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Title 3—The President Proc. 8817 

Spouse Appreciation Day. I call upon the people of the United States to 
honor military spouses with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8817 of May 11, 2012 

Mother’s Day, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Mothers are cornerstones of our families and our communities. On Moth-
er’s Day, we honor the remarkable women who strive and sacrifice every 
day to ensure their children have every opportunity to pursue their dreams. 

Our Nation first came together to celebrate Mother’s Day on May 11, 1913, 
with the introduction of a House Resolution requesting President Woodrow 
Wilson, Members of Congress, and officials across the Federal Government 
wear white carnations in honor of America’s mothers. Today, we continue 
to mark Mother’s Day by paying tribute to the women who shape our char-
acters and set our families up for success. Through their example, our chil-
dren learn the principles of hard work, compassion, service, and personal 
responsibility. Through their encouragement and unconditional support, 
they instill the confidence and values so vital to our children’s success. 

Mothers raise children under an array of circumstances, and many work 
long hours inside and outside the home balancing myriad demands. Moth-
ers are leaders and trailblazers in every part of our society—from class-
rooms to boardrooms, at home and overseas, on the beat and on the bench. 
We celebrate the efforts of all our Nation’s mothers, and we recognize that 
when more households are relying on women as primary or co-bread-
winners, the success of women in our economy is essential to the success 
of our families, our communities, and our country. That is why I created 
the White House Council on Women and Girls as one of my first acts in 
office—to ensure we integrate the needs of women and girls into every de-
cision we make. I was proud to sign the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which 
continues to help women secure equal pay for equal work, and my Admin-
istration continues to promote workplace flexibility so no mother has to 
choose between her job and her child. And because of the Affordable Care 
Act, women finally have more power to make choices about their health 
care, and they have expanded access to a wide variety of preventive serv-
ices such as mammograms at no additional cost. 

Today, let us pay respect to mothers across America by embracing the 
women who continue to guide and inspire us, and by holding fast to the 
memories of those who live on in our hearts. 

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), 
has designated the second Sunday in May each year as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and 
requested the President to call for its appropriate observance. 
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Proclamations Proc. 8818 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim May 13, 2012, as Mother’s Day. I urge all 
Americans to express love and gratitude to mothers everywhere, and I call 
upon all citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day 
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8818 of May 14, 2012 

To Implement the United States-Colombia Trade Promotion 
Agreement and for Other Purposes 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

1. On November 22, 2006, the United States entered into the United States- 
Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement (the ‘‘Agreement’’) and on June 28, 
2007, the United States and Colombia amended the Agreement. The Con-
gress approved the Agreement, as amended, in section 101(a) of the United 
States-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement Implementation Act (the 
‘‘Implementation Act’’) (Public Law 112–42, 125 Stat. 462). 

2. Section 105(a) of the Implementation Act authorizes the President to es-
tablish or designate within the Department of Commerce an office that shall 
be responsible for providing administrative assistance to panels established 
under chapter 21 of the Agreement. 

3. Section 201 of the Implementation Act authorizes the President to pro-
claim such modifications or continuation of any duty, such continuation of 
duty-free or excise treatment, or such additional duties, as the President de-
termines to be necessary or appropriate to carry out or apply Articles 2.3, 
2.5, 2.6, and 3.3.13 and Annex 2.3 of the Agreement. 

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the Implementation Act, Colombia 
is to be removed from the enumeration of designated beneficiary devel-
oping countries eligible for the benefits of the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP). 

5. Section 3103 of the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug Eradication Act 
(title XXXI of the Trade Act of 2002, Public Law 107–210) (ATPDEA) 
amended section 204(b) of the Andean Trade Preference Act (19 U.S.C. 
3203(b)) (ATPA) to provide that certain preferential tariff treatment may be 
provided to eligible articles that are the product of any country that the 
President designates as an ‘‘ATPDEA beneficiary country’’ pursuant to sec-
tion 204(b)(6)(B) of the ATPA, as amended. In Proclamation 7616 of Octo-
ber 31, 2002, Colombia and Peru were designated as beneficiary countries 
under the ATPDEA. 

6. Consistent with section 201(a)(3) of the Implementation Act, Colombia 
is removed from the enumeration of beneficiary countries under the ATPA 
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