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We upheld the spirit of service at the core of our democracy, and we wid-
ened the circle of opportunity not just for a privileged few, but for the am-
bitious many. Time and again, men and women achieved what seemed im-
possible by joining imagination to common purpose and necessity to cour-
age. That legacy still burns brightly, and the ideals it embodies remain a
light to all the world.

Countless Americans demonstrate that same dedication to country today. It
endures in the hearts of all who put their lives on the line to defend the
land they love, just as it moves millions to improve their communities
through volunteerism and civic participation. Their actions help ensure
prosperity for this generation and those yet to come, and they honor the
immutable truths enshrined in our Nation’s founding texts. On Loyalty
Day, we rededicate ourselves to the common good, to the cornerstones of
liberty, equality, and justice, and to the unending pursuit of a more perfect
Union.

In order to recognize the American spirit of loyalty and the sacrifices that
so many have made for our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 85-529
as amended, has designated May 1 of each year as “Loyalty Day.” On this
day, let us reaffirm our allegiance to the United States of America, our Con-
stitution, and our founding values.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2012, as Loyalty Day. This Loyalty
Day, I call upon all the people of the United States to join in support of
this national observance, whether by displaying the flag of the United
States or pledging allegiance to the Republic for which it stands.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8812 of May 1, 2012
National Day of Prayer, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Prayer has always been a part of the American story, and today countless
Americans rely on prayer for comfort, direction, and strength, praying not
only for themselves, but for their communities, their country, and the
world.

On this National Day of Prayer, we give thanks for our democracy that re-
spects the beliefs and protects the religious freedom of all people to pray,
worship, or abstain according to the dictates of their conscience. Let us
pray for all the citizens of our great Nation, particularly those who are sick,
mourning, or without hope, and ask God for the sustenance to meet the
challenges we face as a Nation. May we embrace the responsibility we have
to each other, and rely on the better angels of our nature in service to one
another. Let us be humble in our convictions, and courageous in our virtue.
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Let us pray for those who are suffering around the world, and let us be
open to opportunities to ease that suffering.

Let us also pay tribute to the men and women of our Armed Forces who
have answered our country’s call to serve with honor in the pursuit of
peace. Our grateful Nation is humbled by the sacrifices made to protect and
defend our security and freedom. Let us pray for the continued strength
and safety of our service members and their families. While we pause to
honor those who have made the ultimate sacrifice defending liberty, let us
remember and lend our voices to the principles for which they fought—
unity, human dignity, and the pursuit of justice.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 3, 2012, as a National Day of Prayer. I
invite all citizens of our Nation, as their own faith directs them, to join me
in giving thanks for the many blessings we enjoy, and I call upon individ-
uals of all faiths to pray for guidance, grace, and protection for our great
Nation as we address the challenges of our time.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8813 of May 2, 2012
Jewish American Heritage Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Three hundred and fifty-eight years ago, a band of 23 Jewish refugees fled
Recife, Brazil, beset by bigotry and oppression. For them, receding shores
marked the end of another chapter of persecution for a people that had
been tested from the moment they came together and professed their faith.
Yet, they also marked a new beginning. When those men, women, and chil-
dren landed in New Amsterdam—what later became New York City—they
found not only safe haven, but early threads of a tradition of freedom and
opportunity that would forever bind their story to the American story.

Those 23 believers led the way for millions to follow. During the next three
centuries, Jews around the world set out to build new lives in America—
a land where prosperity was possible, where parents could give their chil-
dren more than they had, where families would no longer fear the specter
of violence or exile, but live their faith openly and honestly. Even here,
Jewish Americans bore the pains of hardship and hostility; yet, through
every obstacle, generations carried with them the deep conviction that a
better future was within their reach. In adversity and in success, they
turned to one another, renewing the tradition of community, moral pur-
pose, and shared struggle so integral to their identity.

Their history of unbroken perseverance and their belief in tomorrow’s
promise offers a lesson not only to Jewish Americans, but to all Americans.

57



		Superintendent of Documents
	2013-07-11T13:22:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




