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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers,
employees, or agents, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA
The White House,
March 22, 2012.

Executive Order 13605 of April 13, 2012

Supporting Safe and Responsible Development of
Unconventional Domestic Natural Gas Resources

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, and in order to coordinate the efforts of
Federal agencies responsible for overseeing the safe and responsible devel-
opment of unconventional domestic natural gas resources and associated
infrastructure and to help reduce our dependence on oil, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. In 2011, natural gas provided 25 percent of the energy
consumed in the United States. Its production creates jobs and provides
economic benefits to the entire domestic production supply chain, as well
as to chemical and other manufacturers, who benefit from lower feedstock
and energy costs. By helping to power our transportation system, greater
use of natural gas can also reduce our dependence on oil. And with appro-
priate safeguards, natural gas can provide a cleaner source of energy than
other fossil fuels.

For these reasons, it is vital that we take full advantage of our natural gas
resources, while giving American families and communities confidence
that natural and cultural resources, air and water quality, and public health
and safety will not be compromised.

While natural gas production is carried out by private firms, and States are
the primary regulators of onshore oil and gas activities, the Federal Govern-
ment has an important role to play by regulating oil and gas activities on
public and Indian trust lands, encouraging greater use of natural gas in
transportation, supporting research and development aimed at improving
the safety of natural gas development and transportation activities, and set-
ting sensible, cost-effective public health and environmental standards to
implement Federal law and augment State safeguards.

Because efforts to promote safe, responsible, and efficient development of
unconventional domestic natural gas resources are underway at a number
of executive departments and agencies (agencies), close interagency coordi-
nation is important for effective implementation of these programs and ac-
tivities. To formalize and promote ongoing interagency coordination, this
order establishes a high-level, interagency working group that will facilitate
coordinated Administration policy efforts to support safe and responsible
unconventional domestic natural gas development.
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Sec. 2. Interagency Working Group to Support Safe and Responsible Devel-
opment of Unconventional Domestic Natural Gas Resources. There is estab-
lished an Interagency Working Group to Support Safe and Responsible De-
velopment of Unconventional Domestic Natural Gas Resources (Working
Group), to be chaired by the Director of the Domestic Policy Council, or
a designated representative.

(a) Membership. In addition to the Chair, the Working Group shall in-
clude deputy-level representatives or equivalent officials, designated by the
head of the respective agency or office, from:

(i) the Department of Defense;

ii) the Department of the Interior;
iii) the Department of Agriculture;
iv) the Department of Commerce;

v) the Department of Health and Human Services;
vi) the Department of Transportation;
i

vii) the Department of Energy;

ix) the Environmental Protection Agency;
x) the Council on Environmental Quality;

xi) the Office of Science and Technology Policy;
xii) the Office of Management and Budget;

(

(

(

(

(

(

(viii) the Department of Homeland Security;
(

(

(

(

(xiii) the National Economic Council; and
(

xiv) such other agencies or offices as the Chair may invite to participate.

(b) Functions. Consistent with the authorities and responsibilities of par-
ticipating agencies and offices, the Working Group shall support the safe
and responsible production of domestic unconventional natural gas by per-
forming the following functions:

(i) coordinate agency policy activities, ensuring their efficient and effec-

tive operation and facilitating cooperation among agencies, as appro-

priate;

(ii) coordinate among agencies the sharing of scientific, environmental,

and related technical and economic information;

(iii) engage in long-term planning and ensure coordination among the ap-
propriate Federal entities with respect to such issues as research, natural
resource assessment, and the development of infrastructure;

(iv) promote interagency communication with stakeholders; and

(v) consult with other agencies and offices as appropriate.

Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent
with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations.
(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect:
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or
the head thereof; or

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals.

242



Executive Orders EO 13606

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers,
employees, or agents, or any other person.

BARACK OBAMA
The White House,
April 13, 2012.

Executive Order 13606 of April 22, 2012

Blocking the Property and Suspending Entry Into the United
States of Certain Persons With Respect to Grave Human
Rights Abuses by the Governments of Iran and Syria via
Information Technology

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 212(f) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1952, as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of
title 3, United States Code,

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, hereby de-
termine that the commission of serious human rights abuses against the
people of Iran and Syria by their governments, facilitated by computer and
network disruption, monitoring, and tracking by those governments, and
abetted by entities in Iran and Syria that are complicit in their govern-
ments’ malign use of technology for those purposes, threaten the national
security and foreign policy of the United States. The Governments of Iran
and Syria are endeavoring to rapidly upgrade their technological ability to
conduct such activities. Cognizant of the vital importance of providing
technology that enables the Iranian and Syrian people to freely commu-
nicate with each other and the outside world, as well as the preservation,
to the extent possible, of global telecommunications supply chains for es-
sential products and services to enable the free flow of information, the
measures in this order are designed primarily to address the need to pre-
vent entities located in whole or in part in Iran and Syria from facilitating
or committing serious human rights abuses. In order to take additional
steps with respect to the national emergencies declared in Executive Order
12957 of March 15, 1995, as relied upon for additional steps in subsequent
Executive Orders, and in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, as modi-
fied in scope and relied upon for additional steps in subsequent Executive
Orders, and to address the situation described above, I hereby order:

Section 1. (a) All property and interests in property that are in the United
States, that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter
come within the possession or control of any United States person, includ-
ing any foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in:

(i) the persons listed in the Annex to this order; and
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