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the parties shall file notices of appear-
ance with the assigned Judge. Each no-
tice of appearance shall provide the fol-
lowing information for the counsel or 
representative acting on behalf of the 
party: Name, address, business tele-
phone number, cell telephone number 
if available, fax number if available, 
and e-mail address if available. Notices 
of appearance shall be served on all 
parties in accordance with the provi-
sions of § 2700.7. 

(d) No filing of an answer under Sub-
part C of this part. If a case has been 
designated for Simplified Proceedings, 
an answer pursuant to § 2700.29 is not 
required to be filed. 

§ 2700.103 Party request for simplified 
proceedings. 

(a) Party request. Any party may re-
quest that a case be designated for 
Simplified Proceedings. The request 
must be in writing and should address 
the characteristics specified in 
§ 2700.101. The request must be filed 
with the Commission in accordance 
with the provisions of § 2700.5 and 
served on all parties in accordance 
with the provisions of § 2700.7. The re-
questing party shall confer or make 
reasonable efforts to confer with the 
other parties and shall state in the re-
quest if any other party opposes or 
does not oppose the request. Parties 
opposing the request shall have eight 
business days after service of the mo-
tion to file an opposition. 

(b) Judge’s ruling on request. The Chief 
Administrative Law Judge or the 
Judge assigned to the case may grant a 
party’s request and designate a case for 
Simplified Proceedings at the Judge’s 
discretion. 

(c) Notice of appearance. Unless the 
contact information described in this 
paragraph has already been provided to 
the Judge, within 15 calendar days 
after receiving an order granting a re-
quest for Simplified Proceedings, the 
parties shall file with the Judge no-
tices of appearance described in 
§ 2700.102(c). Notices of appearance shall 
be served on all parties in accordance 
with the provisions of § 2700.7. 

(d) No filing of an answer under Sub-
part C of this part. If a case has been 
designated for Simplified Proceedings, 
an answer pursuant to § 2700.29 is not 

required to be filed. If a request for 
Simplified Proceedings is denied, the 
period for filing an answer will begin to 
run upon issuance of the Judge’s order 
denying Simplified Proceedings. 

§ 2700.104 Discontinuance of simplified 
proceedings. 

(a) Procedure. If it becomes apparent 
at any time that a case is not appro-
priate for Simplified Proceedings, the 
Judge assigned to the case may, upon 
motion by any party or upon the 
Judge’s own motion, discontinue Sim-
plified Proceedings and order the case 
to continue under conventional rules. 

(b) Party motion. At any time during 
the proceedings but no later than 30 
days before the scheduled hearing, any 
party may move that Simplified Pro-
ceedings be discontinued and that the 
matter continue under conventional 
procedures. A motion to discontinue 
must explain why the case is inappro-
priate for Simplified Proceedings. The 
moving party shall confer or make rea-
sonable efforts to confer with the other 
parties and shall state in the motion if 
any other party opposes or does not op-
pose the motion. Parties opposing the 
motion shall have eight business days 
after service of the motion to file an 
opposition. 

(c) Ruling. If Simplified Proceedings 
are discontinued, the Judge may issue 
such orders as are necessary for an or-
derly continuation under conventional 
rules. 

§ 2700.105 Disclosure of information by 
the Parties. 

(a) Within 45 calendar days after a 
case has been designated for Simplified 
Proceedings, the parties shall provide 
any information in a party’s posses-
sion, custody, or control that the dis-
closing party or opposing party may 
use to support its claims or defenses. 
Any material or object that cannot be 
copied, or the copying of which would 
be unduly burdensome, shall be de-
scribed and its location specified. Ma-
terials required to be disclosed include, 
but are not limited to, inspection notes 
from the entire subject inspection, re-
buttal forms, citation documentation, 
narratives, photos, diagrams, preshift 
and onshift reports, training docu-
ments, mine maps, witness statements 
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