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committed action of relief organizations, but also from individuals who
step forward, volunteer, or give what they can to help their neighbors in
need. With generous spirits and can-do attitudes, Americans from every
corner of our country have come together again and again to show the true
character of our Nation. As we celebrate American Red Cross Month, let
us resolve to preserve and renew that humanitarian impulse to save, to
serve, and to build, and carry it forward in the year to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2012 as American Red Cross Month. I
encourage all Americans to observe this month with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities, and by supporting the work of service and relief
organizations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8779 of March 1, 2012
Irish-American Heritage Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For centuries, America and Ireland have built a proud and enduring part-
nership cemented by mutual values and a common history. Generations of
Irish have crossed the Atlantic in pursuit of prosperity, and today nearly
40 million of their proud descendants continue to make their indelible
mark on the United States of America. Their stories, as varied as our Na-
tion’s people, humble us and inspire our children to reach for the opportu-
nities dreamed about by our forebears.

Over hundreds of years, Irish men, women, and children left the homes of
their ancestors, watching the coasts of Donegal and the cliffs of Dingle fade
behind them. Boarding overcrowded ships and navigating dangerous seas,
these resilient travelers looked to the horizon with hope in their hearts.
Many left any valuables, land, or stability they had behind, but they came
instead with the true treasures of their homeland—song and literature,
humor and tradition, faith and family. And when they landed on our
shores, they shared their gifts generously, adding immeasurable value to
towns, cities, and communities throughout our Nation.

Today, we draw on the indomitable spirit of those Irish Americans whose
strength helped build countless miles of canals and railroads; whose
brogues echoed in mills, police stations, and fire halls across our country;
and whose blood spilled to defend a Nation and a way of life they helped
define. Defying famine, poverty, and discrimination, these sons and daugh-
ters of Erin demonstrated extraordinary strength and unshakable faith as
they gave their all to help build an America worthy of the journey they and
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so many others have taken. During Irish-American Heritage Month, we re-
call their legacy of hard work and perseverance, and we carry forward that
singular dedication to forging a more prosperous future for all Americans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2012 as Irish-
American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month
by celebrating the contributions of Irish Americans to our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
March, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8780 of March 1, 2012
Women’s History Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As Americans, ours is a legacy of bold independence and passionate belief
in fairness and justice for all. For generations, this intrepid spirit has driv-
en women pioneers to challenge injustices and shatter ceilings in pursuit
of full and enduring equality. During Women’s History Month, we com-
memorate their struggles, celebrate centuries of progress, and reaffirm our
steadfast commitment to the rights, security, and dignity of women in
America and around the world.

We see the arc of the American story in the dynamic women who shaped
our present and the groundbreaking girls who will steer our future. Fifty-
one years ago, when former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt confronted Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy about the lack of women in government, he ap-
pointed her the head of a commission to address the status of women in
America and the discrimination they routinely faced. Though the former
First Lady passed away before the commission finished its work, its report
would spur action across our country and galvanize a movement toward
true gender parity. Our Nation stands stronger for that righteous struggle,
and last March my Administration was proud to release the first com-
prehensive Federal report on the status of American women since President
Kennedy’s commission in 1963. Today, women serve as leaders throughout
industry, civil society, and government, and their outstanding achieve-
ments affirm to our daughters and sons that no dream is beyond their
reach.

While we have made great strides toward equality, we cannot rest until our
mothers, sisters, and daughters assume their rightful place as full partici-
pants in a secure, prosperous, and just society. With the leadership of the
White House Council on Women and Girls, my Administration is advanc-
ing gender equality by promoting workplace flexibility, striving to bring
more women into math and science professions, and fighting for equal pay
for equal work. We are combating violence against women by revising an
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