area, 
workplace, or environment where work 
is performed by employees of the agen-
cy; to inspect and investigate during 
regular working hours and at other 
reasonable times, and within reason-
able limits and in a reasonable manner, 
any such place of employment and all 
pertinent conditions, structures, ma-
chines, apparatus, devices, equipment, 
and materials therein, and to question 
privately any agency employee, and/or 
any agency supervisory employee, and/ 
or any official in charge of an estab-
lishment. 

(2) If there are no authorized rep-
resentatives of employees, the inspec-
tor shall consult with a reasonable 
number of employees during the 
walkaround. 

(3) When, in the opinion of the in-
spector, it is necessary to conduct per-
sonal monitoring (sampling) of employ-
ee’s work environments, the inspector 
may request employees to wear reason-
able and necessary personal monitoring 
devices, e.g., noise dosimeters and air 
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