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Proclamations Proc. 8811 

justice, social order, and public safety, and we must do everything we can 
to enable their critical work. The courthouse doors must be open and the 
necessary services must be in place to allow all litigants, judges, and juries 
to operate efficiently. Likewise, we must ensure that access to justice is not 
an abstract theory, but a concrete commitment that delivers the promise of 
counsel and assistance for all who seek it. 

Today, let us reflect upon the role generations of legal and judicial profes-
sionals have played in building an America worthy of the ideals that in-
spired its founding. The timeless principles of equal protection and due 
process remain at the heart of our democracy, and on Law Day, we recom-
mit to upholding them not just in our time, but for all time. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, in accordance with Public Law 87–20, as amended, do hereby 
proclaim May 1, 2012, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to ac-
knowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities, and to display the flag of the United 
States in support of this national observance. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8811 of May 1, 2012 

Loyalty Day, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

More than two centuries ago, our Founders laid out a charter that assured 
the rule of law and the rights of man. Through times of tranquility and the 
throes of change, the Constitution has always guided our course toward ful-
filling that most noble promise that all are equal, all are free, and all de-
serve the chance to pursue their full measure of happiness. America has 
carried on not only for the skill or vision of history’s celebrated figures, but 
also for the generations who have remained faithful to the ideals of our 
forebears and true to our founding documents. On Loyalty Day, we reflect 
on that proud heritage and press on in the long journey toward prosperity 
for all. 

In the years since our Constitution was penned and ratified, Americans 
have moved our Nation forward by embracing a commitment to each other, 
to the fundamental principles that unite us, and to the future we share. We 
weathered the storms of civil war and segregation, of conflicts that spanned 
continents. We overcame threats from within and without—from the spec-
ter of fascism abroad to the bitter injustice of disenfranchisement at home. 
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We upheld the spirit of service at the core of our democracy, and we wid-
ened the circle of opportunity not just for a privileged few, but for the am-
bitious many. Time and again, men and women achieved what seemed im-
possible by joining imagination to common purpose and necessity to cour-
age. That legacy still burns brightly, and the ideals it embodies remain a 
light to all the world. 

Countless Americans demonstrate that same dedication to country today. It 
endures in the hearts of all who put their lives on the line to defend the 
land they love, just as it moves millions to improve their communities 
through volunteerism and civic participation. Their actions help ensure 
prosperity for this generation and those yet to come, and they honor the 
immutable truths enshrined in our Nation’s founding texts. On Loyalty 
Day, we rededicate ourselves to the common good, to the cornerstones of 
liberty, equality, and justice, and to the unending pursuit of a more perfect 
Union. 

In order to recognize the American spirit of loyalty and the sacrifices that 
so many have made for our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 85–529 
as amended, has designated May 1 of each year as ‘‘Loyalty Day.’’ On this 
day, let us reaffirm our allegiance to the United States of America, our Con-
stitution, and our founding values. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2012, as Loyalty Day. This Loyalty 
Day, I call upon all the people of the United States to join in support of 
this national observance, whether by displaying the flag of the United 
States or pledging allegiance to the Republic for which it stands. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of 
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8812 of May 1, 2012 

National Day of Prayer, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Prayer has always been a part of the American story, and today countless 
Americans rely on prayer for comfort, direction, and strength, praying not 
only for themselves, but for their communities, their country, and the 
world. 

On this National Day of Prayer, we give thanks for our democracy that re-
spects the beliefs and protects the religious freedom of all people to pray, 
worship, or abstain according to the dictates of their conscience. Let us 
pray for all the citizens of our great Nation, particularly those who are sick, 
mourning, or without hope, and ask God for the sustenance to meet the 
challenges we face as a Nation. May we embrace the responsibility we have 
to each other, and rely on the better angels of our nature in service to one 
another. Let us be humble in our convictions, and courageous in our virtue. 
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